
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NOVEL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (IJNRD) 
© 2026 IJNRD | Volume 11, Issue 9, September 2026 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

 

IJNRD2609268 IJNRD - International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org) 

 

 

c689 

Beyond Binaries: A Deconstructive Reading of Ira 

Trivedi’s There’s No Love on Wall Street 
 

                                           Sibia Mushtaq Mir, Dr. Sukhvinder Kaur 

                          School of liberal and Creative Arts (Social Sciences and languages) 

                                             Lovely Professional University, Punjab. 

 

Abstract 

 

Beyond Binaries represents a philosophical impulse to interrogate and transcend the rigid dualisms that 

structure thought, identity, and social relations. Karl Marx critiques the binary of bourgeoisie and proletariat, 

not to reinforce opposition but to envision a dialectical synthesis where class antagonisms are overcome 

through revolutionary praxis. In similar way, Sigmund Freud, by exposing the unconscious and its repressions, 

complicates the conscious/unconscious binary and reveals the instability of the rational subject. To emphasize 

it further, Fredrich Nietzsche unsettles binary moralities, good/evil, truth/falsehood by asserting perspectivism 

and the will to power, exposing how binaries are historically constructed to serve power. 

This paper, therefore, in this direction offers a critical reading of Ira Trivedi’s There’s No Love on the Wall 

Street through the philosophical frameworks of Jacques Derrida and Jiddu Krishnamurti, examining the 

novel’s interrogation of binary oppositions such as love and money, emotion and rationality, and finally 

tradition and modernity. By employing Derridean deconstructive method, the study reveals how these 

hierarchies are not only constructed but inherently unstable, embedded within the narrative’s capitalist 

context. The paper argues that Trivedi’s text does not simply portray the entrapment of identity within socio-

economic structures but gestures toward the possibility of rupture and liberation. By destabilizing oppositional 

thinking and challenging conditioned consciousness, the novel opens up imaginative spaces for authentic 

being beyond structural dualities. 
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Introduction 

 

Jacques Derrida is the founder of Deconstruction. The term has significantly impacted Anglo-American 

criticism. It challenges rationalist ideologies, particularly in the metaphysical tradition, and is often seen as a 

theory, method, school, or doctrine. Deconstruction is a critical literary analysis technique that challenges 

conventional assumptions of rationalist ideologies. It is based on a stable semantic taxonomy, characterized 

by oppositions like parole/ecriture, presence du sens/Différance, and logocentrism/Deconstruction. 

Binary Opposition is a fundamental concept to the theory of deconstruction which includes a pair of related 

terms or concepts that are opposite in meaning. Each unit is defined against its binary opposite. Derrida’s 

theory of Deconstruction is a critical literary analysis technique that challenges conventional assumptions of 

rationalist ideologies. Derrida's "strategy of reading" attacks Ferdinand de Saussure's Course in General 

Linguistics, which posits that language is a system founded on distinctions. Deconstruction is a method that 

highlights the complexities of literary and philosophical texts, which may contain irreconcilable 

ambivalences, contradictions, and aporias. 

 

The Necessity of Dismantling Binaries 

 

By breaking down the strict binaries of success and failure, love and ambition, the novel challenges readers 

to examine society standards and notions of pleasure. It forces us to address the intricacies of our own goals 

and motives, challenging us to find pleasure in authenticity rather than compliance. Through the characters' 

difficulties and achievements, There’s No Love on Wall Street tells us that genuine development and 

understanding come from accepting the messiness and ambiguities of life. In deconstructing these binaries, 

we are able to reveal the actual depth and complexity of our own narratives. 
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Findings 

 

There is No Love on Wall Street recounts the narrative of Maya, a young investment banker who is navigating 

the ruthless world of finance in New York City. As she climbs the corporate ladder, she finds herself caught 

between her ambition and her need for a meaningful relationship. Set against the background of the 2008 

financial crisis, the novel tackles themes of love, power, and the sacrifices we make in pursuit of achievement. 

Through Maya's journey, author Ira Trivedi challenges the concept that love and Wall Street are mutually 

incompatible. Trivedi brilliantly conveys the nuances of Maya's psychological struggle as she grapples with 

balancing her work objectives and personal connections. The novel goes deep into the strain and hardships 

experienced by women in male-dominated occupations, putting light on the compromises they are sometimes 

compelled to make. 

