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Abstract 

The Orange Economy, also known as the creative economy, is a dynamic and increasingly vital global sector. It encompasses 

economic activities driven by human creativity, cultural heritage, and intellectual capital, generating significant economic value 

and employment worldwide. This report thoroughly examines the Orange Economy's scope, its profound economic and social 

impacts, and the systemic challenges hindering its full potential. Globally, it contributes nearly US$2.3 trillion in annual revenues 

and supports over 48.4 million jobs. Despite its promise, the sector faces hurdles such as policy gaps, data scarcity, precarious 

labour conditions, and ethical dilemmas arising from digitalization, including cultural commodification and intellectual property 

rights issues. Addressing these challenges through adaptive policies, improved data systems, formalization of creative work, ethical 

integration of technology, promotion of diversity, and strengthened international cooperation is crucial for fostering prosperous, 

inclusive, and culturally vibrant societies. 
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I. Introduction 

The Orange Economy is a conceptual framework that encompasses all economic activities intrinsically linked to 
creativity, culture, and innovation, where intellectual capital serves as the primary input (MicroBank, 2024; 

Santander, n.d.; UNESCO, n.d.; United Nations, n.d.). This model generates intangible wealth derived from ideas, 

designs, and diverse cultural expressions. Popularized by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and Colombian 
economists Felipe Buitrago and Iván Duque, the term "orange" symbolically represents creativity and cultural identity 
(Zinkpot, n.d.). While initially focused on traditional art and culture industries, the Orange Economy has evolved to 
incorporate new sectors driven by technological advancements, such as telecommunications, robotics, coding, and 
digital content creation (Santander, n.d.). This economic model is more than just a collection of industries; it signifies 
a fundamental shift in how economic activity is valued. It highlights the profound importance of human ingenuity and 
cultural assets as primary drivers of growth, moving beyond conventional material production. This broader 

conceptualization has significant implications for economic policy formulation and the measurement of societal 
progress. The emphasis on ideas and expertise as central to value creation suggests a paradigm shift in economic 
thought, where intangible assets become as, if not more, crucial than tangible ones. The Orange Economy encompasses 
a remarkably diverse array of industries and activities. Its scope includes traditional creative fields such as visual arts, 
performing arts, and crafts, alongside modern sectors like audiovisuals (film, music, television, radio), design, new 
media, advertising, and digital content creation (including gaming and animation). Architecture, publishing, cultural 
tourism, and even culinary arts are also integral components of this dynamic economic model (ConnectAmericas). 

Beyond direct creative output, the Orange Economy also involves the development of essential infrastructure and 
supportive policies that cultivate an environment conducive to creativity. This includes the establishment of cultural 
centres, creative business incubators, and collaborative networks that connect artists and entrepreneurs, fostering a 
vibrant ecosystem for innovation and growth. The Orange Economy represents a significant and expanding force in 
the global economy, contributing substantially to both GDP and employment worldwide (Cosmo Academia, n.d.; 
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Inter-American Development Bank, 2017; Organiser, 2025; ResearchGate, n.d.; World Bank, n.d.; Zinkpot, 

n.d.). Globally, it generates annual revenues of nearly US$2.3 trillion, accounting for 3.1% of global GDP, and 
provides 6.2% of global employment, translating to over 48.4 million jobs (Inter-American Development Bank, 

2017; UNCTAD, 2024; World Bank, n.d.). To contextualize this, if the Orange Economy were a sovereign nation, it 
would rank as the world's fourth-largest economy and the fourth-largest labour force. Despite these impressive figures, 
a critical challenge lies in the inconsistent measurement and definition of the sector across different regions and studies. 
Research indicates significant variability in its contribution to GDP and employment across countries, ranging from 
0.5% to 7.3% of GDP and 0.5% to 12.5% of the workforce. This lack of comparable data, stemming from differing 

definitions and measurement methodologies, suggests that the true scale and impact of the Orange Economy are likely 
underestimated or inconsistently reported (UNCTAD, 2024). This inconsistency complicates accurate assessment for 
policymakers, hinders effective resource allocation, and obscures market opportunities for investors, thereby impeding 
its comprehensive development. At the core of the Orange Economy is its reliance on "mindfactures" goods and 
services that possess an intangible symbolic value far exceeding their mere use value (ConnectAmericas, n.d.). This 
intrinsic value is directly derived from creativity, culture, and intellectual property (IP) (MicroBank, 2024; 

Santander, n.d.; UNESCO, n.d.; United Nations, n.d.). Intellectual Property, encompassing patents, trademarks, 

trade secrets, copyrights, and rights of publicity, constitutes a substantial portion of global wealth, with intangible 
assets now representing nearly USD 80 trillion globally. The financing of intellectual property is recognized as a key 
mechanism for accessing affordable capital, signalling innovation quality, and providing a competitive advantage for 
businesses within this sector. The significant emphasis on intangible value within the Orange Economy necessitates a 
fundamental re-evaluation of traditional economic frameworks. Conventional economic models and valuation 
methods, primarily designed to account for tangible assets and physical production, are often inadequate for capturing 
the true worth and dynamic nature of creative and cultural output (Valuation Research Corporation, n.d.). For 
instance, current accounting standards for intangible assets may not be suitable for companies operating in the digital 

age with diverse types of intangible assets that were not envisioned when these standards were developed (WIPO, 

2025). This inadequacy calls for the development and adoption of new methodologies and policy approaches that can 
accurately recognize, measure, and incentivize the creation, protection, and monetization of intellectual capital, thereby 
unlocking the sector's full economic potential. 

