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Abstract : Green bonds have become a key financial tool for funding environment- tally sustainable projects that contribute to the 

achievement of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This paper examines the role of green bonds in promoting sustainable 

development in India through detailed case studies. Analyzing projects funded by green bonds issued by Indian Railways Finance 

Corporation (IRFC), Yes Bank, and NTPC Limited, this study evaluates the effectiveness, challenges, and outcomes of these 

initiatives. The findings highlight the significant environmental benefits of green bonds, such as increased renewable energy capacity, 

enhanced clean transportation infrastructure, and improved water efficiency. However, challenges including regulatory hurdles, 

market acceptance, and technical barriers persist. The paper concludes with recommendations for strengthening policy support, 

capacity building, and market development to maximize the impact of green bonds on sustainable development in India. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

In 2015, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), were published by the United Nations, emphasized the global commitment to 

addressing pressing issues such as poverty, inequality, environmental degradation, and climate change. Combating climate change, 

cleaner energy production, and efficient use of resources, all require extensive infrastructure development and investments. Inadequate 

financing for projects that promote and implement sustainable development in developing countries, to this effect convert projects 

into tangible assets, is something that the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) estimates at a staggering 

annual average of $2.5trillion for the developing world (UNCTAD, 2020) which underlies the significance of financial instruments 

in filling this gap. Green bonds (GBs) have received increasing attention as an important financial instrument used for generating 

funds to promote environmentally beneficial projects. 

GBs, are issued as debt instruments to raise capital for environmentally sustainable ventures such as renewable energy, clean 

transportation, energy efficient buildings, and sustainable water management. These bonds’ proceeds are to support positive 

environmental impact projects only which will seek to further support the transition toward a low carbon and climate resilient 

economy. Since their adoption by the European investment banks in 2007, there has been a revolution of the GB market at the world 

scale owing to the growing appetite for sustainable investments by both retail and institutional investors. In 2021, the volume of green 

bond issuance for the entire earth was more than one trillion dollars. This was the first time such debts became so nonchalantly issued 

in any stock market. (Climate Bonds Initiative (CBI), 2021). However, a country like India, which has been classified as among the 

fastest developing economies in the world today, is also plagued by numerous kinds of environmental problems which impede its 

long-term sustainable development. The country has a population of 1.4 billion, many of them who rely on nature for their sustenance. 

However, rapid industrialization, urbanization, and economic growth have led to widespread environmental degradation, including 

air and water pollution, deforestation, and the depletion of natural resources. India is also highly vulnerable to climate change, with 

rising temperatures, erratic monsoon pat- terns, and an increasing frequency of extreme weather events impacting agricultural 

productivity, water availability, and public health (World Bank, 2020). 

With an awareness of the mentioned issues, the Indian state has addressed such issues under the developing agenda and has undertaken 

some measures to introduce sensitivity to these aspects. The state issued multiple strategic frameworks over the recent times which 

included promotion of renewable sources of energy, better water use, and improved climate adaptability. In particular, the National 

Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) as well as the International Solar Alliance (ISA) show that India supports the SDGs, 
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enhancing efforts to minimize carbon emissions. Nevertheless, the private capital in the picture is beyond the ability of the state, and 

attracting global and local private investment into the projects is a challenge. This has led to the growing need for obtaining such 

financing sources as GBs since 2019 (Government of India (GOI), 2019).  

The beginning of the Indian GB market took place in 2015 when Yes Bank issued its first green bond to raise INR 1,000 core to fund 

renewable energy projects and the green bond nexus was born (Yes Bank, 2015). The green bond market has grown considerably 

attracting private sector capital with issuers like Indian Railways Finance Corporation (IRFC) NTPC Limited and State Bank of India 

(SBI) seeking the green bond market to fund green projects. As of 2021, India had issued over $10 billion in GBs, making it one of 

the leading emerging markets for green finance (CBI, 2021). 

The expansion of the Indian green bond market indicates an increase in the target audience for environmentally friendly investment 

products and a growing awareness among investors on the need to mitigate environmental risks. However, the market for green bonds 

is not only growing but also presents several obstacles that even remotely penned its maximum harvesting potential. This includes 

the absence of a uniform definition of ‘green’ with respect to any given project, limited knowledge among investors, uncertainties 

regarding regulations, and issues pertaining to the credibility of GBs, amongst others (Sinha, 2022). Additionally, although green 

bonds have great potential for raising funds for green projects, the market is very small in comparison to the general bond market 

in India. Moreover, while GBs offer tremendous opportunities for the financing of green initiatives, the market still lags in relation to 

the general bond market in India. 

This study delves into the impact of green bonds on advancing SDGs in India, specifically focusing on case studies from key green 

bond issuers like Yes Bank, IRFC, and NTPC Limited. The objective is to evaluate the effectiveness of green bonds in funding 

projects that contribute to environmental sustainability and to analyze the challenges and opportunities within the Indian green bond 

market. Moreover, the paper offers policy recommendations to bolster the growth and influence of green bonds in India, ultimately 

supporting the country's shift toward a low-carbon, sustainable economy. Furthermore, the paper addresses the obstacles encountered 

by the green bond market in India, including regulatory barriers, investor demand, and project implementation. It concludes by 

proposing policy recommendations aimed at strengthening the role of green bonds in furthering India's sustainability objectives. 

 

 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

In India, GBs represent a significant financial instrument aimed at promoting sustainable development, particularly in renewable 

energy and infrastructure projects. India has issued GBs, as of February 2023, of $21 billion, with a notable focus on the utilities 

sector (Mahajan et al., 2024). The regulatory framework, including guidelines from the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 

and the International Capital Market Association (ICMA), supports transparency and accountability in GB issuance (Mahajan et al., 

2024). The integration of Fintech and block- chain technology is enhancing the efficiency and accessibility of GBs, potentially 

attracting more investors (Sreenu, 2024) (Chugh, 2023). Thus, over the years, GB market is expanding, yet it faces challenges such 

as low credit ratings and concerns over "greenwashing"(Singh, 2024) (Chugh, 2023) (Shenoy, 2024). On the other hand, GBs facilitate 

the development of eco-friendly energy sources, enhancing financing for renewable projects and promoting sustainable energy 

adoption through innovative financial mechanisms (Sreenu, 2024). 

