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ABSTRACT

“Women make up about half of our population, but they are underrepresented in our political system in
proportion to their numbers. At every level, from the home to the highest levels of government, women are
excluded from decision-making. The gender disparity in politics indicates the need to promote education
amongst women, thus, enabling greater political participation.” The paper delves into their historical roots
and theoretical frameworks to provide a comprehensive understanding about the access to women education
and political participation. It then elucidates the background foundations upon which access to women
education are built, including constitutional guarantees, statutory protections in India. “The study revealed
that the higher the level of women's formal education, the more their tendency to participate in politics in
areas of voting in elections and occupation of political post either through elections or appointments at all
levels of government. This paper explores how legal principles apply to address these challenges. Looking
ahead, the paper examines emerging trends and challenges in the protection of women education, offering
potential reforms and innovations to address them. This paper provides a comprehensive analysis of women
political participation due to the education access offering insights into the complexities and challenges
inherent in contemporary times. The paper recommends that the government, civil society and women
activists need to work towards sensitization and awareness creation among the community to realize the need
of the Women to participate in politics and governance.”

Keywords: women, education, political participation.

INTRODUCTION

“Women education in India has a major preoccupation of both the government and civil society as educated
women can play a very important role in the development of the country. Education is milestone of women
empowerment because it enables them to responds to the challenges, to confront their traditional role and
change their life. Education also brings a reduction in inequalities and functions as a means of improving their
status within the family and develops the concept of participation (Ahamd, 2015).Thus women quest for
equality with man is a universal phenomenon. Women should equal with men in matters of education,
employment, inheritance, marriage, and politics etc. Their quest for equality has given birth to the formation
of many women’s associations and launching of movements. The Constitution of our nation doesn't
discriminate between men and women, but our society has deprived women of certain basic rights, which
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were bestowed upon them by our Constitution. Empowerment allows individuals to reach their full potential,
to improve their political and social participation, and to believe in their own capabilities (Ahamd, 2015).”

OBJECTIVES:
The study was guided by the following objectives;
o To analysis the relationship between education and participation of women in politics.
o To analyses the constitutional frameworks of women education and political participation.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

In executing the present research paper, primary and secondary sources have been used. The study of reports
was included in the primary sources. Secondary sources include published material in the form of books,
articles, research papers, research journals, magazines and relevant newspapers. The present research problem
has been analyzed from both a historical and descriptive perspective.

DISCUSSION

1. Women's Political Participation in the Twentieth Century

“The Swadeshi movement in Bengal (1905-8) marked the beginning of women's participation in nationalist
activities. Many of the women were from families involved in nationalist politics. Middle class nationalist
women contributed jewelry, money and even grain to the movement. They took active part in the boycott of
foreign goods and in revolutionary activities. Sister Nivedita is reported to have become a member of the
National Revolutionary Council and in that capacity, organized women for nationalist activities. Madame
Cama who was described by the Government as the recognized leader of the revolutionary movement and
Kumudini Mitra who started a journal called 'Suprabalh’ which linked nationalist politics to women's
traditional power. The movement for independence also gave rise to the question of women's suffrage. In
December 1917, Annie Besant and few other women met Mr. Montague to demand voting rights for Indian
women. During the same period several all India women's organizations came into being. In 1917, Annie
Besant, Dorothy Jinarajadasa, Malathi Patvardhan, Ammu Swamina than, Mrs. Dadabhoy and Mrs.
Ambujamal founded the Women's Indian Association. Described as the first truly feminist organization in
India, it strongly supported the Home Rule Movement. In 1926, the All India Women's Conference was
formed and became extremely active on the question of women's suffrage, labour issues, relief and nationalist
work (Chary, 2012).”

“The 1920s, also witnessed a second generation of feminists who were advocates of women's rights.
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Lady Piroj Bai Mehta, Mrs. N. Sengupta, were some of the prominent women activists
of this period. Several other women were active on causes other than the Independence movement including
Prabhavati Mirza (a powerful trade unionist), Kamini Roy (a social reformist), and Aghorekamini Roy
(founder of a social welfare women's organization) (Bhartiya, 2017). Women who were strong leaders in the
Independence movement were Sarojini Naidu, Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, Aruna Asaf Ali, and Basanti Devi
(Kaur, 2022). A strong supporter of women's rights, Sarojini Naidu worked with the Congress and the Muslim
League. She was instrumental in the passage of a resolution to support women's franchise and became the first
Indian woman to become the elected President of the Indian National Congress. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay
participated in the Satyagraha movement of the 1930s. Aruna Asaf Ali's first major political involvement was
in the salt march at which she was arrested and prosecuted. She was also active in the Quit India movement,
edited Inquilab magazine of the Congress and established the National Federation of Indian Women. She
came to be known as the Grand Old Lady of the Independence Movement and heroine of the 1942 movement.
Basanti Devi took active part in anti-British activities and was arrested for picketing foreign goods shops, and
in 1922 presided over the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee.” Thousands of women joined in the salt
Satyagraha, which is "generally remembered as the first time 'masses of Indian women' got involved in the
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struggle for Independence”(Borah, 2022). Several women's organizations were formed to mobilize women to
participate in nationalist activities including processions, pickets, and charka spinning such as the Ladies
Picketing Board, Desh Sevika Satigh, Nari Satyagraha Samiti and Mahila Rashtriya Sangh. Beyond any doubt,
the active participation of women in the political struggles for independence consummated in a Constitution
based on the principles of equality and guaranteeing equal rights to suffrage for women, in the year 1947 itself.