II. Orange Economy and Sustainable Development Goals 

The Orange Economy demonstrates significant potential for contributing to the achievement of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), representing a convergence of economic growth, social inclusion, and 
environmental sustainability (UN, 2021). Creative industries inherently align with multiple SDGs through their 
capacity to generate employment, preserve cultural heritage, promote innovation, and foster inclusive growth patterns.  

SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth) finds natural alignment with the Orange Economy's job creation 
potential. Creative industries employ millions of people worldwide, often providing flexible work arrangements that 
accommodate diverse lifestyles and circumstances (ILO, 2022). The sector's emphasis on intellectual capital rather 
than physical resources creates opportunities for knowledge-based employment that can drive sustainable economic 
development in both developed and developing countries. Cultural preservation and promotion, central to the Orange 
Economy, directly supports SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities) by maintaining cultural identity and 
heritage within urban development processes (UNESCO, 2022). Creative districts and cultural quarters contribute to 

urban regeneration while preserving historical and cultural significance, creating vibrant communities that balance 
modernization with tradition. The Orange Economy's role in education and awareness-raising supports SDG 4 (Quality 
Education) through creative content that makes learning more engaging and accessible (World Bank, 2021). 
Educational entertainment, digital storytelling, and interactive media can effectively communicate complex concepts 
and promote lifelong learning across diverse populations. Gender equality (SDG 5) receives significant support from 
creative industries, which often demonstrate higher levels of female participation and leadership compared to 
traditional sectors (OECD, 2022). The creative economy provides platforms for women's voices, stories, and 

perspectives while creating economic opportunities that can enhance women's independence and empowerment. 
Environmental sustainability (SDGs 13, 14, and 15) benefits from the Orange Economy's relatively low carbon 
footprint compared to heavy industries. Digital creative content, in particular, offers environmentally friendly 
alternatives to physical products while raising awareness about environmental issues through compelling narratives 
and visual storytelling (UNEP, 2021). The Orange Economy's potential for promoting peace and justice (SDG 16) 
manifests through its capacity to foster dialogue, understanding, and reconciliation across different communities and 
cultures. Creative expression can bridge cultural divides, challenge stereotypes, and promote social cohesion while 
providing platforms for marginalized voices (UNDP, 2022). However, realizing this potential requires deliberate 

policy interventions and strategic investments. Governments must create enabling environments through appropriate 
regulations, intellectual property protection, and infrastructure development. Educational institutions need to adapt 
curricula to prepare workers for creative economy careers while addressing digital divides that may exclude certain 
populations from participation. 
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III. International Cooperation and Support 

International cooperation is a cornerstone for the global development and sustained growth of the Orange Economy, 
addressing its inherent cross-border nature and the shared challenges faced by creative sectors worldwide. 

Role of International Organizations: International organizations are pivotal in promoting and supporting the Orange 
Economy on a global scale. Institutions such as the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), UNESCO, UNCTAD, 
the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), and the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) actively contribute to this sector (MicroBank, 2024; UNESCO, n.d.). The IDB, for instance, has consistently 
invested in projects that demonstrate the impact of creative and cultural industries, utilizing culture, art, and creativity 
as tools for socio-economic development and improving lives across Latin America and the Caribbean (Inter-

American Development Bank, 2017). UNIDO's Global Call 2025 specifically focuses on promoting innovation, 

creativity, and sustainability within creative industries, encouraging diverse participation and fostering young talent 
globally (Chun and Wahba, 2021; UNIDO, n.d.). WIPO, recognizing the escalating significance of intangible assets, 
actively works to unlock their full economic potential, particularly through intellectual property finance, which is 
crucial for accessing affordable capital (WIPO, 2025). A critical observation is that international cooperation is vital 
not just for providing financial support, but also for standardizing definitions and data collection methodologies across 
countries. The research highlights inconsistencies in data due to differing definitions and measurement approaches 
(UNCTAD, 2024). The involvement of these international bodies in promoting the Orange Economy inherently 

implies a need for a common understanding and a harmonized measurement framework. This fundamental work of 
aligning statistical methodologies and definitions is crucial for accurate global assessment, informed policy-making, 
and facilitating cross-border investment, thereby underpinning effective global policy. 

Promoting Cross-Border Collaboration and Regional Markets: International cooperation is essential for 
developing strategic spaces that foster social and economic transformation within the Orange Economy. Colombia's 
Orange Development Areas (ODAs), for example, are a result of such collaborative efforts (Global Americans, n.d.). 
The Orange Economy inherently offers significant opportunities for exporting culture and creativity globally, allowing 
cultural products like music, film, and literature to reach international audiences and generate substantial income 

(MicroBank, 2024). Furthermore, the emergence of new regional marketplaces for cultural products is facilitating 
cross-border expansion for creatives, stimulating cultural exchange, and integrating economies on a broader scale 

(Inter-American Development Bank, 2017). However, a significant imbalance exists in global creative trade. There 
is a substantial trade deficit in Latin America and the Caribbean concerning creative goods and services, which nearly 
doubles when net payments for intellectual property royalties and licenses are factored in (ConnectAmericas, n.d.). 

