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Abstract :  India's Sixth Generation (6th Gen) fighter aircraft development will represent a paradigm shift in aerospace engineering. 

The platform will integrate adaptive aerodynamics, AI-based flight control, advanced propulsion, and next-generation avionics into 

a unified combat system. These aircraft will transcend traditional flight envelopes, operating within expanded boundaries that will 

encompass aerodynamic, thermal, structural, electromagnetic, and pilot physiological limits. 

The airframe will employ blended wing-body configurations, morphing surfaces, and smart composite materials. This design will 

achieve stealth across broadband radar frequencies and will ensure survivability at extreme altitudes reaching 75,000 feet. Variable-

cycle propulsion systems will deliver sustained supercruise above Mach 2. The engine will drive high-capacity generators that will 

power directed energy weapons (DEWs) and advanced sensor suites. 

Avionics systems will utilize artificial intelligence for cognitive mission management, sensor fusion, and autonomous decision-

making. Seamless integration will enable manned-unmanned teaming (MUM-T) and combat cloud networking. Embedded 

electronic warfare (EW) systems will feature multi-function AESA radars and cognitive jamming capabilities, ensuring 

electromagnetic spectrum dominance. 

The Box Condition framework will extend to weapon employment, guaranteeing optimal release envelopes for air-to-air and air-

to-ground munitions. AI-driven predictive controls and cyber-resilient fire-control systems will enhance weapon delivery precision. 

Revolutionary concepts will include photonic and quantum radars, smart-skin sensor arrays, and thorium-based molten salt 

microreactors (MSRs) for extended endurance operations. These technologies will demand sophisticated thermal management, 

structural health monitoring, and adaptive fly-by-wire systems that will maintain multi-domain safety envelopes. 

This research will establish India's 6th Gen fighter as the convergence of aerospace innovation, artificial intelligence, and 

survivability-focused design. By expanding the Box Condition across aerodynamic, structural, electronic, and nuclear domains, the 

study will chart a comprehensive pathway for India's air superiority and strategic technological autonomy. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
1.1 Present Research Problem 

Modern air combat will evolve rapidly through artificial intelligence (AI), directed energy weapons (DEWs), quantum-enabled 

sensing, and manned-unmanned teaming (MUM-T). Fifth-generation fighters including the F-22 Raptor, F-35 Lightning II, Su-57, 

and J-20 will deliver stealth and network-centric capabilities. However, these platforms will remain bounded by aerodynamic, 

propulsion, and survivability envelopes optimized for previous-generation warfare doctrines. 

India's future aerospace capabilities will center on the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas and the developing Advanced Medium 

Combat Aircraft (AMCA). These platforms will align with established 4th and 5th generation benchmarks. India's strategic security 

environment will feature technologically sophisticated adversaries operating in contested airspaces. This operational reality will 

necessitate advancing directly to Sixth Generation (6th Gen) platforms by 2040-2050. 

 

 

1.2. Background 

Global 6th Gen fighter programs will actively shape future air dominance strategies. The U.S. Next Generation Air Dominance 

(NGAD), Franco-German-Spanish Future Combat Air System (FCAS), and U.K.-led Tempest program will target operational 

ceilings approaching 80,000 feet. These platforms will achieve sustained supercruise above Mach 2, will incorporate AI-driven 

mission autonomy, and will deploy cognitive electronic warfare systems[1][2][3][4][5]. 
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Design architectures will feature adaptive airframes, variable-cycle propulsion, digital twin maintenance protocols, and modular 

payload configurations. In India, HAL and the Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) will advance the AMCA program toward 

mid-2030s deployment. The platform will incorporate stealth shaping, supercruise capability, and advanced avionics integration. 

DRDO laboratories including ADA, ADE, and GTRE will invest in foundational technologies[6]: indigenous stealth composites, 

adaptive flight control systems, and next-generation turbofan demonstrators. AMCA development [7] will maintain 5th Gen focus, 

creating strategic imperative for early 6th Gen fighter conceptualization tailored to India's specific operational theaters. 

1.3. Objective of the Study 

This study will develop India's 6th Gen fighter conceptual framework with primary emphasis on Box Condition optimization. Core 

objectives will include identifying critical enabling technologies across airframe design, propulsion systems, avionics integration, 

EW capabilities, and power generation systems. 

The research will examine AI-augmented fly-by-wire systems that will enforce dynamic safety envelopes across thermal, structural, 

and pilot physiological boundaries. Advanced concepts including photonic and quantum radars, plus thorium molten-salt 

microreactors (MSR) for sustained high-power operations, will receive detailed evaluation. 

The study will propose strategic roadmaps aligning HAL-ADA-DRDO collaborative efforts with international 6th Gen development 

timelines. This coordination will ensure India maintains technological parity with leading aerospace nations. 

1.4. Scope and Rationale 

This exploratory research will synthesize open-source performance benchmarks, indigenous R&D capabilities, and global 

technological forecasts into coherent frameworks for India's 6th Gen fighter development. While excluding classified technical 

specifications, the analysis will emphasize conceptual enablers: adaptive aerodynamics, broadband stealth, cognitive EW systems, 

and AI-driven mission management. 

These technological foundations will position India competitively alongside NGAD, FCAS, and Tempest development programs. 

The strategic rationale will ensure India avoids technological disadvantage in future high-intensity conflicts while consolidating 

aerospace self-reliance consistent with Atmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India-Defence strategic initiatives. 

 

Literature Review 
 

2.1. Surveys of Existing Research and Theories 

The conceptualization of Sixth Generation (6th Gen) fighter aircraft has been extensively explored in Western defense literature, 

with primary focus on adaptive airframes, stealth optimization, advanced propulsion, and AI-driven avionics. Programs such as the 

U.S. Next Generation Air Dominance (NGAD), the Franco-German-Spanish Future Combat Air System (FCAS), and the U.K.-led 

Tempest emphasize blended wing–body designs, variable-cycle propulsion systems, and multi-spectral stealth to extend 

survivability and lethality, the Research also highlights cognitive electronic warfare (EW), combat cloud networking, and loyal 

wingman integration as defining features of 6th Gen concepts. 

Indian defense R&D, led by ADA, DRDO, and HAL, has primarily focused on 4th and 5th Gen fighters such as the LCA Tejas, 

LCA Mk I, Mk II, TEDBF and AMCA. While AMCA is projected to incorporate stealth shaping, internal weapon bays, and 

supercruise capability, its current design trajectory remains closer to 5th Gen benchmarks rather than 6th Gen. 

This paper for 6th Gen Fighter Aircraft for India expands the debate by extending the operational envelope from traditional 

aerodynamic factors (angle of attack, g-load, Mach) into thermal, electromagnetic, structural fatigue, cyber, and pilot physiological 

limits. It also proposes futuristic enablers, such as thorium molten-salt microreactors (MSRs) for virtually unlimited endurance, 

photonic and quantum radars, and AI-augmented fly-by-wire to enforce multidimensional safety boundaries 

 

 

2.2. Identifies Gaps or Debates in the Field 

Despite advances in global literature, several critical gaps persist: 

India-specific Context: While NGAD, FCAS, and Tempest dominate published studies, India’s requirements for adapting to 

extreme climatic conditions (with Temp variation from +55 deg in the west to – 60 deg in the North to having 100% humidity with 

high heat and dust in south and East), high-altitude Himalayan theatres, maritime operations in the Indian Ocean, and overall 

budgetary constraints are underexplored. 

Nuclear Microreactor Integration: Concepts of MSRs for fighters remain highly speculative, with weight, shielding, and safety 

concerns sparking debate [8]. 

AI Reliability and Ethics: Although AI-augmented mission autonomy is widely discussed, there is debate on runtime assurance, 

pilot–AI trust, and fail-safe design. [9] 

Cyber–EW Integration: Few studies address the intersection of cyber resilience and EW dominance in 6th Gen platforms, which is 

crucial in contested environments. 

Weapon Employment Envelopes: Research on adaptive weapon release boxes (balancing stealth, thermal stress, and safe separation) 

remains limited. 

