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Abstract

The present study titled “Conflict Management and Rural Social Harmony: An Analytical Study of

Tanta Mukti Village Committees in Nashik District” examines the role of dispute-free village committees in
managing rural conflicts and promoting social harmony. In rural areas, disputes frequently arise due to issues
such as land ownership, family disagreements, encroachments, water distribution, and socio-political
differences. In order to resolve such disputes amicably at the local level and to promote social harmony, the
Government of Maharashtra launched the Mahatma Gandhi Tanta Mukti Gaon Abhiyan (Dispute-Free
Village Campaign) on 15 August 2007.
The present study focuses on selected villages in Nashik district and examines the functioning of Tanta
Mukti Village Committees as well as their contribution to rural conflict management and the promotion of
social harmony. The research adopts a descriptive and analytical methodology, and data were collected from
both primary and secondary sources. A total of 40 respondents were selected from 20 villages in Nashik
taluka, and data were collected using questionnaires and interview methods. The collected data were
analyzed using frequency and percentage techniques.

The findings of the study reveal that several disputes at the village level are being resolved amicably
through Tanta Mukti Village Committees, resulting in a reduction in the number of cases filed at police
stations. Furthermore, the local resolution of disputes has contributed to saving the time, money, and efforts
of rural citizens. The study also indicates that these committees promote social dialogue, cooperation, and
community participation. However, in some cases, limited public participation was also observed.

Overall, the study concludes that the Mahatma Gandhi Tanta Mukti Gaon Abhiyan has emerged as
an effective mechanism for conflict management, social harmony, and rural development. Therefore,
strengthening public awareness, providing training, and encouraging active participation of local leadership
are essential for the effective implementation of this campaign.

Keywords
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1. Introduction

In rural social structures, interdependence, social relationships, and a collective way of life play a
significant role. However, due to various social, economic, and personal factors, different types of disputes
and conflicts frequently arise at the village level. Disputes related to land, water resources, family matters,
encroachments, and social or political differences often emerge in rural communities. Such conflicts
sometimes disrupt social harmony and create tensions within the community. In such circumstances, the
timely and amicable resolution of disputes becomes essential for maintaining stability and peace in rural
society.
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In a democratic system like India, local self-government institutions based on the principle of

decentralization hold considerable importance. Mechanisms for alternative dispute resolution at the local
level can play an effective role in resolving village-level conflicts and maintaining social cohesion. In this
context, the Government of Maharashtra launched the Mahatma Gandhi Tanta Mukti Gaon Abhiyan
(Dispute-Free Village Campaign) on 15 August 2007. The primary objective of this initiative is to resolve
minor disputes in villages through mutual understanding and consensus, promote social harmony, reduce the
burden on the judicial system, and create a conducive environment for rural development.
Through the formation of Tanta Mukti Village Committees, efforts are made to encourage the participation
of various social groups in resolving disputes amicably. This process not only facilitates dispute resolution
but also promotes dialogue, cooperation, and trust among villagers. As a result, social harmony is
strengthened, and the implementation of rural development programs becomes more effective.

The present research titled “Conflict Management and Rural Social Harmony: An Analytical Study of
Tanta Mukti Village Committees in Nashik District” examines the functioning of Tanta Mukti Village
Committees in selected villages of Nashik taluka. The study empirically analyzes their role in conflict
management and their contribution to promoting rural social harmony.
2. Objectives of the Study
. To examine the process of conflict management in rural areas through the functioning of Tanta Mukti
Village Committees in Nashik district.
. To analyze the impact of Tanta Mukti Village Committees on rural social harmony and the
atmosphere of cooperation within the community.
. To evaluate the functioning of Tanta Mukti Village Committees, the extent of public participation,
and their contribution to rural development.
3. Hypotheses
. The effective functioning of Tanta Mukti Village Committees facilitates the amicable resolution of
disputes at the village level and strengthens rural social harmony.
. The resolution of disputes at the local level through Tanta Mukti Village Committees reduces
dependence on judicial processes and helps save the time, money, and efforts of citizens.
. Increased public participation in the functioning of Tanta Mukti Village Committees leads to more
effective implementation of rural development schemes.

