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Abstract: Anthony Doerr is an American author was born on 27 October 1973 in Cleveland, Ohio. His works short 

stories and novels won five O. Henry Prizes. His first collection of short stories The Shell Collector and his debut novel 

About Grace are the most famous. His works translated into forty languages.  The novel All the Light We Cannot See 

portrays the highlights in the background of World War II. Marie, a blind French girl, a protagonist despite her 

blindness, her intellectual curiosity gives her a deep grasp. This serves as a shield for her struggles. Werner, a German 

boy, a protagonist who joins the Nazi army by his radio proficiency. His loyalty to his country, his knowledge of the 

horrors committed by the Nazi, it cause him to struggle morally. Cultural knowledge provides a sense of identity in the 

face of occupation, just like Marie’s links to French background does. The title alludes to unknown information, which 

is indicative of the moral dilemmas and concealed facts. Knowledge influences morality, survival and decision making 

throughout the lime light of the significant effects of war on people’s life. The novel acknowledges the horror of the 

conflict and the ways how individuals struggle to survive and to find their destiny. This paper includes the knowledge 

able experts and their struggles to defeat the German force’s dominance. This has nothing to do with the war in its 

purest form. The story is mainly deals with the diamond The Sea of Flames. Knowledge of science and technology 

allows from mining enslavement. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The novel ALL THE LIGHT WE CANNOT SEE owns a Pulitzer Prize and also The Andrew Carnegie Medal 

for Fiction in (2015). This story mainly focuses on three prime characters. They are Marie-Laure Leblanc, Daniel 

Leblanc and Werner Pfennig. 

 One of the key characters Werner Pfennig, is especially impacted by the advances in science and technology 

during this period. He joins the Hitler Youth Academy and then the Nazi army, where his aptitude for radios and 

electronics helps him advance to the rank of radio operator. Werner’s technological expertise not only provides him 

with prospects for growth but also links him to the war machine. His awareness of the potentially destructive nature of 

the technology he assists in operating heightens his moral dilemma. 

 The story also looks at the wider impacts of technological innovation and scientific advancement in times of 

war. The creation of new weaponry, including bombs and radar systems, influences the tactics and strategies used by 

both sides in a fights. The protagonist’s lives are devastated by this improvement in armament, which highlights the 

wider impacts of scientific growth in the setting of conflict. 

In the novel All the Light We Cannot See, the author explores the theme of cause and effect through the 

intertwining stories of two young individuals, Marie-Laure and Werner. The setting is executed during World War II, 

the novel delves into the consequences of their actions and the impact of their choices on their lives and the lives of 

those around them. Marie-Laure, a blind French girl, and Werner, a German orphan with a talent for engineering, 
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navigate the tumultuous landscape of war, their paths converge in unexpected ways, highlighting the intricate web of 

cause and effect that shapes their fates. 

Marie-Laure is a French blind girl who stands for the survival and as a talented girl who reads Radio 

broadcasting about the codding and the messages through Radio. Werner a clever boy who shows interest to learn about 

Science and Technology and he is also known for Radio broadcasting. Marie’s father, Daniel who motivates Marie, the 

Heroine of the story for losing her eyesight. Her father who actually works as a Locksmith at the Museum of Natural 

History.  When Marie at her age of six she losses her eyesight and her father builds her a great miniature model of the 

nearby. So that she learns to navigate by touch and then by memory. 

Marie-Laure’s bond with her father and Werner’s friendship with his fellow soldiers demonstrate how 

interpersonal dynamics could shape individual choices and outcomes. The novel highlights the interconnectedness of 

human experiences, illustrating how one person's actions could set off a chain reaction that reverberates across time 

and space. 

At her age of twelve the Nazis invade into France. Something Marie senses that she can smell the fresh ink. 

Five streets away from the Marie’s house. It also delves into the ripple effect of human connections, portraying how 

relationships will alter the course of one’s life.  A German soldier Werner Pfennig is trapped. Both Marie and her father 

evoke from Paris to Saint-Malo where Marie’s uncle lives in a tall house near the seaside. They carried the precious 

jewel with them named the Sea of Flames it is a valuable and dangerous diamond. The novel vividly portrays the cause 

and effect of war, illustrating how political decisions and societal pressures impact the lives of ordinary individuals. 

Through Marie-Laure and Werner’s experience, readers witnesses the ripple effects of historical events and the 

profound influence of larger forces on personal destinies. The characters’ actions are driven by their circumstances, 

leading to both intended and unintended consequences that reverberate throughout the narrative. 

Although Hauptmann has discovered that Werner is actually eighteen, when Werner is just fifteen years old. 

Volkheimer, a massive boy who outperformed him in school and assisted with testing the triangulation project, is his 

squad leader. Their squad searches the countryside for unauthorized radio transmissions using the technology. Werner 

designs, and they execute anyone discovered in their vicinity. They accidentally kill a mother and a cute small girl on 

one assignment. Werner is haunted by the girl’s death. 

Werner’s group travels to Saint-Malo in search of the transmitter number codes following a series of grueling 

operations in 1943 and 1944. In Saint-Malo, Von Rumpel a villain of the story who is very ambitious to succeed to his 

desire of power. Marie-Laure is confronted by him at the cave. She is aware that he limps. She tells him she has nothing 

of value. For the time being, at least, he departs. When she discovers the stone in the tiny cottage, she considers putting 

it back in the ocean because whomever keeps the diamond and they will imprison by Nazi Party. 