 

 

2.3. Establishes How This Research Adds New Knowledge 

This study contributes to the field by: 

India-Centric Framing: It contextualizes global 6th Gen concepts for India’s operational realities, integrating indigenous R&D 

pathways (HAL, DRDO, ADA) with global benchmarks. 

Box Condition Expansion: Unlike existing studies focusing only on aerodynamic and stealth envelopes, this research defines a 

holistic Box Condition incorporating structural fatigue, electromagnetic stress, directed-energy weapon integration, and pilot 

biometrics. 

Integration of Novel Power Systems: By evaluating thorium-based MSRs and adaptive thermal management, this study pushes the 

boundary of endurance and energy sustainability debates. 

Bridging Theory and Application: It proposes a roadmap aligning futuristic enablers (AI, DEWs, quantum radar) with India’s 

aerospace development trajectory, providing both conceptual clarity and practical direction. 
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 

The methodology adapted encircles around the box conditions like Capabilities of the Airframe, Capabilities of the Engine, Avionics 

on Board, EW systems and capabilities, AI Based Fly-By-Wire, Weapons Employment, Radar Systems etc. 

 
Box condition for 6th Gen Fighter Aircraft for India 

 

3.1 Capabilities of Airframe  

      3.1.1 Adaptive Aerodynamics 

 Variable-Geometry Inlets and Control Surfaces: Unlike fixed designs, surfaces may actively morph to reduce drag and 

enhance stealth across speed regimes (transonic → supersonic → hypersonic cruise). [12] 

 Blended Wing–Body Configurations: Enhanced lift-to-drag ratios, reduced radar cross-section (RCS), and better volume for 

internal fuel and payload. 

    3.1.2 Stealth-Optimized Structures 

 Conformal Weapon Bays: Internal carriage of diverse weapons and drones/decoys with modular reconfiguration. 

 Shaping for Broadband Stealth: Airframes designed not just for X-band radar but also L-band/VHF, requiring deeper 

shaping and advanced metamaterials along the airframe. 

 Plasma or Active Stealth Coatings (under research): Using plasma-discharge layers or smart skins to absorb or scatter 

radar waves. [13] 

  3.1.3 Smart Airframe Materials 

 Self-Healing Composites: Carbon nanotube–infused composites that automatically repair microcracks, extending airframe 

life. 

 Embedded Sensor Networks ("Smart Skins"): The airframe itself becomes a distributed sensor array for temperature, 

pressure, stress, and even electronic warfare (EW) detection. [14] 

 Thermal-Resistant Materials: Needed for sustained high-Mach cruise and directed-energy weapon integration. 

 Aeroelastic and nano-structured materials in 6th Gen fighters exploit aeroelastic tailoring to redistribute loads, delay 

divergence, and suppress flutter. Nano-engineered composites with carbon nanotubes/graphene enhance stiffness-to-weight ratios, 

enable self-sensing/self-healing, and provide adaptive anisotropy, allowing control surfaces, adjusts wing loading and wings to 

morph in-flight, optimizing lift-to-drag while maintaining structural integrity at high Mach and altitude. 

3.1.4 Next-Gen Flight Control 

 Artificial Intelligence–Driven Control Surfaces: Reduced pilot workload; AI augments the pilot by operating flaps/slats and 

other control surfaces including thrust vectoring and autothrottle inputs automatically, by predicting the control inputs required as 

per mission. 

 Tailless Designs: To reduce drag and RCS, compensated by advanced flight control laws (FBW + AI). 

 3D Thrust Vectoring Integration: Complementing airframe agility with nozzle design. 

3.1.5 Payload & Crew Flexibility 

 Manned–Unmanned Teaming (MUM-T): Single cockpit operation with integration of complete command and control for 

the buddy drones in formation (command and control for loyal wingman). 

 Modular Payload Bays: ISR pods, loitering munitions, or drone swarm dispensers can be swapped in without changing the 

airframe. 

 Adaptive Pylons: Adaptive pylons for 6th Gen fighters employ morphing geometries and stealth-conformal designs, 

retracting or reshaping to minimize radar cross-section. Integrated with smart actuators and load-sensing composites, they 

dynamically align with airflow, reduce drag, and manage variable loads, enabling safe, low-observable carriage and release of 

diverse modular payloads at supersonic regimes. 

3.1.6 Survivability Enhancements 

 Distributed Aperture Systems: Built into fuselage for 360° situational awareness. [15] 

 Redundancy via Structure: Multiple load paths in airframe design to increase survivability from battle damage. 

 Reduced IR Signature: Shaping around engine exhausts + embedded cooling ducts to counter IRST (infrared search and 

track). 
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3.1.7    Sustainability & Lifecycle 

 Digital Twin Integration: Each aircraft has a virtual model, updated in real-time from structural health sensors, predicting 

fatigue and optimizing maintenance. [16] 

 Service Life Extension by Design: Adaptive structures reduce high-stress cycles, keeping aircraft battle-ready longer. 

3.1.8 Service Ceiling (Altitude Performance) 

Current 5th Gen Benchmark 

 F-22 Raptor: ~65,000 ft [17] 

 F-35: ~50,000 ft 

 J-20: ~60,000 ft 

6th Gen Expectations 

 Upto 75000 ft operational ceiling (design goal for NGAD/FCAS/Tempest concepts) [18]. 

 Airframe will integrate: 

o High aspect-ratio blended wing–body → enhances lift at higher altitudes. 

o Lightweight composites & nanomaterials → reduce wing loading for better climb rates and achieving higher aircraft 

ceiling. 

o Variable-cycle engines matched with optimized intake geometry → maintain thrust at rarefied atmospheres. 

 Rationale: operating at near-space altitudes extends radar horizon, enhances long-range missile launch conditions, and reduces 

the threat from some SAMs. 

3.1.9  Speed Performance 

 Current 5th Gen Benchmark 

 F-22 Raptor: ~Mach 2.25 (supercruise ~Mach 1.8) 

 F-35 Lightning II: ~Mach 1.6 (no sustained supercruise) 

 Su-57: ~Mach 2 (limited supercruise) [19] [20] 

 6th Gen Expectations 

 Sustained supercruise at Mach 2+ (without afterburners). 

 Potential sprint speeds Mach 2.5–3 for intercept missions. 

 Airframe enablers: 

 Variable-cycle propulsion integrated with airframe ducts to minimize drag. 

 Active cooling structures to handle aero-heating at Mach 2.5+ (leading edges can exceed 300–400 °C). 

 Morphing leading edges / control surfaces to optimize aerodynamic efficiency across subsonic–supersonic–hypersonic 

regimes. 

 Low-drag stealth shaping that balances RCS with high-Mach wave drag control. 

3.1.10 Airframe–Speed–Ceiling Synergy 

 At high ceiling (~75,000 ft), thinner air reduces drag, enabling higher Mach numbers with less thrust, but demands large 

lifting surfaces and precise control laws to avoid stall. 

 Airframes are being designed with high-lift blended bodies + thrust vectoring to ensure controllability at extreme altitudes. 

 Thermal protection systems (composites + ceramics) become crucial since even Mach 2.5 at 75,000 ft leads to significant 

heating on leading edges. 

Summary: 

6th Gen fighters will push service ceiling to ~75,000 ft and sustain supercruise above Mach 2, with possible intercept sprints up to 

Mach 3. The enabling airframe features are: 

 Blended wing–body layouts for lift in thin air. 

 Lightweight smart composites to keep structural margins at altitude. 

 Morphing aerodynamics & thermal-resistant skins to handle high-Mach stress. 

 Integrated propulsion–airframe design (variable cycle engines + stealth shaping) for efficiency across the flight envelope. 
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Schematic Airframe Design 

 

 

Fig. 3.1 

Length – 80 Ft 

Wingspan – 68 Ft 

 

3.2 Capabilities of Engine 

      3.2.1  Adaptive / Variable-Cycle Engines 

 Adaptive / Variable-Cycle engines[21] [22] with a three-stream architecture form the propulsion backbone of 6th Gen 

fighters. They dynamically switch between: 

 High-thrust mode (combat/intercept) by diverting more flow into the core. 