4. Statement of the Problem
In rural society, interdependence, social relationships, and collective ways of life play a

significant role. However, disputes frequently arise at the village level due to issues such as the distribution
of economic resources, land-related conflicts, family disagreements, encroachments, water sharing, and
socio-political differences. If such disputes are not resolved promptly and amicably, they can disrupt social
harmony and may also hinder the process of rural development. In this context, the Government of
Maharashtra initiated the Mahatma Gandhi Tanta Mukti Gaon Abhiyan (Dispute-Free Village Campaign)
with the objective of establishing a mechanism for alternative dispute resolution at the village level. The
primary aim of this initiative is to resolve minor disputes within villages through mutual understanding and
consensus, reduce the burden on the judicial system, and maintain social unity. Through the establishment of
Tanta Mukti Village Committees, the campaign seeks to encourage the participation of local residents in
resolving disputes and maintaining peace within the community.
However, in practice, empirical studies examining the effectiveness of these committees, the extent of public
participation, their role in dispute resolution, and their contribution to promoting rural social harmony
remain limited. Particularly in the context of Nashik district, there is a lack of comprehensive research
analyzing the functioning and impact of Tanta Mukti Village Committees.

Therefore, the present study titled “Conflict Management and Rural Social Harmony: An
Analytical Study of Tanta Mukti Village Committees in Nashik District” seeks to examine the functioning of
Tanta Mukti Village Committees, their role in dispute resolution, the level of public participation, and their
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contribution to fostering social harmony in rural communities. The primary objective of this
research is to analyze the effectiveness of the Tanta Mukti Gaon Abhiyan through an in-depth examination
of these issues.
5. Review of Literature
In any research study, it is essential to review previous studies related to the subject. Such a
review helps in understanding the theoretical background of the research topic and identifying the research
gap. Since the present study focuses on “The Contribution of the Mahatma Gandhi Tanta Mukti Gaon
Abhiyan in the Context of Rural Development: A Special Reference to Nashik District,” a review of the
available literature related to rural development, Panchayati Raj institutions, the concept of Gram Swaraj,
and the Tanta Mukti Gaon campaign has been undertaken. Some of the important studies in this regard are
discussed below.
(a) Chavare, Yashwant (2009) — Tantamukti Sathi: Alternative Dispute Resolution and
Reconciliation
In this book, Yashwant Chavare explains the significance of alternative dispute resolution
mechanisms in the context of increasing conflicts in both rural and urban societies. The author argues that
resolving disputes through dialogue, mediation, and reconciliation is a more effective approach than lengthy
judicial procedures. The book highlights the role of dispute resolution committees at the village level, the
importance of public participation, and the usefulness of consensual processes in maintaining social
harmony within communities.
(b) Dighavkar, Pratap (2013) — Role of the Police in Society for Implementing Mahatma Gandhi Tanta
Mukti Gaon Mohim
In this research article, Pratap Dighavkar examines the role of police administration in implementing
the Mahatma Gandhi Tanta Mukti Gaon Mohim. According to the study, coordination between the Tanta
Mukti Committees and the police administration facilitates the amicable resolution of minor disputes at the
village level. As a result, the number of cases reaching the courts is reduced, thereby contributing to the
promotion of social harmony within rural communities.
(c) Chothe, A. U. (2015) — A Study of Tanta Mukti Gaon Mohim of the Maharashtra Administration
In this research article, A. U. Chothe analyzes the concept, objectives, and functioning of the Tanta
Mukti Gaon Mohim initiated by the Government of Maharashtra. The study indicates that the campaign
helps resolve minor disputes at the village level through amicable settlement and reduces the burden on the
judicial system. The author also emphasizes that the active participation of Gram Panchayats, local
leadership, and community members is a crucial factor for the success of the campaign.
(d) Shitole, Yashwant — Rural Development and Panchayat Raj Administration
In this work, Yashwant Shitole discusses the role of Panchayati Raj institutions in the process of rural
development. The author argues that decentralization, Gram Sabha participation, and public involvement can
significantly enhance the effectiveness of rural development initiatives. Efficient functioning of local self-
government institutions facilitates the resolution of village-level problems and accelerates the overall process
of rural development.
6. Research Methodology
The present study titled “Conflict Management and Rural Social Harmony: An Analytical Study of
Tanta Mukti Village Committees in Nashik District” examines the functioning of Tanta Mukti Village
Committees and their role in conflict management and the promotion of social harmony in rural areas. For
this purpose, an empirical research approach has been adopted. The study employs both descriptive and
analytical research methods. Data required for the research were collected from both primary and secondary
sources.
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(a) Study Area

For the present study, Nashik taluka of Nashik district has been selected as the study area. In order to
examine the rural social structure and the functioning of the Tanta Mukti Gaon Abhiyan, twenty villages
from this taluka were selected for the study.

