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Abstract:

The Syrian Civil War began in 2011 as part of the Arab Spring movement
and is one of the most devastating and geopolitically significant crises of
the twenty-first century. This article examines the motivations, strategies,
and outcomes of the two superpowers' engagement in the conflict and its
broader regional and global ramifications.

Russia's involvement has been marked by aggressive military operations
and diplomatic ploys, driven by strategic objectives such as upholding the
Assad government, preserving Russian influence in the Middle East, and
opposing Western dominance. However, U.S. intervention, which is
motivated by counterterrorism objectives and the promotion of democratic
values, has mostly focused on fighting ISIS and supporting opposition
forces.

Through a comparative analysis, this research identifies important
differences between these countries' strategies, demonstrating that Russia
had a long-term, coherent plan whereas the US battled with fragmented
policies and contradictory ties. The study also examines the wider
geopolitical consequences of the conflict, including the shifting power
dynamics and alliances in West Asia, as well as its humanitarian
implications, including the destruction of infrastructure, displacement, and
civilian casualties.
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Introduction:

Syria's geostrategic significance is rooted in its historical significance. For
centuries, it has functioned as a centre for military operations, trade, and
culture. Through Syria, the Silk Road—one of the most important trade
routes in history—connected east Asia and Europe. Cities like Aleppo and
Damascus flourished as centres of trade and diplomacy, demonstrating the
nation's role in connecting the economies of the world.

Throughout the 20th century, Syria was a colonial power's centre because
of its strategic location. After World War 1, Syria was given a French
mandate and developed into a vital outpost for European influence in the
Middle East. After independence, superpowers continued to be interested
in it because of its strategic location, which served as a battlefield for
opposing ideologies during the Cold War.

2011 saw the start of the Syrian conflict. Many were enraged by the high
unemployment rates, widespread corruption, and lack of political freedom.
The nonviolent protests that started in March were inspired by the "Arab
spring” revolutions in Egypt and Tunisia. The government, however,
swiftly objected to the peaceful demonstrations.

When the government used deadly force to quell the dissent, protests broke
out across the country. The violence swiftly escalated and ultimately
became an inhumane war.

What began as protests against President Assad's regime in 2011 quickly
escalated into a full-scale war between the Syrian government, backed by
Russia and Iran, and anti-government rebel groups, backed by the United
States and a rotating list of U.S. allies, including France, the United
Kingdom, Italy, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Jordan, and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE). Three campaigns sparked the conflict: coalition efforts
to combat the self-declared Islamic State; fighting between the Syrian
government and opposition organisations; and Turkish military actions
against Syrian Kurds.

The Islamic State began seizing territory in Syria in 2013. In 2015, after a
series of Islamic State-sponsored terrorist acts throughout Europe, the
United States, the United Kingdom, and France expanded their air
campaign in lraq to include Syria with the assistance of Saudi Arabia,
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Turkey, and other Arab allies. Together, these nations have launched

almost 11,000 airstrikes against Islamic State targets in Syria, even as the
U.S.-led coalition has continued to back ground operations by the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF). Turkish forces have been involved in combat
operations against the Islamic State and have assaulted armed Kurdish
groups in Syria since 2016.

At the request of the Syrian government, Russia began targeting targets it
claimed were Islamic State in September 2015, and Syrian government
troops fought and defeated the Islamic State in many significant
confrontations. With help from Russia and Iran, the Syrian government
has progressively retaken territory from opposition forces, notably Aleppo,
which was the opposition's stronghold in 2016.

Geopolitical Importance of Syria:

Syria is a key player in regional affairs because of its location at the
intersection of Asia, Europe, and Africa. Because of its location at the
meeting point of the Mediterranean Basin, the Arabian Peninsula, and the
crescent of fertile land, it is an important hub for trade, military strategy,
and intercultural exchange.

Syria shares borders with Irag to the east, Jordan to the south, Israel and
Lebanon to the southwest, and Turkey to the north. Because of this, Syria
IS positioned as a gateway between the Arab world and Eurasia. It has
historically had the power to influence regional affairs and act as a buffer
zone in conflicts between these neighbours due to its location.

Syria is part of the historically contested Levant, a region rich in culture,
wealth, and geopolitical significance. The Levant connects the Arabian
heartland to the Mediterranean by offering routes for trade and military
activities.

Historical Context:

Syria's geostrategic significance is rooted in its historical significance. For
centuries, it has functioned as a centre for military operations, trade, and
culture. Through Syria, the Silk Road—one of the most important trade
routes in history—connected east Asia and Europe. Cities like Aleppo and
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Damascus flourished as centres of trade and diplomacy, demonstrating the

nation's role in connecting the economies of the world.

