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      Abstract 

 Edward Said, a great critic and theorist, belonged to the that of Arab which was in conflict with the Jewish 

community. He thoroughly studied the histoiry of this region and and conflict between the two different peoples. 

He explored the colonial process of the Western people in  the East, especially in the countries of the east. He 

further more explains how they created a false construct saying that people in the East  are all primitive and  

backward, uncultured and uncivilized". Based on this false construct created in the writings, they colonized the 

Eastern countries and established they their rule and exploited them to enrich themselves. His book Orientalism is 

about his theory that explains the process of colonizationm leading to the establishment of and imperialism. 

 Keywords: Edward Said, oriental occidental, colonization, construct, primitive etc.  

 Edward Said (born November 1, 1935, Jerusalem—died September 25, 2003, New York, New York, 

U.S.) Palestinian American academic, political activist, and literary critic who examined literature in light of 

social and cultural politics and was an outspoken proponent of the political rights of the Palestinian people and 

the creation of an independent Palestinian state. 

 His father, Wadie (William) Ibrahim, was a wealthy businessman who had lived some time in the United 

States and apparently, at some point, took U.S. citizenship. His mother was Hilda.  In 1947 Wadie moved the 

family from Jerusalem to Cairo in order to avoid the conflict that was beginning over the United Nations partition 

of Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab areas (see Arab-Israeli wars). In Cairo, Said was educated in English-

language schools before transferring to the exclusive Northfield Mount Hermon School in Massachusetts in the 

United States in 1951. He attended Princeton University (B.A., 1957) and Harvard University (M.A., 1960; Ph.D., 

1964), where he specialized in English literature. He joined the faculty of Columbia University as a lecturer in 

English in 1963 and in 1967 was promoted to assistant professor of English and comparative literature. He got 
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married twice- first marriage was for one y ear and the second one lasted till his death in 2003. His first 

book, Joseph Conrad and the Fiction of Autobiography (1966), was an expansion of his doctoral thesis. The book 

examines Conrad’s short stories and letters for the underlying tension of the author’s narrative style; it is 

concerned with the cultural dynamics of beginning a work of literature or scholarship. 

Said was born on 1 November 1935 into a family of Palestinian Christians in the city of Jerusalem, at the time 

under the British Mandate for Palestine. His parents were born in the Ottoman Empire: his mother Hilda Said (née 

Musa) was half Palestinian and half Lebanese, and was raised in the city of Nazareth; and his father Wadie 

"William" Said was a Jerusalem-based Palestinian businessman. Both Hilda and Wadie were Arab Christians, 

adhering to Protestantism. During World War I, Wadie served in the American Expeditionary Forces, 

subsequently earning United States citizenship for himself and his immediate family.  

In 1919, Wadie and his cousin established a stationery business in Cairo, Egypt. Although he was raised 

Protestant, Said became an agnostic in his later years.  

Said's childhood was split between Jerusalem and Cairo: he was enrolled in Jerusalem's St. George's School, a 

British boys' school run by the local Anglican Diocese, but stopped going to his classes when growing 

intercommunal violence between Palestinian Arabs and Palestinian Jews made it too dangerous for him to 

continue attending, prompting his family to leave Jerusalem at the onset of the 1947–1949 Palestine War. By the 

late 1940s, Said was in Alexandria, enrolled at the Egyptian branch of Victoria College, where "classmates 

included Hussein of Jordan, and the Egyptian, Syrian, Jordanian, and Saudi Arabian boys whose academic careers 

would progress to their becoming ministers, prime ministers, and leading businessmen in their respective 

countries." However, he was expelled in 1951 for troublesome behaviour, though his academic performance was 

high. Having relocated to the United States, Said attended Northfield Mount Hermon School in Massachusetts—a 

socially élite, college-prep boarding school where he struggled with social alienation for a year. Nonetheless, he 

continued to excel academically and achieved the rank of either first (valedictorian) or second (salutatorian) out 

of a class of 160 students.  

