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Abstract : This paper gets into the plight of every Indian woman in the 21st century. Women are afraid to talk 

on abuse, harassment, rape, injustice and violence against them even in the so called modern world. It 

focuses the equality of women in the society. This paper will try to find solutions to unquestioned questions 

which every woman faced in the modern India. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Ilavenil Meena Kandasamy is an emerging rational dalit writer, pragmatic poet, novelist, social activist and 

translator. Touch was her first book. She started writing poetry in her early age and she translated many 

books by Dalit writers. Two of her best poems won prizes in India Poetry competitions.  In an interview 

with Sampsonia Way Magazine, Meena said "My poetry is naked, my poetry is in tears, my poetry screams 

in anger, my poetry writhes in pain. My poetry smells of blood, my poetry salutes sacrifice. My poetry 

speaks like my people; my poetry speaks for my people." She worked as an editor of the magazine The 

Dalit. She has translated many works of dalit writers. She was short listed among 21 best female writers in 

South Asia by Zubaan Books. Her notable poems are The Eighth Day of Creation, Touch, This Poem Will 

Provoke You & Other Poems, We Are Not The Citizens, Ms. Militancy and Tomorrow Someone Will Arrest 

You. Her most famous novels are The Gypsy Goddess, When I Hit You: Or, A Portrait of the Writer as a 

Young Wife, Exquisite Cadavers and her two non-fictional works are The Orders Were To Rape You and 

Manifesto, Manifesting. 

NEED OF THE STUDY 

Dalit literature is a kind of genre in Indian writing in English which talks about the suffering of Dalit people 

and their livelihood. It bounds many Indian languages like Bengali, Urdu, Punjabi, Marathi, Tamil and 

Odia. It has variety of genres such as poetry, short story, novel, drama and short films. The Dalit Panthers 

movement played a vivid role to gain the rights of dalit people. The influence of Dalit literature has begun in 

the mid of 20th century and mushrooming world widely. The writings of Indian hero, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

played a vital role in Dalit literature. The most famous correspondent writers are Sivakami, Mahasweta 

Devi, Rabi Singh, Bama, Poomani, Imayam, Sudhakar, Perumal Murugan, Palamalai, and Meena 

Kandasamy. They excoriate how dalit people are suffer in Independent India. Many female dalit writers 

start writing about caste, gender discrimination and social exclusion of Dalit in India. Female writers like 

Bama, Baby Kamble, Urmila Pawer and Meena Kandasamy explore their inner feelings of dalit women in 

the context of class, gender, and caste in India. 
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Egalitarianism is a modern political thought which indicates the equality for all people in social and 

economical status. Woman plays an indispensable role in every family and society, no one imagine a world 

without women she is multi-tasked personality. It is scientifically proven that a woman can do many works 

simultaneously at a period of time than man. The pregnancy pain of women is compared to the fifteen 

percent of the broken bone. The modern world is get on well of all the fields, but still now women are 

suppressing by the society. Every voice of a woman can change the world. Even in the modern world the 

equity between men and women is open to doubt. It is really appalling for a dalit woman because she is 

struggling within their regional and cannot escape from their erect place. The education of women is 

increasing gradually in India. Even women get more salary than men; they are in the clutches of men’s 

empowerment.  

 

 ‘Never have Tamil women burned so bright, never have they dazzled so much, as when they were 

Tigresses... but nothing had prepared me to brace for the reality that these powerful women would be so 

vulnerable. ‘An interview in 2013, Meena had answered , why she continues to criticize Sri Lanka, she says: 

Why do I do this? Because I’m informed of what’s going on the ground and because my anger would break 

me if I remained silent and helpless. And that is all you need to know about the force that drives the 

compilation of my every book. She additionally says, “Nothing had prepared me to brace for the reality that 

these powerful women would be so vulnerable”. 

Look! There, is a flood of blood, 

your sister holding her gun out to you. 

Take her weapon. 

Walk in her footsteps. 

 

 The Orders Were To Rape You take a look at sexual harassment of women during Sri Lankan civil war. 

She unfolds the sufferings of women freedom Fighters of Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam. It is an essay 

about three women: a Tamil Tigress, a Tamil Tiger’s wife, and Meena Kandasamy herself.  Women 

are brutally raped by the Srilankan Army and they get orders to rape how pathetic and cruel is this. Meena 

brings out the reality perfectly in her book The Orders Were To Rape You. 

