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Abstract

Primary education serves as the foundation for a child’s intellectual growth, social behavior, and emotional
well-being. Despite its importance, the successful attainment of primary education objectives continues to face
numerous obstacles. These challenges arise from the difficulties experienced by key stakeholders, including
parents, teachers, and students. This research paper seeks to examine and evaluate the significant issues affecting
these groups. The study focuses on factors such as socio-economic limitations, insufficient learning resources,
poor infrastructural facilities, excessive teacher responsibilities, limited parental participation, and student-
related concerns such as learning barriers and lack of motivation. Furthermore, the paper proposes practical
measures to enhance the quality, reach, and effectiveness of primary education.
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Introduction

Primary education forms the base upon which the whole education system is built. Its primary objective is to
foster essential skills such as reading, writing, numeracy, ethical values, and social competence in young
learners. In spite of various governmental policies and educational initiatives, the effective realization of these
objectives remains difficult due to numerous challenges. The principal stakeholders—parents, teachers, and
students—encounter distinct yet closely linked problems that influence the learning process. Gaining a clear
understanding of these challenges is vital for enhancing the overall quality and effectiveness of primary
education.

Objective of the Study
The primary aims of this research are:

e To explore the difficulties experienced by parents in providing effective support for primary education.
e To examine the challenges encountered by teachers in ensuring quality teaching and learning.

¢ To investigate the problems faced by students throughout the primary education stage.

e To recommend effective measures for enhancing the overall outcomes of primary education.

Research Methodology

The study employs a descriptive research approach to explore the challenges encountered by parents, teachers,
and students in fulfilling the objectives of primary education. It is based exclusively on secondary data, which
were carefully gathered from credible sources such as scholarly journals, government reports on education,
books, academic publications, and educational websites.

The collected information was systematically examined using a qualitative method of analysis, emphasizing the
interpretation of existing literature on issues related to primary education. This approach facilitated a detailed
understanding of the viewpoints of major stakeholders and helped identify recurring patterns and challenges
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affecting primary education. The research further incorporates comparative analysis and critical assessment of
earlier studies to develop relevant conclusions and practical recommendations.

Issues Faced by Parents

Parents play an essential role in enhancing a child’s academic growth and overall development; however,
various obstacles limit their ability to actively support primary education.

1. Economic Challenges

Economic hardship is one of the most significant difficulties faced by parents. Families with limited financial
resources often find it difficult to meet basic educational expenses such as books, uniforms, stationery, and
additional academic support. In certain situations, financial stress compels parents to engage children in income-
generating activities, which adversely affects school attendance and academic performance.

2. Lack of Educational Awareness

A large number of parents, especially those from rural and underprivileged backgrounds, lack adequate
awareness of the long-term benefits of primary education. Additionally, parental illiteracy limits their capacity
to assist children with learning activities at home, resulting in reduced academic guidance and motivation.

3. Limited Time Availability

Heavy work commitments, particularly among working parents and daily wage earners, often prevent adequate
supervision of children’s academic work. Consequently, parental participation in school-related activities such
as parent—teacher interactions and academic monitoring remain minimal, which may negatively influence a
child’s educational progress.

4. Language and Cultural Challenges

Differences in language create barriers for parents when the medium of instruction is unfamiliar. Migrant
families also experience cultural adaptation difficulties, making it challenging for them to understand school
norms and effectively support their children within the primary education system.

Issues Faced by Teachers

Teachers are key contributors to the attainment of primary education goals; however, a range of challenges
affects their capacity to provide effective and high-quality teaching.

1. Overcrowded Classrooms

Overcrowded classrooms represent a significant challenge for teachers. An excessive student—teacher ratio
complicates classroom management and limits opportunities for individualized instruction. Consequently,
addressing the varied learning abilities and needs of students becomes increasingly difficult.

2. Insufficient Professional Training

Many teachers do not receive regular or adequate professional development opportunities. Limited access to
training programs reduces familiarity with innovative instructional strategies, learner-centered approaches, and
modern educational technologies. This gap directly influences the effectiveness of classroom teaching.

3. Inadequate Infrastrucuture

Infrastructural shortcomings further disrupt the teaching and learning process. A lack of appropriate teaching
materials, digital tools, and properly maintained classrooms restricts lesson delivery. Poor physical conditions
also adversely affect teaching performance and student participation.