(b) Sample Design

A total sample of 40 respondents was selected from the chosen villages for the study. The
respondents included Sarpanchs, Police Patils, Gram Sevaks, Chairpersons and members of the Tanta Mukti
Village Committees, as well as village residents.

(c) Methods of Data Collection

For the purpose of data collection, the questionnaire method and interview method were used.
Through these methods, information regarding the structure and functioning of Tanta Mukti Village
Committees, the process of dispute resolution, the extent of public participation, and the social impact of the
campaign was collected.

(d) Secondary Sources of Data

In order to make the research more comprehensive, various secondary sources such as reference
books, research theses, research articles, government reports, journals, and relevant websites were consulted.
7. Data Analysis and Discussion

In the present study, the primary data collected were analyzed using a systematic and scientific

approach. For this research, twenty villages from Nashik taluka of Nashik district were selected, and primary
data were collected from 40 respondents through questionnaires and interviews. The respondents included
Sarpanchs, Police Patils, Gram Sevaks, chairpersons and members of the Tanta Mukti Village Committees,
as well as village residents. The inclusion of representatives from different sections of rural society in the
sample enhances the realism and reliability of the study.
Nashik district is socially, economically, and culturally significant within the state of Maharashtra. Rural
areas in the district are largely influenced by agriculture, rural industries, and diverse social traditions. In
rural communities, disputes frequently arise due to issues related to land, water resources, family matters,
and social or political differences. Since Nashik district also has a significant tribal population, the role of
Tanta Mukti Village Committees becomes particularly important in resolving such disputes amicably at the
village level.

For the purpose of analysis, the collected data were classified and presented in tabular form.
Statistical analysis was conducted using frequency and percentage methods, and each table was accompanied
by explanatory interpretation. This approach made it easier to conduct a comparative analysis of the
responses provided by the respondents.

Overall, this research attempts to examine the functioning of Tanta Mukti Village Committees in
Nashik district and their contribution to conflict management, the promotion of social harmony, and the
encouragement of grassroots-level public participation in rural areas. The analysis also helps in assessing the
effectiveness of the Tanta Mukti Gaon Abhiyan and understanding the actual nature of dispute resolution
processes in rural society. For this purpose, the data have been categorized and analyzed through various
questions.

Table: Classification of Participation/Attendance in Gram Sabha during the Tanta Mukti Process

Sr. No. | Participation/Attendance in Gram Sabha | Frequency | Percentage | Cumulative Percentage
1 Voluntary participation 05 12.50 12.50

2 Limited participation 20 50.00 62.50

3 Does not participate 14 35.00 97.50

4 Not applicable 01 2.50 100

Total 40 100 -

Source: Primary Data
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The above table presents information regarding the participation and attendance of
citizens in Gram Sabha meetings. The data were collected based on the responses of 40 respondents selected
for the present study. The Gram Sabha is an important institution in the local self-government system and
serves as a key platform for citizen participation in planning and decision-making related to rural
development.

According to the table, 20 respondents (50 percent) reported that they participate in the Gram Sabha to a
limited extent. This indicates that although the importance of the Gram Sabha is acknowledged, actual
participation remains relatively restricted. Rural citizens may be aware of the functioning of the Gram
Sabha, but various social, economic, and personal factors may prevent them from attending regularly.
Furthermore, 14 respondents (35 percent) stated that they do not participate in Gram Sabha meetings. This
suggests a certain level of apathy or lack of awareness regarding participatory processes in rural governance.
Possible reasons may include limited trust in the decision-making process of the Gram Sabha, lack of time,
or insufficient awareness about its significance. On the other hand, 5 respondents (12.50 percent) reported
voluntary participation in Gram Sabha meetings. Such active participation is considered crucial for
strengthening grassroots democracy. Increased citizen involvement can make village-level decision-making
more transparent, participatory, and people-oriented.

