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Abstract 

The member countries of the G20 (G20) play a significant role in shaping global governance of sustainable 

development. Under the theme “One Earth, One Family, One Future”, India’s 2023 G20 Presidency placed 

strong emphasis on accelerating the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). With India as both a host and active participant, this paper investigates 

how G20 initiatives have influenced India’s SDG achievement trajectory. Employing a secondary-data analytical 

approach, the study draws on the NITI Aayog SDG India Index, G20 declarations and action plans, and other 

publicly available datasets covering the period 2018-2024. Key findings reveal that while India has improved its 

aggregate SDG score (rising to 71 out of 100 in 2023-24), reflecting progress in several goals, notable gaps 

remain in areas such as gender equality and hunger. The paper finds promising alignment between G20-led 

commitments (e.g., the 2023 G20 Action Plan on SDGs) and India’s domestic policies, but also identifies 

challenges in translation from international commitments to state-level performance. Policy implications 

emphasise strengthened monitoring, localisation of G20 commitments, and tailored federal-state cooperation. 

This study contributes to a deeper understanding of how multilateral frameworks like the G20 can serve as 

catalytic platforms for SDG progress in the Indian context. 
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Introduction 

The indivisible and integrated framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development sets forth 17 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to be achieved by 2030. For a developing country such as India, the 

SDGs represent a critical roadmap for addressing poverty, inequality, climate change, and inclusive growth. 

(NITI AAYOG) At the same time, the G20—an international forum of the world’s major economies—has 

increasingly assumed a role beyond macro-economic coordination, including sustainable development, climate 

policy and global public goods. The 2023 G20 New Delhi summit underscored this by adopting the “Action Plan 

to Accelerate Progress on the SDGs”. (g20.in) 

India’s G20 presidency provided a unique opportunity to align global commitments with national and sub-

national development agendas. Under India’s leadership, the G20 emphasised key priorities including green 

development, inclusive growth, accelerated SDG advancement, digital public infrastructure and reform of 

multilateral institutions. (moes.gov.in) 

Despite considerable gains—such as an improvement in India’s SDG India Index composite score from 57 in 

2018 to 71 in 2023-24.—significant disparities persist across goals, states and indicators. In this context, assessing 

the impact of G20 initiatives on India’s SDG achievements is timely and essential. The key research questions of 

this paper are: 

1. What are the major G20 initiatives and commitments that relate to the SDGs during India’s presidency 

and beyond? 

2. How has India’s SDG performance evolved in recent years as measured by reliable secondary data (e.g., 

SDG India Index)? 

3. To what extent can progress in SDGs in India be meaningfully linked to G20-driven frameworks and 

initiatives? 

4. What policy implications emerge from this linkage for enhancing India’s SDG outcomes? 

 

This study uses a descriptive and analytical design based entirely on secondary data sources, involving trend 

analysis, comparative assessment and correlation of policy-commitments with performance indicators. The 

remainder of the paper is structured as follows: the subsequent section reviews relevant literature; this is followed 

by the theoretical and conceptual framework; the methodology is then described; next is an overview of G20 

initiatives and India’s SDG performance; the core analysis links G20 initiatives with India’s SDG outcomes; 

policy implications and recommendations are presented; and finally, the conclusion summarises the findings and 

outlines future research directions. 
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 Literature Review 

Global Context: G20 and the Sustainable Development Agenda 

Since its inception in 1999, the G20 has evolved from a forum for macroeconomic coordination to a platform that 

addresses cross-cutting global challenges, including sustainable development, climate change, and digital 

transformation. According to the United Nations (2023), the G20 countries collectively account for nearly 85% 

of global GDP and 75% of international trade, giving the group significant leverage in shaping global progress 

toward the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The G20 Action Plan on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, first adopted in 2016 and renewed at subsequent summits, outlines commitments to inclusive 

growth, energy transition, and social equity (UN, 2023). 

Scholars such as Hale and Held (2018) have argued that the G20 functions as a “global steering committee,” 

influencing multilateral efforts through coordination and soft governance mechanisms. Biermann et al. (2020) 

further highlight that G20 communiqués and task forces have increasingly mainstreamed SDG language—

particularly SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth), SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure), and 

SDG 13 (Climate Action). 

