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Abstract 

This abstract examines the construction and development of social and cultural identities in Brecht's 

play, Mother Courage and her children. The study focuses on the subject of Mother Courage, analyzing 

how gender, class and personal agency are formulated through the Army's extensive chaos. Relatives 

with close text analysis and socio -cultural theory, the paper argues that identity is dynamic and 

negotiated in play instead of spontaneous, as individuals react to changeable economic and social 

pressure. Brecht's representation of Mother's courage challenges traditional concepts of motherhood 

and female identity, which highlights the tension between self -protection, family responsibility and 

community expectations. The analysis shows that cultural and social identities work in both plays as 

a means of survival and as a source of internal and social conflict. Finally, this study illuminates how 

Brecht's work inspires spectators to disturb the roles assigned to culture and history, which exposes 

identity as a construction during crisis and exposure time. 

Introduction 

Bertolt Brecht’s Mother Courage and Her Children explores how war affects the identity of both the 

individuals and the society as a whole. Through the story of Anna Fierling, known as Mother courage, 

and her family, Brecht shows us how people’s roles, beliefs and values are tested and changed during 

difficult times. The play not only reflects its own era but also speaks to our present, reminding us about 

the quest for identity, survival and a sense of belonging at the time of hardship. This work encourages 

us to think about how people struggle between caring themselves and being a part of a community, 

especially during the time of crisis. 

In Mother Courage and Her Children, Bertolt Brecht uses the chaos of war to illustrate how social and 

cultural identity is challenged and often lost when survival becomes the main priority. The play is set 

during the brutal Thirty Year’s War, a time that forces people, including Mother Courage and her 

children, to move constantly and live without security or a sense of belonging. In the opening scene, 

Mother Courage is introduced as a canteen wagon owner who moves form camp to camp, never able 

to settle down or connect to one community. This rootlessness shows how individuals see themselves 

and their inability to get connected with others. They are forced to adapt, often leaving behind their 

cultural traditions and social ties just to get through the flow of life. The war disrupts and reshapes 

social and cultural identity, forcing individuals to compromise their values for survival. 

 In this play, Mother Courage and Her Children, Bertolt Brecht shows how war changes people’s 

identity .Mother Courage becomes a symbol of survival at any cost. She is a mother, business woman 

and a wanderer; this shows how people are compelled to adapt their identities in response to war. She 

was forced to make difficult decisions that sometimes contradict her moral and cultural background. 

The Mother Courage tries to protect her children, but the war takes them from her one by one. The 

play tells us how war breaks families and makes people lose their sense of who they are. The constant 

demands of surviving through war force her to place business and self-preservation above emotional 

or cultural ties. By presenting a character who survives by constantly changing roles, Brecht raises an 
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important question that When survival is the only goal, what happens to our social and cultural 

identity? 

Religion is one of the important concept in the play Mother Courage and Her Children  . The war is 

between two religious groups: Catholics and Protestants. But Brecht shows that religion is not always 

about belief. Sometimes it is used to gain power or survival. People change their religion when it suits 

them. Religion does not bring people together in this play. Instead, it causes fear and distrust. People 

pray, but God does not save them. Instead, people must work and sacrifice to survive. Kattrin, Mother 

Courage’s daughter, shows this by risking her life to save others. This shows that in hard times, religion 

does not keep identity strong.War breaks communities apart. People lose the groups and traditions that 

once made them feel connected. Because of this, people have to change who they are often. Identity 

becomes flexible because the world around them keeps changing. They must adapt to survive. It shows 

that religion often divides rather than unites. During the war, people change religious sides for survival 

or advantage, not because of true belief. Religion becomes another tool in the fight for power, which 

adds to the confusion and alienation people feel. This weakens the idea of religion as a stable part of 

identity. 

Mother Courage is a strong woman. She is a mother and a businesswoman. She sells food and supplies 

to soldiers. She does not fit the usual idea of a gentle, caring mother. She must make hard choices. 

Sometimes, these choices hurt her children, but she does them to survive. Her love is real but mixed 

with the need to keep going. This shows that being a mother in war is very hard and full of 

conflict.Kattrin, who cannot speak, shows a different kind of love. She helps others without thinking 

about herself. She sacrifices her life to warn a town of danger. Her love is pure and brave. Her death 

shows how hard it is to love in a world full of violence. 

From a feminist perspective, Mother Courage challenges traditional ideas about women and 

motherhood. She is not a quiet, gentle mother who only cares for her children. Instead, she is a strong, 

independent woman running a business in a male-dominated war world. She makes tough decisions 

to survive, even if they hurt her children. This challenges the usual image of mothers being only 

nurturing and self-sacrificing. Mother Courage shows that women can be powerful and complex, 

facing hard choices in difficult times.Her motherhood is full of conflict because she loves her children 

but also needs to keep her business going. War forces her to balance care with survival, which is not 

easy or pure. This shows how women’s identities are shaped by social conditions, not just by biology 

or tradition. Feminist theory helps us see how Mother Courage’s role as a mother and a businesswoman 

reflects women’s struggle for independence and survival in a harsh world. 

Kattrin, Mother Courage’s mute daughter, represents unconditional love and sacrifice. She risks and 

loses her life to save others. Her character shows a different kind of female strength—pure, selfless 

care. This contrast with Mother Courage highlights the complexity of women’s identities shaped by 

war and survival. 