Research indicates that bond ratings positively influence yields, while longer maturities may decrease bond value, highlighting the 

importance of bond characteristics in market dynamics. (Abhilash et al., 2023). Mir and Bhat (2022) examined green banking 

practices, methods of adoption, and the significance of implementing green banking principles. They emphasized the role of banks in 

promoting environ- mental sustainability and advancing the UN SDGs. Their research illustrated that financial institutions especially 

banks, play a crucial role in driving the transition to low-carbon economies. It has been shown in studies, that this increasing exposure 

to green finance was also beneficial in terms of intermediation spreads while lessening the chances of default. It is not a contested fact 

that sustainable banking has helped in making the vision of a carbon-free future a reality. However, few studies including that of Sarma 

and Roy (2021) undertaken till date. If we look back from the year 1995 to March 2019, a total of 178 articles from various sources 

covered the topic of sustainable banking in various perspectives. In order to fill this void, Sarma and Roy performed scientometric 

analysis and covered the legal, financial, stakeholder, modeling, performance aspects of green banking. These authors have concluded 

that the focus on sustainable banking is still lacking. Numerous studies on green finance puts forward a view of the requirement for 

improved and adaptive financial systems that support sustainability. Chen et al. (2022) used data from 2011 to 2021 to investigate the 

effect of sustainable financing incentives on banks. They reported that this increasing exposure to green finance was also beneficial 

in terms of widening intermediation spreads while reducing default risk. Because of the over- riding importance of sustainable banking 

in delivering carbon neutrality, there are few studies on this matter as illustrated by Sarma and Roy 2021. Researches have been done 

on various dimensions of green banking in India to determine the relationship between environmental issues and the performance of 

the banks. Sharma and Choubey (2022) focused on the effects of green banking on brand equity. The authors researched on the 

strategies of deploying greener products, practicing greener internal policies and im- proving corporate social responsibilities to 

enhance green banking efficiency towards environment and the economy. Bhardwaj and Malhotra (2013) explored green banking as 

a case study to examine the green banking practices integration among the financial institutions and its plans; it was revealed that 

such practices indeed influence organizational performance hence the advocacy for performance measures that encapsulate both 

ecological and enterprise performance. Sahoo et al. (2016) used statistical ANOVA and post hoc tests to analyze how customers of 

different ages accepted green banking services and products offered. The authors noted a significant difference and controversy in 

the acceptance pattern, which showed younger people being more inclined than older people. The younger age group has adopted more 

than the older generations. Studies revealed that increased green finance exposure positively influenced intermediation spreads while 

reducing default risk.  By using a sample of 161 banking officials working in commercial banks in the Delhi NCR area of India, 

Kumar et al. (2022) assessed the factors influencing the adoption of green banking practices. The study identified six significant 

factors, with factors related to regulatory compliance and environmental awareness being the most important. The financial industry 
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indeed comprises a diverse range of products; as such, multiple factors can influence the effectiveness of environmentally friendly 

practices on bank performance (Akomea-Frimpong et al., 2022). This highlights the vast potential for the expansion of green finance, 

and the need for further research on this topic, particularly in India. 
 

III. UNDERSTANDING GREEN BONDS AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

 

GBs belong to fixed-income financial instruments that suffice the fund requirements for the projects that are environmentally friendly, 

focusing particularly on the issues of climate change, prevention, or control. Generally, GBs function also as any other bonds except 

that there is a promise to spend the proceeds for the purposes of enhancing the efficiency or image of the operations of specific projects 

that are blue collar in nature. Such include generation and efficiency of renew- able energy, cleaner transport, management of water 

resources and control of pollution. 

International Capital Market Association (ICMA) invented GBs description under Green Bond Principles (GBP) widely accepted by 

many organizations in which key aspects of issuance of this type of bonds are described. The GBP outlines a set of requirements for 

issuers of GBs, including both pre- and post-issue actions geared towards effective reporting on green investments and proceeds 

utilization (ICMA, 2021). This framework is significant for fostering mass trust in markets since it ensures that the investors’ GB 

proceeds are applied in a manner that is likely to yield positive environmental results. This framework plays a critical role in 

maintaining investor confidence by ensuring that green bond funds are used as intended, supporting verifiable environmental 

outcomes. The rapid growth of the green bond market since its inception in 2007 reflects the increasing demand for sustainable finance 

from investors, governments, and corporations alike. The cumulative global issuance of green bonds surpassed $1 trillion in 2020, 

and the market continues to expand as environmental, social, and governance (ESG) considerations gain prominence in the investment 

landscape (Climate Bonds Initiative (CBI), 2021). 

In 2015, United Nations (UN) General Assembly adopted Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs. It represents a universal framework 

aimed at ending poverty, protecting the planet, and ensuring prosperity for all by 2030. the SDGs address a wide array of global 

challenges, ranging from economic inequality and hunger to environmental degradation and climate change. The SDGs comprises of 

17 inter-related goals aimed at ending poverty, protecting the environment, and ensuring prosperity for all by 2030. Green bonds 

directly contribute to several SDGs- 

SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation – Green bonds finance sustainable water management projects, contributing to efficient water 

use and clean water availability. 

SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy – Green bonds support the development of renewable energy projects, contributing to increased 

access to clean energy. 

SDG 9: Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure – Green bonds help finance sustain- able infrastructure, particularly in transportation 

and energy sectors. 

SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities – Investments in sustainable urban planning, energy-efficient buildings, and clean 

transportation are made possible through green bonds. 

SDG 13: Climate Action – By funding projects aimed at reducing carbon emissions, green bonds play a vital role in mitigating the 

effects of climate change. 