 High-efficiency mode (cruise/loiter) via a larger bypass stream for fuel economy. 

 Thermal management mode, where the third stream acts as a controllable bypass for cooling hot sections, dissipating DEW 

heat loads, and enhancing stealth by reducing exhaust IR signature. 

 Complete modular design for ease of maintenance. 

 This flexibility allows sustained supercruise above Mach 2, rapid thrust transients, reduced fuel burn, and integrated power 

generation (hundreds of kW) for directed energy weapons, quantum sensors, and combat cloud networking. The adaptive bypass 

ratio and variable geometry fans ensure efficiency across subsonic, supersonic, and near-hypersonic regimes, while stealth-

compatible nozzles suppress IR and radar signatures.  
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AI-Adaptive Electric Power Generation in 6th Gen Fighters 

 Power Demand Shift 
Unlike previous generations, 6th Gen fighters are not just propulsion platforms but airborne energy hubs. They must 

simultaneously power: 

 Directed Energy Weapons (DEWs) – high-energy lasers & microwaves (100s of kW) (conceptual as of now, future 

implementation). 

 Advanced Avionics – cognitive radars, photonic/quantum sensors. 

 Combat Cloud & Networking – high-bandwidth, secure data links. 

 Thermal Management Systems – to dissipate excess heat from propulsion & weapons. 

 This requires megawatt-class onboard power generation, ~250 kW+ capacity of 5th Gen fighters. 

 AESA Radar + DEW + Avionics +EW Systems = Collective Power Requirements 

 Subsystem 
 Conservative band 

(kW) 

 Notes / anchors 

 AESA radar  ~5–20 

 Fighter AESAs show peak RF power in the ~20 kW class 

(APG-77), with average/bus draw typically single- to low-tens 

of kW depending on mode; small airborne AESAs can be only 

a few kW. radartutorial.euDefaulteol.ucar.edu 

 EW / jamming  ~10–30 

 Legacy ALQ-99 pod RF output is 6.8–10.8 kW (ram-air 

powered); internal, integrated jammers of similar effect 

generally imply tens of kW bus draw once PA and cooling 

losses are included. WikipediaEuropean Security & Defence 

 Avionics 

(mission 

computers, CNI, 

EO/IR, nav) 

 ~5–15 

 Civil studies put avionics alone ~4 kW; modern fighters are 

higher. Ground GPUs for F-22/F-35 supply 270 VDC @ 72 

kW for systems checkout—useful lower bound on “everything 

powered” on the ground. MDPIAviation Ground Equipment 

Corp 

 Directed-

Energy Weapon 

(HEL) 

 (none) or 250–400 

for 100-kW laser; 750–

1200 for 300-kW laser 

 DoD roadmap targets 100–300 kW optical today, aiming 

higher; wall-plug efficiency ~25–40% for high-power 

fiber/solid-state lasers ⇒ electrical input roughly 2.5–4× 

optical. Congress.gov Optica OPNPatsnap Eureka 

 Example totals (just add the bands) 

 Without DEW active: ~25–65 kW (AESA + EW + avionics). 

 With a 100-kW HEL active: ~280–460 kW total. 

 With a 300-kW HEL active: ~0.8–1.3 MW total. 

 These are bus-power ranges. RF output power cited for radars/jammers is lower than electrical draw 
because of amplifier and thermal losses.

 
 Why these numbers are reasonable 

 AESA radar. Public specs list fighter-class peaks around ~20 kW (APG-77); small airborne AESAs can be 1–
4 kW electrical (IAI “C-catcher”). That anchors a ~5–20 kW average/bus draw band for fighter fire-
control/SAR modes. radartutorial.euDefault 

 EW. ALQ-99 outputs 6.8–10.8 kW RF and even powers itself via a ram-air turbine; modern NGJ pods also 
harvest power onboard. An internal 6th-gen suite delivering similar or greater EIRP would likely consume 
tens of kW from the aircraft bus when you include PA inefficiency and cooling. WikipediaDOTE 

 Avionics. Civil avionics alone are ~4 kW; fighters add mission compute/EO/IRST and more comms. Also, 
F-35/F-22 270-VDC GPUs provide 72 kW—a public clue to “everything on” ground loads and power-quality. 
MDPIAviation Ground Equipment Corp 

 DEW. DoD’s 2024 report: today’s HELs sit around 100–300 kW optical, with goals to scale higher; high-
power fiber lasers demonstrated ~35–40% wall-plug efficiency, others ~25–30%—so electrical input ≈ 
optical / efficiency (e.g., 300 kW optical at 30% → ~1,000 kW electric). Congress.govOptica OPNPatsnap 
Eureka

 
 Sanity check vs. aircraft generation capacity 

 Public clues suggest 5th-gen fighters have ~100 kW-class electrical capacity (F-22 cited ~100 kW in MEA 
literature; F-35 uses a 270-VDC architecture with robust ground support). That’s ample for 
AESA+EW+avionics, but insufficient for a continuously-firing 100–300 kW laser without additional 
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generation/storage (e.g., power-buffer, turbine-driven alternators, or pulsed-duty engagements). MDPI 
Aviation Ground Equipment Corp

 
 Bottom line 

 AESA + EW + avionics: plan on ~25–65 kW (mission-dependent). 

 Add HEL: budget ~0.3–1.3 MW total, scaling with laser class and efficiency. 

 The gating factor becomes power & thermal management, not just generation—exactly why DoD’s 
roadmap emphasizes laser efficiency scaling and why next-gen fighters study higher-voltage buses, 
advanced generators, and thermal sinks. Congress.gov 

Adaptive Power Architecture 
6th Gen engines integrate high-output electrical generators coupled to turbines. AI-driven power management dynamically 

allocates energy between: 

 Propulsion priority during combat maneuvers. 

 Weapons priority during DEW engagement. 

 Stealth/Avionics priority during surveillance or EW operations. 

 The third stream of variable-cycle engines doubles as a cooling and power modulation channel, ensuring thermal balance 

while harvesting surplus energy. 

 Role of Artificial Intelligence 
AI enables predictive and adaptive power allocation by: 

 Forecasting mission demands (e.g., upcoming DEW firing, radar bursts). 

 Pre-shifting generator load to avoid transient power failures. 

 Actively balancing thermal loads to prevent IR signature spikes. 

 Reconfiguring distribution in case of combat damage (self-healing grids). 

 This creates a smart electrical ecosystem, where avionics, propulsion, and weapons operate in a coordinated, real-time 

adaptive loop. 

  Strategic Advantage 

 Ensures continuous DEW availability without compromising propulsion. 

 Supports quantum-resistant comms and AI-heavy avionics. 

 Extends survivability, since power routing can be re-optimized even after partial system loss. 

 Positions the fighter as a flying energy node in future “combat cloud” warfare. 

 Enables mission-tailored thrust profiles on the fly, unlike 5th Gen engines which are optimized for a narrow performance 

band. 

 Example: GE’s XA100 and Pratt & Whitney’s XA101 demonstrators under USAF’s Adaptive Engine Transition Program 

(AETP). 

           3.2.2 Supercruise & Speed Expansion 

 Sustained supercruise Mach 2+ envisioned. 

 Afterburner reliance minimized — lowers IR signature, improves fuel efficiency. 

 Variable bypass ratios allow low fuel burn at cruise, then rapidly shift to high thrust for combat. 

     3.2.3 Thermal Management & Power Generation 

 Directed Energy Weapons (DEWs) such as lasers and microwave systems require hundreds of kilowatts of power. 

 Engines will integrate: 

 High-output electrical generators coupled to core turbines. 

 Advanced heat exchangers & embedded cooling systems to dissipate thermal loads from DEWs and high-speed 

aerodynamics. 

 Airframe–engine integration ensures heat is spread and vented stealthily (avoiding IR spikes). 