The novel is a riveting and thought-provoking novel that encourages readers to reassess their ideas of success 

and love in the modern world. Maya's tale serves as a sad reminder that, despite the harsh character of Wall 

Street, empathy and love can nevertheless win in the most unexpected places. As Maya navigates the ruthless 

world of finance, she finds herself continuously caught between ascending the business ladder and 

maintaining her love connections. The novel tackles the toll that her ambition has on her personal life, as well 

as the tough decisions she must make in order to thrive in a competitive field. It illustrates the significance of 

keeping loyal to oneself and hanging onto the principles that actually matter, even in the face of enormous 

pressure and hardship. Maya's journey is a stunning monument to the endurance of the human spirit and the 

continuing power of love in a society that often appears bereft of it. 

Deconstructing binaries in literature includes breaking down established dichotomies and disputing the 

concept of fixed categories. By blurring the borders between opposites such as success and failure, love and 

ambition, the novel challenges readers to rethink preconceived beliefs and examine the complexity of human 

experience. Through Maya's challenges and achievements, the plots eventually promote meditation on the 

connectivity of apparently different things in our lives. This deconstruction of binaries serves as a reminder 

that life is not just black and white, but rather a multifaceted spectrum of feelings and choices. As Maya 

navigates the competitive world of finance and grapples with her own personal issues, readers are reminded 

that life is not always clear or simply defined. The novel pushes people to accept the grey zones and embrace 

the inconsistencies that make up our life. By demonstrating the junction of love and ambition, success and 

failure, the novel challenges readers to examine their own ideas and views, eventually leading to a greater 

understanding of the complexity that define our lives. 

 

Key Findings 

 

1. The novel questions conventional concepts of success and failure, challenging readers to reevaluate their 

own definitions of accomplishment and contentment. 

2. Love is presented in numerous ways throughout the novel, from romantic connections to friendships, 

illustrating the complexity and subtleties of human connection. 

3. Ambition plays a key part in determining the characters' motives and actions, presenting concerns about 

the pursuit of objectives at whatever cost. 

4. By challenging cultural standards described in the novel, readers are pushed to reflect on their own views 

and values, stimulating debates about conformity vs authenticity. 

5. Through exploring the characters' challenges with social expectations, readers may explore further into 

issues of identity, progress, and self-discovery within the narrative framework of There’s No Love on Wall 

Street. 

 

Role of Binaries in the Novel's Overarching Themes 

 

There are numerous binaries featured in the novel which help to emphasize the complicated dynamics at play 

in the characters' lives. By contrasting these competing influences, the novel invites readers to reconsider the 

cultural frameworks that shape our actions and relationships. Through examining these binaries, readers are 

able to acquire a fuller understanding of the power struggles and tensions that occur within the characters' 

lives, as well as in the larger context of society. Exploration of how these binaries affect the characters and 

their interactions with one another, eventually leading to a fuller understanding of the intricacies of human 

nature. By dissecting the tensions between these conflicting forces, readers are encouraged to evaluate the 
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ways in which social influences may impact personal decisions and relationships. As the characters traverse 

the blurred borders between love and money, tradition and modernity, readers are pushed to confront their 

own views and biases, eventually encouraging a deeper analysis of the power dynamics at play in both the 

novel and in real life. Through this critical study, readers may obtain a greater understanding for the 

multifaceted investigation of cultural norms and values in There’s No Love on Wall Street. 

In the beginning of the novel Riya makes a statement "No more ill-fitting lab coats or smelly latex gloves! I 

would be a banking babe, don a sexy business suit and shiny pearls, attend cocktail receptions and fancy 

dinners"(Trivedi 2). This statements In the novel explains the binaries prevalent in the mind of the character 

Riya with respect to professions. When Riya’s mother insists her to get married, the proverb she uses here “it 

is easy to make chapati with a fresh, supple, young ball” (Trivedi 57). Riya feels disgusted that she has been 

compared to a ball of dough. Here the binary created is stereotypical. Her mother is of the view that a woman 

can have so many proposals to choose once when she is young and at the right age to get married and when 

this particular age passes, she becomes hardened like a dough ball. Which interests no one. So, the existence 

of woman here is disintegrated and deconstructed into a mere lifeless dough ball. In the novel, when W. 