However, critics like Kirton (2021) caution that G20 outcomes are often voluntary and lack binding enforcement, 

creating a gap between commitments and tangible implementation. Despite these limitations, empirical evidence 

from World Bank and IMF policy alignments suggests that G20 initiatives often guide domestic policy reforms 

in member countries, especially in areas related to green finance, digital inclusion, and social protection (World 

Bank, 2022). 

India’s SDG Performance and Policy Framework 

India’s commitment to the 2030 Agenda was institutionalized through the NITI Aayog’s SDG India Index, first 

launched in 2018 to monitor progress across all states and union territories. The 2023–24 edition of the Index 

reported an overall national composite score of 71 out of 100, showing consistent improvement from 57 in 2018 

(NITI Aayog, 2024). States such as Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Himachal Pradesh rank among the top performers, 

whereas Bihar and Jharkhand remain lagging regions. 

Several studies have examined India’s SDG trajectory. Kumar and Kumar (2021) found that economic growth 

and digital governance reforms have contributed positively to SDG outcomes, particularly SDG 8 and SDG 9. 

Singh and Bhattacharya (2022) emphasised that social-sector schemes like Swachh Bharat Mission and 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana have made significant progress in health, sanitation, and financial inclusion. 

Meanwhile, Sahoo (2023) observed uneven progress in SDG 5 (Gender Equality) and SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), 

underscoring the need for better inter-state coordination and financing. 
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G20–India Nexus: Bridging Multilateralism and Domestic Action 

The literature increasingly recognises the G20 as a facilitator of India’s sustainable development efforts. 

Chaturvedi (2023) notes that India’s G20 Presidency in 2023 was a turning point, positioning India as a “voice 

of the Global South” while promoting inclusive and technology-driven development models. The New Delhi 

Leaders’ Declaration (2023) reaffirmed the group’s commitment to accelerating SDG implementation and 

adopted a “Green Development Pact” to promote renewable energy, circular economy, and resilient supply chains 

(G20 Secretariat, 2023). 

Furthermore, Dasgupta and Bandyopadhyay (2023) link India’s domestic policies—such as the National Green 

Hydrogen Mission and Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)—to G20 initiatives under SDG 7 (Affordable and 

Clean Energy) and SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure). These initiatives align with the G20 Energy 

Transition Working Group and the Digital Economy Task Force, which promote sustainable industrialization 

and digital inclusion across member countries. 

However, Gupta (2024) argues that while G20 platforms foster knowledge sharing and financing mechanisms, 

India’s translation of global commitments into state-level outcomes remains inconsistent. The absence of clear 

accountability frameworks between international declarations and domestic implementation mechanisms limits 

measurable impact on SDG indicators. 

Identified Research Gaps 

The existing literature underscores substantial theoretical and policy linkages between the G20 and SDG progress 

but reveals notable gaps: 

1. Empirical Analysis Gap: Most studies remain descriptive, lacking systematic secondary-data correlation 

between G20 initiatives and India’s SDG indicators. 

2. Temporal Gap: Few studies cover the post-2020 period, especially after India’s G20 presidency and the 

renewed global SDG action plan. 

3. Sub-national Gap: There is limited understanding of how G20-linked national initiatives affect state-

level SDG performance in India. 

4. Integration Gap: Prior studies have not fully integrated economic, social, and environmental dimensions 

of the SDGs within a single analytical framework. 

Addressing these gaps, the present study aims to provide a comprehensive secondary-data-based assessment of 

the impact of G20 initiatives on India’s SDG achievements, contributing both empirical and conceptual clarity to 

the literature on multilateral governance and sustainable development. 
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 Theoretical and Conceptual Framework 

Theoretical Foundation 

The assessment of G20 initiatives and their influence on Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) achievements in 

India can be understood through several interrelated theories of international cooperation, policy diffusion, and 

sustainable development. 

Global Governance Theory 

The Global Governance Theory posits that international institutions and forums, such as the G20, serve as arenas 

for cooperative problem-solving where non-binding norms and policy frameworks are collectively shaped to 

address transnational issues (Rosenau, 1995). Under this framework, the G20 operates as a “meta-governance” 

platform that steers national policy directions through consensus, peer learning, and voluntary commitments 

rather than legal enforcement (Hale & Held, 2018). For India, participation in the G20 represents both a policy-

learning opportunity and a mechanism to align domestic development strategies with global sustainability 

standards. 