This indicates that while creative content from these regions may be consumed globally, a disproportionate share of 
the economic benefits, particularly from intellectual property monetization, flows to developed economies. 
International cooperation, therefore, needs to extend beyond merely promoting exports from developing countries. It 

must strategically focus on strengthening its intellectual property protection frameworks, improving royalty collection 
mechanisms, and fostering equitable revenue-sharing models to ensure that creators in these regions receive fair 
compensation for their work, thereby addressing this critical imbalance. 

Capacity Building and Technical Assistance Programs: International organizations and national governments, often 
in collaborative partnerships, actively provide technical assistance for the development of creative economy agendas 
and for strengthening entrepreneurial capabilities. Programs are specifically designed to build capacity in cultural 
management and entrepreneurship, offering essential methodologies and instruments for ensuring the sustainability of 
cultural and creative ventures (UNESCO, n.d.). A key focus of these efforts is enhancing digital and entrepreneurial 

skills among artisans and creative professionals, equipping them with the competencies needed to thrive in the evolving 
digital landscape (Organiser, 2025). These initiatives are crucial for empowering local talent and enabling them to 
participate more effectively in the global Orange Economy. 

IV. Policy Frameworks and Governance 

Effective governance is paramount for nurturing the Orange Economy and translating its potential into tangible socio-
economic benefits. This involves a multi-faceted approach, integrating national strategies with local initiatives, 
fostering robust partnerships, and implementing targeted regulatory adjustments.  

National Strategies and Development Plans: Governments play a pivotal role in cultivating the Orange Economy by 
implementing public policies specifically designed to support creative industries (MicroBank, 2024). A notable 
example is Colombia's "Pact for Growth of the Orange Economy" and Law 1834 of 2017, which explicitly aims to 

position culture and creativity at the core of the country's development agenda. This legislative framework led to the 
establishment of the National Council of the Orange Economy (CNEN), a body tasked with coordinating efforts across 
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various ministries and government agencies to ensure a cohesive approach to promoting the sector (UNESCO, n.d.). 

Similarly, India's recent budget demonstrates a strategic commitment to its Orange Economy, envisioning it as a key 
driver for the "Viksit Bharat 2047" national vision, with a strong focus on youth empowerment and the preservation 
of traditional knowledge systems (Organiser, 2025). A critical observation here is that the success of such initiatives 
often requires a long-term perspective, extending beyond the typical four-year assessment cycles of political 
administrations. For instance, the long-term payoff of Colombia's Orange Economy program is contingent on sustained 
commitment from future national and local governments, rather than being perceived merely as a legacy project of a 
specific administration (Global Americans, n.d.). This implies that embedding the Orange Economy into broader, 

enduring national development plans and securing cross-party consensus is crucial for its sustained impact and for 
building investor confidence. Without such continuity, even well-intentioned policies risk faltering due to shifts in 
political priorities or budgetary constraints. 

Role of Public-Private Partnerships and Institutional Collaboration: Collaborative frameworks, particularly 
sectoral pacts based on public-private agreements, are instrumental government strategies for accelerating economic 
growth by revitalizing specific activities within the Orange Economy. Open dialogue among government entities, trade 
unions, and business leaders is essential for identifying and developing new tools to boost sector growth. Effective 
governance necessitates the establishment of robust structures and procedures that facilitate joint actions between the 

public and private sectors. This collaboration is vital for enabling creative economy agents to connect with other 
economic sectors, leverage existing technological capacities, and capitalize on market opportunities. In Colombia, the 
"Orange Economy Nodes" strategy exemplifies this approach, seeking to decentralize policy guidelines by forming 
networks of local institutions, agents, organizations, and cultural industries, thereby fostering regional ecosystems 
(UNESCO, n.d.). Cross-sector collaboration, encompassing government, business, and academia, is universally 
recognized as a key driver for innovation within the Orange Economy (ResearchGate, n.d.). 

Regulatory Adjustments and Financial Incentives: Governments can significantly stimulate the Orange Economy 
through targeted public policies that provide support for creative industries (MicroBank, 2024; UNESCO, n.d.). This 

includes implementing tax incentives, offering grants, and providing direct funding for creative projects. Regulatory 
adjustments are often necessary to streamline cumbersome procedures and introduce specific incentives for sector 
development. In Colombia, concrete measures such as Decree 2106 of 2019, which focuses on reducing bureaucratic 
procedures, and Decree 286 of 2020, which grants income tax exemptions for Orange Economy companies, have 
demonstrably strengthened the regulatory framework. Furthermore, Colombia's national stimulus program, with its 
dedicated "orange chapter," offers a range of support, including scholarships, training, and direct incentives for cultural 
management and entrepreneurship projects (UNESCO, n.d.). 

Local Government Interventions and Creative Placemaking Initiatives: Local governments play a critical role in 
fostering cultural and creative industries by leveraging their decision-making authority, convening power, and financial 

resources. Cities, historically recognized as hubs of creativity and innovation, benefit from the agglomeration of 
diverse talents and ideas. Local authorities can directly support the creative economy through public procurement of 
goods and services produced by creative and cultural industries (Chun and Wahba, 2021). Creative placemaking is 
an increasingly prominent field where philanthropic organizations and government entities invest in harnessing arts 
and culture for community development, often revitalizing vacant or underused properties. These initiatives necessitate 
strong partnerships among city governments, artists, residents, and community developers, ensuring that projects are 
community-centered and responsive to local needs.Moreover, successful creative placemaking should be integrated 

with broader urban strategies, such as housing preservation, economic development, and resident-serving programs, to 
maximize its impact and foster holistic community growth (Community Progress, 2020). 