Overall, the analysis indicates that active and voluntary participation in the Gram Sabha is relatively

low, while the majority of citizens exhibit limited or no participation. This situation may pose challenges for
the effective functioning of rural democracy.
Therefore, to enhance the effectiveness of the Gram Sabha, it is essential to create greater awareness among
citizens, ensure transparency in the decision-making process, and encourage open discussions on local
issues. Strengthening coordination between the Gram Sabha and the Tanta Mukti Village Committees can
further enhance public participation at the village level and contribute to strengthening rural social harmony.
Table: Major Types and Causes of Disputes in the Village

JNRD

Sr. No. | Major Types and Causes of Disputes | Frequency | Percentage | Cumulative Percentage
1 Personal disputes 6 15.00 15.00

2 Family disputes 10 25.00 40.00

3 Water-related disputes 2 5.00 45.00

4 Social / political conflicts 1 2.50 47.50

5 Theft / physical conflicts 2 5.00 52.50

6 Encroachment-related disputes 8 20.00 72.50

7 Land / agricultural disputes 10 25.00 97.50

8 Others 1 2.50 100

Total 40 100 -

Source: Primary Data

The above table presents the major types of disputes occurring in villages and their relative
distribution. The data were collected from the responses of 40 respondents selected for the present study.
The information provides insights into the nature and underlying causes of conflicts in rural areas.

According to the table, family disputes and land/agricultural disputes constitute the most common
forms of conflicts, each accounting for 25 percent of the responses. In rural societies, land is considered a
significant economic and social asset. Disputes related to land ownership, boundary demarcation, inheritance
rights, and agricultural land distribution often lead to conflicts among villagers. Similarly, family disputes
frequently arise due to disagreements over property distribution, marital issues, and internal family conflicts.
Encroachment-related disputes account for 20 percent of the cases. Such conflicts often occur due to
unauthorized occupation of public spaces, village roads, or agricultural land, which can lead to tensions
among community members.

Personal disputes represent 15 percent of the cases, generally arising from interpersonal
misunderstandings, strained social relations, or minor disagreements among individuals. In addition, water-
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NRD related disputes (5 percent) and theft or physical conflicts (5 percent) are relatively less frequent.
In rural areas, disagreements sometimes emerge due to issues related to water supply or irrigation systems.
Furthermore, social or political disputes (2.50 percent) and other types of conflicts (2.50 percent) are found
to occur in very limited numbers.

Overall, the analysis indicates that most rural conflicts are primarily associated with land-related
issues, family disagreements, and encroachment problems. Therefore, the role of Tanta Mukti Village
Committees becomes crucial in resolving such disputes amicably at the local level. Effective mediation by
these committees can facilitate timely conflict resolution, help maintain social harmony within the village,
and create a favorable environment for rural development.

Table: Classification of Changes in the Village due to the Tanta Mukti Village Campaign

Sr. Changes Observed due to the Tanta Mukti | Frequency | Percentage Cumulative
No. Village Campaign Percentage

1 Increase in social harmony 4 10.00 10.00

2 Improvements at the administrative level 3 7.50 17.50

3 Illegal activities and businesses stopped 4 10.00 27.50

4 Reduction in the number of disputes 9 22.50 50.00

5 Timely access to justice 7 17.50 67.50

6 Partial changes observed 7 17.50 85.00

7 No change observed 6 15.00 100

Total 40 100 —

Source: Primary Data
Changes in the Village due to the Tanta Mukti Gaon Campaign

lllegal Businesses Stopped

. Administrative Improvements
Disputes Reduced

22%

Social Harmony Increased
10%

© No Change

Timely Justice
15%

18%

Some Changes Observed
18%

The above table presents the opinions of respondents regarding the changes observed in the village
following the implementation of the Tanta Mukti Village Campaign. The data were collected from the
responses of 40 respondents selected for the present study. The statistics highlight the perceived impact of
the activities of the Tanta Mukti Village Committees on rural society. According to the table, the largest
proportion of respondents (22.50 percent) reported that the number of disputes in the village has decreased.
This indicates that the Tanta Mukti Village Committees have contributed to resolving conflicts amicably at
the village level. The local resolution of disputes also helps reduce reliance on formal legal procedures and
court processes. Further, 17.50 percent of respondents each stated that justice is delivered in a timely manner
and that some degree of change has been observed in the village. This suggests that the presence of Tanta
Mukti Committees has facilitated quicker dispute resolution and improved local conflict management
mechanisms. Additionally, 10 percent of respondents each observed that social harmony has increased and
that illegal activities and businesses have been curtailed. These responses indicate that the campaign has
contributed to strengthening social cohesion and maintaining law and order at the village level. A smaller
proportion of respondents (7.50 percent) reported improvements at the administrative level, suggesting that
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coordination between the Gram Panchayat and the Tanta Mukti Village Committee may have
enhanced the effectiveness of local governance.
On the other hand, 15 percent of respondents stated that no significant change has occurred in the village.
This may indicate certain limitations in the functioning of the committees in some villages or the possibility
of limited public participation in the campaign.

