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The Devanagari script, a beautiful and phonetic writing system, serves as the foundation for several prominent Indo-Aryan 

languages, most notably Sanskrit and Hindi. Its elegant strokes and logical structure have facilitated the preservation and 

dissemination of profound philosophical and literary traditions. Beyond its linguistic function, however, lies a fascinating 

realm of potential symbolic interpretation. The consonant letter "ण", holding the fifteenth position in the traditional 

alphabet, offers a compelling case study in this regard. Adopted and retained by related languages like Gujarati and Marathi, 

often appearing medially as in "पूर्णिमा" (full moon) or at the end of a conjunct consonant as in "पुण्य" (virtue), this seemingly 

simple glyph subtly encapsulates a powerful and versatile design concept – one centered around efficiently serving a large 

collective. 

Upon closer examination, the form of "ण" reveals a "secret core of design," an eclectic and almost pictographic 

representation of solutions aimed at accommodating numerous users. Its distinct structure, featuring a prominent curved 

element connected to vertical and horizontal lines, resonates with practical and effective designs devised throughout history 

to cater to large groups. This is not merely a fanciful association; rather, it suggests a fundamental human intuition for 

creating spaces and systems that facilitate collective access and participation. 
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One of the most striking interpretations of "ण" lies in its resemblance to a plan drawing for a system designed to serve a 

multitude. Consider the military mess hall, a space where a large number of personnel need to be fed efficiently. The "U" 

shaped layout, often employed in such settings, mirrors the core curvature of the letter, allowing for a continuous flow and 

easy access to food stations. Similarly, the long, curved troughs designed for feeding herds of cattle embody the same 

principle. This "U" shape provides ample space for numerous animals to access sustenance simultaneously, minimizing 

congestion and maximizing efficiency. The modern-day luggage conveyor belt at airport terminals offers another 

compelling parallel. Its "U" shaped configuration allows a large influx of passengers to gather around and retrieve their 

belongings without the bottlenecks inherent in a linear queue system. The design prioritizes accessibility and a smoother 

experience for a significant number of individuals. Even the layout of a round table conference hall, while circular, aims 

to prioritize equal participation and a central focus, echoing the inclusive essence potentially embedded within the "ण" 

symbol. Furthermore, the presence of similar structural elements in the design of some bank layouts, perhaps in customer 

service areas or teller counters, further hints at this underlying design principle. 

The Gujarati rendition of "ણ" arguably offers an even wider lens through which to perceive this design ethos. The 

contemporary voting booth design in India bears a remarkable resemblance to this Gujarati glyph. The central crescent-

shaped enclosure, the voting compartment itself (akin to the central curve in "ણ"), is approached via a guided pathway. 

Voters enter from an upper left space, proceed through designated officer desks (represented by the initial vertical and 

connecting lines), enter the voting booth, complete the process, and exit along a curved path towards the exit (the 

concluding curve of "ણ"). This is a tangible example of the symbol mirroring a system designed for the orderly and 

efficient participation of a large electorate. Extending this metaphorical interpretation, the central crescent in "ણ" can also 

be likened to the "Garbhagriha," the sanctum sanctorum in a Hindu temple where the deity's icon resides. Pilgrims enter 

through a designated path, approach the central chamber for a glimpse of the divine, and then move along a guided exit 

route, mirroring the flow suggested by the letter's form. 

Another intriguing interpretation draws a parallel with the architectural elements of a mosque. The central half-circular 

shape can be seen to symbolize the Mihrab, the niche indicating the direction of prayer. The vertical line, appearing to 

curve at its base in some representations, could allude to the ablution area. This interpretation suggests a design that 

facilitates the orderly participation of a large congregation, guiding them first to purification (the open space implied by 
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the initial part of the letter), and then towards the central focus of prayer behind the Imam at the Mihrab. 

It is plausible that further investigation would reveal more similarities between the form of "ण" and contemporary 

architectural and design solutions. Consider the layout of a library, designed for the efficient retrieval of information by 

numerous patrons, or the placement of vending machines in a public space, intended for easy access by a flow of people. 

Even the design of a control room, managing complex systems for a large area or population, might subtly reflect this 

underlying principle of organized access and service. 

By considering this philosophical inquiry, we begin to appreciate the profound connection between abstract symbols and 

tangible design solutions. The letter "ण," far from being merely a linguistic element, emerges as a potential visual 

representation of a fundamental human need: the creation of efficient and accessible systems for collective engagement. 

In conclusion, this exploration highlights the progressive aspect of considering both the actual form of a symbol and the 

imaginative interpretations it can inspire. The tangible shape of "ण" and the intangible design principles it seems to echo 

create a valuable synergy. This exercise benefits not only the fields of architecture, design, and creative thinking but also 

encourages us to look deeper into the seemingly ordinary, to uncover the inspiring secrets and inherent genius that may be 

hidden in plain sight all around us. By recognizing these subtle connections, we can gain a richer understanding of the 

human drive to create functional and inclusive spaces and systems, a drive perhaps subtly reflected in the elegant curves 

and lines of a seemingly simple consonant. 
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