    3.2.4  Stealth-Compatible Propulsion 

 Shrouded / flat nozzles with advanced cooling to reduce IR signature. 

 Plasma-assisted combustion research for cleaner, lower-signature exhaust. [23] [24] 

 Plasma-assisted combustion employs non-thermal plasma discharges (nanosecond pulsed plasma or microwave discharges) 

inside the combustor to pre-ionize air–fuel mixtures. This lowers ignition delay, stabilizes lean flames, and enables efficient 

combustion under extreme conditions. 

 Plasma adds active radicals (O, H, OH, NO) that accelerate chemical reactions. 

 Allows ignition at lower temperatures and pressures, enhancing reliability during rapid throttle changes or at high altitudes. 
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 Integration with active flow control to minimize turbulence which in turn would reduce IR signature. 

 Engine bays shaped for reduced frontal RCS — no fan face exposure. 

   3.2.5  3D Thrust Vectoring 

 Full-axis thrust vectoring (pitch, yaw, roll) integrated into the nozzle design. 

 Compensates for tailless or minimal-tail airframes (common in stealth designs). 

 Enhances High manoeuvrability at high altitude, low speed, and post-stall conditions. 

    3.2.6  Fuel Flexibility & Sustainability 

 Engines being designed to accept synthetic / biofuels in addition to JP-8/Jet-A1. 

 Reduces logistical vulnerability in long-duration conflicts. 

 Research on liquid hydrogen or hybrid-electric augmentation for future-proofing (though likely post-6th Gen mainstream). 

[25] [26] 

     3.2.7 Reliability & Lifecycle 

 Digital twin monitoring: Engine health tracked in real-time, predicting wear, failures, and optimizing maintenance. 

 Self-diagnosing sensors embedded into turbine blades and casings. 

 Large Technical life with overhaul along with on condition maintenance(min 2500 hrs) 

 

Summary: 

6th Gen engines = adaptive powerplants capable of supercruise Mach 2+, huge electrical output, stealth-compatible exhaust, 

and digital health monitoring. They will not just move the aircraft — they’ll also power lasers, advanced avionics, and drone 

control networks, while remaining efficient and sustainable. 

 

3.3 Avionics On Board 

 
3.3.1 AI-Driven Mission Systems 

Cognitive Avionics: AI/ML based avionics cores that adapt in real time to changing threats, jamming, or mission priorities. 

Cognitive avionics refers to AI/ML-based avionics architectures[27] [28] that dynamically adapt to mission, threat, and 

environmental conditions in real time. Unlike rule-based avionics of 4th/5th Gen aircraft, cognitive systems are data-driven, self-

learning, and context-aware, allowing the pilot to take a decision for adapting the avionics control as per changing role of the 

aircraft. The adaptive avionics would provide readymade option available to the aircrew for mission specific needs. 

 Key Technical Features 

 Real-Time Adaptation 

 ML algorithms reconfigure sensor fusion pipelines depending on threat density (e.g., switching from wide-area surveillance to 

narrow-beam targeting). 

 Flight control laws adapt dynamically to airframe fatigue, aerodynamic instabilities,  and pilot biometrics (bio-adaptive 

envelopes). 

Cognitive Sensor Fusion 

 Integrates IR, EO, RF, quantum, and photonic sensors into a distributed “smart skin” network. 

 AI removes redundant/noisy data and prioritizes high-value targets, reducing pilot cognitive load. 

 Autonomous Mission Reconfiguration 

 Quantum Magnetic Navigation obviates the need to cater for GPS Jamming. 

 If adversary radar mode changes, the AI assisted EW suite autonomously reprograms jamming waveforms. 

Human–Machine Symbiosis 

 Augmented reality (AR) helmets project AI-filtered tactical insights instead of raw data. 

 Gesture/voice-based controls allow natural pilot interaction with the avionics cloud. 

  Technical Enablers 

 Onboard AI Accelerators: Neuromorphic processors and quantum-resistant encryption cores for low-latency decisions. 

http://www.ijnrd.org/
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 Adaptive Middleware: Modular software-defined avionics allowing upgrades via over-the-air patches. 

 Cloud Combat Integration: High-bandwidth, low-latency links enabling the fighter to act as a combat cloud node, 

orchestrating drones and allied platforms. 

 Self-Healing Cybersecurity: Embedded AI detects anomalies in avionics networks, isolates compromised nodes, and restores 

function without mission loss. 

 Advantages Over Legacy Avionics 

 Dynamic Threat Handling: Immediate adaptation to new radar waveforms, EW signatures, or cyber intrusions. 

 Resilience: AI-based redundancy ensures continued operation even under partial avionics/system failures. 

 Efficiency: Optimized power allocation between sensors, DEWs, and comms systems. 

 Force Multiplication: Transforms the fighter into a command-and-control hub, managing loyal wingmen UAVs. 

 Decision Support: Assists pilots by filtering sensor data into actionable insights instead of raw feeds. 

 Autonomy: Enables optional unmanned operations, loyal wingman control, and swarm coordination. 

 

3.3.2  Sensor Fusion Beyond 5th Gen 

 360° Passive Sensor Fusion: IR, E/O, RF, EW sensors integrated into the “smart skin” of the aircraft. 

 Multi-Domain Fusion: Not just onboard sensors — data fused from satellites, AWACS, drones, and ground radars into a 

common tactical picture. 

 Cognitive Electronic Warfare (EW): Aircraft can sense and reprogram its jammers mid-mission to adapt to new threats. 

 

3.3.3. Radar & EW Systems 

 Multi-Band AESA Radar: X-band for targeting, L-band/VHF embedded in wings for detecting stealth adversaries. 

 Distributed Aperture Radar Arrays: Instead of one nose radar, arrays across the fuselage enable 360° radar coverage. 

A) Fielded / Prototyped Systems (aircraft-relevant) 

 Leonardo Osprey AESA – operational, up to four fixed flat-panel antennas mounted around an 
airframe for true 360° coverage; illustrates practical “distributed panels on the platform” 
(fixed/rotary/UAS). Leonardo+1Leonardo UKAviation International NewsRadar Tutorial 

 MQ-8C integration – Navy UAV with Osprey’s three-panel distributed AESA implementation. 
alert5.com 

 Marshall ARC-Radar kit – cargo aircraft fit using two Osprey 30 panels in conformal radomes—
evidence of modular distributed-panel installs. Marshall Group 

B) Government R&D / Demo Programs (coherent distributed apertures) 

 NRL FlexDAR – Flexible Distributed Array Radar testbed with spatially separated nodes (Maryland & 
NASA Wallops) demonstrating distributed coherent radar concepts. nrl.navy.mil 

 DARPA DRIFT – Distributed Radar Image Formation Technology using multiple SAR satellites flying in 
formation to synthesize a larger coherent aperture (algorithms + joint collections); Phase II awards 
confirm ongoing work. (Air/space domain principles transfer to aircraft & loyal-wingman teams.) Via 
SatelliteEverything RF• We Know Space 

 DARPA ACT-IV / ACT – next-gen multifunction AESA derived from Arrays at Commercial Timescales; 
technology base for distributing RF functions (radar/EW/comms) across tiles/panels. darpa.mil 

 AFRL Sensors Directorate & “Transform Sensing” – USAF research pushing phased-array/distributed 
sensing architectures and interference-robust beamforming—enabling tech for coherent, widely spaced 
apertures. afrl.af.milaft3.af.mil 

C) Peer-Reviewed Theory & Experiments (distributed/coherent/MIMO/conformal) 

 Distributed coherent aperture radar – recent survey & experiments showing SNR gains (≈9 dB) from 
distributed X-band phased arrays tracking aircraft; good theory+data for formation or multi-panel fusion. 
MDPI 

 Airborne MIMO/netted radar – DOA estimation, assignment & power-allocation methods for netted 
C-MIMO radars (core math for distributed apertures). IET Research JournalsScienceDirect 

 Conformal array SAR demonstrators – early but relevant demonstrations of airframe-integrated 
conformal arrays, a prerequisite to skin-distributed radar panels. Wiley Online LibraryResearchGate 

http://www.ijnrd.org/
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 Cranfield PhD on 3D conformal airborne AESA – discusses multi-facet/multi-panel airborne AESA 
layouts (e.g., Osprey) to extend coverage—strong academic grounding for “apertures distributed around 
a fuselage.” dspace.lib.cranfield.ac.uk 

 

 Electronic Attack Mode: Radar doubles as a jammer or directed-energy emitter. 