  The last remaining Nazi strongholds against the oncoming Allies is Saint-Malo. Even though Werner finds the 

broadcast source, he chooses not to report Etienne because he knows his voice. He is his childhood’s radio science 

professor. The novel’s central theme that so much potential is squandered to war is emphasized by Werner. Etienne 

suffers from post-traumatic stress disorder during World War I as a result of witnessing his dear brother Henri perish 

in combat. The Le-Blance are signalmen, with their background in science and radio waves. With his brother’s passing, 

Etienne withdraws from society and becomes a recluse, losing any knowledge or creations that his scientific mind 

would have produced. For Werner, who may have gone on to create a great deal of amazing and practical inventions, 

this is much more true.  

Frederick has to keep his spectacles hidden from the Schulpforta professors and students because he could see 

things that others refuse to acknowledge. He too might have achieved great things because of his love towards birds 

and stars, and his tremendous empathy for living things make him an amazing adult. Rather, having been compelled to 

attend Schulpforta due to his parents’ ambition to climb the Nazi hierarchy, he is stuck in his damaged brain. 

Throughout the novel, author Anthony Doerr skilfully illustrates how seemingly small choices could ripple outward, 

creating a web of interconnected events that shape the characters’ destinies. From Marie-Laure’s decision to carry her 

great-uncle’s key to Werner’s choice to follow orders, each action sets off a chain of events that reverberates through 

the lives of those around them. The novel masterfully captures the butterfly effect, demonstrating how individual 

decisions can have profound and unforeseen consequences. 

  Their paths intersect in unexpected ways, and their fates become intertwined through a series of cause-and-

effect events. For Marie-Laure, the cause of her blindness sets off a chain reaction of events that ultimately lead her to 

seek refuge in the walled city of Saint-Malo. Meanwhile, Werner’s aptitude for radio technology sets him on a trajectory 
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that ultimately leads him to Saint-Malo as well, where his actions have profound effects on the lives of those around 

him.  

Among his classmates, Werner Pfennig stands out for having a sharp scientific mind. Werner’s, who raised in 

a German mining village, exhibits a natural ability to comprehend and control his physical surroundings. He 

demonstrates an early interest in radios and electronics, fiddling with abandoned gear to figure out how it works. 

When Werner is hired by the Nazi government due to his extraordinary engineering and radio technology 

abilities, his scientific knowledge is made clear. He does exceptionally well academically at the elite military academy, 

becoming an expert in radio transmission and electrical engineering. His proficiency ultimately makes him an 

invaluable member of the German Army, entrust with the responsibility of locating resistance signals throughout 

Europe. 

Marie-Laure and Werner have rather different backgrounds, but they both have a strong respect for the ability 

of radio to break down barriers and create relationships. In an uncertain environment, Marie-Laure finds solace and 

information from the radio, which gives her a feeling of community. For Werner, it is way out of limitations of his 

surroundings and a step toward a better future albeit one that grows more and more morally dubious as the conflict 

goes on. 

Meantime, when the story progresses, both protagonists turn to radio transmission as a tool of resistance against 

the oppressive and despotic powers. Marie-Laure uses her understandings of radio frequencies and Morse code to 

covertly send messages to the French resistance, providing crucial intelligence to the Allied forces. Werner, on the 

other hand, struggles with his conscience while assigned to trace resistance signals throughout Europe. He is divided 

between his moral compass and his nation’s commitment. 

The non-linear narrative format of Anthony Doerr’s All the Light We Cannot See is one possible disadvantage. 

The narrative alternates between multiple character points of view and historical periods, which could occasionally be 

difficult for readers especially those who would rather a simple chronological plot. For some readers this narrative style 

could take away from the stories overall cohesion and flow, making it difficult to connect with the characters and their 

growth. Furthermore, the novel’s tempo may seem slow to certain readers because it places a strong emphasis on 

introspective reading and descriptive passages rather than action packed scenes. Overall, those looking for a more 

traditional reading experience may find the novel’s non-linear structure challenging even though it can be visually 

interesting. 

Anthony Doerr’s All the Light We Cannot See has the advantage of having rich vivid prose that draws readers 

in and makes it easy for them to fully immerse themselves in the environment and characters. Doerr’s poetic prose 

skilfully conjures up the mood of Europe during World War II, creating vivid pictures of the characters mental and 

physical environments. 

The characters depth and intricacy is another benefit. The book delves deeply into the inner desires, conflict 

and personal development of it is heroes, Marie-Laure and Werner as they navigate the turbulent times of the war. 

Their adventures captivate readers, who cannot help but cheer for their victories and feel sympathy for their struggles. 

War and knowledge entwine in All the Light We Cannot See demonstrating their dual nature as instruments of 

both enlightenments and destruction. Characters like Werner become enmeshed in the war machine towards the end, 

exposing the disastrous effects of using knowledge to gain power. But in the middle of the mayhem it also emphasizes 

the healing value of empathy and human connection. The novel shows via Marie-Laure and Werner that although war 

could be damaging in the end it is empathy and compassion that provide hope and fortitude in the face of hardship. 

             

            Works Cited 

 Doerr, Anthony. All the Light We Cannot See. New York, Ny, Scribner, 2017. 

           “All the Light We Cannot See.” Goodreads, www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/18143977. 

            Doerr, Anthony. All the Light We Cannot See. 2014. Rock Island, Il, Rock Island Public Library, 6 May 2014. 

 Doerr, Anthony. All the Light We Cannot See. 2014. Rock Island, Il, Rock Island Public Library, 6 May 2014. 

DOERR’S ALL the LIGHT WE CANNOT SEE. 2020. anon. “Microsoft - Search.” 

Herdianti, S.S, Monica. MARIE-LAURE’S STRUGGLE as BLIND TEENAGER in ANTHONY 

 https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/a/all-the-light-we-cannot-see/book-summary-all-the-light-we-cannot-see 

Www.bing.com, 2022, www.bing.com/ck/a? 

http://www.ijrti.org/