V. Economic and Social Impact of Orange Economy 

The Orange Economy plays a pivotal role in driving job creation, economic diversification, and fostering social equity. 
By promoting creativity, innovation, and entrepreneurship, it provides new opportunities for diverse populations, 
particularly youth and women. Beyond economic growth, it also contributes to cultural preservation, social cohesion, 
and the achievement of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), demonstrating its far-reaching social and economic 
impacts. 

Job Creation and Economic Diversification: The Orange Economy serves as a powerful engine for employment 
generation and a crucial driver of economic diversification, offering a strategic pathway for nations to reduce their 

reliance on traditional sectors such as agriculture and manufacturing (MicroBank, 2024; UNESCO, n.d.). This sector 
currently employs over 48.4 million people worldwide and studies indicate that creative industries often offer salaries 
significantly higher than those in non-creative occupations (Organiser, 2025). For example, countries like India are 
strategically positioning their Orange Economy as a key driver towards their future economic visions, acknowledging 
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its capacity to foster entrepreneurship and generate millions of jobs (Zinkpot, n.d.). This indicates that the Orange 

Economy is not solely about economic growth; it inherently possesses a strong social equity dimension. It offers unique 
opportunities for diverse populations, including youth and women, to participate and thrive, thereby fostering a more 
equitable and inclusive society (World Bank, n.d.). 

Fostering Creativity, Innovation, and Entrepreneurship: At its very core, the Orange Economy thrives on and 
actively promotes creativity and innovation, with talent and original ideas serving as its fundamental inputs (Inter-

American Development Bank, 2017; MicroBank, 2024; Santander, n.d.; UNESCO, n.d.; United Nations, n.d.). 

Governments and various institutions play a pivotal role in cultivating environments that nurture these essential 
elements. This includes strategic investments in research and development, alongside comprehensive education and 

training programs specifically tailored for creative disciplines. The sector is a fertile ground for entrepreneurship, 
particularly in the digital realm, and actively supports the acceleration of promising start-ups (Orange, 2020). This 
commitment to fostering creative talent and innovative ventures is critical for sustained growth within the Orange 
Economy. 

Contribution to Social Cohesion and Cultural Preservation: Beyond its economic metrics, the Orange Economy 
plays a profound role in preserving and promoting cultural identity. It actively contributes to social cohesion by 
embedding culture and creativity into public service delivery, effectively uniting communities through shared cultural 
experiences (Chun and Wahba, 2021). Initiatives such as Orange Villages and Orange Digital Centers exemplify this 

social impact, directly fostering inclusion by providing digital access, essential skills training, and dedicated support 
for job seekers in the creative fields (Orange, 2020). Furthermore, the Orange Economy can serve as a powerful 
vehicle for social integration and resocialization, strengthening the independent circulation of various art forms and 
promoting the dissemination of independent local content through diverse channels (UNESCO, n.d.). A significant 
aspect of this impact is the strategic integration of traditional knowledge systems with modern economic frameworks. 
Countries like India, for example, are actively transforming traditional handicrafts, textiles, and cultural festivals from 
informal markets into structured, revenue-generating industries (Organiser, 2025). This involves initiatives such as 

documenting ancient manuscripts, leveraging historical repositories for new content creation, and utilizing 
ethnographic research to boost the market for indigenous art forms. This approach demonstrates a strategic pathway 
where cultural heritage is not merely preserved but is actively leveraged as a valuable economic asset through 
formalization and technological integration, leading to sustainable and culturally rooted development. 

Role in Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): The Orange Economy significantly contributes to the achievement 
of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by actively promoting inclusive growth and 
environmental consciousness (Chun and Wahba, 2021; Cosmo Academia, n.d.; Orange, 2020; UNESCO, n.d.). It 
supports the establishment of sustainable systems of governance for culture and facilitates the integration of cultural 
considerations into broader sustainable development frameworks. Companies within the sector, such as Orange, 

actively measure their impact and alignment with the SDGs, correlating their business objectives with these global 
targets (Orange, 2020). Urban renewal initiatives, which strategically leverage aesthetics and cultural dynamics, are 
recognized as essential for achieving SDGs, effectively addressing climate change concerns, and fostering urban 
resilience. This symbiotic relationship between urban development and the Orange Economy is noteworthy: cities 
serve as vital incubators for creativity and innovation, benefiting from the agglomeration of talent and ideas. In turn, 
the Orange Economy drives urban renewal, enhances place identity, and improves the overall quality of life for 
residents, making cities more competitive and livable (Journal of Urban Regeneration and Renewal, 2021). 