Throughout the 20th century, Syria was a colonial power's centre because
of its strategic location. After World War |, Syria was given a French
mandate and developed into a vital outpost for European influence in the
Middle East. After independence, superpowers continued to be interested
In it because of its strategic location, which served as a battlefield for
opposing ideologies during the Cold War.

Syria is a crucial pipeline transit point because of its location, even if its
domestic oil production is lower than that of its Gulf neighbours. The
country is located along potential routes for bringing oil and gas from the
natural resource-rich Caspian and Persian Gulfs to Europe. These transit
routes have long been the subject of geopolitical conflict between regional
and international actors.

External Actors:

Russia

Russia has consistently supported the Syrian regime militarily and
politically from the start of the unrest in 2011. Russia started accumulating
troops, combat planes, and military hardware inside Syria gradually in
2015. Then, in 2018, it launched airstrikes that allowed pro-Asad forces to
undo the majority of the opposition's advances. Additionally, Russia sent
private military corporations (PMCs) to Syria. According to U.S. sources,
Russia rejected 17 Security Council resolutions on Syria between 2011 and
2022, using its veto power to regularly block council decisions on the
subject.

During the fighting, Russia also increased its commercial footprint in
Syria. The U.S.-approved Russian firm Stroytransgaz was given
permission by the Syrian parliament in 2019 to run Syria's biggest port,
Tartus, for 49 years.

Russia gave Syria two loans totalling $1 billion in 2020 and 2021, with
the stipulation that the money be used to pay certain Russian businesses,
including those controlled by oligarchs who the US has sanctioned for
aiding Russian military activities in Ukraine.
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USA

Syria, which has been governed by the Asad family for more than 40 years,
saw anti-government demonstrations in March 2011. As the violence
increased, President Barack Obama called for the resignation of Syrian
President Bashar al Asad in August 2011. The Asad government's use of
chemical weapons and the conflict's growing death toll over time increased
calls for US support for the opposition.

Congress approved a training and equipment program run by the
Department of Defence for a limited number of Syrian forces in order to
fight terrorist organisations operating in Syria, protect the US and its allies
from terrorist threats originating in Syria, and "promote the conditions for
a negotiated settlement to end the conflict in Syria."

With the claimed intention of stopping the Islamic State from using Syria
as a base for its activities in neighbouring Irag, the United States launched
airstrikes in Syria in September 2014. In order to "formalise ongoing
military actions against the rising threat posed by ISIS in Iraq and Syria,"
the Defence Department formed the Combined Joint Task Force-
Operation Inherent Resolution (CJTF-OIR) in October 2014. The Global
Coalition to Defeat ISIS's "military component™ is CJTF-OIR.

In order to combat the Islamic State and provide training to local partner
forces, the United States sent military personnel to Syria in 2015.

Iran

Iran has been offering financial, technical, and training support to pro-
regime Shia militias and the Syrian government since 2011. As a major
Iranian ally, the Asad government allows the movement of weapons from
Iran to Hezbollah in Lebanon by using its territory as a transhipment site.
The Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Security (MOIS) was recognised
by the U.S. Department of the Treasury in 2012 for its significant technical
support of Syrian intelligence, pointing out that MOIS also took part in
several cooperative initiatives with Hezbollah. Additionally, the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps-Quds Force (IRGC-QF) was assigned by the
Treasury to provide Syrian military training.

Since at least 2012, the Syrian government has received training, counsel,
and logistical help from Iran-backed militias like Hezbollah.
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Iran started giving the Syrian government assistance, training, and

monitoring gear in April 2011. In order to help Syria quell the protest,
repress, and maintain its hold on power, direct material assistance and
personnel were delivered from Iran, along with Iranian forces and its own
Quds force, Hezbollah, and the Shi'ite Iraqi population. The Iranian
government has also given Assad access to technologies that allow him to
keep an eye on social media, email, and cell phones. Iran places a great
deal of importance on Syria's future, and even if Syria does collapse, Iran
Is committed to influencing the next administration.

Turkey

Between 2016 and 2019, Turkey carried out three significant military
operations in Syria with the goal of stopping the Syrian Kurdish People's
Protection Units (YPG) from creating an autonomous region along Syria's
northern border with Turkey. The Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), which
Is considered a terrorist organisation by both Turkey and the US, is the
parent organisation of the YPG. The main element of the SDF, which the
US Central Command has referred to as "the only reliable and effective
partner in Syria," is the YPG.

Two significant areas of northern Syria, including portions of the
provinces of Aleppo, Raqgqgah, and Hasakah, are under Turkish control as
of mid-2022. The Syrian National Army (SNA), a coalition of Syrian
militias, operates alongside Turkish forces. Up to one million Syrian
refugees now living in Turkey would have their homes constructed in
Turkish-held regions of Syria, according to plans made by the Turkish
president in May 2022.