Policy Diffusion and Norm Localization Theory 

The Policy Diffusion Theory (Dolowitz & Marsh, 2000) explains how global policies are transmitted and adapted 

by national governments through mechanisms such as learning, emulation, and coercion. In India’s case, several 

G20-driven initiatives—like the Digital Economy Task Force, Energy Transition Working Group, and Global 

Biofuels Alliance—have been localized into domestic policies such as Digital India, National Green Hydrogen 

Mission, and E-Mobility Policies. This process reflects what Acharya (2004) terms norm localization, where 

global ideas are reinterpreted and integrated into national contexts while maintaining cultural and institutional 

compatibility. 

 Sustainable Development and Systems Theory 

From the perspective of Sustainable Development Theory, as articulated by Brundtland (1987) and further 

refined by Sachs (2015), sustainable progress is achieved when economic growth, social inclusion, and 

environmental protection interact synergistically. The G20’s SDG Action Plan follows this tri-dimensional 

approach, emphasizing inclusive growth, environmental resilience, and technological innovation. For India, 

aligning with this framework implies leveraging global cooperation to reinforce systemic interlinkages among 

poverty reduction, energy transition, and social inclusion. 
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Conceptual Linkages Between G20 Initiatives and SDG Achievements 

The conceptual framework for this study proposes that G20 initiatives act as catalysts for India’s SDG 

achievements through three primary channels: 

1. Policy Alignment Channel: 

G20 commitments encourage India to synchronize national policies with global SDG targets. For example, the 

G20 New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration (2023) emphasized accelerating progress on clean energy and digital 

transformation, which aligns with India’s Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and SDG 7 (Affordable 

and Clean Energy) goals. 

2. Financial and Technological Support Channel: 

 

The G20 facilitates multilateral funding, technical cooperation, and capacity building. Initiatives such as the G20 

Sustainable Finance Working Group and the Climate Finance Framework have influenced India’s renewable 

energy investments and sustainable infrastructure financing (World Bank, 2022). 

3. Knowledge and Governance Channel: 

India benefits from shared policy learning through G20 platforms that promote governance reforms, data 

transparency, and best practices. This channel is particularly significant for SDG 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong 

Institutions) and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals). 

Conceptual Model 

The following conceptual model summarizes the hypothesized relationship: 

G20 Initiatives → National Policy Integration → SDG Performance Outcomes (India) 

Dimension Key G20 Initiative 
Corresponding Indian 

Policy 

Targeted 

SDGs 
Expected Outcome 

Economic 

Inclusion 

G20 Framework for Strong, 

Sustainable, Balanced, and 

Inclusive Growth 

Atmanirbhar Bharat 

Abhiyan, Make in India 

SDG 1, SDG 

8, SDG 9 

Job creation, poverty 

reduction 

Environmental 

Sustainability 

G20 Energy Transition 

Working Group, Green 

Development Pact 

National Hydrogen 

Mission, Renewable 

Energy Push 

SDG 7, SDG 

13 

Energy access, 

reduced emissions 
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Dimension Key G20 Initiative 
Corresponding Indian 

Policy 

Targeted 

SDGs 
Expected Outcome 

Digital 

Transformation 

G20 Digital Economy Task 

Force 

Digital India, UPI, DPI 

initiatives 

SDG 9, SDG 

17 

Innovation, digital 

inclusion 

Social 

Empowerment 

G20 Women’s Empowerment 

Group 

Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, 

Skill India 

SDG 4, SDG 

5 

Gender equality, 

skill enhancement 

Governance & 

Finance 

G20 Sustainable Finance 

Working Group 

PM Gati Shakti, Public 

Financial Management 

reforms 

SDG 16, 

SDG 17 

Institutional 

efficiency, fiscal 

transparency 

This framework assumes that effective transmission and localization of G20 initiatives can lead to measurable 

improvements in India’s SDG Index scores across states and sectors. 