Fitzgerald, a managing director in the consumer retail group at UBS addressed the aspiring banking girls ,they 

were all mesmerized by her personality and calm nature when one of the girl put forward a question to her, 

“Miss Fitzgerald, you are so successful and have made it to the top of the corporate ladder in a male dominated 

world, how do you maintain a work- family balance(Trivedi 23). Answering the questions calmly, she says, 

“You know it’s a struggle to be at the top. Women are doing professionally well professionally and are happily 

married, have husbands, families that should be the least of your worries” (Trivedi 23), but this very view is 

challenged when we get to know that she is unmarried. So, the very view of Fitzgerald about the work family 

balance is superficial and demarcates between her Outer reality and Inner reality. 

“Wall Street is a man eaten world; women have no place here” (Trivedi 208). This statement in the novel 

There is no love on the wall street creates a most universal binary of Men vs Women where the men is the 

predator and women are the prey. Again, in the chapter “Seduction”, the interview process is being 

deconstructed to a mere art of Seduction. The Protagonist compares the investment banking to a beautiful 

woman. The only occupation of the candidate is to Charm and impress the Man/ woman in power unless He 

/ She reciprocates and then takes you to the world which you have always dreamt of. 

 

Beyond Binaries 

 

By examining how characters challenge or subvert binary distinctions, we gain a deeper understanding of the 

complexity of human nature and the fluidity of morality. Through their actions and choices, the characters in 

this text force us to question our own preconceived ideas and confront the shades of grey that exist in the 

world. Ultimately, it is through this exploration of binaries that we are able to see the full range of human 

experience and emotion. This paper offers a deconstructive interpretation of There's No Love on Wall Street, 

focusing on how the novel subverts and transcends binary oppositions through its depiction of hybrid 

identities, emotional ambiguity, and cultural negotiation. By stressing the phrase "beyond binaries," the paper 

challenges essentialist conceptions and depicts a world in which identity is continually produced and reshaped 

in the face of conflicting desires, values, and global power structures. 

 

Moving Beyond the “Thinker” and the “Thought” 

 

Jiddu Krishnamurti, one of India's most original thinkers, challenged all forms of psychological conditioning 

and ideological conformity. Central to his teachings is the rejection of duality—the tendency of the mind to 

divide experience into fixed opposites such as good/evil, love/hate, self/other, and tradition/modernity. For 

Krishnamurti, such divisions are the result of a conditioned mind, not intrinsic truths. He argued that true 

perception and freedom emerge only when we transcend oppositional thinking and directly observe reality 

without the filters of thought, identity, or ideology. This philosophical perspective resonates powerfully with 

There’s No Love on Wall Street, which portrays a world dominated by external structures—Wall Street, 

patriarchy, culture, and ambition—that impose binary choices on the individual. Riya, the protagonist, is 

forced to choose—or appear to choose—between emotional connection and professional success, Eastern 

values and Western freedoms, dependence and agency. Krishnamurti repeatedly emphasized that internal 

conflict arises from contradiction—the gap between “what is” and “what should be.” He believed that modern 

life is filled with psychological suffering precisely because people live in a divided state—constantly pulled 
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between socially constructed ideals and personal realities. In the novel, Riya embodies this inner division: she 

wants meaningful love, yet is drawn into a world where relationships are commodified; she seeks 

independence, yet remains emotionally tethered to Indian familial expectations. 

Krishnamurti’s radical idea that the “thinker is the thought” also finds relevance in the novel’s exploration of 

identity. Riya tries to control her emotions and ambitions by separating her public and private selves. She 

believes she can “think” her way out of emotional vulnerability by adopting a purely professional identity. 

However, as the novel unfolds, this division becomes unsustainable. Her emotions influence her decisions at 

work; her ambition shapes her intimate life. Krishnamurti would argue that this fragmentation is illusory—

that the observer is not separate from the observed. This realization aligns with the novel’s deeper message: 

integration is not achieved by eliminating contradiction, but by seeing through it. Riya begins to understand 

that her suffering comes not from love or ambition themselves, but from identifying with the images and 

expectations associated with them. 

 

Beyond Either/Or: Toward a Plural Understanding 

 

There's No Love on Wall Street defies the logic of either/or.  Riya is neither a lover nor a careerist, Indian or 

Western, submissive or forceful; she is all of these things and more.  Her diversity indicates that binaries are 

ideological creations rather than intrinsic facts.  The novel demonstrates how human experience defies set 

classifications, instead flourishing in ambiguity, conflict, and contradiction.  In breaking down these 

oppositions, Trivedi's story is consistent with deconstructive theory, which holds that meaning is never fixed 

and identity is never complete.  The title's promise of "no love" is not a rejection of intimacy, but rather a 

reimagining of it—one in which love, like identity, is unstable, transactional, and intensely political. 