In retrospect, he viewed being sent far from the Middle East as a parental decision much influenced by "the 

prospects of deracinated people, like us the Palestinians, being so uncertain that it would be best to send me as far 

away as possible." The realities of peripatetic life—of interwoven cultures, of feeling out of place, and of 

homesickness—so affected the schoolboy Edward that themes of dissonance feature in the work and worldview 

of the academic Said.  At school's end, he had become Edward W. Said—a polyglot intellectual (fluent in English, 

French, and Arabic). He graduated with an A.B. in English from Princeton University in 1957 after completing a 

senior thesis titled "The Moral Vision: André Gide and Graham Greene." He later received Master of Arts (1960) 

and Doctor of Philosophy (1964) degrees in English Literature from Harvard University. In 1963, Said 

joined Columbia University as a member of the English and Comparative Literature faculties, where he taught 

and worked until 2003. In 1974, he was Visiting Professor of Comparative Literature at Harvard; during the 
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1975–76 period, he was a Fellow of the Center for Advanced Study in Behavioral Science, at Stanford University. 

In 1977, he became the Parr Professor of English and Comparative Literature at Columbia University, and 

subsequently was the Old Dominion Foundation Professor in the Humanities; and in 1979 was Visiting Professor 

of Humanities at Johns Hopkins University  

Said also worked as a visiting professor at Yale University, and lectured at more than 200 other universities in 

North America, Europe, and the Middle East. In 1992, Said was promoted to full professor. Editorially, Said 

served as president of the Modern Language Association, as editor of the Arab Studies Quarterly in the American 

Academy of Arts and Sciences, on the executive board of International PEN, and was a member of the American 

Academy of Arts and Letters, the Royal Society of Literature, the Council of Foreign Relations, and the American 

Philosophical Society. In 1993, Said presented the BBC's annual Reith Lectures, a six-lecture series 

titled Representation of the Intellectual, wherein he examined the role of the public intellectual in contemporary 

society, which the BBC published in 2011.  

In his work, Said frequently researches the term and concept of the cultural archive, especially in his book Culture 

and Imperialism (1993). He states the cultural archive is a major site where investments in imperial conquest are 

developed, and that these archives include "narratives, histories, and travel tales." Said emphasizes the role of the 

Western imperial project in the disruption of cultural archives, and theorizes that disciplines such as comparative 

literature, English, and anthropology can be directly linked to the concept of empire. 

 Edward Said, a Palestine-American critic, theorist and philosopher, became an established with the 

seminal work  Orientalism (1978), a critique of Orientalism as the source of the false cultural representations in 

east-west relations. The thesis of Orientalism proposes the existence of a "subtle and persistent Eurocentric 

prejudice against Arabo–Islamic peoples and their culture", that originates from Western culture's long tradition 

of false, romanticized images of Asia, in general, and the Middle East in particular. Said wrote that such cultural 

representations have served as implicit justifications for the colonial and imperial ambitions of the European 

powers and of the U.S. Likewise, Said gave up the political and the cultural malpractices of the régimes of the 

ruling Arab élites whom he felt internalized the false and romanticized representations of Arabic culture that were 

created by Anglo–American Orientalists. 

 Orientalism  proposed that much western study of Islamic civilization was political intellectualism, which 

meant for the self-affirmation of European identity, rather than objective academic study; thus, the academic field 

of Oriental studies functioned as the practical method of cultural discrimination and imperialist domination—that 

is to say, the Western Orientalist knows more about "the Orient" than do "the Orientals."   The idealized Oriental 

world of The Reception of the Ambassadors in Damascus (1511). 

 The western art, Orientalism continues, has misrepresented the Orient with stereotypes since Antiquity, as 

in the tragedy  The Persians (472 BCE), by Aeschylus, where the Greek protagonist falls because he 

misperceived the true nature of The Orient.   The European political domination of Asia has biased even the most 
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outwardly objective western texts about The Orient, to a degree unrecognized by the western scholars who 

appropriated for themselves the production of cultural knowledge—the academic work of studying, exploring, 

and interpreting the languages, histories, and peoples of Asia. Therefore, Orientalist scholarship implies that 

the colonial subaltern (i.e., the colonized people) were incapable of thinking, acting, or speaking for themselves, 

thus are incapable of writing their own national histories. In such imperial circumstances, the Orientalist scholars 

of the west wrote the history of the Orient—and so constructed the modern, cultural identities of Asia—from the 

perspective that the west is the cultural standard to emulate, the norm from which the "exotic and inscrutable" 

Orientals deviate.  