 During Srilankan civil war, Tamil people are genocide by The Srilankan army. The Liberation 

Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) participated in the civilian for their freedom because Tamil Eelam people are 

discriminated and violated simultaneously by the Srilankan govermennt. The author enumerates the 

victimization of women throughout this work. She tells about a woman who settled in Malasiya and got 

married to a man who is a member of LTTE movement but does not really aware of the movement. He 

torches his wife violently and sexually. The female protagonist reel off how the Tamil Eelam women are 

raped by the Srilankan army brutally in the detention camps. Even pregnant women are raped by them. The 

Crucial army men used women for their pleasure and murder them in the detention camps. 

 The war ends in 2009 authoritatively but the ordeal of the war is unbroken to today. The author 

becomes a determine voice of Tamil Eelam. She questions the unbiased socio-political world, how a nation 

would be called a democratic country where rape and physical violence is being recorded. The Srilankan 

government is not accepting women as a “War Hero”. They consider them as sexually weaker. Female 

fighters are having bulge guns on their shoulders and wearing trousers like men. Rape is used as a weapon 

of war to subjugate female freedom fighters. Meena is picturesque the resilience of women in this book. 

Malathi is the first martyr of Tamil Tigers and Vaanathi is a poetess who murdered during the war. She 

supports the courage of women and militancy strongly in her writings. She manifested the heroic nature of 

women is expressed by the character named Captain Vaanathi. Meena Kandasamy says in one of the 

interviews she had met:  

I learn to criticize myself. I concede that my feminism, with its obsession about 

sexuality, is a middle- class project that forgets the lived realities of millions of 

working- class women. In the same breath I also say that I continue to think that 

working- class women also have sexual desires and need equal rights, and that they 

need feminism too.  

Meena Kandasamy’s “Tomorrow Someone will Arrest You” becomes a epic resistance of literature. 

She has written the book during the unlawful arrest of Kerala activists such as Jaison Cooper and Thushar 

Nirmal Sarathy. It questions the depicted social injustices and focused on violence, social identity, 

discrimination, frustration faced be Eelam people. The author is known for her “One –Women Political 

Movement”. The title of the book “Tomorrow Someone will Arrest You” has its uniqueness. The arresting 

http://www.ijrti.org/
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of liberal leaders is apart from the constitutional law of India. According to Indian Penal System, proper 

information has to give before arrest any person. But in Srilanka there is no particular time to arrest 

someone. It can be happen anytime and anywhere. The author mentions her friends Jaison and Tushar who 

are arrested in 2015 unlawfully. She asks constitutional justice in India where one group of people enjoys 

their life and one group of people suffers and supper until their death. 

The book is divided into five parts: ‘The Poet’, ‘Her Comrade’, ‘Her Lovers’, ‘Her Friends’, and 

‘Her Country’. The first part shows her experience as a poet in the unbiased society. She tells that how she 

faced many struggles as a women writer in the society. The second part of the book has the influence of 

Marxism. Comrade Cedric, the protagonist beautifully narrates the consequences arrived in the society. In 

these two sections of the book, the author shows the concepts of feminism. As a feminist, she says “love 

went beyond any barriers”. The third part of the book talks about Sofi, a marginalized woman can love 

beyond her communal trauma. 

The fourth part of the book is a kind of call to her friends and activists who have been arrested 

simultaneously for their protest. During the war, the leaders of protest arrested without any orders to arrest 

them. Meena demands constitutional justice in the last part of book. She challenges the pathetic condition of 

the state and its difficulties to overcome. She openly states that she is the only writer to write about the 

neediness of the country. In the poem, “The Old Trap”, she writes,  

   “Courage is in short 

   supply these days. 

   Mine, I use for the war 

   on the streets…” 

She tells to her readers, “silent is a weapon in the noisy society”, and sometimes it will help you to raise 

your voice in a voiceless world. The final section of the poem “Process = Punishment”, she oftenly says, 

“the process is endless, the progress is pointless”. 

 “Our friends in prison, 

We meet for the first time 

Walking inside a forest, 

we try to find words 

to remember the dead, 

read the heartless future, 

I walk in step with you, 

And watch the leaves fall.” 