The play Mother Courage and Her Children also shows how class shapes identity. Mother Courage is 

poor. She works hard but cannot escape poverty. War makes the rich richer but makes life harder for 

poor people. Poor people must learn how to survive in hard times. This survival shapes who they are. 

Their identity is about adapting, not safety or tradition. Brecht also shows how capitalism changes 

people. Money and profit control life in the play. This makes people treat family and friends like 

business deals. Anna, leaves her family to get money. This shows how hard life is when money is the 

main concern.  
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Using Marxist theory, the play Mother Courage and Her Children shows how economic class and 

capitalism shape identity and survival. Mother Courage is poor and depends on war to make a living 

by selling supplies to soldiers. Even though she works hard, she can never escape poverty. The rich 

become richer from the war, but poor people like her suffer more. The war is driven by economic 

interests, and those in power use conflict to gain profit. This means war is not about heroes or values 

but about making money. People like Mother Courage are trapped, forced to keep trading and 

struggling to survive. Her identity is connected to her role as a worker in a capitalist system that treats 

people as tools for profit rather than as individuals. This shows how social class controls people’s lives 

and shapes who they are. 

Another main idea in this play Mother Courage and Her Children is alienation. Characters often feel 

separated from themselves and others. They take on new roles and change alliances to live. Mother 

Courage changes sides and makes deals, showing how identity is uncertain and shaped by survival 

needs. This forces the audience to think about her choices critically, not just to feel sorry for her. The 

play shows identity as complicated and always changing under pressure.This shows that identity is 

hard and changes with life’s challenges. 

The play Mother Courage and Her Children also talks about national and cultural identity. Mother 

Courage and her family move a lot. They cross borders and support different sides. Their loyalty to a 

country changes with survival. Home is not a safe place but wherever they can live another day. Still, 

they keep parts of their past, like names and memories. These remind them who they were before the 

war. At the end, the cost of survival is very clear. Mother Courage loses all her children and stays 

alone. Here surviving means losing family, home, and parts of inner self. Brecht shows real people 

making hard choices. Identity is something to fight for but can be lost or changed in war. Home is not 

a safe, fixed place but wherever they can survive another day. Still, they keep parts of their past, like 

names and memories. This shows how identity is fragile but also important. 

The play Mother Courage and Her Children asks some big questions: Who are we when everything 

we know is gone? How do we care for ourselves and others? What parts of us stay after big losses? 

These questions are still important today because many people face war even at present.Because of 

war, communities break down. People lose the steady connections that once gave them safety and 

belonging. They must change who they are again and again to survive. Identity becomes flexible, made 

through constant adaptation to the harsh world. At the end, Mother Courage loses all her children and 

is alone. Survival has cost her family, home, and part of herself. Brecht shows real people making 

difficult choices. Identity is something to fight for but can be lost or changed in war.  

Conclusion 

In this play Mother Courage and Her Children, using Marxist theory; it is clear how class and 

capitalism shape identity and survival in the play. War is a business for the rich and a trap for the poor. 

Using feminist theory, we understand how Mother Courage breaks traditional gender roles, showing 

women as strong and complex. The play shows that identity is fragile, changing, and shaped by many 

forces like war, economy, gender, and religion. Through Mother Courage’s story, Brecht teaches us 

that identity is always a struggle in a difficult world. Mother Courage and Her Children helps us 

understand how people change in hard times and why holding onto identity matters. This message is 

important today, as many still face conflict and change. 

 

 

 

https://ijnrd.org/
http://www.ijnrd.org/


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NOVEL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (IJNRD) 
© 2026 IJNRD | Volume 11, Issue 2, February 2026 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

  

IJNRDI001020 IJNRD - International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

106 

Works Cited 

Brecht, Bertolt. Mother Courage and Her Children. Translated by John Willett, edited by Hugh 

Rorrison, Methuen Drama Student Editions, Bloomsbury, ISBN 9789384052379. 

“Mother Courage and Her Children: Bertolt Brecht.” SparkNotes, 

www.sparknotes.com/drama/mothercourage/context/.  

Jamil, Abduljaleel Fadhil. “The Concept of Motherhood in Brecht’s ‘Mother Courage and Her 

Children.’” International Journal of English Language, Literature and Humanities, vol. 3, no. 4, 2015, 

pp. 393–403, ijellh.com/papers/2015/April/41-393-403-April-2015.pdf.  

“The Brechtian Ideology of Motherhood in Mother Courage and Her Children.” Academia.edu, 

www.academia.edu/101747388/The_Brechtian_Ideology_of_Motherhood_in_Mother_Courage_and

_her_Children. 

“Mother Courage and Her Children Essays and Criticism.” eNotes,  

www.enotes.com/topics/mother-courage/critical-essays/essays-criticism. 

“Mother Courage and Her Children: Mini Essays.” SparkNotes, 

www.sparknotes.com/drama/mothercourage/mini-essays/. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright & License: 

 

© Authors retain the copyright of this article. This work is published under the Creative 

Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0), permitting unrestricted use, 

distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. 

https://ijnrd.org/
http://www.ijnrd.org/
http://www.sparknotes.com/drama/mothercourage/context/
http://www.academia.edu/101747388/The_Brechtian_Ideology_of_Motherhood_in_Mother_Courage_and_her_Children
http://www.academia.edu/101747388/The_Brechtian_Ideology_of_Motherhood_in_Mother_Courage_and_her_Children
http://www.enotes.com/topics/mother-courage/critical-essays/essays-criticism
http://www.sparknotes.com/drama/mothercourage/mini-essays/

