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Abstract

The field of environmental ethics concerns human beings ethical relationship with the natural environment
.Environmental ethics has emerged as a crucial area of study and practice in today’s world, as humanity faces
pressing issues such as climate change, biodiversity loss, deforestation, pollution, and resource depletion. It
emphasizes moral responsibility toward nature and advocates sustainable interaction between humans and the
environment. This paper discusses the relevance of environmental ethics in the contemporary era, highlights the
challenges posed by unchecked human activities, and suggests approaches for integrating ethical principles into
environmental decision-making.

Numerous academic fields, such as environmental law, environmental sociology, eco-theology, ecological
economics, ecology, and environmental geography, among others, all contribute to human civilization through
environmental ethics. This article's primary goal is to examine how humans and the environment interact. It also
addresses societal concerns that have an impact on the environment as well as environmental problems brought on
by human activity. It provides the foundation for our actions to demonstrate our awareness of the environment.
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Introduction

In the 21st century, rapid industrialization, urbanization, and technological advancement have led to
unprecedented environmental challenges. The imbalance between human needs and environmental sustainability
has created critical issues like global warming, rising sea levels, and the extinction of species. Environmental
ethics, as a discipline, deals with the moral relationship between human beings and the natural world. It questions
the traditional anthropocentric worldview and promotes eco-centric or biometric approaches. Understanding the
importance of environmental ethics in the present-day context is essential to ensure a sustainable future for
generations to come. Environmental ethics is related to environmental philosophy and defines what is right and
wrong at ecological level. It is more a moral binding than legal compulsions. Practicing environmental ethics is,
therefore, left to an individual. The outcome of such practices is always par excellence since it comes voluntarily
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and hence with dedication. We are cutting down forests for making our homes that means we are continuing with
an excessive consumption of natural resources. When we celebration of 1970 was also one of the factors, which
led to the development of environmental ethics as a separate field of study. Most of the human activities lead to
environmental pollution.

A comprehensive model for categorizing the aspects of values has been established by Schwartz (1992,
1994), with 56 values items covering 10 universal value kinds. The 10 value kinds can be further divided into 4
value categories: conservatism, self-transcendence, self-enhancement, and openness to change, according to cross-
cultural studies. Values of hedonism, stimulation, and self-direction characterize openness to change. The
principles of tradition, conformity, and security characterize conservatism. Universalist and charitable ideals are
traits of self transcendence. Lastly, the values of achievement and power characterize self-enhancement. Using
confirmatory factor analytic techniques, Schultz (2000, 2001) discovered compelling evidence supporting the
differentiation between egoistic, biosphere, and altruistic concerns. Numerous American samples, including
college students and the general public, as well as cross-cultural studies involving samples from Spanish speaking
nations worldwide, have revealed the same three-factor structure. A recent international study (Schultz, 2001;
Schultz & Zelezny, 1999) looked at how values, environmental concerns, and worldview related in 14 different
nations.

Significance of the study:

The present study is an attempt to trace the importance of the role of human society for conservation of
environment. Excessive and unjustified use of natural resources, urbanization, industrialization and many prudent
causes are responsible for environmental degradation. The paper aims at finding the root causes of the violation of
environmental ethics and paves the way for its solution.

Objective:
The present study encompasses the following objectives:
1. To study the necessity of maintaining the ethical relationship between people and the natural world.

2. To find out the prevailing condition of morality and motivation for the cause of global environmental
protection and ethical justification.

3. To suggest measures to prevent the massive violation of environmental ethics.
Methodology:

Descriptive research method is followed in this study. The study is based on secondary data collected from
Census of India; and Statistical Handbooks of Assam published by Directorate of Economics & Statistics, Assam.
The report mostly uses field data and library research. However, secondary data is employed for this purpose, such
as information found online, in newspapers, souvenirs, journals, ancient records, and numerous publications. To
get at the conclusion, the data is analyzed, examined, and described in a sensible and prudent manner.