2. Political Participation and Representation of Women in India

“Women in India raised the issue of representation in politics first in 1917. At that time it was basically a
demand for universal adult franchise and political participation. By 1930 women had gained the Right to vote,
which initially benefited women from elite families. Women's involvement in struggles for political and civil
rights in India were however sought to be linked to nationalist movements in alliance with males against the
common foreign enemy. In any case women's involvement in nationalist struggles changed their lives in that
even though they were denied equal opportunities to shape the new state, they gained constitutional and legal
rights. But even after the right to vote became a reality for all women, their representation in the parliament,
political parties and other decision making bodies remained low even after independence, and after the Indian
Constitution came into force in 1950 (Chary, 2012). A few women no doubt attained positions as members of
parliament and state legislatures and as leaders of opposition, etc. mostly through family dynasties of through
male political patronage. However the percentage of women in legislatures and decision making positions
always remained low. Women do not share the power of decision- making and are not involved in policy
making in Indian democracy in proportion to their numerical strength. Thus there is gap between the formal
idea of women' participation and their meaningful use of power (Kaushik,1993). The quest for greater
political representation of women is, therefore, still relevant. Women in India have lesser opportunities of
public influence or for entering politics. Women also lack opportunities to move within the hierarchies
without patronage of male leaders or mentors (Chary, 2012).”

3. Impact of Education on Participation of Women in Politics

As per the report of the Election Commission of India, women represent 10.5 percent of the total members of
the Parliament. The plight of women in the state assemblies is even worse, where they nearly account for 9
percent of the leaders. Women's representation in the Lok Sabha has not even grown by 10 percent in the last
75 years of independence. Women workers abound in India's main political parties, but they are often
marginalised and refused a party ticket to run in elections. However, there are several factors responsible for
the poor representation of women in Indian politics such as gender stereotypes, lack of political network,
financial strains, and unavailability of resources, etc. but one prominent factor that hinders the inclusion of
women in politics is the lack of political education amongst women in the country (Young, 2022). “According
to Global Gender Gap Report 2020, India ranks 112th in educational attainment out of 153 countries, this
reveals a stark involvement of education as a factor that determines women’s participation in politics.
Women's social mobility is influenced by their education. Formal education, such as that given in educational
institutions, provides an opportunity for leadership and abilities. Due to a lack of political knowledge, women
are oblivious of their basic and political rights (Young, 2022).”

Majority of Indian women politicians are highly educated such as Nirmala Sitharaman, Finance Minister of
India; Mamata Banerjee, Chief Minister of West Bengal, Mahua Moitra, an MP from West Bengal; Atishi
Marlena, an MLA from Delhi; Mayawati, former Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh. This fuels the notion that
education does play an important role amongst women when it comes to political representation. The question
of literacy not only restricts to contesting but also stretches to voting; to begin with, women's total
engagement is low in states where female literacy is low and high in areas where female literacy is high.
Furthermore, despite improvements in female literacy over the previous decade, female voter participation has
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remained relatively flat. The disparities between overall voter participation and female voter participation are
greater in states with low literacy rates. In states like Uttar Pradesh, where only 10 percent of the women are
representing in state assemblies, out of them 77.5 percent women are graduates and post-graduates while the
number is comparatively lower for men. Similarly, in West Bengal, only 14 percent of the women elected for
the state assemblies have around 60 percent literacy rate, and male leaders are considerably low. The
comparison here shows the stark reality of political education amongst Indian politicians, as female politicians
are much more educated than male politicians but still lag in terms of representation, and portrays an evident
link between literacy and politics for women in India. Due to lack of political education and education in
general, women fail to enter politics and gender equality remains a distant dream in India. Without a question,
female representation plays huge importance to the growth of the country towards sustainable development
(SDG 5 (5.5 and 5. c) goals at achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls with
special emphasis on leadership and participation in public, political, and economical decision-making and the
adoption of policies to facilitate this participation), as a country where half of the voters are women and the
policies are made for both men and women, they deserve to get equal representation in the governing and
policymaking procedures because a deficiency