 Research Methodology 

Nature of the Study 

This study is descriptive and analytical in nature, relying solely on secondary data sources to assess the impact 

of G20 initiatives on India’s progress toward achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It aims to 

identify trends, patterns, and relationships between multilateral initiatives and national development outcomes. 

 Data Sources 

All information used in this research is drawn from credible and publicly available secondary sources, including: 

 Government of India Reports – NITI Aayog SDG India Index (2018–2024), Economic Survey of India, 

and Ministry of External Affairs’ G20 Secretariat publications. 

 International Databases – United Nations SDG Global Database (UNSD), World Bank Development 

Indicators, OECD G20 Reports, and IMF policy briefs. 

 G20 Official Documents – G20 Leaders’ Declarations (2016–2023), G20 Action Plan on the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development (2023), and working group reports (Energy Transition, Digital Economy, 

Sustainable Finance). 

 Academic and Policy Studies – Peer-reviewed journals and think-tank publications (e.g., ORF, 

Brookings India, Economic and Political Weekly). 
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Period of Analysis 

The analysis covers the period 2016–2024, beginning with the formal adoption of the G20 Action Plan on the 

2030 Agenda (2016) and extending through India’s G20 Presidency (2023) and the NITI Aayog SDG Index 

2023–24 release. 

Analytical Framework and Methods 

Given the study’s reliance on secondary data, the following analytical approaches are employed: 

1. Trend Analysis – Examining India’s SDG performance scores (2018–2024) using the NITI Aayog SDG 

Index to assess longitudinal progress. 

2. Comparative Assessment – Mapping G20 initiatives against India’s national SDG-related policies and 

outcomes. 

3. Qualitative Content Analysis – Reviewing G20 communiqués and policy documents to identify thematic 

alignment with India’s development programs. 

4. Descriptive Statistics – Using available index data to highlight variations across states and SDG themes. 

 Data Interpretation Approach 

Findings are interpreted through a policy alignment lens, connecting G20 declarations and working group 

initiatives to measurable progress in India’s SDG Index performance. Cross-referencing between data sources 

ensures triangulation and validity of secondary information. 

Limitations 

 The study does not include primary or econometric analysis; findings are interpretative and based on 

secondary trends. 

 Data comparability across years may vary due to revisions in SDG indicators by NITI Aayog or UNDP. 

 Causality between G20 initiatives and SDG outcomes cannot be conclusively established—only 

indicative correlations are identified. 

Overview of G20 Initiatives Related to SDGs 

G20’s Evolving Role in Sustainable Development 

Since the formal adoption of the G20 Action Plan on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2016), the 

G20 has positioned itself as a global platform to coordinate policies supporting inclusive, resilient, and sustainable 

growth. The group’s initiatives encompass economic, social, and environmental dimensions that directly or 

indirectly contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (United Nations, 2023). 
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Key areas of engagement include climate finance, digital transformation, women’s empowerment, health 

systems, and sustainable energy transitions — all of which resonate with India’s domestic development priorities. 

Core G20 Frameworks Supporting SDG Progress 

Several major G20 frameworks have been adopted between 2016 and 2023 that underpin SDG-related action: 

 G20 Action Plan on the 2030 Agenda (2016): Provided a structured framework for integrating SDGs 

into G20 policy processes, particularly in infrastructure, employment, and education. 

 G20 Osaka Summit (2019): Highlighted the importance of innovation, quality infrastructure, and climate 

action — aligning with SDG 9 and SDG 13. 

 G20 Riyadh Summit (2020): Focused on inclusive recovery post-COVID-19 and reaffirmed 

commitment to “build back better” in line with SDG 3 and SDG 8. 

 G20 Rome Summit (2021): Launched the G20 Sustainable Finance Roadmap to mobilize private 

investment for green growth (SDG 7, 13). 

 G20 Bali Summit (2022): Emphasized digital inclusion, women-led entrepreneurship, and food security 

as global priorities (SDG 5, 9, 2). 

 G20 New Delhi Summit (2023): Introduced the Green Development Pact, Global Biofuels Alliance, and 

High-Level Principles on Digital Public Infrastructure — all designed to accelerate multi-sectoral SDG 

achievements (G20 Secretariat, 2023). 

