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Abstract 

In the novel, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain,An American writer, has 

focussed on the burning problems-racialPrejudice, inequality and slavery between the 

Whites and theBlacks of the American society.The term Racism is an abuse of power 

and privilege.It is based on ideology of superiority or inferiority between adominant race 

over a non-dominant or marginalised population. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the world, human beings are divided on the basis of racism,slavery, creed and colour. 

American society is not out of touch withthese problems. Abraham Lincoln, The 

President of the UnitedStates of America have also struggled to abolish slavery and 

racialPrejudices between the whites and the blacks in his nation. Thereare various kinds 

of ethics and races. In his book 'Racial and Ethnic 

Relation in America' Melemore has stated thus: 

                   

"The United States of the America is often 

described as a nation where the population is 

a mixture of immigrants from all over the 

world". 

 

 

The vision of American society is related to the set of ideals- democracy, right liberty, 

opportunity and equality in whichfreedom companies the opportunity for prosperity and 

successhas attained through hard work in a society with a few barriers.It is rooted in the 

decoration of independence which declaresthat all men are equal with their rights to life. 
 

Lots of novelists like Ernest Hemingway, Nathaniel Hawthorne,Herman Melville, 

William D. Howells, Henry James Toni Morrisonetc. have brought a revolutionary 

change in the scenario ofAmerica: but Mark Twain, a Comic writer, is one of them. 
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He is aknown figure in the history of America fiction, and his popularityboth in 

Europe and America has been Universal and lasting. 

 

"His humour is typically American and it 

has contributed a great deal to his popularity". 1 

 

He has worked as a licensed Mississippi river-boat-pilot (1857-61). The term 

'Racism' is an abuse of power and privilege. It’s based on an ideology of superiority 

or inferiority between a dominant-race over a non-dominant-or marginated 

population. It occurs when distinctions based on a person's perceived race are used 

to disadvantages or negatively impact those individuals. Racialized person's 

experience, disproportionate poverty, over representation in prisons and under 

representation in political administrative, economic and media institutions. They 

also face greater barriers to accessing employment, housing and health care. Race 

and racism are complex and disputed notions not only in the United States but 

everywhere in the world. We do not intend by the present research to place 

emphasis on the historical stages of racism rather than to illuminate its darker side 

and complexities in the American society. Racism has existed throughout human 

history. It may be defined as the Sentiment of hate of a person towards another 

either because of skin colour, language, customs or feeling of supremacy and the 

belief that a 

particular rase is superior to another. Although it is in the United States, racial in 

inequality however remains a travelling issue in the American psyche and political 

land scape. Nothing presents it from occurring because it is rooted in the makeup 

of the human 

nature. 

In his novel, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Twain has raised the issues such 

as racial Prejudices, slavery and inequality. 

The term, Racism is related to discrimination.It begins with the adventurous 

journey, sailing from the islands to the canoe, made by Huck and Jim. Jim is a 

nagger slave. He is in need of safety from out sider's attack. Huck thinks, Jim is 

different from him. He must have many ways to separate Jim from the surrounding 

of people.  

As soon as both (Huck and Jim) board the canoe, Huck says to Jim to lie 

down in the canoe. Further he says Jim to cover himself to avoid being 

disconnected by Others. 

On the other hand, Huck is raised to be a racist. Therefore, it takes him a 

while to apologize to a black man like Jim for lying to 

him. It is described as: 

“…I do believe he cared just  

   as much for his people as 
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 white folks do for Theirs’s.” 2 

 

It all starts with Huck's attitude about how he sees black men and slaves have 

changed. He thinks that Jim is human. The Irony is that it is the natural matter on 

in the world for people to love their families. But Huck is not made to do so for a 

black man. But Huck observes Jim and gives a statement in his favour which is 

thus:  

 

"I knowed he was white in side”, … 3 

 

Violence is also, a kind of racism. When Tom plans a secret oath for a band 

of robbers, the oath reads that every member must be loyal to the gang. If someone 

harms one of the members, every other member is appointed to take revenge and 

must do so it is 

described as:  

“Here's Huck Finn he hasn't (got no family) 

 what you going to do about him... so I  

Offered them Miss Watson-They could kill her" 4 

 

Everyone agrees with Tom's agreement which contains that he must remain royal 

to the group and will not reveal any secret. 

On the other hand, Huck is a boy who has a drunken father. Every day, he is locked 

up by his father alone in his hut. He is always beaten by his father when his father 

is drunk. Still Huck can't stand against his father and makes a scheme to run away 

it is described with a textual quote as:  

 

"But by and by pap not too handy  

with his hickory and I couldn't  

stand it I was all over welts”.  

 

Huck's father disappears for a longtime. When he returns, he is surprised to see the 

progress of Huck. He hears about Huck's fortune in the town. Huck has deposited 

the money with judge Thatcher.His father knows about it. He is also enthusiastic 

about Huck's money from judge Thatcher. The money will be used by Huck's father 

to drink whisky.  

Conclusion 

In conclusion, we may say that hat several kinds of racism start because of 

differences in skin colour which causes biological differences inherent is the human 

race. The racism in evident in the Huck fill’s character himself. It can be seen in 

how he relates to runaway Negro slave Jim Huck is simply a product of his 

environment and upbringing. Although he reflects the cruelty and injustice towards 
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black people, he in completely unaware that this is a wrong attitude that he should 

not do. 
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