       3.3.4. Cockpit & Pilot Interface 

 Augmented Reality (AR) Cockpit: Helmet-mounted displays (HMD) project AI-enhanced tactical info directly into pilot’s 

vision. 

 Gesture / Voice Controls: Reduce workload — pilot talks or gestures to command avionics. 

 No Traditional HUD: The cockpit becomes a “glass bubble” with complete AR overlay in case of no HMD is used. 

 Single-Pilot but Command Role: Designed for one pilot commanding drones & assets like an airborne “combat 

quarterback.” AI Filtered data “Need to Know Basis” 

 

3.3.5. Networking & Cloud Combat 

 Combat Cloud Integration: Secure high-bandwidth data links tie fighters into a distributed “combat cloud.” 

 Swarm Management: Onboard avionics control loyal wingmen UAVs, drones, and possibly naval/ground assets. 

 Quantum-Resistant Communications: Encrypted links hardened against next-gen cyber threats. 

 

3.3.6. Electronic & Cyber Resilience 

 Onboard Cyber Defense AI: Detects, isolates, and patches intrusions in real time. 

 Electromagnetic Resilience: Hardened avionics against EMP/DEW attacks. 

 Self-Healing Software: Avionics reboot into safe mode without mission loss. Ensuring a safe separation of the Flight critical 

systems and the mission critical systems. 

Segregation via Avionics Zoning 

Partitioned Architecture: 

 Flight-Critical Zone: Encompasses FBW, propulsion, power management — air-gapped from external 
networks. 

 Mission/Combat Zone: Avionics handling cloud connectivity, EW, and sensor fusion. 

 Guarded Gateways: Only vetted, one-way or heavily firewalled data bridges allow information exchange 
(e.g., mission computer may suggest maneuvers, but FBW executes only after onboard verification). 

 This is akin to MILS (Multiple Independent Levels of Security) and ARINC 653 time/space partitioning 
already used in safety-critical avionics. 

Safeguards & Enhancements for 6th Gen 

 AI-Based Runtime Assurance: A certified supervisory AI ensures only “safe sets” of commands are ever 
passed from the combat cloud to flight systems (ties back to Box Condition enforcement). 

 Digital Twins in Isolation: Flight-critical systems run a local digital twin for predictive maintenance and 
safety monitoring; only non-safety data (e.g., fatigue states, performance envelopes) is shared with the 
cloud. 

 Quantum-Resistant Gateways: Encrypted, tamper-proof comms using PQC (post-quantum 
cryptography) prevent man-in-the-middle intrusions. 

 Fail-Safe Defaults: If the combat cloud link is corrupted or jammed, the aircraft autonomously reverts to 
self-contained operation, maintaining flight and mission integrity. 

 

 

3.3.7 Power-Hungry Systems Integration 

Avionics designed to integrate with Directed Energy Weapons (DEWs): 

http://www.ijnrd.org/
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 Laser Targeting Systems: For missile defense. 

 Microwave EW Systems: To disable enemy electronics. 

 Engines will drive the generator supplying hundreds of kW of electrical power, routed into avionics subsystems. 

 

3.3.8. Maintenance & Lifecycle 

 Digital Twin Avionics: Real-time diagnostics tied to ground-based AI support. 

 Modular Mission Systems: Hardware modules (radar, EW, comms) swapped in hours, not weeks. 

 Software-Defined Avionics: Major upgrades delivered via code updates instead of hardware overhauls. 

Summary: 
Onboard avionics in 6th Gen fighters will transform them into flying command centers, capable of: 

 AI-assisted decision making, 

 sensor fusion across domains, 

 cloud combat connectivity, 

 EW dominance, and 

 cyber resilience. 

3.4 EW SYSTEMS CAPABILITIES 

 

              3.4.1 Cognitive EW 

 AI/ML-Driven EW Suites that learn in real time — detect new radar waveforms, missile seekers, or jammers and auto-
generate countermeasures on the spot. [29] [30] 

 Unlike static 5th Gen systems, 6th Gen EW is adaptive, updating countermeasures in milliseconds. 

              3.4.2. Multi-Function AESA Arrays 

 6th Gen AESA radars act as radar + jammer + comms node all in one. 

 Fighter can switch modes instantly: 

 High-power radar → track/engage targets. 

 Jammer → blind enemy radars/missiles. 

 Data link → beam-formed, secure comms. 

 Some designs envision distributed AESA panels across fuselage/wings, creating 360° EW coverage. 

 

               3.4.3. Full-Spectrum Electronic Attack 

 Broadband Jamming: Covering L-, S-, C-, X-, and Ku-bands (air defense radars, missile seekers, datalinks). 

 AI Based Sweep through Jammers for tracking radars:  

A sweep-through jammer denies/spoofs radars by rapidly sweeping energy across bands (L/S/C/X/Ku), 
varying center frequency, sweep rate, dwell, power, and modulation. In 6th-gen, AI makes the sweep 
cognitive—adapting parameters in milliseconds to emitter behavior and EW constraints. 

Architecture (onboard) 

 Sensing front-end: wideband digital receivers (≥1–18 GHz), multi-channel ADCs, channelized filter 
banks. 

         AI core: 

 Emitter ID & intent: CNN/RNN or transformers over I/Q + spectrograms. 

 Waveform policy: RL/multi-armed bandit selects sweep pattern, deception (RGPO/VGPO), notches, 
beam steering. 

 Resource allocator 

 Transmit chain: DRFM + DDS/DUC, GaN AESA for agile beams, polarization agility, and multi-beam 
concurrent jamming. 

 Timing: GPS-denied precision via INS-disciplined OCXO/atomic clock for coherent multi-node EW. 

 AI’s real-time jobs 

http://www.ijnrd.org/
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 Emitter discovery & tracking: blind source separation + DOA; classify radar mode (search/track/LPI). 

 Sweep design: choose sweep law (linear/log/segmented), rate, dwell per sub-band, AM/PM/FM and 
phase-coded deception to hit radar PRIs and coherently jam. 

 Beam & power shaping: maximize J/S at victim while minimizing own-force interference; nulls for blue 
sensors. 

 Deception blending: insert RGPO/VGPO, range/velocity pull-off, false targets during/after sweeps. 

 Counter-CCM loop: detect STAP, frequency-hopping, adaptive CFAR → retime sweeps, add smart 
notches, vary PRI/PRF mimicry. 

 LPI discipline: constrain duty, PAPR, and side-lobe levels; bursty, probabilistic sweeps to reduce 
intercept probability. 

 Coordination (combat cloud / MUM-T) 

 Cooperative jamming: loyal wingmen share band assignments; one performs cover jamming, another 
deception, fighter stays EM-silent. 

 Geometric diversity: AI assigns look-angles to defeat monopulse and MHT trackers. 

 Key performance levers 

 J/S threshold at radar front-end. 

 Dwell coupling to radar dwell/PRI. 

 Spectral occupancy vs. blue comms deconfliction. 

 Thermal budget & AESA EIRP limits. 

 Deception Jamming: Creates false targets, ghost aircraft, angle and range-gate pull-in/out to confuse enemy radars. 

               3.4.4. Electronic Support (ES) / Situational Awareness 

 Passive Detection: Airframe skin sensors detect enemy radar emissions, missiles, and even passive RF “signatures” of 
drones. 

 360° coverage from embedded antennas → no blind spots. 

 Geo-location capability: Pinpoints emitter location to feed targeting solutions or suppress enemy air defenses (SEAD) in 
Realtime tactical battlefield situation. 