 Orientalism provoked much professional and personal criticism for Said among academics. Traditional 

Orientalists, such as Albert Hourani, Robert Graham Irwin, Nikki Keddie, Bernard Lewis, and Kanan Makiya, 

suffered negative consequences, because Orientalism  affected public perception of their intellectual integrity and 

the quality of their Orientalist scholarship. The historian Keddie said that Said's critical work about the field of 

Orientalism had caused, in their academic disciplines: "Some unfortunate consequences ... I think that there has 

been a tendency in the Middle East [studies] field to adopt the word Orientalism as a generalized swear-word, 

essentially referring to people who take the "wrong" position on the Arab–Israeli dispute, or to people who are 

judged "too conservative." It has nothing to do with whether they are good or not good in their disciplines. 

So, Orientalism, for many people, is a word that substitutes for thought, and enables people to dismiss certain 

scholars and their works.  I think that is too bad. It may not have been what Edward Saïd meant, at all, but the 

term has become a kind of slogan. 

— Approaches to the History of the Middle East (1994), pp. 144–45. 

 In Orientalism, Said described Bernard Lewis, the Anglo–American Orientalist, as "a perfect 

exemplification [of an] Establishment Orientalist [whose work] purports to be objective, liberal scholarship, but 

is, in reality, very close to being propaganda against his subject material." Lewis responded with a harsh critique 

of Orientalism accusing Said of politicizing the scientific study of the Middle East (and Arabic studies in 

particular); neglecting to critique the scholarly findings of the Orientalists; and giving "free rein" to his biases. 

Said retorted that in The Muslim Discovery of Europe (1982), Lewis responded to his thesis with the claim that 

the Western quest for knowledge about other societies was unique in its display of disinterested curiosity, which 

Muslims did not reciprocate towards Europe. Lewis was saying that "knowledge about Europe [was] the only 

acceptable criterion for true knowledge." The appearance of academic impartiality was part of Lewis's role as an 

academic authority for zealous "anti–Islamic, anti–Arab, Zionist, and Cold War crusades." Moreover, in the 

Afterword to the 1995 edition of the book, Said replied to Lewis's criticisms of the first edition 

of Orientalism (1978).  

 In the academy, Orientalism became a foundational text of the field of post-colonial studies, for what the 

British intellectual Terry Eagleton said is the book's "central truth ... that demeaning images of the East, and 
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imperialist incursions into its terrain, have historically gone hand in hand." Both Said's supporters and his critics 

acknowledge the transformative influence of Orientalism upon scholarship in the humanities; critics say that the 

thesis is an intellectually limiting influence upon scholars, whilst supporters say that the thesis is intellectually 

liberating. The fields of post-colonial and cultural studies attempt to explain the "post-colonial world, its peoples, 

and their discontents", for which the techniques of investigation and efficacy in Orientalism, proved especially 

applicable in Middle Eastern studies.  

 As such, the investigation and analysis Said applied in Orientalism proved especially practical in literary 

criticism and cultural studies, such as the post-colonial histories of India by Gyan Prakash, Nicholas 

Dirks and Ronald Inden, modern Cambodia by Simon Springer, and the literary theories of Homi K. Bhabha, 

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak and Hamid Dabashi (Iran: A People Interrupted, 2007). In Eastern Europe, Milica 

Bakić–Hayden developed the concept of 'Nesting Orientalisms' (1992), derived from the ideas of the historian 

Larry Wolff (Inventing Eastern Europe: The Map of Civilization on the Mind of the Enlightenment, 1994) and 

Said's ideas in Orientalism (1978). The Bulgarian historian Maria Todorova (Imagining the Balkans, 1997) 

presented the ethnologic concept of Nesting Balkanisms (Ethnologia Balkanica, 1997), which is derived from 

Milica Bakić–Hayden's concept of Nesting Orientalisms.  

 In The Impact of "Biblical Orientalism" in Late Nineteenth- and Early Twentieth-Century 

Palestine (2014), the historian Lorenzo Kamel, presented the concept of "Biblical Orientalism" with an historical 

analysis of the simplifications of the complex, local Palestinian reality, which occurred from the 1830s until the 

early 20th century. Kamel said that the selective usage and simplification of religion, in approaching the place 

known as "The Holy Land", created a view that, as a place, the Holy Land has no human history other than as the 

place where Bible stories occurred, rather than as Palestine, a country inhabited by many peoples. 

 The post-colonial discourse presented in Orientalism, also influenced post-colonial theology and post-

colonial biblical criticism, by which method the analytical reader approaches a scripture from the perspective of a 

colonial reader. Another book in this area is Postcolonial Theory (1998), by Leela Gandhi, explains Post-

colonialism in terms of how it can be applied to the wider philosophical and intellectual context of history. 
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