 

The link between GBs and SDGs underscores the importance of these financial instruments in addressing global environmental 

challenges while fostering inclusive development. Among the 17 SDGs, Goal 13: Climate Action, Goal 7: Affordable and Clean 

Energy, Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation, and Goal 9: Indus- try, Innovation, and Infrastructure are particularly aligned with the 

objectives of GBs (UN, 2015). The SDGs, especially those linked to the climate and the necessary changes in the environment, 

demand finances. For instance, a publication released by the UNCTAD suggests that meeting the SDGs in developing countries alone 

will require an annual investment of $3.9 trillion. Investment levels, however, are at $1.5 trillion, creating an annual financing gap of 

$2.5 trillion (UNCTAD, 2020). This lack of capital provision has brought the realization that sustainable development is such that 

public funds need to be complemented by private capital to effect it. 

The issuance of GBs provides an effective way to fund the program to realize the SDGs. Green bonds facilitate the implementation 

of sustainable projects thereby supporting various SDGs through environmental conservation. For example, funding for renewable 

energy projects has a direct favorable impact towards the achievement of SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy while the construction 

of water infra- structure advances SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation. In the same vein, green bonds also help in the development 

of climate-resilient infrastructures hence sup- porting SDG 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure (UN, 2015). GBs play a 

significant role in aligning financial flows with the objectives of SDGs as well as Paris Agreement. GBs can drive the transition to a 

low-carbon and climate-resilient economy by directing capital toward environmentally sustainable projects. Thus, GBs contributes 

to the fulfillment of the SDGs in the following ways: 

 Climate Action (SDG 13): Projects financed by GBs focus on renewable energy, such as solar, wind, and hydroelectric power, 

which reduce green- house gas emissions. For example, India’s International Solar Alliance (ISA) initiative, supported in part by 

green bonds, aims to deploy 1,000 GW of solar energy capacity globally by 2030, thereby reducing reliance on fossil fuels and 

contributing to SDG 13 (Government of India (GOI), 2019). 

 Affordable and Clean Energy (SDG 7): By facilitating investments in clean energy, GBs help ensure universal access to affordable 

and reliable energy. In India, GBs have played a crucial role in financing the expansion of solar and wind energy capacity. For 

example, the State Bank of India (SBI) issued GBs to raise capital for renewable energy projects, supporting the country’s goal of 

achieving 175 GW of renewable energy capacity by 2022 (SBI, 2020). 

 Clean Water and Sanitation (SDG 6): GBs also contribute to water resource management projects, such as water purification, 

distribution infrastructure, and flood control systems. For instance, NTPC Limited, India’s largest energy conglomerate, issued green 

bonds to finance water efficiency projects that improve access to clean water and promote sustainable water use, thereby contributing 
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to SDG 6 (NTPC, 2021). 

 Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure (SDG 9): GBs are instrumental in financing the development of sustainable infrastructure, 

including energy- efficient buildings, low-carbon transportation networks, and smart urban planning. These projects not only reduce 

environmental impact but also foster innovation and sustainable industrial growth, which are essential components of SDG 9 (World 

Bank, 2020). 

The chief issuers of GBs in India include public sector entities like NTPC Limited, IRFC, and private sector organizations, i.e. Yes 

Bank and Axis Bank. 

Even though GB offer substantial potential to finance SDGs, there are several challenges that need to be addressed to maximize their 

impact. Firstly, that there are no – agreed upon definitions of what constitutes a “Green Project”. This leads to green- washing, where 

issuers claim environmental benefits that may be overstated or not fully realized. By giving issuers clear guidelines, standardized 

frameworks like GB Principles and the Climate Bonds Initiative standards help address this problem. However, additional regulatory 

support is required to guarantee uniformity and transparency throughout the market (ICMA, 2021; CBI, 2021). Second significant 

challenge is the limited size of GB market, the increment of which requires stronger policy incentives, including tax breaks for green 

bond issuers, subsidies for green projects, and regulatory frameworks that promote sustainable finance (OECD, 2021). 

 

IV. CASE STUDIES: GREEN BONDS IN ACTION 

This section presents three case studies of GB issuances in India, showcasing how these financial instruments are being used to 

achieve sustainability goals. 

 

a. Case Study 1: Indian Railways Finance Corporation (IRFC) 

 

The financial arm of Indian Railways and one of the largest rail networks in the world is IRFC, which was established in 1986. The 

chief function of IRFC is to raise funds from both domestic and international markets to support the capital expenditure for the needs 

of Indian Railways. It also includes projects related to infrastructure development, rolling stock, and technology upgrades. With the 

growing green finance movement, IRFC adopted issuing GBs to support environmentally sustainable rail projects, thereby 

contributing to both the SDGs and India’s ambitious climate goals. This GB issuance aimed to support Indian Railways' efforts to 

reduce its car- bon footprint and enhance energy efficiency in its operations. 

It was in 2017 that IRFC took the first step in promoting green objectives by maturing its first green bond and making a debt capital 

raise of $500 million on the international capital markets. More such bonds were issued in London Stock Ex- change by the Indian 

government with an intention to borrow money towards building additional climate resilient structures in fulfilment of the national 

obligations to the Paris Accord (CBI, 2017). The bond’s duration was 10 years and it was oversubscribed, thereby demonstrating that 

there was a lot of appetite from investors willing to provide capital towards such sustainable projects in India. 

The Green Bonds issued by IRFC were offered for subscription with the objective of raising capital for energy efficient enhancement 

projects-based re-electrification of railways and energy efficiency transportation. Thus, when focusing on green transport promotion 

of IRFC, it sought to extend the support to the national action plan on climate change (NAPCC, 2008) as well as contribute to the 

sustainable development goals SDG 9 (Industry Innovation and Infrastructure) and SDG 13 (Cli- mate Action). 

IRFC GBs were issued only for financing projects that have quantifiable positive impact on the environment and more so aimed at 

improving the green rating of Indian Railways activities. The following are some key areas where the GB proceeds were utilized: 

 Railway Electrification: It is noteworthy that a large chunk of the green bond funds was allocated for the electrification of railway 

tracks and re- placement of diesel engine used locomotives by the electric engine. This is an important step in decreasing the amount 

of carbon emissions and energy usage in transportation within India. Diesel consumption in Indian Railway is rampant throughout 

the country and electrification has a significant im- pact on baselining this carbon footprint. Railway lines electrification fosters the 

goal number 7 of SDGs: Affordable and Clean Energy in that it allows for the transit industry to use cleaner forms of energy (IRFC, 

2017). 

