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Abstract: This study has been undertaken to assess the knowledge of high school students on swine flu with the view to develop
information guide sheet. The objectives of the study were to assess the knowledge on swine flu among high school students, to find
out association of knowledge with their selected socio- demographic variables and also to develop an information module on swine
flu. A descriptive survey research design was adopted for the present study. the study was conducted on 50 samples in MP&EEW
school, Sheela Nagar. the data was collected using self-administered questionnaire and analyzed using descriptive statistics. the
study revealed that 94% of the respondents had inadequate knowledge ,6 percent of them had moderately adequate knowledge.
However, nobody had adequate knowledge on swine flu. The mean score was12.44 with a standard deviation of 1.87
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INTRODUCTION

“Catch it bin it kill it”

Influenza is truly an international disease it occurs in all the countries and affects millions of people every year. Its behavior is
unpredictable. It may occur in several forms. It may occur in pandemics every 10-15 years due to major antigenic changes. Scientists
and policy makers are concerned about the emerging influenza pandemic for which there are no sufficient antiviral medications. At
the onset of the outbreak in 2April 2009, a new strain of influenza virus HIN1 emerged commonly around the world.

Swine influenza or swine flu is a highly contagious respiratory disease of pigs caused by one of several swine influenza A virus
H1N1. The virus was first identified in Mexico in April 2009. Evidence that this new strain could pass from human to human led
the world Health Organization to quickly raise its pandemic alert level to phases (29th April 2009), sending "a strong signal to
finalize the organization, communication and implementation of the planned mitigation measures. In June, the alert was
subsequently raised to phase 6, indicating that a full global pandemic was underway.

As of 6 August 2009, the WHO reported,77,457 laboratory confirmed cases of influenza A HIN1 and, 462 deaths. India was no
exception, and many deaths were reported in metropolitan cities such as Mumbai, Pune and Bangalore. Mitigation measures in
India have so far focused on identifying, treating and isolating people who have the disease and educating the public about steps
that individuals can take to reduce the risk of transmission.

Recommendations include using tissues when sneezing washing hands regularly with soap and water and setting up a network of
the flu friends to provide mutual assistance when someone becomes ill. A great deal of cooperation from the public is required to
successfully implement these measures.so, It is really important to have knowledge about the swine flu and the precautions to
prevent this disease.

NEED OF THE STUDY.

Swine influenza or swine flu is a highly contagious respiratory disease of pigs caused by one of several swine influenza A virus
H1N1.There are a number of things that we can do to prepare our self and those around us for the pandemic. It is important to think
about the challenges that might face, particularly if an epidemic is rigorous. ‘During an infectious diseases outbreak, it is critical to
learn as much as possible about the concern, knowledge, attitudes and behavior of public. The investigator believes that school
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children form a major part of the community and that they are fundamental in disseminating information to the remaining
community.

Hence, the investigator thought that it is apt to assess the knowledge of high school students on swine flu so that the knowledge
gaps may be filled in through the information module developed as a part of this study.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The methodology of research consists of approach of the study, sample of the study, data and sources of data, study’s
variables and analytical framework. The following details are discussed below:

3.1Population and Sample

In the present study the population was selected were high school students and the samples were 50 high school students
selected from Milk Producers and Employee Welfare School Sheela Nagar school, Sheela Nagar through convenience sampling.
3.2 Data and Sources of Data

The data collection period was from 6/9/2010 to 7/9/2010. Data was collected through self-administered questionnaire.

3.3 conceptual framework

Variables of the study contains dependent and independent variable. The study used pre-specified method for the selection
of variables. The conceptual framework offers a comprehensive outlook for the fields of nursing administration, research, and
education. The conceptual framework utilized for the study was General Open System model (1968) by Karl Ludwig von
Bertalanffy. The main concept of the General Open System model is input, throughput and output. Input refers to matter, energy
and information that enters into the system through boundaries. Throughput refers to processing, where the system performs the
energy and information. Output refers to matter, energy and information that are processed. Feedback refers to the environment
responds to the system; output used by the system in the adjustment, correction and accommodation to the interaction with the
environment.

3.4 Analysis and Interpretation

The data obtained from the participants were coded numerically, tabulated, and entered into a spreadsheet in order to
achieve the stated objectives of the study. Both descriptive and inferential statistical analysis were used to analyze the data. The
interpretation of analyzed data given as follows:

Table 3.4.2 Frequency and percentage distribution of participants according to their socio-demographic variables
(N =50)

SI No Demographic Variables Frequency (f) | Percentage (%)
1 Age in Years

11 years 9 18%

12 years 12 24%

13 years 21 42%

14 years 8 16%
2 Gender

Male 35 70%

Female 15 30%
3 Educational Status

8" standard 27 54%

9 1 standard 23 46%
4 Type of family

Joint 15 30%

nuclear 45 70%
6 Source of Information

friends 22 44%

newspaper 11 22%

television 13 26%

elders 4 8%
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Table2: data analysis and distribution of respondents according to knowledge score

SL | DEMOGRAPHIC KNOWLEDGE TOTAL PERCENTAGE
NO | VARIABLE INADEQUATE | MODERATELY | ADEQUATE
ADEQUATE
N % N % N %
1 Age in Years
11 years 4 8 1 2 0 0 5 10
12 years 6 12 1 2 0 0 7 14
13 years 26 52 1 2 0 0 27 54
14 years 11 22 0 0 0 0 11 22
2 Gender
Male 33 66 2 4 0 0 35 70
Female 14 28 1 2 0 0 15 30
3 Educational Status
8" standard 20 40 2 4 0 0 22 44
9 t standard 27 54 1 2 0 0 28 56
4 Type of family
Joint 14 28 1 2 0 0 15 30
nuclear 34 68 1 2 0 0 35 70
5 Source of
Information
friends 20 40 2 4 0 0 22 44
newspaper 11 22 0 0 0 0 11 22
television 13 26 1 2 0 0 14 28
elders 3 10 0 0 0 0 3 6

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The findings of the study reveals that 94 percent of the respondents had inadequate knowledge, 6 percent of them had moderately
adequate knowledge and nobody had adequate knowledge on Swine flu .The total range of score was 0-25. The total mean was
12.44 with a standard deviation of 1.87. 80 percent of 11 years of age and 85.7 percent of 12 years of age, 96.3 percent of 13
years of age and all the samples of 14 year of age had inadequate knowledge on Swine flu.20 percent of 11 year and 14,3 percent
of 12 years and 3.7 percent of 13 years had moderately adequate knowledge on Swine flu. No respondent had adequate
knowledge on Swine flu.

90.9 percent 7th standard and 96.4 percent of 8th standard students had inadequate knowledge on Swine flu.9.percent 7th standard
student and 3.6 percent standard student had moderately adequate knowledge on Swine flu.

94.3percentage males and 93.3percentage females had inadequate knowledge on Swine flu and 5.7percentage males and 6.7
percentage females had moderately adequate knowledge on Swine flu. 97.1percent of the respondents living in nuclear families and
93.7 percent of respondents living in joint families had inadequate knowledge on Swine flu.2.9 percent of them belonging to nuclear
families and 6.3 percent of them belonging to joint families had moderately adequate knowledge on Swine flu. Mean :12.44,Median:
12.5,Mode: 1.87
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