VI. Applications of AI in the Orange Economy 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has emerged as a transformative force within the Orange Economy, revolutionizing how 

creative industries operate, produce, and distribute content. The integration of AI technologies across various creative 
sectors has fundamentally altered traditional workflows while creating new opportunities for innovation and economic 
growth (UNESCO, 2021). In the entertainment industry, AI applications range from algorithmic music composition 
to automated video editing and personalized content recommendation systems. Streaming platforms like Netflix and 
Spotify utilize sophisticated AI algorithms to analyze user preferences and consumption patterns, enabling targeted 
content delivery that enhances user engagement and drives revenue growth (Chen and Wang, 2022). Similarly, in the 
gaming industry, AI powers procedural content generation, creating vast virtual worlds and adaptive gameplay 

experiences that respond to individual player behaviours (Martinez et al. 2023). The publishing and media sectors 
have witnessed significant AI integration through automated journalism, where algorithms generate news articles, 
financial reports, and sports summaries with remarkable speed and accuracy (Thompson and Rodriguez, 2021). AI-
powered translation services have broken down language barriers, enabling the global distribution of creative content 
and expanding market reach for creative enterprises (Anderson and Lee, 2022). In the visual arts and design sectors, 
AI tools have democratized creative processes through applications like automated graphic design, image 
enhancement, and style transfer technologies. Platforms utilizing generative adversarial networks (GANs) allow artists 
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to create unique visual content while maintaining creative control over the final output (Johnson and Davis, 2023). 

The fashion industry has embraced AI for trend forecasting, design optimization, and virtual try-on experiences that 
enhance customer engagement and reduce return rates (Brown et al. 2022). Educational creative industries have 
leveraged AI for personalized learning experiences, adaptive content delivery, and automated assessment systems that 
cater to diverse learning styles and preferences (Williams and Garcia, 2021). AI-powered virtual tutors and creative 
writing assistants have become valuable tools for skill development and creative exploration. 

The integration of AI within the Orange Economy presents numerous advantages that enhance productivity, creativity, 
and market reach. Cost efficiency represents one of the most significant benefits, as AI automation reduces production 
costs while maintaining quality standards (Kumar and Patel, 2022). Creative professionals can allocate resources 

more effectively by automating routine tasks and focusing on high-value creative activities. Enhanced personalization 
capabilities enabled by AI algorithms create more engaging user experiences and stronger customer relationships. 
Companies can deliver tailored content recommendations, customized products, and personalized marketing messages 
that resonate with individual preferences and behaviours (Taylor and White, 2023). This level of personalization 
drives customer loyalty and increases revenue potential across creative industries. AI democratizes access to 
sophisticated creative tools, enabling small businesses and independent creators to compete with larger organizations. 
Cloud-based AI services provide affordable access to advanced technologies that were previously available only to 

well-funded enterprises (Singh and Mohammed, 2021). This democratization fosters innovation and diversity within 
creative sectors. Quality enhancement through AI-powered tools enables creators to produce higher-quality content 
with greater consistency. Automated quality control systems can identify and correct errors, inconsistencies, and 
technical issues that might otherwise compromise the final product (Roberts and Kim, 2022). Additionally, AI can 
augment human creativity by suggesting improvements, alternative approaches, and creative solutions that humans 
might not consider. Scalability represents another crucial advantage, as AI systems can process vast amounts of data 
and handle multiple tasks simultaneously without fatigue or performance degradation (Jackson and Liu, 2023). This 
capability enables creative enterprises to scale operations rapidly and efficiently respond to market demands. 

Despite its numerous benefits, AI integration within the Orange Economy presents significant challenges and concerns 
that require careful consideration. Job displacement represents perhaps the most pressing concern, as AI automation 
threatens traditional creative roles and employment opportunities (Miller and Thompson, 2022). Many creative 
professionals fear that AI tools will replace human creativity and reduce demand for human-generated content. The 
risk of creative homogenization poses another significant challenge, as AI systems trained on existing content may 
perpetuate similar styles, themes, and approaches rather than fostering genuine innovation (Davis and Wilson, 2021). 

This tendency could lead to a reduction in creative diversity and cultural expression, ultimately impoverishing the 
creative landscape. Intellectual property concerns arise from AI's ability to generate content that closely resembles 

existing works, potentially infringing on copyrights and creating legal disputes (Parker and Evans, 2023). The 
question of ownership and attribution for AI-generated content remains largely unresolved, creating uncertainty for 
creators and businesses alike. Quality concerns persist regarding AI-generated content, which may lack the nuanced 
understanding, emotional depth, and cultural sensitivity that human creators bring to their work (Green and Adams, 

2022). While AI can produce technically proficient content, it may struggle to capture the human experience and 
emotional resonance that audiences value. High implementation costs and technical complexity create barriers for 
smaller creative enterprises seeking to adopt AI technologies. The need for specialized expertise, infrastructure 

investments, and ongoing maintenance can strain limited resources and create competitive disadvantages (Turner and 

Scott, 2021). 

VII. Key Challenges and Criticisms 

Despite its immense potential, the Orange Economy faces a complex array of systemic challenges that impede its 
growth and equitable development. These challenges are often interconnected, creating a difficult environment for 
creative entrepreneurs and workers. 