Energy Efficient Rolling Stock: Apart from electrification, the funds were also applied in the procurement of energy efficient 

locomotives and coaches. Such modern rolling stocks are manufactured in a way that re- duces energy usage and optimizes fuel 

utilization in a bid to eliminate greenhouse gas emissions. Energy efficient trains are in conformity with the goal number twelve of 

SDGs: Responsible consumption and production and aid the Indian railways in meeting the sustainability objectives (IRFC, 2017). 

 Sustainable Infrastructure Development: IRFC’s GB also covers the expenses of railway infrastructure construction and 

modernization as well, with energy efficient railway stations, signalling systems and track reconstruction. These Investments are 

associated with SDG 9, promoting the development of sustainable transport infrastructure. Modernized railway infrastructure 

enables more efficient train operations, reducing energy use and emissions associated with transportation (CPI, 2020). 

The projects financed through IRFC’s green bond are consistent with achieving several Sustainable Development Goals. Focusing on 

electrification and energy efficient rolling stock primarily addresses SDG 7 (Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and 

modern energy for all) which stresses on clean energy as an important ingredient for the modernization of the infrastructure. Moving 

out of fossil fuels to electric traction and other energy efficient technologies; IRFC is supporting SDG 13 (Climate Action), which is 

to take urgent actions to combat climate change and its impacts. Further, the upgradation of the coal transport and loading facilities 

is in alignment with SDG 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation. 

Rail transport is one of the modalities of transport infrastructure in India and improving its sustainability is one of the ways to achieve 

the goals. 

IRFC’s GB funded projects are having a positive impact on the environment. While enabling railway electrification and the use of 

energy efficient transport systems, IRFC activities along with several GHG reduction strategies in the transportation sector in India as 

this is one of the main categories of emissions for the country. According to estimates, railway electrification can reduce carbon 
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dioxide (CO2) emissions by up to 60% compared to diesel-powered locomotives, making it a critical step in India’s transition to a 

low-carbon economy (CBI, 2021). 

Apart from environmental benefits, IRFC’s GBs also provides significant economic advantages. The emphasis on electrification 

reduces India’s reliance on imported diesel and thus lowers the fuel costs for Indian Railways. Abiding to this, it is expected to 

enhance the financial sustainability of Indian Railways, contributing to SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth by promoting 

cost-effective and sustainable transportation infrastructure (CPI, 2020). 

Even after the success of IRFC’s green bond issuance, there are several challenges that persist in the Indian green bond market. The 

major challenge is the lack of standardized definitions of “green” project. Although frameworks like the Green Bond Principles help 

guide issuers, there is still a need for more robust regulations and certifications to prevent greenwashing and ensure that funds are 

used for genuinely sustainable projects (ICMA, 2021). Limited awareness among domestic investors about GBs is another challenge 

faced by IRFC too. Furthermore, GB issuance align with India’s broader climate goals requires greater collaboration between public 

and private sector stakeholders (Sinha, 2022). 

The success of IRFC’s GB issuance proves the potential of green finance in sup- porting sustainable infrastructure development in 

India. By financing railway electrification, energy-efficient rolling stock, and sustainable infrastructure, IRFC has made significant 

contributions to achieving SDG 7, SDG 9, and SDG 13. The case study of IRFC highlights the role of public sector entities in leading 

the GB market and setting a precedent for other issuers. However, to increase the impact of GBs in India, there is a need for stronger 

regulatory frameworks, enhanced investor aware- ness, and increased public-private collaboration. 

 

b. Case Study 2: Yes Bank 

Yes Bank is one of the leading private sector banks in India, and the first institution to issue Green Bond in 2015. It has been at the 

forefront of promoting sustainable finance in India and thus, set up a precedent for other financial institutions in the country. (Yes 

Bank, 2015) 

In one of its policies aimed at supporting India’s renewable energy based target, The Bank issued $150 million bond in CBI 2021 in 

the solar and wind energy markets. Under signs of the use of this Bond, this would be in line with the Yes Bank’s strategic 

commitment towards the sustainable development agenda of the country, as pledged in the Paris Climate Treaty. It was then the right 

time to access the international capital markets and raise debt resources to finance the green projects which directly support the 

country’s national and global agenda on poverty eradication and achieving sustainable development goals with a focus on SDG 7 and 

SDG 13. 

The reasons for the success in the issuance were many. First, there was a mounting GB appetite among the investors across the globe 

especially coming from institutional investors such as pension funds and sovereign wealth funds which sought to diversify into more 

ethical investments. Second, the renewable energy drive by the government presented a captivated audience that was willing to invest 

for social good but also generate returns from the investments and finally Yes Bank’s other strategies on sustainability such as 

corporate social responsibility (CSR) and environment management strategies helped up internal investors’ confidence. The Yes 

Bank’s GB finance a range of renewable energy projects across India. It included both large-scale utility projects and smaller 

distributed generation systems, which contributed significantly to expanding India's renewable energy capacity. The major allocation 

of funds of Yes Bank’s GB was allocated to solar energy projects, which is aligned with India’s aggressive push to increase solar 

energy capacity. Solar pro- jects funded by the green bond helped generate clean energy, reduce dependency on coal-fired power 

plants, and curb greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. For instance, one major beneficiaries of the funds were a solar farm in Rajasthan, 

with a capacity of 50 MW. This project contributed to India’s goal of achieving 100 GW of solar capacity by 2022. Through this 

green bond, other smaller solar installations, including rooftop solar projects for residential and commercial buildings, were also 

financed. Another significant portion of the funds was utilized for wind energy pro- jects. Wind power generation is particularly 

useful in India since the geography has plenty of wind resources, notably in Tamil Nadu and Gujarat. For instance, Wind energy 

project in Tamil Nadu (capacity of 75 MW) was implanted to lessen the car- bon wastes of the region, as well as serve the needs of 

local communities by providing clean energy. Other projects concerning wind energy generation especially in states of Maharashtra 

and Gujarat were also supported. 