4. Excessive Administrative Responsibilities

Teachers frequently shoulder additional non-instructional responsibilities, including administrative tasks, data
management, and reporting work. The heavy paperwork burden reduces the time and energy available for lesson
preparation, student engagement, and academic support, ultimately diminishing teaching effectiveness.

[JNRD2602114 ‘ IJNRD - International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org) bl115



https://ijnrd.org/
http://www.ijnrd.org/

kf INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NOVEL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (IJNRD) a
> é‘o © 2026 IINRD | Volume 11, Issue 2, February 2026 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | INRD.ORG B O b

Issues Faced by Students

Students represent the core focus of the education system and are directly affected by the difficulties that exist
within it. During the primary education phase, a range of academic, physical, and emotional factors influence
students’ learning processes and overall growth.

1. Learning Difficulties

A significant number of students face learning challenges that often remain unnoticed in the early years. The
lack of early identification, timely evaluation, and suitable remedial instruction results in learning gaps,
particularly among slow learners. Without personalized academic support, these students frequently experience
declining performance and diminished interest in studies.

2. Low Motivation Levels

Reduced motivation is a common concern among primary-level students. Anxiety related to academic failure
and performance expectations discourages active engagement in learning activities. Furthermore, repetitive and
uninteresting teaching practices fail to capture students’ attention, leading to a gradual loss of enthusiasm for
learning.

3. Health and Nutritional Challenges

Health and nutrition play a crucial role in a child’s ability to learn effectively. Poor nutrition adversely affects
students’ concentration, stamina, and attendance. Additionally, inadequate hygiene standards and limited health
facilities in schools increase the risk of illness, thereby interrupting regular learning.

4. Emotional and Social Challenges

Emotional and social factors also have a strong impact on students’ educational experiences. Excessive pressure
from parents can cause stress and anxiety among children. Incidents such as bullying, along with low self-
esteem, negatively influence students’ emotional health, classroom participation, and overall academic
achievement.

Implications for the Goals of Primary Education

The difficulties encountered by parents, teachers, and students collectively hinder the effective realization of
primary education objectives. These challenges directly affect the acquisition of fundamental literacy and
numeracy skills, thereby weakening the academic base essential for future learning. Unfavorable teaching and
learning conditions often lead to low academic achievement and delayed skill development.

Furthermore, such challenges contribute to inconsistent school attendance and increased dropout rates at the
primary level. Issues including financial constraints, health-related problems, and low learner motivation further
reduce regular participation in education. Consequently, the overall standard of education declines, limiting the
effectiveness of instructional practices. In addition, the comprehensive development of children—encompassing
intellectual, emotional, social, and moral aspects—is negatively influenced, restricting their ability to reach their
full potential during the crucial formative years.

Suggestions and Recommendations

To address the challenges faced by parents, teachers, and students and to strengthen the achievement of primary
education goals, the following measures are recommended.

Financial assistance schemes should be expanded and effectively implemented to support economically
disadvantaged families. Providing subsidies for textbooks, uniforms, meals, and other essential educational
resources can help reduce the financial burden on parents and encourage regular school attendance among
children.
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Parent awareness programs should be promoted to highlight the importance of primary education and active
parental involvement. Community participation through local organizations and school-based initiatives can
strengthen collaboration between parents and schools, creating a supportive learning environment for students.

Regular professional training programs should be organized for teachers to enhance their teaching skills and
familiarize them with innovative and child-centered instructional methods. At the same time, reducing excessive
administrative responsibilities can allow teachers to devote more time to lesson planning, classroom interaction,
and student support.

Improvement in school infrastructure is essential for effective teaching and learning. Schools should be
equipped with adequate classrooms, teaching aids, and digital learning tools to enhance student engagement and
improve educational quality.

Finally, the adoption of student-friendly teaching approaches should be encouraged to make learning more
interactive and enjoyable. Counseling and guidance services should also be provided to address students’
emotional, academic, and social needs, thereby supporting their overall development.

Conclusion

The achievement of primary education goals depends on the combined efforts of parents, teachers, and
policymakers. This study highlights that the challenges faced by these stakeholders are interconnected and
significantly influence the effectiveness of primary education. Addressing these issues through well-planned
and targeted interventions can lead to meaningful improvements in educational outcomes.

Creating a supportive learning environment, ensuring well-trained and motivated teachers, and promoting
informed and actively involved parents are crucial for strengthening the foundation of primary education. When
these elements work together, they contribute to the holistic development of children and help build a strong
base for lifelong learning. Therefore, sustained collaboration and commitment from all stakeholders are essential
to enhance the quality and success of primary education.
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