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ABSTRACT:

Development must give way to protection of environment. This is the soul of the canon of statutes on
environment protection. Railways proposed a construction plan for development of passenger facilities, etc
in Bilaspur Railway Zone in the Bilaspur city of Chhattisgarh. In reference to the construction plan,
newspapers declare a proposal to cut some 100 or more trees. This paper provides a glimpse of rules on
environment protection prevalent in cases of deforestation of trees in human dwellings, lease hold area and
public spaces. The paper describes the concerns of the Hon’ble Supreme Court over compensatory
afforestation and urges the public authorities to utilize trees (old and dense) standing in the public ways for
example, like road divider, to install sign boards or to decorate the premises with usage of the trunk of these

trees. The paper emphasises on precedence of eco-centric value in comparison to the anthropocentrism.
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! United Nations, Declaration on Environment and Development (Rio de Janeiro 1992), https://www.cbd.int/doc/ref/rio-
declaration.shtml.

2 A e foegeture 99 9Ra |, (2022) 10 SCC 544. Tata Housing Development Company Limited, v. Aalok Jagga, (2020) 15
SCC 784.

3 https://www.moefcc-gep.in/about/aboutGCP;

https://forestsclearance.nic.in/writereaddata/Addinfo/0_0_6111512271291CAguidelines.pdf.
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WP®© 13381/ 1984, snfa| https://indiankanoon.org/doc/115910996/ .

6 India Today, Supreme Court pauses Mathura road and railway projects over afforestation delays

(Oct. 17, 2024), https://www.indiatoday.in/india/law-news/story/supreme-court-stays-mathura-road-and-railway-
projects-over-afforestation-delays-2618125-2024-10-17; Times of India, SC to Haryana: Come up with land
bank for compensatory afforestation (Oct. 20, 2023),
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/gurgaon/sc-to-haryana-come-up-with-land-bank-for-compensatory-
afforestation/articleshow/104567760.cms (last visited 04.08.2026), (W<t Y09 ¥ =189 @ W #.); Hindustan Times, SC
imposes hefty fines for illegal tree felling in Taj Trapezium Zone

(Feb. 12, 2025), https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/sc-imposes-hefty-fines-for-illegal-tree-felling-in-taj-trapezium-
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