The issue of Yes Bank's GBs was highly sought by international and domestic investors. This is evident from increasing market of 

green bonds which has been fueled by the increasing interest in Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) issues as part of an 

investment approach. The increasing demand for green bonds amongst institutional investors such as mutual funds and other foreign 

institutional investors is in a bid to incorporate these bonds in line with their environ- mental sustainability goals. Key investor groups 

are large long-term investors notably pension funds and insurance companies that have keen interest in green bond because of its 

long tenor and emphasis on renewable energy. Furthermore, ESG funds are also among the key investors in the GB, reflecting the 

increasing importance of ESG in global financial markets. 

Yes Bank’s successful GB issuance in 2015 catalyzed the development of the GB market in India. Eagerly watching this landmark 

issuance with sentiments, Indian regulators and market participants started making efforts to give structure and uniformity to the green 

bond market in the country. For instance, while in 2017, Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) came up with guidelines for 

the issuance and listing of GBs in India. Such guidelines helped establish a regulatory framework for GBs covering disclosure 

requirements, use of the proceeds and post-issue reporting among other issues. This regulatory framework created investor confidence 

and even encouraged the other financial institutions and corporate borrowings to issue green bonds. After the pioneering issuance of 

GBs by Yes Bank several other financial institutions and corporates in India are beginning to venture into the GB market. Companies 

such as the Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency, Power Finance Corporation and NTPC also raised money by selling 

green bonds to invest into renewable energy and other green projects. As a result, within the same period, India was one of the 

emerging economies with a doped green bond market and it took over a $10 billion issued worth GB (CBI, 2021). 

Yes Bank's GB successfully contributed to the development of over 500 MW of renewable energy capacity in India. The projects, 

thus, have not only helped reduce carbon emissions but have also created employment opportunities in the renewable energy sector. 

One of the key challenges faced by Yes Bank was ensuring that the projects met the stringent environmental criteria required for GB 
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certification. Furthermore, the relatively low awareness of GBs, especially among investors in India made it difficult to attract a large 

pool of buyers for the bond. 

 

c. Case Study 3: NTPC Limited 

 

NTPC Limited, also referred to as National Thermal Power Corporation, has been serving as the largest power utility company in India 

while playing a significant role in the country’s energy sector. Traditionally focused only on generation of power through coal 

plants, NTPC has been expanding its energy mix by participating in renewable generation as part of the wider goals of combating 

climate change in the country. In this respect, the company has issued GBs to enable the company to move to the more clean energy 

sources in the country which is a significant step in the renewable energy development in India. NTPC started of the GB market in 

August 2016 and became the first corporate in India to float green bonds at the international level. The amount issued was $300 

million with the tenor of 10 years and was greatly oversubscribed, that there is a great appetite for climate- friendly projects in India 

(NTPC, 2016). The net amount earned from the green bond issuance was set aside primarily for the approval or restructuring of 

renewable energy installations mainly in solar and wind power. This GBs could also be backed by other types of debt and should be 

part of the wider effort to achieve the carbon reduction commitments and goals of the company which are in line with the country’s 

renewable energy program of installing 175 GW of renewable energy generation plants by 2022 (GOI, 2016). The bond was aligned 

with the International Capital Market Association (ICMA), GB Principles, ensuring transparency and accountability in the use of 

proceeds. These principles provide guidelines for project evaluation, management of proceeds, and ongoing reporting to investors, 

which are critical for maintaining the credibility of GBs (ICMA, 2021). 

NTPCs GB issuance utilized to fund renewable energy projects specifically focusing on solar and wind power. The key areas where 

the proceeds were directed are as follows- 

i.Solar Power project: A major portion of the GB proceeds used to finance solar power projects of NTPC in various states such as 

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Andhra Pradesh. These projects included the installation of grid- connected solar power plants 

with a total capacity of over 2,000 MW. The transition to solar energy aligns with SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy), promoting 

the generation of electricity through clean, renewable sources (NTPC, 2017). One such prominent project funded through NTPC’s 

green bond proceeds was the Ananthapuramu Ultra Mega Solar Park in Andhra Pradesh, which has a capacity of 1,000 MW. This 

solar park is one of the largest in India and serves as a model for other renewable energy projects in the country. The electricity 

generated from this project helps reduce India’s reliance on fossil fuels and contributes significantly to SDG 13 (Climate Action) by 

lowering greenhouse gas emissions (NTPC, 2018). 

ii.Wind Energy Projects: A part of GB of NTPC invested in wind power projects. Even though wind energy forms a smaller part of 

India’s renewable energy compared to solar, it remains a crucial component of the country's clean energy strategy. NTPC's 

investment in wind energy contributes to the diversification of its energy portfolio and reduces its dependence on coal-fired power, 

supporting the transition to a low-carbon economy (CPI, 2020). 

iii.Energy Efficiency and Sustainable Infrastructure: NTPC GBs proceeds were also used for projects aimed at enhancing energy 

efficiency and developing sustainable power infrastructure. This included the installation of energy-efficient equipment and 

upgrading transmission infrastructure to minimize energy losses during electricity transmission. These initiatives align with SDG 9 

(Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure), which emphasizes the need for sustainable and resilient infrastructure (NTPC, 2018). 

It can be said that NTPC has made a significant contribution in terms of the environmental impact of GBs through the projects so 

financed in relation to carbon dioxide emissions and air quality. It is estimated that NTPC’s solar and wind power projects funded 

through GBs will yield an annual CO2 pollution reduction of 3.5 million tons (NTPC, 2017). Such reductions are particularly 

important for India in achieving its NDCs as per the Paris climate agreement, which reduces the emission intensity of the economy 

and expands the deployment of non- fossil fuel-based energy capacity (GOI, 2016). 

Crowding in investments in fossil fuels would also result in NTPC’s green bond issuance being remarkable in terms of economic 

perspective assessment as it lowers the dependence on coal imports and since further decreases the fuel expenses as well. More 

capacity in renewable energy implies expansion of the workforce in the renewable energy sector which addresses SDG 8 (Decent 

Work and Economic Growth). In addition to that, geographically diversified energy portfolio of the NTPC also minimizes the risk to 

the business operation against the volatility of the fossil fuel prices in the market, thus improving its viability (Sinha, 2021). 