Overall, the analysis suggests that the Tanta Mukti Village Campaign has led to several positive
outcomes, including a reduction in disputes, improved access to timely justice, and increased social
harmony. Although some respondents did not observe substantial changes, the majority acknowledged that
the campaign has contributed positively to rural society. Therefore, the findings highlight that Tanta Mukti
Village Committees play an important role in conflict management and the promotion of social cohesion in
rural areas.

Table: Participation of Village Residents in Public Festivals, Celebrations, and Community Events

Sr. Participation of Village Residents in Public | Frequency | Percentage Cumulative
No. Festivals and Events Percentage

1 No 3 7.50 7.50

2 Disagree 4 10.00 17.50

3 Agree 9 22.50 40.00

4 Strongly Agree 24 60.00 100

5 Not Applicable 0 0 100

Total 40 100 —

Source: Primary Data

The above table presents information regarding the extent of participation of village residents in
public festivals, celebrations, and community events. The data were collected based on the responses of 40
respondents selected for the present study. In rural societies, festivals and community programs are
considered important social platforms that strengthen social cohesion and collective identity. According to
the table, 24 respondents (60 percent) strongly agreed that all villagers participate in public festivals and
social events. This indicates that social unity, mutual cooperation, and a strong sense of community are still
prevalent in rural areas. Additionally, 9 respondents (22.50 percent) agreed with the statement, suggesting
that festivals and social gatherings serve as important occasions that bring together different sections of the
village community and promote social interaction. On the other hand, 4 respondents (10 percent) disagreed
with the statement, while 3 respondents (7.50 percent) indicated that not all villagers participate in such
events. This suggests that in some cases social, economic, or political differences may limit the participation
of certain groups within the village.

Overall, the analysis indicates that a majority of villagers actively participate in public festivals,
celebrations, and social programs. Such collective activities contribute to strengthening interpersonal
communication, cooperation, and social harmony within the village community. The findings also suggest
that the functioning of Tanta Mukti Village Committees may help reduce local conflicts and encourage
greater community participation, thereby reinforcing social unity in rural areas.

Table: Classification of Responses Regarding Reduction in Police Cases Due to the Mahatma Gandhi
Tanta Mukti Village Campaign

Sr. Opinion on Reduction in the Number of Cases | Frequency | Percentage Cumulative
No. Filed at Police Stations Percentage

1 Strongly Disagree 5 12.50 12.50

2 Disagree 6 15.00 27.50

3 Neutral 2 5.00 32.50

4 Agree 8 20.00 52.50

5 Strongly Agree 19 47.50 100

6 Not Applicable 0 0 100

Total 40 100 -

Source: Primary Data
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‘ ' Classification of Opinions on the Reduction in the Number of Cases Filed at
Police Stations
Not Applicable | | |
Strongly Agree
Agree
Neutral —
Disagree o
Strongly Disagree
0 20 40 60 80 100 120
Strongly . Strongly Not
Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree | Applicable
Frequency 5 6 2 8 19 0
m Percentage 125 15 5 20 47.5 0
m Cumulative Percentage 125 275 325 52.5 100 100

The above table presents the classification of respondents’ opinions regarding whether the Mahatma
Gandhi Tanta Mukti Village Campaign has contributed to reducing the number of cases filed at police
stations. The data were collected from the responses of 40 respondents selected for the present study.
According to the table, the majority of respondents, 19 (47.50 percent), strongly agreed that the number of
cases registered at police stations has decreased due to the implementation of the Tanta Mukti Village
Campaign. Similarly, 8 respondents (20 percent) agreed with this statement. This indicates that a significant
proportion of respondents believe that the campaign has been effective in resolving disputes at the village
level, thereby reducing the need to approach formal law enforcement agencies.

However, 6 respondents (15 percent) disagreed and 5 respondents (12.50 percent) strongly disagreed with
the statement, suggesting that in some villages the campaign may not have significantly influenced the
number of cases filed at police stations.

Additionally, 2 respondents (5 percent) expressed a neutral opinion, indicating uncertainty or lack of
sufficient evidence regarding the campaign’s impact on police case registrations.

