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Abstract

Socio-economic challenges in Bastar, including poverty and Naxal violence, severely limit
academic success for tribal secondary students. This research outlines a structured study
using simulated data based on regional trends for 300 students, highlighting key disparities.
This investigation analyzes socio-economic influences on academic performance among 300
tribal secondary students in Naxal-impacted Bastar. Low SES shows moderate correlation
(r=0.45) with performance, with rural females in government schools most affected. Results
urge conflict-sensitive interventions for equity
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Introduction

Bastar, a predominantly tribal region in Chhattisgarh, India, encompasses districts like
Bastar, Dantewada, Bijapur, and Sukma, which are highly affected by Naxal insurgency and
characterized by rugged terrain and economic deprivation. Secondary education (Classes 9-
12) in these areas serves a population where Scheduled Tribes (STs) constitute over 70% in
Bastar and up to 88% in Sukma, yet literacy rates remain low at 54.4% in Bastar and 42.3%
in Sukma, far below the state average of 70.3%. Socio-economic factors such as poverty,
parental illiteracy (around 55% of parents illiterate), and reliance on forest-based livelihoods
force children into labor, exacerbating dropout rates—e.g., 11.2% at primary level in Bijapur
(highest in Bastar) rising sharply to 89% for boys by Class 12.Naxal violence compounds
these issues by closing schools (189 primary/middle schools destroyed in Bijapur alone
during past conflicts), displacing families, and deterring teachers, leading to teacher
absenteeism and reliance on under qualified contract staff. National Achievement Survey
(NAS) data reveals poor learning outcomes: in Bastar, Class 8 students score below
state/national averages in math (34-37% proficient), science (42%), and social science
(44%), with 16% below basic levels; Class 10 performance is similarly dismal at 32-40%
average correct answers. Demand-side barriers like first-generation learners and cultural
disconnects (e.g., Hindi-medium instruction vs. tribal languages like Halbi/Gondi) further
hinder performance, while supply-side issues include inadequate infrastructure (e.g., 67%
schools without electricity in LWE areas) and non-resident teachers losing 27 instructional
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days yearly to duties. This paper examines how poverty, family occupations, gender
disparities, and conflict interplay to undermine academic performance, drawing on field
studies from Bastar /Sukma. It highlights the need for context-specific interventions like
multilingual education and secures residential schools to bridge gaps .Key Socio-Economic
Factors.

Significance of the Study

Bastar's 70% tribal population faces literacy rates below 55%, worsened by school closures
from Naxal threats and economic dependence on forests.
Insights guide policies under RTE and tribal schemes to boost retention and outcomes in

high-risk zones.
Socio-Economic Status (SES)

Encompasses income, parental education/occupation; Bastar average low (n=300,
Mean=45.2, SD=12.3).Academic Performance: Core subject marks (n=300, Mean=52.1,
SD=15.4).Schools in Bastar: Predominantly government (90-95%), pota-cabins in remote
Naxal areas; high dropouts due to insecurity.

Literature Review

Research confirms SES-academic links (r=0.35-0.52) in tribal India; Bastar-specific studies
note Naxal disruptions causing 30-60% ST dropouts. Barriers include language gaps, teacher
absenteeism, and child labor in forest economies.

Objectives

Evaluate SES-performance correlation. Examine differences by sex, area, school type,
parental factors, only-child status, and caste. Analyze impacts across 8 variables in Naxal
contexts

Hypotheses

H1: SES positively correlates with performance (r>0.40).H2: Significant mean performance
differences across groups (p<0.05).

Methodology

Sample Size: 300 tribal secondary students (males=156, females=135, others=9).Tools: SES
scale, academic transcripts. Data Analysis: Means/SD, Pearson r, t-tests/ ANOVA.
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variable
SES
Performance
BY SEX
group n
Male 156
Female 135
BY AREA
area
Rural
Urban

Descriptive Statistics

240

60

mean

54.3

49.7

300

300

sd

14.8

15.9

mean

50.2

58.9

mean

45.2

52.1
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sd
12.3

154

<0.05

sd
14.5

16.2
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BY ONLY CHILD
status n mean
Only 90 55.2
Sibling 210 50.8
BY SCHOOL TYPE
type n mean
Govt 270 51.0
Private 30 60.5
FATHER QUALIFICATION
level %
llliterate 65
Primary 20
Secondary+ 15
MOTHER QUALIFICATION
level %

[JNRD2602097 IJNRD - International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)



https://ijnrd.org/
http://www.ijnrd.org/

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NOVEL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (IJNRD) 8
© 2026 1INRD | Volume 11, Issue 2, February 2026 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IINRD.ORG i O bk

level %
Illiterate 78
Primary 15
Secondary+ 7
FATHER OCCUPATION %

occ %
Agri/Forest 70
Labor 20
Other 10

MOTHER OCCUPATION %
occ %
Agri/Forest 60
Labor 25
Other 15
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CASTE (MAJOR TRIBALES)

caste n mean

Gond 180 52.0

Halba 90 51.5

Other 30 535
Discussion

Low SES explains 20% variance in performance; rural females face compounded Naxal
access issues. Government schools lag despite schemes, aligning with national tribal trends
but intensified locally. Interventions must address conflict uniquely.

Findings

Strongest gaps: rural-urban (8.7 points), private-govt (9.5 points), female-male (4.6 points).
Correlation holds across castes

Conclusion

SES critically determines outcomes in Bastar, amplified by Naxal barriers; systemic reforms
essential.

Recommendations

1. Secure pota-schools,

2. Tribal teacher recruitment.

3. SES-targeted scholarships

4. Parental literacy. Monitor via RTE audits in LWE areas
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