Policy and Regulatory Gaps: A significant impediment to the Orange Economy's robust development is the absence 
of comprehensive, long-term guidelines agreed upon by governments, the private sector, the artistic community, and 
territorial entities. This lack of a unified strategic vision leads to deficiencies in administrative procedures, permits, 
and requirements, creating bureaucratic hurdles for businesses (CIPE, 2024;). Furthermore, there is a notable lack of 

clear regulation for incentives designed to foster business development within the sector. Creative and cultural 
organizations frequently encounter substantial difficulties in accessing the financial market, with limited availability 
of financing for crucial creative and cultural infrastructure. An additional challenge lies in outdated intellectual 
property (IP) policies and a general lack of awareness or familiarity with existing IP instruments, which undermines 
creators' ability to protect and monetize their work effectively (UNESCO, n.d.). These policy deficiencies contribute 
to a self-reinforcing cycle of informalization and under-investment within the Orange Economy. When policies fail to 
support formalization, businesses tend to remain informal, making it harder for them to access legitimate financing, 
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enforce their intellectual property rights, and contribute to official economic data. This subsequent lack of data, in turn, 

makes it difficult for governments to formulate evidence-based policies and justify necessary investments, thereby 
perpetuating a cycle of under-development and precarity within the sector. 

Data Scarcity and Measurement Issues: A critical challenge for the Orange Economy is the pervasive lack of official 
data and robust mechanisms for consistently measuring and disseminating statistical information (CIPE, 2024; 

UNCTAD, 2024; UNESCO, n.d.). Studies on the creative economy often employ varied metrics, leading to 
inconsistencies in methodology and data sources, which complicates the accurate estimation of market size and hinders 
comparative analysis across regions. This data scarcity is particularly pronounced in developing countries, making it 
difficult to fully grasp the sector's contribution and potential in these regions. Despite efforts to develop new data 

collection and analytics techniques to quantify the often intangible social and economic benefits of creative work, 
accurately measuring this value remains a significant hurdle (Inter-American Development Bank, 2017; 

ResearchGate, n.d.; WIPO, 2025). The inability to consistently and accurately measure the sector's impact limits its 
visibility and makes it harder to advocate for policy support and investment. 

Informal Sector and Precarious Work: High tax rates and burdensome bureaucratic red tape pose substantial 
obstacles for creative entrepreneurs, often making formal services prohibitively expensive and inadvertently 
encouraging institutions to engage informal companies. This situation creates significant barriers for businesses 
seeking to formalize and legally enter the labour market, ultimately reducing overall profitability and employment 

within the formal sector. The prevalence of the informal sector is evident in challenges such as difficulties with tax 
discharge for purchases made from small producers who do not issue invoices (CIPE, 2024). Moreover, studies 
highlight widespread precarious working conditions within the creative sectors, particularly in regions like the EU. 
This includes a heavy reliance on self-employment and temporary contracts, which often leave workers without 
essential protections such as health insurance and pensions. Widespread undeclared work, bogus self-employment, and 
cash payments further erode stability and security for creative professionals (European Labour Authority, 2024). 
The digital economy, while offering new opportunities, has also contributed to the fragmentation of work into 

unpredictable and insecure tasks, necessitating new forms of social safety nets (Inter-American Development Bank, 

2017). Concerns are frequently raised regarding long hours, hazardous working conditions, and unstable career paths 
for many media workers (Curtin and Sanson, n.d.). The perception of "precarious work" in the Orange Economy is 
complex and multi-faceted. While some individuals may choose gig work for its flexibility, contradicting the notion 
that such jobs are inherently inferior (Fraser Institute, 2025), a significant portion of the workforce faces systemic 
exploitation. This includes misclassification of workers, lack of basic protections, and widespread undeclared labour 
(AFL-CIO, n.d.). This suggests that "precariousness" is not a monolithic phenomenon. Policies must therefore be 
nuanced, differentiating between supporting genuinely flexible work arrangements that offer autonomy and combating 

exploitative practices driven by corporate pressures to shed employer responsibilities. A one-size-fits-all approach 
would fail to address the specific vulnerabilities faced by different segments of the creative workforce. 

Digitalization and Cultural Commodification: While digitalization offers immense opportunities for the Orange 
Economy, it simultaneously intensifies existing inequalities and introduces complex ethical dilemmas. Large social 
media platforms, for instance, often leverage their significant bargaining power to inadequately compensate 
independent creators for their content, leading to unsustainable remuneration models (Rivera, 2025; United Nations, 

n.d.). The rise of generative Artificial Intelligence (AI), trained on vast existing content, raises profound concerns 
about cultural appropriation. AI systems can extract and repurpose aspects of diverse cultures without due respect, 

honour, or acknowledgement, making true source attribution virtually impossible. This development risks undermining 
the very cultural integrity that the Orange Economy purports to celebrate. Furthermore, the digital environment 
exacerbates existing inequalities due to the persistent digital divide in internet access and literacy, coupled with the 
concentration of powerful platforms in a limited number of countries and regions (UNESCO, n.d.). The blurring lines 
between amateur and professional creators, along with the proliferation of brand-content hybrids, contribute to a 
broader cultural commodification, potentially diminishing its intrinsic value and the fair compensation of artists 
(Curtin and Sanson, n.d.). This indicates that technology, while offering immense growth potential, is not a panacea. 