 

              3.4.5. Electronic Protection (EP) 

 Anti-Jam Resilience: Adaptive waveforms + frequency hopping keep comms/data intact under EW attack. 

 Cognitive Reprogramming: Aircraft can rewrite its EW suite in-flight to counter new enemy tactics. 

 Low Probability of Intercept (LPI) Comms: Ensures stealth not just in radar, but also in communications. 

 

             3.4.6. Directed Energy Weapons (DEW) as EW 

 High-Energy Microwaves (HEM): Fry enemy electronics, UAV swarms, and missile seekers. 

 Laser-based DEW: Can blind or burn out optical/IR sensors on enemy aircraft or missiles. 

 DEWs double as both defensive EW (missile kill) and offensive EW (sensor kill) systems. 

 

           3.4.7. Cyber-Electronic Warfare Integration 

6th Gen EW extends into cyber domain: 

 Data-link hacking, GPS spoofing, and malware injection into enemy systems. 

 Avionics hardened against reciprocal cyber-attacks. 

 Aircraft acts as both an electronic jammer and a cyber node. 

 

  

             3.4.8. Networking & Cooperative EW 

Fighters coordinate jamming with loyal wingmen drones: 

One UAV may act as a decoy, another as a jammer, while the fighter remains stealthy. 

http://www.ijnrd.org/
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Distributed EW “clouds” → entire strike package projects an electromagnetic shield. 

 

            3.4.9. Survivability Enhancements 

Smart MAWS AI based: EW pods disrupt missile seekers (RF and IR). 

360° Active Cancellation: Some studies explore active RCS reduction — cancelling enemy radar waves with phase-controlled 
emissions. 

EMP/EMC Hardening: Cockpit, avionics, and control systems shielded against electromagnetic pulse attacks. 

 

3.5 AI based Fly-By-Wire 
 
              3.5.1. Introduction 

The 'Box Condition' in a Fly-By-Wire (FBW) system refers to the defined safe operational envelope in which the aircraft can fly 
without losing stability, controllability, or structural integrity. For 6th Generation Fighters, this condition extends beyond classical 
g–α–Mach limits to include thermal, structural, electromagnetic, and pilot physiological factors. 

               3.5.2. Basic Envelope Limits (Classical FBW Box) 

                The FBW control laws enforce limits such as: 
 
• Angle of Attack (α): Prevents deep stall or vortex burst in conventional modes for a regular day to day mission for a 5th Gen for 
α ≤ 25–30°, while 6th Gen should aim for total carefree handling without any  α limits with thrust vectoring modes. 
• Load Factor (Nz): Protects pilot & structure. Nominal: +9g/-3g. 6th Gen: Dynamic g-limits based on pilot biometrics & structural 
monitoring with need based limits during combat. 
Pitch/Yaw Rates (q, r): Bounded to avoid overstressing. 
Dynamic Pressure (q̄): Prevents overstressing at high speeds/thin air. 
      

              3.5.3. 6th Gen Extensions to the Box 

a) Energy–Thermal Box: At Mach 2+ supercruise, thermal heating on leading edges can exceed 300–500°C. AI-FBW enforces 
thermal rate limiters. 
 
b) Structural Load Box: Composite stealth skins require real-time fatigue monitoring (FI). Box shrinks adaptively with airframe age 
and condition. 
 
c) Electromagnetic/DEW Box: If Directed Energy Weapons are active, FBW constrains manoeuvres to maintain DEW line-of-sight 
and cooling margins. 
 
d) Pilot Bio-Box: FBW adapts to pilot biometrics (O₂ levels, heart rate, g-tolerance). Dynamic g-limits applied in real time. 
 

               3.5.4. Box Condition Enforcement via AI-Augmented FBW [31] 

• Control Barrier Functions (CBFs): Act as mathematical 'safety walls. 

 

• AI Prediction: Forecast excursions (gust, overload) and pre-limit commands. 

 

• Runtime Assurance: Certified monitor ensures states remain within invariant sets. 

  

               Summary 

For 6th Gen FBW systems, the Box Condition extends beyond classical α–g–Mach limits to include: 

• Aerodynamic limits (α, g, q̄) 

 

• Thermal limits (skin heating at Mach 2–3) 

 

• Structural limits (fatigue index, stealth skins) 

 

• Pilot bio-limits (dynamic g-envelope) 

 

AI-augmented FBW with Control Barrier Functions enforces these constraints in real time, ensuring agility with structural and pilot 

safety. 

http://www.ijnrd.org/
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3.6  Weapons Employment 

           3.6.1. Introduction 

In 6th Generation Fighters, the Box Condition concept extends from flight dynamics into weapons employment. The Box defines 

the multi-variable safe and effective envelope in which Air-to-Air (AAM) and Air-to-Ground (A2G) weapons can be released. 

AI-augmented FBW, avionics, and fire control systems ensure weapons are only released within these safe zones, balancing 

effectiveness, survivability, and stealth. 

3.6.2 Air-to-Air Weapons 

 Extended-Range BVR Missiles: Hypersonic variants with 250+ mile range and unpredictable flight paths 

 Directed Energy Systems: Lasers and microwaves for missile defense and drone neutralization 

 AI-Enhanced Targeting: Automated weapon selection and coordination with loyal wingman drones 

3.6.3 Air-to-Ground Weapons 

Hypersonic Strike Munitions: Long-range precision weapons for standoff attacks 

Modular Smart Bombs: AI-guided weapons with dynamic retargeting capability 

Directed Energy Strikes: Precision elimination of ground defenses with minimal collateral damage 

3.6.4. AI-Augmented Weapon Box 

• Adaptive Weapon Box: AI predicts unstable separation due to gust/high α and pre-limits commands. 

• Dynamic Expansion: AI permits borderline shots by commanding micro-adjustments (e.g., roll-level before release). 

• Collaborative Release: AI coordinates with loyal wingman drones for high-risk launches while manned jet stays safe. 

3.6.5. Cyber–EW Integration 

Box Condition also covers electromagnetic and cyber safety: 

• A2A missile datalink: Hold launch if comms are jammed. 

• A2G guided munitions: Delay release if GPS spoofing detected until INS/GPS integrity confirmed in case of releasing a guided 

bomb. 

Summary 

The Box Condition for 6th Gen weapons employment is a multi-domain envelope combining: 

• Aero-kinematic constraints (Mach, altitude, α, Nz). 

• Thermal/structural limits (skin heating, stealth bay loads). 

• Weapon separation safety (plume, recontact, unstable paths). 

• Targeting and sensor lock requirements. 

• AI/EW checks (ECM, GPS spoofing, cyber integrity). 
 

This ensures every launch is survivable, effective, and stealth-compatible. AI expands the usable box adaptively, while runtime 

assurance guarantees safety. 

 

3.7 Radar Systems 

 
3.7.1 Introduction 

The Box Condition for radar systems in 6th Generation Fighters defines the safe and effective operational envelope for advanced 

radar technologies such as photonic radar, quantum radar, multi-band AESA, and passive/cooperative radars. It ensures radar 

operation remains effective without compromising stealth, overloading power systems, or producing unreliable data in cluttered or 

adversarial EW environments. In addition to the proposed AESA radar there are other systems being explored. A brief preview of 

the same is mentioned in the subsequent paragraphs.  

 

3.7.2. Multi-Band AESA Box 

Constraints: 

• Thermal Box: High duty cycles limited by nose edge temperature < 400 °C. 

 

• Power Box: Radar limited by total engine-generated electrical output minus DEW demands. 

http://www.ijnrd.org/
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• Stealth/Emission Box: Must maintain LPI waveforms, duty cycle, beam shaping. 

 

• Structural Box: Antenna panels embedded in load-bearing skin must remain phase-aligned. 

 

state-of-the-art overview of Multi-Band AESA Radar, followed by reference list. 

 
 

Multi-Band AESA Radar: State of the Art Concept & Motivation. 