 India’s G20 Presidency and SDG Alignment 

India’s G20 Presidency in 2023, under the theme “One Earth, One Family, One Future,” positioned sustainable 

development as a central pillar of multilateral cooperation. India advocated for inclusive growth through digital 

innovation, green finance, and localization of global SDG commitments. 

Major G20-India initiatives with direct SDG linkages include: 

Priority Area G20 Initiative (2023) 
Linked 

SDGs 
Indian Implementation / Example 

Green 

Development 
G20 Green Development Pact 

SDG 7, 

12, 13 

National Hydrogen Mission, Renewable 

Energy Capacity of 175 GW (MNRE, 2023) 

Digital 

Transformation 

High-Level Principles on Digital 

Public Infrastructure (DPI) 
SDG 9, 17 UPI, Aadhaar, CoWIN digital ecosystem 

Gender Inclusion 
G20 Women’s Empowerment 

Working Group 
SDG 5 

Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Women-led 

MSMEs 
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Priority Area G20 Initiative (2023) 
Linked 

SDGs 
Indian Implementation / Example 

Energy Transition 

Global Biofuels Alliance 

(launched under India’s 

Presidency) 

SDG 7, 13 India–Brazil–US Biofuel Cooperation 

Health and 

Resilience 
G20 Pandemic Fund SDG 3 Strengthening national health infrastructure 

Sustainable 

Finance 

G20 Sustainable Finance 

Working Group 
SDG 8, 13 

Green Bonds, ESG framework adoption by 

RBI 

These initiatives collectively reinforce India’s national SDG agenda by integrating G20 commitments into 

domestic policies, thereby creating measurable synergies between global coordination and local action. 

 India’s Domestic Alignment with G20 SDG Priorities 

The Government of India has institutionalized G20-related commitments within its SDG India Index framework 

developed by NITI Aayog. Key reflections include: 

 Expansion of renewable energy and clean mobility initiatives under SDG 7 and 13. 

 Rapid adoption of Digital Public Infrastructure, consistent with G20 digitalization objectives. 

 Increased emphasis on women’s entrepreneurship through credit facilitation and start-up schemes, aligned 

with G20 gender initiatives. 

 Continued efforts toward inclusive finance and employment, supported by PM-Jan Dhan Yojana and Skill 

India Mission—mirroring G20’s inclusive growth objectives. 

Assessment of India’s SDG Performance 

Overview of National SDG Progress 

India has made notable progress toward the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) since the launch of the NITI 

Aayog SDG India Index in 2018. The composite score improved from 57 in 2018 to 71 in 2023–24, reflecting 

gradual advancement in economic, social, and environmental dimensions of development (NITI Aayog, 2024). 

This progress corresponds closely with India’s enhanced engagement in multilateral frameworks such as the G20, 

which emphasize green growth, digital inclusion, and social equity. 
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Performance Across Key SDG Dimensions 

Based on NITI Aayog and UNDP datasets, the following trends are observed: 

SDG Theme 
Key Performance Trend 

(2018–2024) 

Notable Policies / 

Programs 

Relevance to G20 

Initiatives 

SDG 1 – No Poverty 

Poverty rate declined from 

21.9% (2011–12) to below 10% 

(2024, World Bank est.) 

PM Garib Kalyan 

Yojana, Direct Benefit 

Transfers 

G20 Inclusive Growth 

Framework 

SDG 2 – Zero Hunger 
Improvement but persistent 

malnutrition in 18 states 

POSHAN 2.0, 

National Food Security 

Act 

G20 Agricultural Working 

Group 

SDG 5 – Gender 

Equality 

Female labour participation 

improved from 23% to 28% 

(2023) 

Beti Bachao Beti 

Padhao, Stand-Up 

India 

G20 Women’s 

Empowerment Working 

Group 

SDG 7 – Affordable 

and Clean Energy 

Renewable energy capacity 

reached 180 GW (2023) 

National Hydrogen 

Mission, Solar Mission 

G20 Green Development 

Pact 

SDG 8 – Decent Work 

& Economic Growth 

GDP growth averaged 6.5% 

(2018–23); job creation 

improving 

Atmanirbhar Bharat, 

Startup India 

G20 Framework for Strong, 

Sustainable, and Inclusive 

Growth 

SDG 9 – Industry, 

Innovation & 

Infrastructure 

Expansion of digital and physical 

infrastructure 

Digital India, Gati 

Shakti 

G20 Digital Economy Task 

Force 

SDG 13 – Climate 

Action 

Reduction of emission intensity 

by 33% (vs 2005 baseline) 

National Action Plan 

on Climate Change 

G20 Energy Transition 

Working Group 

Correlation with G20-Linked Sectors 

India’s progress in energy transition, digital infrastructure, and financial inclusion—key G20 focus areas—shows 

measurable improvement in SDG indicators: 

 Renewable energy expansion contributed to improved SDG 7 and SDG 13 scores. 

