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Abstract 

Traditional measures, such as brain size, have long been linked to quantifying cognitive ability in people. 

Although there has been a long-established correlation between brain size and IQ, recent studies have shown 

that this connection is far more complex. New research suggests that people may learn more about what 

influences people's cognitive abilities if a person broadens the scope of intelligence predictors beyond brain 

size. The organization and interconnection of the brain are essential factors to think about. The complex 

web of connections in the brain may be better understood with the use of neuroimaging tools like diffusion 

tensor imaging (DTI) and functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI). More telling than brain size may 

be the intricacy and efficacy of these neural networks in revealing cognitive capacities. Intelligence may be 

better understood when factors like synaptic plasticity, information processing efficiency, and the density of 

brain connections are taken into account. Cognitive talents are also greatly influenced by genetic factors. 

Researchers have been able to pinpoint certain genes linked to IQ because of advancements in genomics. 

The genetic foundation of intelligence may be better understood if researchers investigate the interactions 

between genes and cognitive function. This broader view offers a more comprehensive view of the complex 

nature of cognitive capacities, moving beyond conventional anatomical measurements. The main focus of 

the study is to examine quantifying cognitive abilities concerning expanding intelligence predictors in 

humans beyond brain size. In addition, the study also examines neuroimaging techniques that can provide 

more comprehensive insights into cognitive abilities. It also focuses on how Genetic Factors Influence 
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Cognitive Abilities how Can they be quantified and what role specific brain regions play in different 

cognitive domains. 

Keywords: Quantifying Cognitive Abilities, expanding Intelligence Predictors, Brain Size. 

Introduction 

Cognitive abilities and intelligence studies are essential to understanding the mind. Intelligence involves 

adaptability, learning, memory, reasoning, and problem-solving. Researchers study cognitive and behavioral 

processes to comprehend them. One reason people study intelligence is because it affects many aspects of 

life. IQ affects grades, promotions, and pleasure in school and work. Understanding cognitive skills may 

assist create individualized educational courses that improve learning environments and academic 

performance (Kotseruba, 2020). Researchers have traditionally concentrated on conventional IQ 

predictions, including brain size. More neurons or connections between neurons may improve cognitive 

abilities, supporting the idea that larger brains are smarter. However, intelligence is multifaceted and 

influenced by many factors, and brain size does not fully explain intellectual ability. 

Traditional IQ tests assess motor skills, sensory acuity, and reaction speed. Researchers assessed how 

strongly these markers predict IQ. Increased processing speed and cognitive efficiency may speed up 

reaction times. Because intelligence is a complex interplay of inherited, environmental, and neurological 

factors, these indicators should be used with caution, even if they give helpful insights (Bardach, 2020). 

Neuroimaging, genetics, and brain region function studies have expanded intelligence research beyond 

predictions. Genetics, psychology, and neuroscience have combined to create more complex intelligence 

theories. Research on intelligence and cognitive skills helps us understand the mind, shape education, and 

advance in many other fields (Seblova, 2020). Even while traditional intelligence forecasts like brain size 

have affected our understanding, a multifaceted approach that accounts for the complex interplay of human 

intelligence factors is necessary. Continuous research is helping us grasp intelligence, a complicated notion. 

Education, cognitive progress, and health are affected by this new understanding. 

Research question  

 What Neuroimaging Techniques Can Provide More Comprehensive Insights into Cognitive 

Abilities? 
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 How Do Genetic Factors Influence Cognitive Abilities and Can They Be Quantified? 

 What Role Do Specific Brain Regions Play in Different Cognitive Domains? 

Human intelligence is more nuanced and sophisticated than a simple measurement of brain size, which has 

long been thought of as a typical predictor of cognitive skills. Research into a wider range of variables 

allows for a more comprehensive understanding of the processes behind cognitive ability, expanding our 

understanding beyond the anatomical features of the brain. Different parts of the brain work together in 

complex networks to carry out different types of cognition. The uniqueness of these neuronal structures is 

lost when total brain volume is only considered (Deary, 2022). Researchers can zero in on the role of certain 

brain areas in various cognitive domains when they expand their investigation to include variables beyond 

brain size. By narrowing down on specific areas of the brain, people may better understand how the brain 

supports complicated cognitive processes and acquire a better picture of the neurological correlates of 

intelligence (Jansen, 2020). Furthermore, novel approaches to studying the brain's functional components 

have emerged as a result of developments in neuroimaging methods. Brain imaging tools like functional 

magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) and diffusion tensor imaging (DTI) enable scientists to study the brain's 

structure, connections, and activity patterns simultaneously. A more dynamic view of intelligence beyond 

the static measurement of brain size is offered by this trend towards functional evaluations, which improve 

the ability to identify and quantify the neural networks that underpin cognitive functions. 