Discussion:

Moral Responsibility towards Nature
Humans share the planet with countless species. Environmental ethics reminds us of our duty to respect and
protect the natural world, rather than exploiting it solely for economic gains. Human responsibility towards nature
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very high the development of civilization caused an imbalance in natural ecosystems. The number of species of
flora and fauna is decreasing rapidly every year. Biodiversity of biological ecosystems is reduced. Since the end
of the 19™ century, the average temperature at the earth’s surface has been gradually rising. Many research results
in the field of climatology and ecology confirm the accelerating greenhouse gas emissions in recent years, which
are causing the global warming process to processes more and more rapidly.

Sustainability and Future Generations

Adopting environmental ethics ensures sustainable use of resources. It emphasizes intergenerational justice,
where present generations must not deprive future generations of ecological balance and resources. Sustainable
development is a practice performed by both developed countries and developing countries. It aims to solve the
issues we are facing with today while leaving an opportunity for future generation to solve their own issues. It is
important to note that Sustainable development to recognize the environmental impacts of development in order to
preserve the health of the planet in future. On the other hand Sustainable economic development considers
economic prosperity for humans around the world.

Conservation of Biodiversity

Biodiversity knows no political boundaries and its conservation is therefore a collective responsibility of all
nations. The historic convention on Biological Diversity (The Earth Summit) held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, called
upon all nations to take appropriate measures for conservation of biodiversity and sustainable utilization of its
benefits. Biodiversity is vital for ecological balance and human survival. Ethical considerations prevent the
destruction of habitats, over exploitation, and extinction of species.

Addressing Climate Change

Climate Change is defined as the change that impacts our ecosystems. This can happen due to internal and
external factors; sometimes the scale being large enough to effect communities. Environmental ethics motivates
collective action against climate change. It encourages governments, corporations, and individuals to adopt eco-
friendly policies and practices. Climate change refers to long term shifts in temperatures and weather patterns.
Such shifts can be natural, due to changes in the suns activity or large volcanic eruptions.

Promoting Eco-centric Values
Shifting from an anthropocentric (human-centered) approach to an eco-centric one fosters respect for all forms
of life, recognizing the intrinsic value of nature.

Policy and Law Making
Incorporating ethical values into environmental policies ensures fairness, justice, and accountability. It
influences environmental laws on pollution control, wildlife protection, and sustainable development.

Cultural and Spiritual Dimensions
Many indigenous traditions treat nature as sacred. Environmental ethics encourages reviving such cultural
values, which strengthen the bond between humans and the natural environment.

Challenges in Implementing Environmental Ethics

- Consumerism and materialism fueling over exploitation of resources.
- Economic growth vs. sustainability conflict.

- Weak enforcement of environmental policies.

- Lack of awareness and education regarding environmental ethics.
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Conclusion

Environmental ethics is not merely an academic discipline but a practical necessity in the present era of
ecological crises. It calls for a transformation in human attitudes and behavior towards nature, ensuring that
development is balanced with ecological sustainability. If adopted sincerely, environmental ethics can guide
individuals, societies, and governments toward a greener, fairer, and more sustainable future. We must
comprehend the character and extent of nature. Being a part of nature, humans must acknowledge their limitations
and abilities. Based on the foundations of Islamic law and philosophy, we are the best of all creatures of nature.
We have a great deal of power to accomplish here on Earth. However, its application must be limited. Anything
that directly or indirectly contradicts nature must also naturally contradict the person. Every citizen of the world
must follow the ethics of environment for its conservation. Necessary awareness should be created by engaging the
government agencies to ensure proper and justified use of natural resources for its sustenance. According to
Newton's theory, every action has a reaction. You will receive affection from others in the community and society
if we do the same for them. The requirements and needs of society must be taken into account. We must not
restrain from our spiritual bond. We must live according to the precepts of all religions, including Islam, as well as
the ideals and principles of national and international human rights, humanitarian laws, and pertinent policies and
practices.
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