In order to combat YPG influence, Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan declared in May 2022 that his country was thinking of launching
a military campaign to increase its territory in Syria.

Turkey revealed intentions in June 2022 to conduct military operations in
regions west of the Euphrates River, away from American forces centred
on the east bank of the river.

According to reports, Russia requested that Turkey start talks with the
Asad government in August. The Defence Intelligence Agency concluded
that these discussions most likely postponed a Turkish ground action.
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Israel

Israel regularly launches airstrikes in Syria on Iranian and Hezbollah sites
it considers a danger to its security, but it has mostly avoided getting
involved in the civil war between the Syrian government and opposition
groups. Israel mostly used airstrikes to stop Iranian weapons supplies to
Hezbollah in Lebanon in the early years of the Syrian conflict. Israeli
leaders later declared their determination to stop Iran from building and
running bases or sophisticated weapons manufacturing facilities in Syria
when the Asad government regained control of a sizable chunk of the
country.

Russian Intervention in Syria:

For a long time, Russia has been interested in the West Asian region,
especially Syria. The Kremlin's connection with Syria was organised
carefully during the Cold War, when the globe was split into two blocs
according to their respective philosophies. Since Assad's father seized
power in a coup in 1970, Russia has purposefully kept tight relations with
Syria. Russia is also accused of being the main supplier of weapons to
Syria and the primary cause of the country's unrest.

Even before Syria was legally acknowledged as an independent nation by
the international community, in 1944, the USSR had established
diplomatic ties with Syria. Syria turned to the Soviet Union for assistance
after separating from the West following its independence in 1946.

Right now, Russia is betting on Syria in order to use it as a gateway into
the Mediterranean. The Mediterranean is the most important region in
Russia's geopolitical calculations at the moment. This waterway is the
gateway to Europe and the Black waterway, which Russia has long desired
because it is essential to the security of both nations. The fight over this
Mediterranean region may have been one of the factors contributing to
Russia's interest in Syria during the Soviet era. From the Soviet Union to
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contemporary Russia, Syria seems to be able to maintain its position in the

geopolitical calculations of the Russian state.

The current broad shield of Russian policy towards Syria is an evolution
of Russian policy in the Middle East. Protecting its southern borders and
advancing its long-standing political and economic interests in the region
are the main goals of this defensive tactic. In addition to its military and
geopolitical objectives, Russia has cultural and business ties to Syria.
Russia's participation in the region has been driven solely by its financial
interests and concerns over the territory's support of insurgents in Russia's
North Caucasus.

Moscow and Damascus maintained close, nearly alliance-like relations
from the 1960s until the early 1990s. Cold War tensions increased as a
result of the Arab-Israeli conflict in the 1960s, providing Russia with
another opportunity to establish diplomatic ties. It was extremely plausible
that the Soviet Union's military assistance to Syria was intended to re-
establish the region's most promising state.

Assad signed the Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation in Moscow in
October 1980, strengthening and formalising ties between Syria and the
USSR. This treaty has a twenty-year term with automatic five-year
renewals until one of the parties terminates it. It provides coordination of
crisis response, military cooperation, and regular consultations on
pertinent bilateral and international issues.

American Intervention in Syria:

Currently, Syria is at the core of a regional crisis that affects American
objectives and interests globally. This complicated battle is destabilising
the region and Europe and increases the likelihood of a larger war. To
achieve U.S. objectives in Syria, the incoming U.S. administration might
have to compromise on some of its possible policy choices.

preventing a military confrontation with Russia and Iran while limiting
their potential long-term subversive influence in Syria; combating
terrorism; strengthening relations with regional allies and partners,
particularly Turkey; demonstrating the cohesion and effectiveness of U.S.

[J]NRD2504424 ‘ International Journal Of Novel Research And Development (www.ijnrd.org)



http://www.ijrti.org/

© 2025 IJNRD | Volume 10, Issue 4 April 2025 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | [[NRD.ORG
allies and partners; and preventing conflict from further destabilising

neighbouring states and Europe.

In March 2011, anti-government protests took place in Syria, which has
been ruled by the Asad family for almost 40 years. In August 2011,
President Barack Obama demanded that Syrian President Bashar al Asad
resign as the bloodshed escalated. The use of chemical weapons by the
Asad regime and the conflict's steadily rising death toll put more pressure
on the US to back the resistance.

In order to combat terrorist organisations operating in Syria, safeguard the
United States and its allies from terrorist threats originating in Syria, and
"promote the conditions for a negotiated settlement to end the conflict in
Syria," Congress authorised a training and equipment program for a
limited number of Syrian forces that is administered by the Department of
Defence.