 

Analysis 

 

1.The manner in which the characters in the novel transcend standard gender norms and expectations, offer 

insight into how social frameworks impact individual identity. 

2. The Power dynamics within relationships are impacted by cultural boundaries like as race, class, and 

sexuality, revealing the intricacies of human interactions. 

3. The author employs symbolism and metaphor to portray binary oppositions in the novel, providing layers 

of meaning to the text and enhancing readers' comprehension of society institutions. 

4. Investigating how characters manage opposing values and ideas within their social settings, offer insight 

on the conflicts that develop when people defy or adapt to established standards. 

5. Reflecting on how readers' own ideas are challenged by observing people deal with dichotomies like 

freedom/liability, tradition/modernity, or individuality/society, women/men, love/hate; love-hate/hate-love, 

sex/gender during the novel's story development. By addressing these dichotomies, the novel challenges 

readers to contemplate the intricacies of human nature and the ways in which people negotiate their identities 

under the confines of their communities. 

7. Through the characters' difficulties and achievements, readers are urged to reflect on their own values and 

beliefs, and maybe even challenge the social institutions that mandate them. 

 

Discussion 

 

The dismantling of binary structures in Ira Trivedi’s There’s No Love on Wall Street finds deep resonance in 

the philosophical frameworks of Jacques Derrida and Jiddu Krishnamurti—two thinkers who, though coming 

from different traditions, challenge the foundations of oppositional thought. Derrida’s concept of différance 

reveals how binary opposites such as love/ambition, East/West, and male/female are not stable opposites but 

relational constructs whose meanings depend on each other and are always deferred. The novel illustrates this 

instability as Riya, the protagonist, constantly inhabits overlapping and contradictory spaces—professional 

and emotional, traditional and modern, assertive and vulnerable. These are not choices between opposites, but 

coexisting identities that resist resolution. Krishnamurti’s rejection of psychological fragmentation offers a 

complementary lens. Where Derrida deconstructs binaries in language and thought, Krishnamurti challenges 

the inner psychological divisions we impose upon ourselves through conditioned thinking. 

 

Outcome 
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This paper encourages social change and intersectionality, challenging societal norms and categorizations. 

The paper sparks critical debates and reimagines societal structures. 

Through Maya's journey, we are inspired to accept the chaos of life and discover beauty in the overlapping 

hues of grey. As Maya navigates the harsh world of finance and grapples with her own ambitions and fears, 

readers are invited to reflect on their own challenges and doubts. The novel's consideration of the conflict 

between personal satisfaction and social standards serves as a heartbreaking reminder that life is not always 

black and white.  There is No Love on Wall Street invites us to accept the intricacies of our own lives and find 

significance in the times of doubt and contradiction. In doing so, we are reminded that it is through these 

struggles that we are able to develop and fully appreciate the depth of our own stories. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The paper’s exploration of binaries goes beyond just gender roles and extends to other aspects of identity such 

as race, class, and sexuality. By highlighting the fluidity and complexity of these categories, the text disrupts 

the notion of fixed identities and opens up possibilities for greater understanding and acceptance. In doing so, 

the paper invites readers to question the systems of oppression that dictate who hold power and who is 

marginalized in society. Through its nuanced portrayal of characters navigating these intersections of identity, 

the paper ultimately underscores the need for collective action in dismantling these oppressive structures and 

creating a more just and equitable world for all. By challenging traditional binaries and emphasizing the 

fluidity of identities, the paper encourages readers to confront their own biases and prejudices. This process 

of self-reflection can lead to increased empathy and solidarity with marginalized communities, ultimately 

fostering a sense of shared humanity and interconnectedness. By highlighting the interconnected nature of 

oppression, the paper underscores the importance of intersectional approaches to social change that address 

the multiple layers of discrimination that individuals may face. In this way, the paper serves as a powerful 

catalyst for promoting social justice and equality. The paper thus becomes a site of philosophical inquiry, one 

that aligns with both poststructuralist critique and Eastern introspective insight. By moving beyond binaries, 

There’s No Love on Wall Street does not offer easy answers—it offers instead the possibility of seeing clearly, 

without judgment, and living authentically amid contradiction. 
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