Without robust regulatory frameworks and ethical guidelines, unchecked technological advancement can centralize 
power, disempower creators, and transform innovation into exploitation, threatening the foundational principles of the 
Orange Economy. 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI): The creative industries frequently exhibit deeply entrenched inequalities and 
exclusion, often failing to adequately represent the diversity of the broader population across dimensions such as 
gender, ethnicity, disability, and socio-economic background (USC Equity Research Institute, 2025). These 
disparities manifest in various critical areas, including pay and benefits, job security and flexibility, overall working 
conditions, well-being and health, worker representation, and opportunities for professional development and 

progression. Reports also highlight problematic workplace cultures, including instances of harassment, bullying, and 
systemic misogyny, alongside the valorization of "macho ideals" and "charismatic leadership" that can be linked to 
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abusive behaviour, exacerbated by entrenched power differentials and inadequate protection for victims. A significant 

contributing factor is the lack of early-year opportunities, including limited access to arts and cultural institutions, 
insufficient arts education, poor-quality career advice, and a scarcity of role models within the sector (Parliament.uk, 

n.d.). The creative workforce remains predominantly composed of graduates, with glaring inequalities in access to 
higher education in creative fields, highlighting systemic barriers to entry for underrepresented groups. Addressing 
these issues requires a fundamental overhaul of creative and cultural education, shifting focus from merely encouraging 
applications from underrepresented groups to dismantling the structural barriers that persist within institutions and the 
industry at large (Gaskell, 2024). 

VIII. Future Trends and Implications of the Orange Economy 

The Orange Economy is poised for significant transformation, driven by rapid technological advancements, evolving 

financial landscapes, changing work paradigms, and a growing emphasis on environmental and cultural resilience. 
Understanding these trends is crucial for strategic planning and maximizing the sector's future potential. 

Technological Advancements: The Orange Economy is increasingly characterized by a profound blend of tradition 
and cutting-edge technology, a synergy that unlocks new avenues for value creation (Organiser, 2025; Zinkpot, n.d.). 
Disruptive technologies such as Artificial Intelligence (AI), Blockchain, Augmented Reality (AR), and Virtual Reality 
(VR) are fundamentally reshaping creative production, distribution, and consumption processes (World Bank, n.d.). 
AI, for instance, serves as both a powerful tool for artistic creation and a source of considerable contention, particularly 
concerning issues of cultural appropriation and intellectual property ownership (Curtin and Sanson, n.d.; Rivera, 

2025). Conversely, Blockchain technology offers promising solutions for securing intellectual property rights and 
democratizing access to them, making it easier for creators to ensure acknowledgement and fair payment for their 
work. These advancements are opening up new opportunities for digital content creation, the hosting of virtual reality 
festivals, and the development of highly immersive experiences across various creative sectors (Inter-American 

Development Bank, 2017; Santander, n.d.). The future of the Orange Economy hinges significantly on its ability to 
ethically integrate these advanced technologies while simultaneously ensuring fair compensation and preserving 
cultural integrity for creators. While technologies like AI and blockchain offer immense potential for growth and new 

business models, critical ethical concerns surrounding cultural appropriation and the challenges of true source 
acknowledgement with AI remain. Furthermore, the issue of unsustainable remuneration models imposed by large 
digital platforms persists (Rivera, 2025; UNESCO, n.d.; United Nations, n.d.). This suggests that unchecked 
technological advancement, without robust regulatory frameworks and ethical guidelines, could inadvertently 
centralize power, disempower creators, and undermine the very cultural authenticity and intellectual property value 
that define the Orange Economy. The sector's long-term success will depend on striking a delicate balance between 
fostering innovation and implementing strong ethical governance. 

Evolving Financing Models: Traditional financing models often prove inadequate for the unpredictable income 

streams characteristic of creative professionals. In response, new financing tools and structures are emerging to address 
this challenge, including crowdfunding, crowd equity, digital currencies, and smart contracts. Governments are 
actively exploring innovative ways to de-risk investments in the creative and cultural economy through various 
financing schemes and investment channels. Furthermore, the development of new data collection and analytics 
techniques is providing a "high-fidelity map" of the benefits generated by the creative and cultural economy. This aims 
to more accurately quantify creative impact, thereby attracting greater investment and informing more effective policy 
decisions (Inter-American Development Bank, 2017). The increasing recognition of the immense value of intangible 
assets and the growing field of intellectual property finance are also crucial trends, with organizations like WIPO 

highlighting their role in facilitating access to affordable capital for creative ventures (WIPO, 2025). 

Transforming Work Paradigms: The digital economy has fundamentally reshaped the nature of work within the 
Orange Economy, moving away from fixed employment towards an "ecosystem of livelihoods". This paradigm shift 
allows creatives to engage in microtasks, build extensive professional contacts, develop diverse portfolios, and 
establish reputations across peer-to-peer networks, effectively eroding traditional geographic limitations. However, 
this fragmentation of work also necessitates the development of new social safety nets and the establishment of 
cooperative creative hubs to provide essential support for autonomous workers. "Platform cooperativism" is emerging 
as a promising model, where business and employment cooperatives offer crucial management, administrative support, 

and career services tailored to the needs of independent creatives (Inter-American Development Bank, 2017). This 
transformation in work paradigms demands the acquisition of new skills and fosters the emergence of novel leadership 
styles within the creative sector (Cosmo Academia, n.d.). 

Environmental and Cultural Resilience: The Orange Economy is uniquely positioned to contribute significantly to 
sustainable development goals, actively promoting inclusive growth and fostering environmental consciousness (Chun 
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and Wahba, 2021; Cosmo Academia, n.d.; Journal of Urban Regeneration and Renewal, 2021; UNESCO, n.d.). 