“Where women are more educated and empowered, economies are more productive and strong. Where
women are fully represented, societies are more peaceful and stable” (UNSC 2013), this quote from United
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon (Young, 2022) emphasises the significance of education in
achieving gender equality and making countries more affluent. India has a low rate of girl-child education and
is still in the grips of patriarchy which results from traditionally assigned roles to women; The government did
make efforts to ensure women participation in politics from the ground level by promoting women education
(“Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao™) and also through constitutional amendments such as reservation for women in
Panchayati Raj Institutions..
4. CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES

“India’s Constitution is a comprehensive document that embodies the hopes and aspirations of its citizens,
outlining the framework for governance and the fundamental rights and duties of its people. Among its many
provisions, the Constitution of India has laid down a robust framework aimed at ensuring gender equality and
empowering women (Constitutional Provisions). The government is making efforts to ensure women’s
participation in politics from the ground level by promoting women’s education and also through
constitutional amendments such as reservations for women in Panchayati Raj Institutions. Even then as per the
report of the Election Commission of India, women represent 10.5 percent of the total members of the
Parliament. The plight of women in the state assemblies is even worse, where they nearly account for 9
percent of the leaders (Indian women, 2022).”

4.1 Safeguards on Equal rights
The Constitution of India is based on the principles of equality and guarantees equality before law and equal
protection to all its citizens. It not only guarantees fundamental rights and freedoms, but also prohibits
discrimination on the basis of religion, race, caste, sex, and place of birth. However, these rights have
remained de jure and have not been translated into de facto rights. As such, women have been denied social,
economic, civil and political rights in many spheres. Fundamental rights are guaranteed in the constitution of
India. “Article 14 and 1 5 of the Indian Constitution provides for the right to equality for women. Article 16 in
particular deals with equality in employment for women. Article 16(3) provides for reservation. Directive
Principles of State policy of constitution provides women equality through the articles 39 (a), and 42. An
important area where women have been inadequately represented is in the political sphere. Articles 325 and
326 of the Constitution of India guarantee political equality; equal right to participation in political activities
and right to vote respectively (Women and the Indian Constitution). While the latter has been accessed,
exercised and enjoyed by a large number of women, the former i.e., right to equal political participation is still
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a distant dream. Lack of space for participation in political bodies has not only resulted in their presence in
meager numbers in these decision making bodies but also in the neglect of their issues and experiences in
policy making. Article 243D of the Constitution ensures participation of women by mandating not less than
one-third reservation for women); proposal of the Women Reservation Bill, 2008 which reserves one-third of
all seats in the Lok Sabha, and in all state legislative assemblies for women. These all are the constitutional
safeguards on equal rights.”

4.2  Constitutional Protections for Women’s Participation in Local Governance
“Recognising the importance of women’s participation in the democratic process and local governance, the
Constitution includes specific provisions for the reservation of seats for women in Panchayats and
Municipalities (Women and the Indian Constitution). The 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act introduced not
less than 33 per cent reservation for women in the Panchayat Raj institutions in the rural areas. Similarly, the
74th Constitutional Amendment Act introduced similar reservation for women in Nagara Palikas and
Municipalities in towns and urban areas (Athari, 2023). With these constitutional amendments, over three
million women are now actively participating in shaping the policies and programs of the country, though
only at the local levels of governance. However, such affirmative action is lacking at the higher echelons of
governance at the State and Central levels (Chary, 2012).”
Further, states implementing the Panchayat Raj/Nagapalikas Acts show variation in their numbers as well as
in their participation. Recently the reservation for women increased to 50%. There is a rising trend of women
participation in every and subsequent general election of Lok Sabha despite their continued bondage, illiteracy,
socially ostracized, social taboo, frequent child births, maternity deaths, molestation, dowry deaths and torture
by their husbands and in laws. This is again supported by the fact that difference between women's
participation and men's participation is getting narrowed down from a level of 41.9 in the first Lok Sabha
election to 4.1 in the 15 Lok Sabha elections showing a substantial reduction in the gap (Chary, 2012). The
Constitutional provisions for women in India are a reflection of the nation’s commitment to gender equality
and women’s empowerment. By guaranteeing fundamental rights, promoting economic justice and ensuring
participation in local governance, the constitution lays down a comprehensive framework for advancing the
rights and interests of women. But women’s political engagement is hampered or facilitated by a variety of
circumstances, including socioeconomic status, geographical, cultural and political system. Some challenges
faced by women in politics are discussed below.
4.3 Challenges Faced by Women in Politics
Women are prevented from participating in politics for a variety of reasons. There are many factors like; the
present cultural value system, male predominance in political institutions, which are responsible for less
participation of women in politics.
The most significant barriers to women being politically engaged are illiteracy, poverty and lack of awareness.
They are unaware of their basic and political rights due to a lack of awareness. Poverty is also a significant
barrier to women's political engagement. An impoverished family's daughter kid is the primary victim, and
she faces several challenges. Women are also shown to have a greater rate of dropping out of school than men.
Women's thinking is trained in a sense to accept that they are of a lesser class than males since this has been
the viewpoint of many in society due to social and cultural standards.
The caste system, or social class structure, is also a significant barrier. Because of their families' poor money,
women from lower castes were unable to attend school. To provide for their family, many women were
involved in low-paying jobs. In India, the majority of women do not own land or property. They don't even
get a piece of their parents' assets (Singh, 2011).
The country's poor health situation for women is also a big barrier to their involvement. In the country, there
is a disparity in access to healthcare facilities. Gender inequality in health-care settings occurs even before
birth. The majority of girl children are terminated due to the family's preference for sons. Daughters are
denied the same feeding services as males after they are born. Due to marital responsibilities and dowry
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systems, women are also seen as less fortunate. Hospitals are also said to as "gender biassed” since males
attend hospitals at a higher rate than women (Alam, 2015).