In light of NTPC’s achievements in the GB issuance of the corporate bonds, the company would come across several difficulties which 

mirror the wider issues within the Indian green bond market. One of the factors which impeded NTPC was the rapidly developing 

legal and institutional framework for renewable energy sources and green finance in India. While guidelines such as the Green Bond 

Principles offer some assistance, more effective and uniform regulatory frameworks are needed to promote the issuance of green bonds 

and guarantee that the use of proceeds is managed well (ICMA, 2021). Indian domestic institutions recognize such risks and benefits 

for international investors of NTPC green bonds, but the picture of such assets is relatively vague. To enhance the flow of green bond 

issuances it is important to increase understanding and promotion of this financing tool in domes- tic market (CBI, 2021). The other 

major hurdle NTPC met is the financial resources needed to start up solar and wind power projects in their cost structure. However, 

even as sustained declines in the cost of such renewable energy technologies have taken place in many parts of the world, high upfront 

costs are still a hindrance to a number of energy businesses. Even though GBs provide a critical solution to this problem by providing 

a low-cost and longer-horizon funding, more financial ingenuity is required to finance such renewable energy efforts even more (CPI, 

2020). 

NTPC’s GB issuance represents a major step forward in financing India’s renewable energy transition. By allocating the proceeds to 

large-scale solar and wind projects, NTPC has contributed significantly to the country’s climate goals and its commitments under the 

Paris Agreement. The success of NTPC’s GB shows that green finance can play a critical role in promoting clean energy and 

infrastructure development in emerging economies. However, to fully unlock the potential of GBs in India, there is a need for enhanced 

regulatory frameworks, increased investor awareness, and continued financial innovation. 
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V. CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN THE INDIAN GREEEN BOND MARKET 

 

The major challenges faced by green banking activities in India (Giridhar and Sudhakar, 2017), comprise of less diversification of 

banks’ customer base. The strict green banking rules and standards also hinder the business dealings to firms, impacting the lesser 

number of eligible clients. Further, green banking is at initial state in the country and the chances of profitability are much longer in 

comparison to others, which can lead to challenges during economic downturns or recessions. Also, the requirement of highly skilled 

and knowledgeable team in green banking increases the operating cost, which on the other hand increases operational expenditures. 

Another obstacle is recruitment of experienced loan officers with expertise in serving environmentally focused businesses and clients. 

Furthermore, the participants in green finance initiatives carries the risk of environmental hazards and requires powerful tools for risk 

assessment. Green bank’s foremost goal is to promote environmental responsibility through funding initiatives that may not 

necessarily generate profits, thereby compromising the long-term financial stability. Also, providing loans to businesses affected by 

environmental factors, including pollution, and changing regulations, leads to heightened credit risk. Lastly, the government have 

imposed strict commercial regulations that have limited the diversification of financial products and increased administrative work. 

Even with the fact that SEBI has formulated GB regulations, there still exists a problem of regulatory uncertainty. Issuers always 

must tackle bottlenecks in the approval of green projects in particular pertaining to renewable energy and clean transport. 

Furthermore, the certification and verification for green bonds need to be more homogeneous to give reassurance to investors 

regarding their funds. The GB market in India is still young, and the knowledge level of investors is also low. Also, the institutional 

investors alongside many others have little knowledge on the concept of GBs and tend to avoid them because of the fears attached or 

the lack of sufficient information. This brings about a need for more concerted educational activities towards awareness and investing 

aimed at these borders. The process of carrying out the targeted initiatives associated with GBs has proven troublesome in terms of 

technology especially in the case of renewable energy. Factors like unsteady wind and solar resources, grid connections, and land 

acquisition may help towards creating the problems that come with the completion of the projects. There is need for more 

infrastructure and human capital development to help remove these barriers. Compared to ordinary bonds, the use of green bonds 

comes at a greater cost owing to the higher paying certificates, increased reporting, and legal policy com- pulsion. Smaller issuers, 

mostly find it challenging to bear these costs, which can limit the diversity of issuers in the market. 

Furthermore, from above case studies, it is highlighted that the broader GB market both in India as well as international level, continues 

to face several other challenges. For instance, in case of Yes Bank, at the time of issuance, the lack of standardized definitions for 

green projects and GBs created challenges for ensuring the integrity of GB markets. However, subsequent regulatory frameworks 

from SEBI helped to address this issue. The key issue for stakeholders involved in the GB issuances is ensuring that the intended 

usage of proceeds is realized. In the case of Yes Bank, they also had to put in place tracking and reporting to investors on the utilization 

of the funds. The increasing interest of investors in green bonds has been skewed to the extent that it has remained a hurdle to promote 

the power of green bonds to wider audiences. The issuance by Yes Bank sought to make the market active but pointed that block of 

investor education had to remain in place. The GB market is now taking off in India but there are still many barriers that should be 

dealt with to its full utilization and effectiveness. However, within such difficult circum- stances the Indian GB market has several 

prospects for growth and development. The country’s political climate is considered attracting to GB issuers given the global GBCs 

harnessed within the strategy. The author emphasizes the need to expand the scopes of GBs, to be able to raise new types of subsidies. 

To finance large projects of renewable energies and construction of green infrastructures. Employing public private partnerships to 

construct renewables and green builds projects would greatly influence the issuance of GBs in the Indian Government. These 

partnerships could lower the cost of issuing GBs and provide a stronger pipeline of projects. The issuance of sovereign GBs by the 

Indian government could serve as a catalyst for the broader market. Government-backed bonds would provide a lower- risk option 

for investors and could help standardize GB issuance practices across the country. 

The renewable energy sector in India is growing rapidly, with solar and wind energy at the forefront. GBs are ideally suited to finance 

these capital-intensive projects. India’s ambitious renewable energy targets require massive investments in solar, wind, and 

hydroelectric projects. GBs can provide the necessary capital to scale up these projects, while also attracting international investors 

who are interested in financing clean energy. The Indian government’s push for electric vehicles and sustainable transportation offers 

another major opportunity for GBs. Funding clean mobility infrastructure, such as EV charging stations and electric public 

transportation systems, can be done through green bond issuances. 