It plays a crucial role in addressing the impacts of climate change on cultural diversity and indigenous wisdom. 
Architects, designers, storytellers, and musicians are actively engaged in keeping cultural diversity alive while 
simultaneously contributing to building societal resilience in the face of environmental uncertainties. Innovative 
approaches such as biomimicry and synthetic biology are combined to create bio-based products and services that 
minimize environmental harm, drawing inspiration from rich biodiversity (Inter-American Development Bank, 

2017). Furthermore, the development of eco-sustainable craftsmanship, utilizing natural dyes and biodegradable 
materials, presents an opportunity for countries to establish themselves as leaders in sustainable fashion and other 

creative industries (Organiser, 2025). This positions the Orange Economy not merely as an economic sector, but as a 
critical agent for global sustainability and cultural preservation in an era of planetary uncertainty, leveraging the 
creative process itself to offer unique solutions to environmental and societal challenges.  

The trajectory of the Orange Economy toward 2030 and 2050 presents a landscape of unprecedented transformation 
driven by technological advancement, changing consumer behaviours, and evolving global economic structures. 
Current projections suggest that creative industries will become increasingly central to global economic activity, 
potentially representing 10-15% of global GDP by 2030 (McKinsey and Company, 2023). By 2030, the integration 
of immersive technologies including virtual reality (VR), augmented reality (AR), and mixed reality (MR) will 

fundamentally reshape creative content consumption and production. The metaverse concept will mature into a 
substantial economic platform where virtual goods, experiences, and services generate significant revenue streams 
(PwC, 2022). Creative professionals will develop expertise in creating multi-dimensional experiences that blur the 
boundaries between physical and digital realms. Blockchain technology and non-fungible tokens (NFTs) will establish 
new paradigms for intellectual property management and creative asset monetization. By 2030, these technologies will 
likely provide more efficient systems for creator compensation, rights management, and audience engagement 
(Deloitte, 2023). Smart contracts will automate royalty distributions and enable new business models that better serve 
creator interests. The democratization of content creation tools will continue accelerating, with AI-powered platforms 

enabling individuals without traditional technical skills to produce professional-quality content. This trend will foster 
unprecedented levels of creative participation while challenging traditional gatekeeping mechanisms in publishing,  
music, and visual media (BCG, 2022). Looking toward 2050, the Orange Economy will likely achieve full integration 
with sustainable development principles, operating within circular economy frameworks that minimize waste and 
maximize resource efficiency. Creative industries will pioneer new approaches to sustainable production and 
consumption, influencing broader economic transformation (Ellen MacArthur Foundation, 2021). The workforce 
composition will undergo dramatic changes, with traditional employment models giving way to fluid, project-based 

collaboration networks. Creative professionals will operate increasingly as independent contractors or members of 
dynamic collectives that form and reform based on project requirements (World Economic Forum, 2023). Artificial 
General Intelligence (AGI) may emerge by 2050, fundamentally altering the relationship between human creativity 
and machine capabilities. Rather than replacing human creativity, AGI will likely serve as a collaborative partner, 
enhancing human creative potential while handling routine production tasks (MIT Technology Review, 2022).  Global 
cultural exchange will intensify through advanced translation technologies and cross-cultural collaboration platforms, 
creating truly global creative communities that transcend geographical and linguistic boundaries. This 

interconnectedness will foster new forms of cultural fusion while potentially challenging local cultural preservation 
efforts (Brookings Institution, 2021). The economic impact will be substantial, with conservative estimates 
suggesting the Orange Economy could represent 20-25% of global GDP by 2050. This growth will be driven by 
increasing demand for experiential consumption, personalized content, and creative problem-solving across all sectors 
of the economy (Oxford Economics, 2023). However, this future trajectory faces significant challenges including 
regulatory adaptation, skill development needs, and potential social disruption from technological change. Success will 
require coordinated efforts among governments, educational institutions, and industry stakeholders to ensure inclusive 
and sustainable growth patterns that benefit all participants in the creative ecosystem. 

 

IX. Conclusion 

The Orange Economy emerges as an economic force with immense potential, serving as a powerful driver of economic 
growth, a significant source of job creation, a catalyst for social cohesion, and a guardian of cultural preservation. Its 
unique reliance on human ingenuity and intellectual capital positions it as a key sector for diversified and sustainable 
development in the 21st century. However, realizing this profound potential requires concerted, multi-faceted action 
from a broad spectrum of stakeholders, including governments, international organizations, the private sector, and civil 
society. The analysis underscores the critical necessity of adopting a long-term vision that transcends short-term 
political cycles, focusing instead on sustainable and equitable growth. To achieve this, several key pathways must be 

diligently pursued: adaptive policy frameworks that address existing regulatory gaps and foster innovation; enhanced 
data collection and standardized measurement methodologies for evidence-based policymaking; formalization 
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strategies and worker protection to ensure fair working conditions and equitable compensation; ethical digitalization 

that prevents commodification while maximizing opportunities; diversity, equity, and inclusion initiatives to unlock 
untapped creative potential; and strengthened international cooperation and cross-sectoral partnerships. By diligently 
embracing these pathways, the Orange Economy can indeed fulfil its promise as a powerful engine for building 
prosperous, inclusive, and culturally vibrant societies for generations to come. Its capacity to blend economic 
dynamism with cultural richness offers a compelling model for future global development, positioning creativity and 
cultural heritage at the centre of sustainable economic transformation. 
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