Overall, the analysis indicates that a majority of respondents perceive that the Tanta Mukti Village
Campaign has contributed to reducing the number of disputes reaching police stations, as many conflicts are
resolved amicably at the village level through mediation by the Tanta Mukti Committees. This local dispute
resolution mechanism not only reduces the burden on the formal legal system but also promotes social
harmony and cooperative conflict management within rural communities.

Table: Classification of Opinions on Saving of Time, Money, and Effort due to the Tanta Mukti
Village Committee

Sr. Opinion on Whether the Tanta Mukti Village | Frequency | Percentage | Cumulative

No. Committee Saves Citizens’ Time, Money, and Percentage
Effort

1 Yes 10 25.00 25.00

2 To Some Extent 23 57.50 82.50

3 No 6 15.00 97.50

4 Not Applicable 1 2.50 100

Total 40 100 -

Source: Primary Data

The above table presents respondents’ opinions regarding whether the Tanta Mukti Village
Committee helps save the time, money, and effort of village residents. The data were collected from 40
respondents selected for the present study.
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According to the table, the majority of respondents (57.50 percent) believe that the

committee helps save time, money, and effort to some extent. Additionally, 25 percent of respondents stated
that the committee clearly contributes to such savings. These responses indicate that the local resolution of
disputes through the Tanta Mukti Committee reduces the need for lengthy legal procedures and repeated
visits to police stations or courts.

However, 15 percent of respondents expressed the view that the committee does not significantly contribute
to saving time, money, or effort. Meanwhile, 2.50 percent of respondents reported that the question was not
applicable to them.

Overall, the findings suggest that the Tanta Mukti Village Committee plays an important role in
reducing the social and economic burden associated with dispute resolution in rural areas, thereby
facilitating quicker and more cost-effective conflict management.

8. Testing of Hypotheses

In the present study, the hypotheses formulated were tested based on the analysis of the collected
primary data. Information was collected from 40 respondents from selected villages in Nashik taluka using
questionnaire and interview methods. The collected data were analyzed using frequency and percentage
techniques.

Hypothesis 1

Effective functioning of the Tanta Mukti Village Committees helps resolve disputes amicably at the
village level and strengthens rural social harmony.

Based on the data related to citizens’ participation in public festivals and social events, the nature of disputes
in villages, and the changes observed due to the Tanta Mukti Village Campaign, it appears that the number
of disputes in villages has decreased to some extent and social harmony has improved. Therefore, this
hypothesis is largely supported by the findings of the study.

Hypothesis 2

Local resolution of disputes through Tanta Mukti Village Committees reduces dependence on formal
judicial processes and saves citizens’ time, money, and effort.

According to the collected data, 47.50 percent of respondents strongly agreed and 20 percent agreed that the
number of cases registered at police stations has decreased due to the Tanta Mukti Village Campaign.
Furthermore, 82.50 percent of respondents acknowledged that the Tanta Mukti Village Committee helps
save the time, money, and effort of citizens. Hence, this hypothesis is found to be valid and supported by the
study.

Hypothesis 3

Greater public participation in the functioning of Tanta Mukti Village Committees leads to more
effective implementation of rural development schemes.

The data regarding participation in Gram Sabha meetings indicate that while some level of citizen
participation exists, voluntary participation remains relatively limited. However, in areas where public
participation is observed, social harmony and a spirit of cooperation tend to increase. Therefore, this
hypothesis is partially supported.

9. Conclusion

The present study titled “Conflict Management and Rural Social Harmony: An Analytical Study of
Tanta Mukti Village Committees in Nashik District” examines the functioning of Tanta Mukti Village
Committees and their contribution to conflict management and the promotion of social harmony in rural
society. The analysis is based on primary data collected from 40 respondents across 20 selected villages in
Nashik taluka. The collected data were analyzed using frequency and percentage methods, and several
important findings emerged from the analysis.

First, with regard to participation in the Gram Sabha, it was observed that the participation of citizens
remains limited. About 50 percent of respondents reported participating only to a limited extent, while 35
percent indicated that they do not participate in Gram Sabha meetings at all. This suggests that although the
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Gram Sabha holds significant importance in the rural democratic system, there is still a need to
increase active citizen participation. Greater involvement in Gram Sabha meetings can lead to more effective
discussions on local issues and strengthen mechanisms for dispute resolution at the village level.