 

Multi-band AESA integrates two or more frequency bands (e.g., S+X, L+X, Ku/Ka) to combine wide-area 

surveillance, precision fire control, counter-stealth, and all-weather performance in one system. 

Architecturally, this is realized today via (i) multi-aperture, multi-band arrays (distinct panels per band) and, 

emerging, (ii) shared-aperture / wideband arrays using frequency-selective surfaces, true-time delay (TTD), 

and digital beamforming to co-host bands and RF functions (radar/EW/comm). 

missiledefenseadvocacy.orgdarpa.mil 

 

Fielded exemplars (naval). 

 

The U.S. Navy’s Dual Band Radar (DBR) demonstrated operational S-band + X-band coverage by combining 

the AN/SPY-3 (X) with a Volume Surveillance Radar (S), delivering 360° coverage with six array faces and 

multifunction capability (surveillance + fire control). DBR equipped CVN-78 (Ford) and underpinned Zumwalt 

development, establishing the benchmark for multi-band, multi-aperture AESA at fleet scale. 

missiledefenseadvocacy.orgdefenseindustrydaily.comWikipedianavy-matters.blogspot.com 

 

Airborne trajectory. 

 

On aircraft, multi-band is advancing through modular AESA building blocks and multifunction RF (MFRF) 

that time-share or concurrently host RF tasks. DARPA’s ACT / ACT-IV accelerated digital AESA development 

and transition to AFRL, with Northrop Grumman flight-testing an array that performs multiple RF functions 

simultaneously using common tiles and containerized software—key enablers for multi-band/multi-function 

growth on fighters and UAVs. darpa.mil+1Air & Space Forces Magazine 

 

Shared-aperture / wideband research. 

 

Peer-reviewed work shows dual-band shared-aperture phased arrays (e.g., Ku/Ka) achieving scan performance 

via careful element/stack design; complementary studies demonstrate cross-band decoupling with deep-

subwavelength frequency-selective surfaces—both pointing to practical pathways beyond “separate panels per 

band.” ResearchGateAalto University's research portal 

 

Convergence to multifunction. 

 

Programs like DARPA’s MFRF and NOAA’s MPAR (for aviation/weather) validate consolidated AESA 

performing radar + comms + nav + sensing with agile waveforms, setting the pattern for future multi-band, 

multi-function airborne arrays (crew-ed and uncrewed). darpa.milinside.nssl.noaa.gov 

 

Technology pillars. 

 

(1) GaN T/R modules for high power and efficiency; (2) wideband radiators and FSS/OBFN/TTD for band 

coexistence with minimal squint; (3) digitally distributed beamforming for concurrent beams; (4) open 

architectures for rapid mode updates (e.g., ACT). These reduce size/power while enabling simultaneous multi-

band operations and RF mission convergence. darpa.mil+1 

 

Challenges & trends. 

 

Key hurdles include thermal density, EMC between bands, phase/time calibration across dissimilar sub-arrays, 

and resource arbitration (power/time/aperture) for simultaneous modes. Emerging fixes leverage AI-assisted 

calibration, RFSS-based decoupling, and tile-level modularity to scale arrays and bands without prohibitive 

integration penalties. Aalto University's research portal 

 

Bottom line. 

 

Naval DBR proved multi-band AESA at scale; airborne systems are rapidly catching up via digital, modular 

AESA and shared-aperture research, enabling fighters and UAVs to combine surveillance + fire control + 

EW/comm across bands on a single conformal sensor suite—an essential stepping stone for 6th-generation 

“distributed, multi-band, multifunction” skins. missiledefenseadvocacy.orgAir & Space Forces Magazine 
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             3.7.3. Photonic Radar Box 

Constraints: 

• Frequency & Bandwidth: Wideband but bounded by photonic device limits (~1–300 GHz practical). 

• Thermal Limits: Photonic components sensitive above ~120 °C; high-Mach skin heating must be managed. 

• Vibration/Mechanical Stress: Fiber optics and photonic chips limited by structural vibration tolerance. 

• Power Allocation: AI must balance radar, DEW, and avionics loads. 

Here’s a compact, roundup of who’s already working on photonic radar—in India and worldwide—plus core 

theory. 

 

India 

 DRDO / LRDE (official): DRDO lists Photonic Radar as an active line (with photonics-based 

subsystems) under LRDE’s radar portfolio. Useful for establishing programmatic activity in India. DRDO+1 

 Reports of DRDO prototype trials (2025): Indian defence news outlets reported DRDO’s “first photonic 

radar” entering extensive trials (use with caution; corroborate with DRDO primary). Indian Defence Research 

WingDefence News IndiaCompass by Rau's IAS 

 Indian theory/technology base (TTD/OBFN): Indian radar community work on true-time-delay 

beamforming (IRSI proceedings) underpins photonic beam steering for wideband arrays. radarindia.com 

 Domestic silicon-photonics capacity: IIT-Madras/CPPICS & allied labs building microwave-photonics 

compatible PICs—good to cite as indigenous fabrication/know-how for future radar PICs. 

cppics.iitm.ac.inioe.iitm.ac.in 

 

Global (programs, demos, and reviews) 

 DARPA (US): Multiple microwave-photonics programs over the last decade; recent GRYPHON updates 

point to warfighter-relevant photonic systems (frequency division, integrated photonics) that feed radar/EO 

sensing. Semantic Scholardarpa.mil 

 Nature / Optica demonstrations: 

o Photonic radar with 30 GHz synth. bandwidth achieving mm-level ranging (vital-sign demo; shows 

resolution potential). Nature 

o High-resolution photonics-based radar with optical LFM generation/processing (cm-class ISAR). 

NatureResearchGate 

o Distributed/coherent microwave photonic radar—coherent multi-aperture photonic architectures (relevant 

to 6th-gen distributed apertures). Optica Publishing Group 

 Photonic TTD / Optical Beamforming (foundations): Seminal and recent work showing TTD 

beamforming via PICs, PCF, and comb sources—core to wideband, squint-free photonic arrays. SPIE Digital 

LibraryResearchGateFaculty of EngineeringOptics Journal 

 Comprehensive reviews (open access): Recent surveys in MDPI Photonics and PMC summarize MWP 

components for radar (waveforming, LO generation, OBFN, filtering, ADC aids). Ideal for 

background/theory sections. MDPI+1PMC 

 

China (claims & academic track) 

 Microwave-photonic radar claims (popular & academic): Reports of long-range microwave-photonic 

radar and anti-stealth capabilities; treat as claims and balance with peer-reviewed optics/radar papers. South 

China Morning Post 

 Quantum/photonic radar claims (context): CETC’s widely cited “quantum radar” announcements—use 

cautiously and distinguish from classical photonic radar; include scepticism where appropriate. People's 

DailyPopular SciencePostQuantum.com 

 Academic MWP radar work: NUAA groups on photonics-based phased arrays, de-chirp receivers, and 

fiber-distributed antenna arrays (solid, peer-reviewed). Semantic ScholarMWP NUAALabResearchGate 

 

 

                  3.7.4. Quantum Radar Box[37] [38] [39] 

 

Constraints: 

• Decoherence Time: Quantum states must remain coherent; limited by vibration, EM interference. 

• Altitude/Mach: High dynamics reduce photon pair fidelity. 

• Cryogenic Cooling: Detectors must remain below cryogenic thresholds (T_det ≤ 4 K). 

• Operational Window: Effective range limited to tens–hundreds of km. 

 

                  3.7.5. Passive/Cooperative Radar Box 

 

Constraints: 

• Environmental Box: Requires external emitters (5G, satellite, broadcast); ineffective in remote areas. 

• Altitude Box: Best at mid-altitudes for line-of-sight with emitters. 