To better understand the genetic components that contribute to cognitive ability, genetic studies should be 

included in intelligence research. Research into certain genes or genetic markers linked to intelligence 

allows scientists to measure the impact of genes on cognitive abilities. Rather than relying just on a link 

with brain size, this multidimensional approach takes into account the interaction between genes and the 

environment to provide a fuller picture of how intelligence is inherited (Hilger, 2020). In addition, the field 

of intelligence study is broadened when non-neural elements like sensory acuity and response speed are 

taken into account. While traditional predictors do provide some useful information, they often fail to 

account for these other aspects that affect cognitive function.  
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Literature Review 

1. Introduction to Intelligence Predictors  

According to Tikhomirova, (2020), researchers use intelligence predictors—quantifiable features or 

circumstances—to evaluate IQ. Scientific research into human cognition depends on these predictions, 

which allow them to study intellectual systems. Researchers strive to construct comprehensive models that 

capture all aspects of cognitive ability by identifying and investigating various markers to better comprehend 

intelligence. Cognitive capacity research depended on IQ forecasts for a long time. Brain size has been 

examined as an indication for years. A larger brain was thought to be smarter because it could handle more 

complex cognitive processes. The extensive study on this relationship is important, yet intelligence is 

complicated and affected by numerous factors. Simonoff, (2020) stated that since brain size alone cannot 

indicate intellectual complexity, researchers need a more sophisticated and comprehensive intelligence 

prediction technique. The prevalent idea is that a larger brain has more neurons and synapses, improving 

cognition. This is why brain size has traditionally been a predictor. Studies have shown that other factors, 

such as brain area structure, connectivity, and neuronal density, are equally as essential in determining 

cognitive capacity. Thus, researchers are currently studying more intelligence predictions that include 

genetic, functional, and structural brain factors. 

Deary, (2022) analyzed that modern intelligence prediction tools include neuroimaging, genetics, and 

cognitive processes. Besides size, diffusion tensor imaging (DTI) and functional magnetic resonance 

imaging (fMRI) provide researchers insights into the brain's structural integrity and functional connections. 

The genetic study recognizes hereditary characteristics and seeks to identify cognitive-related genes or 

markers. A more complete understanding requires considering factors beyond brain size, and this 

multidimensional approach reflects the growing knowledge that intelligence is a complex interplay of 

multiple components. Intelligence predictors are necessary to comprehend the mind. Traditional measures 

like brain size have advanced, but current research suggests a more holistic, multi-dimensional approach. 

Combining neuroimaging with genetic studies and studying cognitive processes may help researchers 

construct more accurate models that account for the many factors affecting intelligence. 
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2. Brain Size as a Traditional Intelligence Predictor  

Temeng, (2020) stated that brain size and intelligence have been studied extensively to understand the 

intricate link between cognitive abilities and brain anatomy. Early research suggests that larger brains can 

think more abstractly and solve more difficult issues. However, a detailed study of these studies 

demonstrates that our understanding of brain size and intelligence is nuanced and evolving. Researchers 

previously employed postmortem brain scans and volume studies to determine IQ-brain size correlations. 

Most studies indicated a favorable correlation between brain size and IQ. Due to insufficient sample sizes 

and other confounding issues in early studies, the connection has to be reevaluated. Researchers are using 

magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) and other neuroimaging approaches to get more accurate and non-

invasive brain anatomical measurements. Some of these studies stressed regional specialization, while 

others found a minor positive correlation between IQ and brain regions. It became obvious that brain size 

and IQ may vary by brain region. 

According to Jiang, (2020), meta-analyses also used data from other studies to reach conclusions. Age, sex, 

and cognitive domains affect the association, however overall brain size and IQ frequently have modest 

connections. Meta-analyses demonstrate that brain shape and cognitive capacity are complicated by grey 

and white matter quantities and neural connection patterns. Recent studies have deepened brain 

morphology's complexity. Besides size, researchers have examined cortical thickness, gyrification patterns, 

and structural integrity. This development reflects the growing recognition that a brain's design may be as 

essential as its quantity in determining its cognitive performance. 

