© 2025 IJNRD | Volume 10, Issue 3 March 2025 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | JNRD.ORG

IJNRD.ORG ISSN : 2456-4184 -

~22- INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NOVEL RESEARCH

@

¢ S AND DEVELOPMENT (IJNRD) | JNRD.ORG
RD Anlnternational Open Access, Peer-reviewed, Refereed Journal

Research Through Innovati

BRIDGING TRADITION AND MODERNITY: A
BALL GOWN INSPIRED BY PICHWAI ART

Dr. Sonu Mehta
Senior Assistant Professor
Fashion Design Department
Nootan Institute of Design and Communication, SPU, Visnagar, Mehsana, Gujrat,

Abstract : This research demonstrate the potential of Pichwai art to inspire innovative and culturally rich
designs in the fashion industry. The successful integration of Pichwai motifs into ball gown design not only
celebrates the beauty and cultural significance of this traditional art form but also opens new avenues for
cultural exchange and innovation in fashion. However, the research also underscores the challenges associated
with this approach, particularly in terms of balancing cultural authenticity with commercial appeal and
wearability. Additionally, the study highlights development of a framework for adapting traditional art forms
to contemporary fashion design. The process of selecting motifs, conceptualizing designs, and constructing
garments provides the importance of collaboration between artists, designers, and cultural experts in ensuring
the accurate representation and preservation of cultural heritage.

IndexTerms — Pichwai Hand Painting

INTRODUCTION

Fashion has long been a reflection of cultural heritage, craftsmanship, and artistic expression. In recent years,
the integration of traditional art forms into contemporary fashion has gained prominence as designers seek to
preserve and reinterpret historical aesthetics. One such traditional art form is Pichwai painting, a centuries-
old Indian style of painting known for its intricate detailing, vibrant color palette, and deep-rooted association
with religious and cultural motifs. Pichwai paintings, originating from Nathdwara, Rajasthan, are
predominantly used as backdrops in temples dedicated to Lord Krishna. They depict themes of devotion,
nature, and folklore, making them an important part of Indian heritage.

Ball gowns, on the other hand, are a symbol of Western fashion history, characterized by voluminous skirts,
intricate embellishments, and luxurious fabrics. They have been worn by royalty and the elite for centuries,
evolving in style but consistently maintaining their association with grandeur and sophistication. Given their
elaborate construction and status as statement pieces in haute couture and luxury fashion, ball gowns provide
a perfect canvas for artistic experimentation.The convergence of Pichwai painting and ball gowns represents
an innovative approach to fashion design that fosters cultural dialogue between Eastern and Western artistic
traditions. By applying traditional Pichwai motifs onto ball gowns, designers can create wearable art pieces

that celebrate Indian craftsmanship while appealing to global audiences.
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METHODOLOGY

An exploratory work was undertaken to gather information regarding motifs of Pichwai painting techniques
transformed into other techniques for contemporary use. The numerous painting, books, other historical
literatures were explored in order to collect the popular motifs used in the painting.

e 20 different motifs were selected and then these were presented in front of panel of fashion educators
for the selection .

e out of 20 motifs 10 were selected for the ball gowns.

e 10 ball gowns were designed by using selected motifs.

e 5 ball gowns were selected for the final construction.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Study aimed to explore the feasibility of integrating Pichwai motifs into contemporary ball gown design,
focusing on the aesthetic, cultural, and technical aspects of this fusion. The methodology involved the
selection of motifs, design development, and the creation of a final collection of ball gowns.

The first phase of the research involved the selection of Pichwai motifs for application on ball gowns. A total
of 15 motifs were chosen from traditional Pichwai paintings, representing a range of symbolic and aesthetic
elements. These motifs were presented to a panel of fashion educators for evaluation and selection. The

following results were obtained:

o Aesthetic Appeal
o Cultural Significance
o Adaptability

o Cohesiveness

Selected Motifs: Out of the 15 motifs presented, 10 were selected for further development. The chosen motifs
included:

= Lotus flowers, representing purity and enlightenment.

= Cows, signifying abundance and devotion.

= Scenes from Lord Krishna’s life, such as the Raas Leela (divine dance).

= Floral and vine patterns, reflecting the natural world and its connection to spirituality.
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Plate-1 (Motif 1, 2, 3) Plate-2 (Motif 4,5,6)

Plate-3 (Motif 7, 8, 9)

Plate-4 (Motif 10, 11, 12) Plate-5 (Motif 13, 14, 15)
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The second phase of the research involved the design of 10 ball gowns using the selected Pichwai motifs.
Each gown was conceptualized to showcase the motifs in a unique and innovative way, while maintaining the
elegance and sophistication of a ball gown.

The following results were obtained:
Design Conceptualization: The 10 ball gowns were designed with a focus on integrating Pichwai motifs into

key areas of the gown, such as the bodice, skirt, and train. The designs ranged from subtle incorporations of
motifs to bold, statement-making interpretations.

Plate-6 Plate-7

Plate-8 Plate-9
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Plate-11

Plate-12 Plate-13

Plate-14 Plate-15

Fabric and Technique Selection: Luxurious fabrics such as satin, net and organza were chosen to reflect the
richness of Pichwai art. Techniques of hand printingwas used to replicate the intricate detailing of the motifs.
Metallic threads and embellishments were added to mimic the effect of gold leaf in traditional Pichwai
paintings.From the 10 designed ball gowns, 5 were selected for final construction based on feedback from the

panel of fashion educators and practical considerations. The selection criteria included:
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o Aesthetic Appeal: The visual impact and elegance of the design.
o Cultural Representation: The depth of cultural and spiritual meaning conveyed by the motifs.
« Feasibility: The practicality of constructing the gown within the given timeframe and resources.

CONCLUSION

This research demonstrates the feasibility and potential of applying traditional Pichwai art to ball gown
design. The final collection of gowns successfully bridges the gap between tradition and modernity,
offering a unique and meaningful contribution to the fashion industry. However, the challenges
identified in this study, particularly in terms of commercial viability and wearability, suggest that
further research and development are needed to fully realize the potential of Pichwai-inspired fashion.
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