• Networking Box: Requires synchronization with UAVs, AWACS, or ground stations. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ijnrd.org/
https://drdo.gov.in/drdo/radar?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://idrw.org/drdo-unveils-indias-first-photonic-radar-set-for-extensive-trials-to-revolutionize-stealth-detection/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://idrw.org/drdo-unveils-indias-first-photonic-radar-set-for-extensive-trials-to-revolutionize-stealth-detection/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://defencenewsindia.in/drdo-indigenous-photonic-radar-india/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://defencenewsindia.in/drdo-indigenous-photonic-radar-india/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.radarindia.com/Proceedings%20Archive/IRSI-15/15-FP-114.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cppics.iitm.ac.in/modules/Custom_Module/cppics/thesis/Silicon_Photonics_CoE_CPPICS_Technical_Digest_2023.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cppics.iitm.ac.in/modules/Custom_Module/cppics/thesis/Silicon_Photonics_CoE_CPPICS_Technical_Digest_2023.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Microwave-photonics%3A-Recent-programs-at-DARPA-Ridgway-Conway/1f41923dd0c9569404dd067eeeb29a73472ce3a1?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Microwave-photonics%3A-Recent-programs-at-DARPA-Ridgway-Conway/1f41923dd0c9569404dd067eeeb29a73472ce3a1?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41566-023-01245-6?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-14306-y?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-14306-y?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://opg.optica.org/oe/abstract.cfm?uri=oe-28-21-31241&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.spiedigitallibrary.org/conference-proceedings-of-spie/4087/0000/Design-of-photonic-true-time-delay-networks-for-radar-application/10.1117/12.406404.full?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.spiedigitallibrary.org/conference-proceedings-of-spie/4087/0000/Design-of-photonic-true-time-delay-networks-for-radar-application/10.1117/12.406404.full?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/224340777_Photonic_Crystal_Fiber-Based_True-Time-Delay_Beamformer_for_Multiple_RF_Beam_Transmission_and_Reception_of_an_X-Band_Phased-Array_Antenna?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/224340777_Photonic_Crystal_Fiber-Based_True-Time-Delay_Beamformer_for_Multiple_RF_Beam_Transmission_and_Reception_of_an_X-Band_Phased-Array_Antenna?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.opticsjournal.net/Articles/OJ97a976ef23d74c49/FullText?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mdpi.com/2304-6732/12/6/529?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mdpi.com/2304-6732/12/6/529?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3269347/chinas-new-interception-radar-can-track-10-hypersonic-missiles-mach-20?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3269347/chinas-new-interception-radar-can-track-10-hypersonic-missiles-mach-20?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.people.cn/n3/2016/0908/c98649-9112553.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.people.cn/n3/2016/0908/c98649-9112553.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.popsci.com/china-quantum-radar-detects-stealth-planes-missiles/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.popsci.com/china-quantum-radar-detects-stealth-planes-missiles/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/4f6e/b65bc33c7ddef6966dcefef206a7238ae96a.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/4f6e/b65bc33c7ddef6966dcefef206a7238ae96a.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/341955566_Microwave_photonic_radar_with_a_fiber-distributed_antenna_array_for_three-dimensional_imaging?utm_source=chatgpt.com


                                                                     © 2025 IJNRD | Volume 10, Issue 9 September 2025 | ISSN: 2456-4184 |IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2509057 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org) 
 

 

a515 

                3.7.6. AI-Augmented Radar Box 

 

• Thermal–Power–Stealth Tradeoff: AI dynamically schedules radar bursts relative to DEW and stealth demands. 

• Adaptive Spectrum Use: For future work AI integration will enable switching between the different types of radar i.e. between 

photonic, AESA, passive, or quantum modes as ECM varies depending on the mission requirements. 

• Collaborative Radar Box: Fighters share radar load across the formation, reducing exposure. 

 

                 3.7.7. Cyber–EW Integration 

 

• Radar data integrity checks block operation if spoofing suspected. 

• Quantum key distribution ensures radar-to-radar communication security. 

• Box Condition ensures QKD link stability within jitter and decoherence thresholds. 

 

   Summary 

The Box Condition for 6th Gen radar systems is multi-dimensional: 

 

• Thermal/Power Box: Photonic and AESA radars limited by heating and power draw. 

 

• Quantum Decoherence Box: Quantum radars constrained by vibration, cooling, EM interference. 

 

• Structural Box: Antenna arrays require phase alignment despite airframe flex. 

 

• Stealth Box: LPI limits prevent detection. 

 

• Environmental Box: Passive radar dependent on external emitters. 

 

AI ensures radars remain inside this box by dynamically switching modes and managing tradeoffs, making radar survivable, 

adaptive, and stealth-compatible. 

 

 

CONCLUSION AND FUTURE WORK 

 
4.1 Thorium–U-233 Molten Salt Microreactor (MSR) for 6th Generation Fighter Aircraft 

The concept of integrating a Thorium–U-233 molten salt microreactor (MSR) into a 6th Generation Fighter Aircraft represents a 

futuristic, high-risk, high-reward propulsion and power-generation approach. Unlike chemical fuel-based turbofans, a nuclear MSR 

would provide virtually unlimited range and sustained high-power output, enabling continuous operation of directed energy 

weapons (DEWs), advanced avionics, and high-speed propulsion assist. 

 Advantages 

• Near-unlimited range (no refueling). 

 

• High power for DEWs, railguns, advanced radars. 

 

• Reduces logistical dependence on chemical fuel. 

 

• Strategic loiter capability (days, not hours). 

 Challenges 
• Excessive weight and shielding requirements. 

 

• Radiation protection for pilot and avionics. 

 

• Complex thermal management at high Mach. 

 

• Proliferation and political risks. 

 

• Specialized maintenance for salt chemistry and U-233 handling. 

 

 

4.2 Quantum Magnetic Navigation for 6th Generation Fighter Aircraft 

Quantum Magnetic Navigation[35] [36] (QMagNav) leverages ultra-sensitive quantum magnetometers to detect and interpret 

variations in the Earth’s magnetic field, enabling precise, GPS-independent positioning. For 6th Generation fighter aircraft, this 

technology is a potential game-changer, addressing vulnerabilities to GPS denial, spoofing, or jamming in contested environments. 

By exploiting quantum properties of atoms—such as spin precession or nitrogen-vacancy centers in diamond—QMagNav systems 

can map and correlate local geomagnetic signatures with high fidelity. 

Integrating such sensors into next-generation fighters would provide continuous, resilient navigation even at high altitudes or during 

deep-penetration missions, where stealth requirements limit external emissions. Coupled with AI-driven sensor fusion, quantum 

http://www.ijnrd.org/


                                                                     © 2025 IJNRD | Volume 10, Issue 9 September 2025 | ISSN: 2456-4184 |IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2509057 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org) 
 

 

a516 

magnetometers can be embedded into “cognitive avionics,” ensuring real-time correction of inertial drift and seamless integration 

with distributed aperture systems. The combination of quantum navigation, adaptive engines, and advanced EW suites forms a 

robust operational backbone for air superiority in anti-access/area-denial (A2/AD) zones. 

Though challenges remain—such as sensor miniaturization, noise filtering, and aeronautical integration—the maturation of 

quantum magnetic navigation aligns directly with the strategic imperatives of 6th Gen platforms: stealth, survivability, and 

autonomy. This emerging capability promises to redefine aerial combat by ensuring navigational dominance without reliance on 

vulnerable satellite constellations. 

Concluding Remarks: The pursuit of a Sixth Generation fighter aircraft for India embodies more than an incremental step in 

aerospace—it represents a paradigm shift in how future air combat will be defined. By integrating adaptive aerodynamics, AI-

driven avionics, variable-cycle propulsion, directed energy weapons, and quantum-enabled sensing within a unified “Box 

Condition” framework, this concept ensures dominance across multiple operational domains. The exploration of disruptive enablers 

such as thorium-U-233 molten salt microreactors for endurance and quantum magnetic navigation for resilience underscores the 

forward-looking ambition of this research. While challenges of integration, safety, and technological maturity remain, the strategic 

trajectory is clear: India must proactively invest in indigenous innovation, partnerships, and long-term R&D to secure technological 

sovereignty. A 6th Gen platform so conceived will not only guarantee survivability and superiority in contested battlespaces but 

also affirm India’s emergence as a leader in next-generation aerospace and defense innovation 
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