 The digital public infrastructure ecosystem (Aadhaar, UPI, CoWIN) advanced SDG 9 and SDG 17. 

 Women-led entrepreneurship and inclusion schemes reflected in SDG 5 performance gains. 
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However, SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities) continue to show slow improvement, 

revealing uneven benefit distribution despite strong policy frameworks. 

 Impact Analysis: Linking G20 Initiatives and SDG Achievements in India 

 Analytical Overview 

India’s active participation and leadership in G20 forums since 2016—and particularly its G20 Presidency in 

2023—have influenced domestic progress across multiple SDG dimensions. The analysis draws on secondary 

datasets from NITI Aayog, the G20 Secretariat, and global databases to identify patterns of policy alignment and 

measurable outcomes. 

 

 Economic Growth and Inclusive Development (SDG 1, 8, 10) 

The G20 Framework for Strong, Sustainable, and Inclusive Growth directly complements India’s economic 

reforms under Atmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India. 

 India’s GDP growth averaged 6.5% (2018–2023) despite global volatility (World Bank, 2024). 

 Financial inclusion rose sharply, with over 500 million Jan Dhan accounts and the UPI transaction 

volume crossing ₹1,400 trillion (2024) (RBI, 2024). 

These align with G20’s financial inclusion and digital economy initiatives, accelerating SDG 1 and SDG 8 

progress. 

Digital Transformation and Innovation (SDG 9, 17) 

The G20 Digital Economy Working Group and India’s Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) framework have 

synergized effectively. 

 India’s DPI model—comprising Aadhaar, UPI, DigiLocker, and CoWIN—is now globally recognized 

as a G20 best practice. 

 The World Bank (2023) noted that DPI advancements contributed to a 20% improvement in India’s 

SDG 9 score since 2018. 

This demonstrates the tangible spillover of G20-supported technological cooperation into India’s national 

development metrics. 

Green Growth and Climate Resilience (SDG 7, 12, 13) 

Under the G20 Green Development Pact (2023), India advanced its renewable energy capacity to 180 GW and 

launched the Global Biofuel Alliance during its presidency. 
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 Carbon intensity reduced by 33% compared to 2005 levels, exceeding India’s NDC target (MoEFCC, 

2024). 

 SDG 7 (clean energy) and SDG 13 (climate action) showed a consistent upward trend in the NITI Aayog 

SDG Index (2018–2024). 

This reflects how G20’s collective energy transition agenda has reinforced India’s sustainable development 

outcomes. 

Social Inclusion and Gender Empowerment (SDG 5, 10) 

G20 initiatives on women-led development resonate strongly with India’s domestic policies: 

 The G20 Women’s Empowerment Working Group aligns with national schemes like Beti Bachao Beti 

Padhao, Mudra Yojana, and Stand-Up India. 

 Female labor force participation increased from 23% in 2018 to 28% in 2023 (ILO, 2024). 

These outcomes suggest a measurable policy diffusion effect, where G20 commitments influence India’s 

inclusive growth strategies. 

Health, Education, and Pandemic Recovery (SDG 3, 4) 

The G20 Health Working Group and India’s Vaccine Maitri initiative enhanced global and domestic health 

resilience. 

 Post-pandemic recovery programs under G20’s Joint Finance-Health Task Force helped stabilize India’s 

healthcare funding and access. 

 Education digitalization through SWAYAM and DIKSHA platforms, supported by G20’s knowledge-

sharing initiatives, improved SDG 4 performance indicators. 

Key Findings 

1. Positive Correlation: Strong alignment exists between G20 priority themes and India’s SDG 

achievements post-2018. 