The analysis of the nature of disputes in villages indicates that most rural conflicts arise from land or
agricultural disputes, family disputes, and encroachment-related issues. Family disputes and land-related
disputes each account for 25 percent, while encroachment-related disputes account for 20 percent. These
findings highlight that economic resources, particularly land, remain a major source of conflict in rural
society. In such circumstances, the role of Tanta Mukti Village Committees becomes crucial in resolving
disputes amicably at the local level.

The analysis of the impact of the Tanta Mukti Village Campaign reveals several positive changes in

villages. About 22.50 percent of respondents reported a reduction in the number of disputes, while 17.50
percent stated that the campaign has helped ensure timely justice. Many respondents also acknowledged that
some level of positive change has occurred in their villages. These findings suggest that Tanta Mukti Village
Committees function as an effective local platform for dispute resolution.
With regard to public festivals, celebrations, and social programs, a majority of respondents reported active
participation by village residents. Approximately 60 percent of respondents strongly agreed that all citizens
participate in such events. This indicates that social unity and community spirit remain strong in rural
society. The functioning of Tanta Mukti Village Committees appears to contribute to reducing local conflicts
and strengthening social harmony.

The findings further indicate that the Mahatma Gandhi Tanta Mukti Village Campaign has
contributed to reducing the number of cases registered at police stations. About 67.50 percent of respondents
either agreed or strongly agreed with this statement. This suggests that the local resolution of disputes
through Tanta Mukti Village Committees reduces dependence on formal legal procedures.

In addition, the study shows that the functioning of Tanta Mukti Village Committees helps save the
time, money, and effort of village residents. Approximately 82.50 percent of respondents responded either
“Yes” or “To some extent,” indicating that the committees provide relief to citizens by resolving disputes
locally. This reduces the need for lengthy legal processes, financial expenditure, and time consumption
associated with formal dispute resolution mechanisms.

Overall, the findings of this study suggest that Mahatma Gandhi Tanta Mukti Village Committees
serve as an effective alternative mechanism for conflict management in rural areas. Through these
committees, disputes can be resolved quickly at the local level, thereby promoting social harmony and
reducing the burden on formal judicial and administrative systems.

However, certain challenges remain, such as limited public participation in some areas, variations in
the effectiveness of committees, and a lack of awareness among citizens. Therefore, to enhance the
effectiveness of the Tanta Mukti Village Committees, it is necessary to increase participation in Gram Sabha
meetings, promote public awareness, and strengthen coordination between local administration and the
committees.

In conclusion, the Tanta Mukti Village Campaign is not merely a mechanism for dispute resolution
but also an important people-oriented initiative that promotes social cohesion, community participation, and
rural development.

Y

10. Conclusion

Based on the analysis of the collected data, it is evident that the Mahatma Gandhi Tanta Mukti
Village Campaign has helped resolve many disputes arising at the village level through amicable settlement.
This process has contributed to reducing the burden on formal judicial and police systems to some extent,
while also saving the time, money, and effort of citizens. Furthermore, the functioning of these committees
has played an important role in strengthening social harmony, mutual cooperation, and community spirit
within villages.
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However, the study also reveals that public participation remains limited in certain areas. Therefore, in order
to enhance the effectiveness of Tanta Mukti Village Committees, it is necessary to promote public
awareness, provide training, and encourage active participation from local leadership and community
members.

Overall, the findings of the study indicate that the Tanta Mukti Village Campaign serves as an
effective mechanism for conflict management, social cohesion, and rural development in village
communities.

11. Recommendations

1. Enhancing Public Participation : To make the functioning of Tanta Mukti Village Committees
more effective, it is necessary to increase active participation of citizens through Gram Sabha meetings,
awareness programs, and community engagement initiatives.

2. Training and Capacity Building : Regular training should be provided to the Chairpersons and
members of the Tanta Mukti Village Committees on conflict resolution, mediation techniques, and
communication skills to improve their effectiveness in resolving disputes.

3. Strengthening Administrative Coordination : Greater coordination among the Gram Panchayat,
police department, and revenue administration can help in resolving disputes more efficiently and promptly.
4. Improving Record Keeping and Documentation : Proper documentation of committee meetings,

dispute resolution processes, and final decisions should be maintained to ensure transparency and
accountability in the functioning of the committees.

5. Awareness and Incentive Mechanisms : Special awareness campaigns should be conducted to
inform villagers about the objectives and benefits of the Tanta Mukti Village Campaign. In addition,
recognition and incentives should be provided to villages that demonstrate effective implementation of the
campaign.
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