Violence and the prospect of violence undermines many women's ability to engage actively in various types of
social and political connection, to speak publicly, to be acknowledged as respected people whose value is
equal to others,” writes Martha C. Nussbaum.Because of the continued unequal allocation of family care
obligations, women spend significantly more time than males caring for their homes and children.

Some Key Steps need to be taken:

Women participation has suffered for ages and looking at the grave circumstances (Sharma, 2019)
. “Guidance and training programs: help women prepare for political positions and improve
their political abilities. Women who work at the local level get the skills they need to advance to
higher levels of government and careers in regional and national politics. As a result, measures aimed
at encouraging women to join municipal politics can be especially beneficial in increasing women's
political engagement. There is an urgent need for policies that can ensure better representation of
women in the country such as more strict policies and implementation of girl-child education in the
country.”

o “Leadership skills: Offering orientations for newly appointed women, leadership skills training,
networking opportunities, and offering chances to stimulate policy discourse are all examples of ways
to improve elected women's impact and leadership”

o “Support from government for women in politics: There should be State support for efforts to
encourage women to join political parties. These organizations host seminars and training events, push
for more female to get nominated, as well as provide networking opportunities for female politicians.”
. “Increased political party support for women participation in politics: Initiatives from the
recognised political parties to ensure that women receive a minimum agreed-upon representation in
state assembly and parliamentary elections. Within parties, distinct women's wings or groups should
be formed. Training programmes ahpuld be organized that are tailored to the needs of women and
men. Quotas should be followed inside the party. Political parties should conduct gender audits in
order to develop gender action strategies. Set goals for female attendance at party conventions and
ensure that women are given safe seats. \WWomen in campaign leadership positions should be trained
and promoted.”

o “Transfer attitude: Obtaining favorable media coverage, whether on television, radio, social
media, internet, or print media, boosts the effect of public awareness campaigns. To encourage public
discussion on women's empowerment, training, and creating favorable images of women leaders,
employ awareness campaigns, television shows, and radio programs.”

o “Education: Design and deliver gender-sensitive civic and voter education programs to women
and men citizens, emphasizing why female should participate and how family help for home and child
care obligations may assist women in being politically involved.”

Women, who are educated and earning, are in a much better position in our society as compared to
uneducated women workers. The focus of the government has also shifted from women’s development to
women-led development. In order to achieve this goal, the government is working around the clock to
maximize women’s access to education, skill training, and institutional credit. “MUDRA Yojana is one such
scheme that was launched for women entrepreneurs, without any collateral. Along with all the efforts taken up
by the government, the women who have been able to make their mark felt or who are educated and
independent can play a great role by lending a helping hand to the underprivileged and becoming role models
to young girls (Kusum Yadav, 2018).”
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Conclusion: This paper set out to review evidence about the relationship between women’s education and
political participation, with a view to assessing whether more education for women can be seen to shift
their levels of engagement in politics. Ideally, higher levels of political participation by greater numbers
of women should result in more attention to gender-equity in social and economic policy, and thus
promote better lives for women generally. Given the evidence above, it is difficult to assert conclusively
that more and better education makes women more active in politics. Women's political participation in
India still has a long way to go, particularly at greater levels of government. However, with more female
political leaders and more women practicing their democratic rights, we may expect policy changes that
will help India improve its political performance.
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