2. Catalytic Role: G20 platforms facilitated policy diffusion and international cooperation that accelerated 

India’s sustainable outcomes. 

3. Remaining Gaps: Inequality, nutrition, and education require continued domestic reforms and global 

cooperation beyond G20 declarations. 

Discussion of Findings 

The analysis reveals a strong policy alignment between G20 initiatives and India’s advancement toward the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Thematic correspondence between global and national frameworks 

has created synergistic effects in areas like digital transformation, energy transition, and inclusive finance. 
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India’s SDG Index improvement from 57 (2018) to 71 (2023–24) (NITI Aayog, 2024) coincides with increased 

participation in G20 platforms, suggesting that multilateral cooperation catalyzes national progress when 

policy priorities are harmonized. However, the pace of improvement remains uneven across social and regional 

dimensions. 

Integration of G20 Themes into National Policy 

1. Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): India’s leadership in promoting DPI under the G20 framework has 

not only boosted service delivery but also provided a replicable model for other developing nations. 

2. Green Development: The G20’s Green Development Pact and India’s National Hydrogen Mission 

demonstrate how global commitments strengthen domestic energy transition policies. 

3. Inclusive Growth: The G20’s Financial Inclusion and Women’s Empowerment Agendas have 

reinforced India’s focus on gender-responsive finance and entrepreneurship. 

4. Global Health Security: Collaboration under the G20’s Joint Finance-Health Task Force accelerated 

India’s pandemic preparedness and medical supply resilience. 

These linkages indicate that India’s national priorities are increasingly converging with global sustainable 

development frameworks, making G20 a vital accelerator of policy coherence. 

 Challenges and Structural Gaps 

Despite progress, certain gaps persist that limit the full translation of G20 commitments into SDG outcomes: 

 Data and Monitoring Limitations: Inconsistent SDG indicator reporting across states and sectors 

hampers evaluation accuracy. 

 Inter-State Inequality: Divergence between high-performing states (Kerala, Tamil Nadu) and lagging 

ones (Bihar, Jharkhand) persists in SDG outcomes. 

 Climate Finance Mobilization: Access to sustainable finance and technology transfer remains limited, 

constraining low-carbon growth. 

 Social Dimensions: Hunger (SDG 2) and inequality (SDG 10) continue to challenge inclusive 

development despite G20 commitments to equitable growth. 

These gaps suggest that India’s engagement with G20 must increasingly focus on implementation, not just 

declaration alignment. 

Policy Implications for India 

Based on secondary evidence and trend analysis, several policy directions emerge: 

1. Institutionalizing G20-SDG Linkages: Establish a permanent coordination mechanism within NITI 

Aayog to map G20 commitments to India’s SDG targets annually. 
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2. Localized Implementation: Mainstream G20-aligned programs at state and district levels through 

tailored financing and capacity building. 

3. Green and Digital Financing: Expand domestic green bond markets and digital public finance systems 

in partnership with G20 financial institutions. 

4. Data Governance: Strengthen SDG monitoring through interoperable data systems shared across 

ministries and aligned with G20 indicators. 

5. South–South Cooperation: Leverage India’s G20 leadership to promote SDG partnerships with other 

developing economies via the Global South Initiative. 

Conclusion and Future Research Directions 

The analysis of India’s secondary data from NITI Aayog, G20 Secretariat, and global databases indicates that 

G20 initiatives have had a positive and catalytic influence on India’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

particularly in areas of digital inclusion, clean energy, financial access, and gender equality. The alignment of 

India’s domestic programs—such as Digital India, Atmanirbhar Bharat, and the National Hydrogen Mission—

with G20 frameworks like the Green Development Pact and Financial Inclusion Action Plan has accelerated 

progress in SDG 7, 8, 9, and 13. However, challenges remain in reducing inter-state disparities, achieving zero 

hunger, and mobilizing climate finance. Strengthening data systems, expanding localized implementation, and 

institutionalizing G20–SDG linkages within policy frameworks will be crucial for sustaining momentum. Future 

research could build upon this secondary-data assessment through quantitative impact modelling, cross-

country comparisons, or longitudinal policy analyses, deepening understanding of how global governance 

mechanisms like the G20 can drive national sustainable development outcomes. 
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