Globally, investor demand for ESG products, including green bonds, has been rising sharply. This trend is also gaining traction in 

India, particularly among institutional investors who are looking for ways to align their portfolios with sustainability goals. Major 

institutional investors such as pension funds, mutual funds, and insurance companies are increasingly incorporating ESG criteria into 

their investment decisions. GBs provide a direct way for these investors to contribute to environmental sustainability while maintaining 

financial returns. Indian issuers can tap into a broader pool of international capital by issuing GBs, particularly from investors in 

Europe and North America, where ESG investing is more mature. International green bond funds are actively seeking opportunities 

in emerging markets, and India presents an attractive option due to its growing renewable energy sector. 

The GB market is evolving with new types of financial products and innovations designed to attract a wider range of investors and meet 

various environmental objectives. Sustainability-Linked Bonds (SLBs) bonds are linked to specific sustainability targets rather than 

being tied to specific green projects. Issuers commit to improving their environmental performance, and if targets are not met, they 

face financial penalties. This type of innovation could expand the GB market in India by providing greater flexibility to issuers. 

Pooling small-scale green assets, such as rooftop solar installations or energy-efficient appliances, into a GB could make it easier for 

smaller projects to access capital. This would help democratize access to green finance and promote smaller-scale sustainable projects 

across the country. 

There is an opportunity to enhance capacity building and awareness in India’s financial sector, particularly among smaller banks, 

corporates, and investors, regarding the benefits and opportunities of GBs. The Indian government, along with financial regulators and 

industry associations, could launch initiatives to educate financial institutions and investors about the importance of GBs. Capacity-

building programs would help increase the adoption of green finance principles across the financial sector. International organizations 
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such as the World Bank, IFC, and the Climate Bonds Initiative could provide technical assistance to Indian issuers in structuring 

green bonds and adhering to best practices. This would improve the quality of GBs issued in the country and attract more international 

investment. 

While the Indian GB market faces several challenges—ranging from regulatory gaps to limited investor awareness—the opportunities 

for growth are immense. India’s ambitious climate goals, the rapid expansion of renewable energy, and the global shift toward ESG 

investing create fertile ground for green bonds to play a crucial role in financing the country’s sustainable development. The GB 

market in India is still evolving, and there is room for innovation in the types of financial instruments available. Green sukuk (Islamic 

bonds), sustainability-linked bonds, and blue bonds (focused on water sustainability) are examples of financial products that could be 

introduced to diversify the market and attract new investors. For the market to reach its full potential, stakeholders including the 

government, financial regulators, and market participants must collaborate to address key challenges. This include improving 

regulatory clarity, building investor confidence, reducing issuance costs, and raising awareness among domestic investors. By 

leveraging these opportunities, India can significantly scale its GB market, unlocking billions in capital for sustainable development 

projects and solidifying its position as a leader in green finance. 

 

VI. POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR STRENGTHENING THE GREEN BOND MARKET IN INDIA 

 

To address the challenges and create a conducive environment for growth, it is crucial that policymakers, regulators, and stakeholders 

in India, work together to fully leverage the potential of GBs as a financial instrument for sustainable development.  

As it is discussed above, the chief hurdle in the Indian GB market is the lack of standardized definitions for what constitutes a "green" 

project. To overcome this, India should introduce comprehensive national guidelines or standards for GB issuance. These guidelines 

can also align with global standards such as the International Capital Market Association’s (ICMA) GBs Principles and the CBI 

taxonomy, while also taking into consideration India's unique environmental challenges and priorities, such as renewable energy (solar, 

wind, biomass, and hydroelectric projects), sustainable agriculture and water management, climate-resilient infrastructure, clean 

transportation (CBI, 2020; ICMA, 2021). These national standards would provide guidance to issuers and help in reducing the 

greenwashing, thereby ensuring that funds raised through GBs are genuinely contributing to environmentally beneficial projects. 

To ensure uniformity in the evaluation of GBs, a government-backed GB Certification Agency should be established. This agency 

could be modeled on existing certification frameworks such as those developed by the CBI, but would cater specifically to Indian 

projects and circumstances. Also, this agency would be responsible for-verifying the environmental credentials of projects, certifying 

bonds as "green" based on established standards and lastly, monitoring the use of bond proceeds to ensure compliance with green 

objectives (CBI, 2020). Overall, a formal certification process would increase investor’s confidence as well as improve the credibility 

of the GB market in India leading to flow of more domestic and international capital. 

In few countries tax incentives have proven successful, such as in China and United States, GB issuances are incentivized through 

favorable tax treatment (OECD, 2021). Taking example from this, to encourage the issuance of green bonds, the Indian government 

could introduce tax incentives for both issuers and investors. Possible tax benefits could include tax exemptions or reductions for 

interest income earned from GBs, and tax credits for companies or financial institutions that issue GBs, and reduced stamp duty and 

registration fees for green bond transactions (Sinha, 2022). These incentives would make GBs more attractive to both issuers and 

investors, thereby promoting market growth. 

The GOI could also issue sovereign GBs to create a benchmark for the market, and further to generate a "greenium" (a price premium 

that investors are willing to pay for green investments). Sovereign GBs backed by the government would have a lower risk profile, 

thereby encouraging the institutional and retail investors to participate in the market (RBI,2022). Furthermore, the government can 

also extend an offer to reduce interest rates for green projects that meet specific environmental criteria, which would lower the cost 

of financing for sustainable projects. 

To encourage investors, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the SEBI, should integrate green finance into broader financial sector 

regulations. This could be done by establishing minimum quotas for banks and financial institutions to allocate a portion of their 

lending and investments to green projects, thereby introducing ‘Green Finance Quotas’. Continuing with this, ESG disclosure should 

me made mandatory. For instance, SEBI has already introduced some ESG disclosure requirements for large corporations. This should 

be expanded to require all issuers of GBs to provide detailed and standardized reports on the environmental impact of their projects. 

(SEBI, 2021). To promote the long-term growth of the GB market, green finance should be integrated into mainstream financial 

regulations, that would ensure that environmental considerations are incorporated into India’s financial system. 

