© 2024 IJNRD | Volume 9, Issue 6 June 2024| ISSN: 2456-4184 | INRD.ORG

ISSN : 2456-4184 ~

.. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NOVEL RESEARCH
‘ e AND DEVELOPMENT (IJNRD) | IJNRD.ORG
NRD An International Open Access, Peer-reviewed, Refereed Journal

Research Through Innovation

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INCREASING
CRIME RATES AND OTT PLATFORMS

Shipra Joshi,

Research Scholar, SAM University, India

Abstract: The rise of Over-The-Top (OTT) platforms has revolutionized the media consumption
landscape globally, offering a diverse range of content accessible at the convenience of the
viewer. However, the increasing prevalence of crime-themed shows and movies on these
platforms has sparked a debate about their potential influence on real-world crime rates. While
some argue that such content may inspire criminal behavior, others believe it merely reflects
societal issues. This research paper explores the relationship between increasing crime rates and
OTT platforms, examining the psychological impact of crime-related content, the role of these
platforms in shaping public perceptions, and the broader societal context.

Psychological Impact of Crime-Themed Content

The psychological impact of consuming crime-themed content is a key area of concern. Extensive
research in media psychology suggests that repeated exposure to violent content can desensitize
viewers to real-world violence, potentially lowering their empathy and increasing aggressive
behavior. The cultivation theory posits that long-term exposure to media content can shape
viewers' perceptions of reality. For instance, viewers who consume a significant amount of crime-
related content may develop a heightened sense of fear and mistrust, believing that crime is more
prevalent than it actually is.

However, the direct link between consuming crime-themed content on OTT platforms and
engaging in criminal activities is complex and not definitively established. The general aggression
model (GAM) suggests that while media violence can increase aggression in some individuals,
this is mediated by personal and situational factors such as personality traits, family environment,
and social influences. Therefore, while OTT platforms provide access to crime-themed content,
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their role in directly causing an increase in crime rates remains contentious and requires further
empirical investigation.

Shaping Public Perceptions

OTT platforms play a significant role in shaping public perceptions of crime and law
enforcement. Crime dramas, documentaries, and true-crime series often dramatize and
sensationalize criminal activities, which can skew public understanding of the nature and
frequency of crimes. These portrayals can influence viewers' attitudes towards crime, potentially
glorifying criminal behavior or instilling an exaggerated fear of becoming a victim.

Moreover, the portrayal of law enforcement and the justice system on these platforms can impact
public trust in these institutions. Positive depictions of law enforcement effectiveness can enhance
public confidence, while portrayals of corruption or incompetence can undermine it. This
dichotomy can influence how viewers perceive and interact with real-world legal and criminal
justice systems.

Broader Societal Context

It is essential to consider the broader societal context when examining the relationship between
OTT platforms and crime rates. Societal issues such as economic disparity, unemployment, social
inequality, and family dynamics play a crucial role in influencing crime rates. While media
consumption is a factor, it is not the sole determinant of criminal behavior.

OTT platforms, reflecting societal issues, often create content based on real-world events and
social conditions. The rise in crime-themed content could be a response to increasing public
interest in these topics rather than a cause of rising crime rates. Additionally, the interactive nature
of OTT platforms, where viewers can choose what to watch and when, means that consumers
actively seek out content that interests them, including crime-related shows.

Conclusion

The relationship between increasing crime rates and OTT platforms is complex and multifaceted.
While there is some evidence suggesting that exposure to crime-themed content can influence
viewers' perceptions and attitudes towards crime, the direct causation between such content and
real-world criminal behavior is not conclusively established. The broader societal context,
including economic and social factors, plays a significant role in determining crime rates. OTT
platforms, by offering a diverse range of content, reflect and sometimes amplify societal issues
but are not solely responsible for influencing crime rates. Further research is needed to explore
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this relationship in greater depth, considering the interplay of various psychological, social, and
economic factors.
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