In September 2014, the United States initiated airstrikes in Syria with the
purported goal of preventing the Islamic State from utilising Syria as a
base for its operations in neighbouring Irag. To "formalise ongoing
military actions against the rising threat posed by ISIS in Iraq and Syria,"
the Defence Department established the Combined Joint Task Force-
Operation Inherent Resolution (CJTF-OIR) in October 2014.2. CJTF-OIR
Is the "military component" of the Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS.

The coalition's and the United States' triumphs over the Islamic State were
largely attributed to Syrian Kurdish partner forces; yet, American officials
continued to face persistent challenges due to Turkish concerns about these
Kurdish troops. In 2019, Turkey launched a cross-border military
operation aimed at expelling Syrian Kurdish American partner forces from
areas along the Turkish border. President Trump ordered some U.S. forces
to withdraw from Syria, while others were moved to areas of eastern Syria
that were previously under Islamic State control.

While U.S.-led coalition forces focused on defeating the Islamic State in
northern and eastern Syria, Russian, Iranian, and Hezbollah forces helped
the Syrian government retake control of many previously opposition-held
areas of the country. The U.S. intelligence community came to the
conclusion in 2018 that the Syrian regime had decisively won the war.
About 3 million Syrian people live in a region in the northwest of the
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country, and the remaining armed opposition forces, including those

connected to Al Qaeda, were pushed into a narrower geographic area.

Additionally, the United States has placed Syria under a number of
sanctions, many of which existed prior to the present conflict.

Syria's access to the U.S. financial system and economic ties with the
United States are restricted by the primary sanctions imposed by the
United States. In addition to prohibiting American companies from doing
business with Syrians, the primary sanctions imposed by the United States
also freeze the assets of the Syrian government, Syrian individuals, and
Syrian corporations that have been subject to individual sanctions in the
United States.

Conclusion:

The Syrian Civil War marked one of the most defining and destructive
wars of the 21st century due to its unprecedented scale and damage,
including the lessons it teaches regarding humanity’s suffering due to
geopolitical tensions as well as the modern world order.. Having an
epicentre in Syria, the war was filled with complex foreign intervention,
civil bloodshed, and humane trauma. Its start could be traced back to
nonviolent protests during the Arab Spring in 2011 which escalated into a
full-on civil war.

When considering the internal fights in Syria, the war was fuelled by
severe authoritarian leadership, deep economic challenges, and heightened
sectarian differences. The conflict drastically shifted its focus and turned
to international concern as soon as countries like the USA and Russia
injected their influence with strategic interests helping escalate the war into
an international crisis.

As a strategic and calculated civilian, Russia initiated its war campaigns.
The country strengthened its military and diplomatic presence in the region
dominated by the US, fueled by the intent to strengthen control on its ally,
Assad, aid his government with armed support, and fuel his power
internationally. Bolstering the power of Assad in regional power struggles
allowed Russia to emerge out of the conflict as a dominant figure
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reclaiming influence in West Asia while simultaneously ensuring its

military was positioned in the Middle East.

The United States had a different set of goals as their approach included
warfare such as removing ISIS, aiding democratic movements, and
battling regional enemies such as Iran. The US included some internal
action conflicts under the umbrella of their American Strategy. Most
notably the supporting of Kurdish troops and relations with Turkey cause
a lot of friction excessive internal problems and contradictions. In tandem
with changing Washington politics, this resulted in very limited positive
effects from US engagement.

Analysing both interventions side by side, one can observe the two distinct
styles of foreign policy. Russia’s centralized decisive actions along with
their deep strategic goals showcase the solid strategic vision Russia
pursued. Shaped through their diverse yet non-concentrated vision of
democracy, counter-terrorism, and promotion required significant
iImmediacy from the US, which made their approach incoherent and
fragmented. The two sides, whose primarily strived goals included
undermining Syrian sovereignty alongside neglecting civilians,
overwhelmed the region's sovereign and civilian welfare.

The Syrian Civil War is a useful example to study when thinking about
future attempts at conflict resolution. It demonstrates the problems
associated with unsynchronized international actions and the external
attempts at self-serving peace that ignore inclusive peacebuilding.
Strikingly, the war also emphasizes the need for active reception,
showcasing the importance of ongoing diplomatic efforts, and applicable
multilateralism capturing the essence of those territories.

Currently, Syria's future remains unpredictable. Rebuilding will transcend
mere infrastructure, extending to fostering internal cohesion,
implementing restorative justice, and addressing the fundamental needs of
displaced persons. The journey will be convoluted, but a prospective
understanding of failed attempts is paramount for effective progression.
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