Furthermore, introduction of a carbon pricing mechanism, such as a carbon tax or emissions trading scheme, would encourage 

industries to invest in low-carbon projects. The revenue generated from carbon pricing could be used to fund climate- related projects 

through green bonds. This would provide a clear incentive for businesses to shift to more sustainable practices while providing a new 

source of financing for green projects. 

The collaboration of Indian government, Private sector and international organizations, should develop a comprehensive GB roadmap. 

This roadmap would outline specific actions, targets, and timelines to multiply the GB market, providing clarity and direction for all 

the stakeholders. The roadmap could include, sectoral targets for GB issuances, such as renewable energy, clean transportation, or 

sustainable urban development. Also, collaboration with multilateral development banks to facilitate co-financing and technical 

support for green projects. International partnerships would ensure to tap into global best practices and access the international capital 

markets (OECD, 2021; CBI, 2020). 

To expand the investor base for GBs, the government and financial regulators should initiate awareness campaigns targeted at 

institutional and retail investors. These campaigns should focus on explaining the financial and environmental bene- fits of GBs, 

educating investors on how to assess the environmental impact of green investments and highlighting the importance of ESG 

principles in investment port- folios. These efforts could be carried out in collaboration with industry associations, such as the Indian 

Banks' Association (IBA), mutual fund houses, and insurance companies. (Ramakrishnan, 2021). Additionally, workshops and 
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seminars could be conducted for fund managers, pension funds, and financial institutions to help them integrate ESG considerations 

into their investment strategies. 

Many potential issuers, especially smaller companies and municipalities, do not have knowledge on how to plan or issue GBs. More 

active market participation by these issuers would be buttressed by capacity-building programs that have the goal of enhancing the 

knowledge of these issuers. This may consist of, capacity-building for institutional investors regarding the process of green bond 

issuance, which includes project initiation, verification, endorsement, and follow-up, the provision of technical expertise to handle 

intricate green bond transactions, and finally, backing from international organizations like the tackle world bank and gauging from 

US institutional investor, the IFC which is about investing into green projects. (Sinha, 2022). This, however, would require capacity 

building that will enable not only local authorities but even smaller private organizations to able access green bond financing. 

A new type of Green financial instrument is Sustainability-linked bonds (SLBs), they include green targets, but unlike GBs, do not 

require spending proceeds from the bond to green projects. SLB, therefore, are bonds with breaches defined in terms of sustainability 

and may be met without funding a stated green venture. India could encourage the development of SLBs by providing guidance and 

regulations for the issuance of SLBs and promoting pilot programs for SLBs in key sectors such as energy, infrastructure, and 

agriculture (Mir, 2022). SLBs could attract a wider range of issuers who may not have specific green projects but are committed to 

achieving broader environmental or social goals. 

Furthermore, Green securitization involves bundling smaller green assets, such as rooftop solar installations, energy-efficient 

buildings, or electric vehicles, into a larger asset-backed security that can be sold to investors. This could help expand access to green 

finance for smaller projects that might not otherwise have the scale to issue their own green bonds. To promote green securitization, 

policymakers could, develop a regulatory framework for green asset-backed securities, provide credit enhancements or guarantees 

for green securitization to reduce risk for investors and encourage collaboration between financial institutions, renewable energy 

companies, and real estate developers to pool green assets. (OECD, 2021). Green securitization would democratize access to the 

green bond market by allowing smaller-scale projects to benefit from green finance. 

Public-private partnerships (PPPs) have been a key driver of infrastructure development in India. These partnerships can play a critical 

role in expanding the GB market, particularly for large-scale projects such as renewable energy parks, clean transportation systems, 

and climate-resilient urban infrastructure. The government should encourage the use of GBs as a financing tool in PPPs by offering 

financial incentives to private companies that participate in green PPP projects, facilitating the development of a pipeline of green 

infrastructure projects that are suitable for bond financing. 

Providing regulatory clarity and risk-sharing mechanisms to make green PPP projects more attractive to private investors. (Gupta & 

Singh, 2021). By leveraging the strengths of both the public and private sectors, PPPs could help scale up investment in sustainable 

infrastructure. 

India should actively participate in global green finance initiatives, such as the Green Climate Fund (GCF) and the United Nations’ 

SDG-related finance programs. These platforms provide access to international capital, technical assistance, and best practices in green 

finance (GCF, 2020). By aligning with international efforts, India could attract foreign investment into its green bond market, 

collaborate with other countries on cross-border green bond issuances and adopt global best practices in green finance, which would 

enhance the credibility and effectiveness of India’s GB market 

One of the critical factors for maintaining investor confidence in green bonds is transparency in the use of proceeds and reporting on 

the environmental impact. India should introduce mandatory post-issuance reporting requirements for green bond is- suers, ensuring 

that issuers provide regular updates on the use of bond proceeds, and impact assessments are conducted to quantify the environmental 

benefits of funded projects. Third-party verification is encouraged to validate the claims made by issuers. Strengthening reporting 

mechanisms would enhance the credibility of the Indian green bond market and ensure that it delivers measurable environmental 

benefits. 

The Indian GB market presents significant opportunities to finance sustainable development projects, but realizing its full potential 

requires targeted policy interventions. By implementing these recommendations—ranging from standardization, incentives, and 

regulatory alignment, to capacity building and international collaboration—India can create a robust green bond ecosystem that 

supports the country's transition to a low-carbon economy (Sinha, 2022). These measures will not only attract more domestic and 

international investors but will also ensure that green bonds play a meaningful role in achieving India’s Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) (OECD, 2021). 

 

VII. CONCLUSION 

Green bonds represent a powerful tool for financing sustainable development in India. The case studies of IRFC, Yes Bank, and 

NTPC demonstrate the potential of green bonds to drive investments in renewable energy, clean transportation, and water 

management, contributing to the achievement of several SDGs. However, challenges such as regulatory hurdles, market awareness, 

and technical barriers need to be addressed to unlock the full potential of green bonds in India. 

By implementing policy recommendations focused on regulatory support, capacity building, investor education, and financial 

innovation, India can strengthen its green bond market and accelerate its transition to a more sustainable and inclusive economy. As 

the demand for sustainable infrastructure and clean energy grows, green bonds will continue to play a critical role in financing the 

country’s development goals. 
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