 

 Meena Kanthasamy talks about the 17th century Mithuna couple, an ivory from Tamilnadu in her 

work Manifesto, Manifesting. They consider lovers in ancient times. There are many controversial pictures, 

talks and social myths created by the sculpture. She associates the personal life and political dogmas which 

says that who gets married to whom. Even it is a sculpture, people look on it in a biased way. It is really 

unthinkable to think about the human love.   

 Nowadays talking about Feminism becomes a trend in the contemporary world. Why we need to 

discuss about feminism, are the women get freedom?. Definitely no, still women are suppressed in the 

society. In Indian trauma, there are many restrictions and rules only for women, not for men. “Marriage” is 

considered as a union of two hearts generally. But for the Indian women marriage is a union of two families 

and their kith and kins.  She spends her entire life for her family. Many times to get married a woman are 

criticized in the society. Gopal Shanker in Preeti Shenoy’s novel “A Hundred Little Flames” says, “I have 

one piece of advice for you, young man. Do not ever get married. Marriage kills things. Marriage, it kills 

everything”.   But in reality, Men live for him, and his life ruled by him only. Women live for the family, of 

the family and ruled by men not by her. How pathetic is this. Thus for International Women’s day is 

celebrated by women in the world.  The world is meaningless without women. Everyone should celebrate 

http://www.ijrti.org/
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women for their dedication and hard work. Now as well as before sexual harassment, rape, abuse of women 

in workplace, school and college are in high rate. It is the responsibility of everyone to join hands to make 

the world equally without any partial. Woman is a beautiful and ineffectual angel, beating in the void her 

luminous wings in vain and her efforts become effortless.                  

Meena Kanthasamy depicts the oppression of women true to life in her works. She has taken the oath 

to reveal the real suffering torment of dalit people in her early writings and she keeps an amelioration of 

dalits. She is one of the most noteworthy dalit writers who have been breaking ongoing violence on dalit. 

She analyses, how feminist writers affected by the so called indianised marriage life. Women have to accept 

every hurdle in her life. She has to bear the pain; even her husband abuses her sexually. If a woman wants 

divorce, it considered as a big crime. If a man does not like his marriage life, he can divorce his wife 

without any concern on her. But women have to adjust everything even she does not like her married life.  

The author breaks the myth of marriage in India. The narrator of A Portrait of the Writer as a Young 

Wife is a feminist and trapped in the violence of marriage. She satisfied her ambition of becoming a writer 

through writing a love letter to the imagined lover. Meena criticized how women body is sexually abused in 

the name of marriage and she is for men’s desire. The masculanism of male won’t accept female as a 

revolutionary writer. They find a way to abuse her. The narrator wants to become a writer but her husband 

does not want his wife as a feminist writer. Meena explores the thought beautifully in the novel:  

I write letters to lovers I have never seen, or heard, to lovers who do not exist, to lovers I 

invent on a lonely morning. Open a file, write a paragraph or a page, erase before lunch. The 

sheer pleasure of being able to write something that my husband can never access. The 

revenge in writing the word lover again and again and again. The knowledge that I can do it, 

that I can get away with doing it. The defiance, the spite. The eagerness to rub salt on his 

wounded pride, to reclaim my space, my right to write.   

 It reminds me of Virgina Woolf’s A Room of one’s own. She demands the financial independence of 

women. She utters, “Women must have money and room for her own if she becomes a writer”. Paternal 

domination is overtook the life of women. Opportunities are unequal in the society. If we take any literature, 

we can find plenty of male writers and very few female writers. Women are differed from gender, race, 

violence, discrimination, choice and equality.   

 Every works of Meena Kandasamy become a literary canon that inspires worldwide reader. One can 

find the gender disparity of opportunity to participate in an intellectual war everywhere in the society. She 

uses logic and imagination to challenge the contrasts placed upon women and their endeavors. She questions 

the royal passport of motherhood, womanhood, wifehood, and sisterhood which is placed on every woman. 

Her writings create many revolutions in the society. It creates the awareness on harassment, violence and 

equal pay for all in workplace. The #MeToo movement shown that women have started to speak out their 

sexual assaults happened against them. Egalitarianism is a powerful thought that advocates the rights of 

women in all the aspects of life. There are many challenges to face nowadays. It is in the hands of everyone 

to raise voice for women; this is the only way to make the world equitable for everyone.             
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