Historical perspectives on the relationship between brain size and cognitive abilities  

Caeli, (2020) stated that over time, brain size and intellect have been seen differently. Paul Broca and Carl 

Wernicke, 1800s anthropologists and neurologists, believed a larger brain led to better intelligence. These 

pioneering researchers argued that cerebral cortex size may predict cognitive skills. Broca, who named the 

language processing area of the brain, observed that language abilities improved with its size. Wernicke 

studied how brain anatomy affects language. Their results supported the idea that a larger brain with well-

developed task areas may be linked to intelligence. In the middle of the 20th century, IQ and brain size 

research commonly used postmortem studies. Sir Cyril Burt and Raymond Pearl found a favorable 
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correlation between brain weight and IQ test scores. These studies were controversial due to methodological 

errors, sampling biases, and the omission of other crucial factors. 

According to Lövdén, (2020) in the middle of the 20th century, neuroimaging and sophisticated statistical 

analysis became more difficult. With non-invasive magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), the relationship 

between brain size and cognitive abilities is now more recognized. These technological advances allowed 

researchers to study brain volume, localized changes, and functional connections. The complex relationship 

between brain size and IQ emerged from the investigation. Studies began emphasizing regional uniqueness, 

which entails considering the diverse architecture and functions of different brain regions. Grey and white 

matter distribution, cortical thickness, and neural connection patterns affect cognitive function. These facts 

were just discovered. Modern theories on brain size and IQ acknowledge the complexity of cognitive 

abilities. Although there may be some similarities, scientists have realized that understanding intelligence 

requires a more sophisticated approach that considers several factors and brain architecture. From basic 

assumptions about brain size and intelligence to a more sophisticated and context-dependent understanding, 

neuroscientific research has evolved. 

According to Syaifullah, (2021), a major benefit of this strategy is its lengthy history of using brain size to 

predict intelligence. Early 1800s and 1900s research suggested that larger brains improved cognition. This 

historical background helps explain intelligence's development. Some studies have shown a slight positive 

correlation between total brain volume and cognitive ability. Bigger brains perform better in executive 

functioning, working memory, and problem-solving, particularly in the prefrontal cortex. Based on these 

findings, brain size may be useful for examining cognitive capacity. Brain size is a significant historical 

indication but not a perfect predictor. Oversimplification is a problem. Intelligence is a multi-domain 

construct, therefore reducing it to brain size misses the intricate web of factors that affect cognitive capacity. 

Nawabi, (2021) analyzed that due to the brain's complexity, size, and function, comprehending intelligence 

requires a more advanced approach. IQ and brain size are not perfectly correlated, according to research. 

Although some individuals with larger brains may not be smart, many with smaller brains fare well on 

cognitive exams. This mismatch highlights the importance of genetics, anatomical organization, and brain 

connections in cognitive assessment. Brain size alone doesn't account for individual differences, another 

drawback. Brain size cannot explain the huge variation of cognitive capacity in different persons. 
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Environment, experiences, and learning opportunities are crucial to intelligence, thus one must consider 

them to completely understand cognitive abilities. 

3. Critique of Traditional Intelligence Predictors  

Explores criticisms and challenges associated with relying solely on brain size  

According to Bijsterbosch, (2020) brain size alone as a measure of IQ is sometimes criticized for lacking 

information. Contrary to early findings, larger brains do not correlate with higher intelligence in all brain 

regions. Different neural networks and structures are involved in different cognitive activities, therefore 

brain size alone cannot predict sophisticated cognitive abilities. In addition to size, brain anatomy varies 

widely, therefore neuronal connectivity and complexity should be considered. Critics say a better 

understanding of intelligence requires studying synaptic connections, information processing, and cerebral 

route architecture, which are not measured by brain size. Conflicting scientific findings have compounded 

the brain size-IQ debate. Some studies have identified a modest positive association between total brain size 

and cognitive performance, whereas others have not. Due to these disparities, researchers are studying 

alternate predictors and confounding factors to test the relationship's reliability and generalizability. 

Korte, (2020) stated that regional brain size studies have added complications. Some cognitive functions 

may benefit from smaller brain regions than a bigger brain, according to studies. This includes the 

hippocampus and prefrontal cortex. This regional distinction puts doubt on the concept that brain size can 

accurately measure IQ globally. Brain size and IQ study outcomes and techniques are widely contested in 

science. Contrary to common opinion, larger brains do not inevitably mean smarter. Some scholars want to 

investigate brain regions and activity more closely. Some contend that confounding factors including subject 

age, study techniques, and socioeconomic position must be extensively examined to draw reliable findings 

about the association between brain size and cognitive capacity. Since the introduction of cutting-edge 

neuroimaging procedures, imaging modalities' validity and reliability have been debated. Questions about 

the generalizability of study findings from varied techniques, sample sizes, and statistical methods drive 

scientific disagreement. 
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