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Abstract 

It is an exploratory study following qualitative approach to trace the philosophical conceptions of Dr. 

Mohammad Iqbal scattered in his poetic and prose works relating to Islamic values and education. Method of 

content analysis was supported by the informal discussion with the scholars working on Iqbal in the Universities 

of India and Pakistan. Emerging themes from the teachings of Iqbal may guide the policy makers to revisit the 

education policy in the light of teachings of great poet-philosopher. It may help to eradicate misconceptions 

about Islamic ideology and emerging stereotyped buzzword of Islamophobia. It may also guide the policy 

makers to formulate an educational policy that may solve the social, economic, educational and security related 

problems of the Muslim nations and a step-forward to present a true image of the ideology of Islam and of 

Pakistani nation to the world.  

Introduction  

History is nothing else but a record of the lives of great human beings who leave indelible impression on the 

Earth planet, and so is the case of Dr. Allama Mohammad Iqbal. His message in the form of poetry is not only 

inspiration and guidance for the whole Muslim world in general, but also for the entire universe. In-spite of 

doing momentous progress in different fields, human beings are still in search of peace, tranquility, harmony 

and goodwill for one another. It is well said that human beings have learnt how to fly like a bird in the sky, dive 

like a fish in the depth of sea, but they have yet to learn how to live like human beings on the planet earth. 

Education is only panacea to solve the problems faced by contemporary world, and our religion has laid great 

importance on education too, the Quran says: Read in the name of thy Lord who created man from the clot of 
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blood; Are those who know, equal to those who know not? The Holy Prophet (SAW) said, “To get education is 

compulsory for every male and female.” It is a great tragedy of today that the Muslims are the most illiterate 

people on the planet Earth and far behind as compared to other nations in the field of Science and Technology. 

Some part of the Western world by and large looks at them as uncivilized, barbaric, terrorist, inhuman and 

indoctrinated to force their faith on the entire world”1. This paper is an attempt to revisit the teaching of the 

great poet-philosopher to collect some guidelines for the education of the youth of today’s world. It will help us 

not only to eradicate the misconceptions about Islam and its basic tenants, but also guide us to formulate 

educational policy that really arouse, sustain and perpetuate desire among the Muslim youth to actualize their 

full potential to lead a life of respectable, responsible and productive members of the international community.  

 Objectives of the study The objectives of the study are:  

1. To explore the viewpoint of Dr. Mohammad Iqbal about the education based on Islamic world view in the 

light of his poetic and prose work. 

 2. To correct certain misconceptions about the education system based on Islamic perspective. 

 The current exploratory study using qualitative approach focused to trace the philosophical conceptions of 

relating to education found in his books: Zarb-i-Kaleem, Armaghan-i-Hajaz, Javed Nama, Israr-i-Kuddi, Bangi 

Dara, Bal-e-Jibreel, Reconstruction of Religious thoughts in Islam. The method of Content Analyses was 

supported through informal discussion with the eminent scholars on Iqbal working in the different universities 

of sub-continent. The topics for informal discussion were message of Iqbal for Muslim youth, Iqbal as an 

educationist, pondered on the concept of knowledge and concept of struggle. The emerging themes from the 

content analyses and informal discussion were categorized as conclusions and recommendations of the study. 

 Content Analyses:  

Philosophical teachings of the great poet have many important lessons for the educational system of the world 

and likewise for the whole Muslim world as his message are always universal and appealing. Iqbal teaches and 

emphasized on Muslim youth to live active life and not the passive life of contemplation. He believes that this 

universe is in the process of evolution. It is not complete in itself and matter is continuously changing and 

moving towards its perfection. Those things that are without movement, they do not survive. “The survival of 

life depends on continuous actions on the part of human beings. The progress of the Western world is solely 

dependent on this basic principle. Those things that stop movement become useless and die away before time. 

Iqbal advises the Muslim youth to lead the life of action which is a continuous process of self-actualization. In 

this respect, the education system of Muslim countries may arouse, sustain and perpetuate sense of desire that 

                                                           
1 A. Anwar Beg, “The Poet of the East” Iqbal Academy Pakistan, 2004. 
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consequently demands actions and work on the part of people”.2 It is the clear message of Islam that only belief 

without action is not sufficient for the success in this world as well as in the coming world. Iqbal demands such 

actions on the part of the Muslim youth that are not temporary, superficial but have lasting impression on life.  

The life of actions and struggle is not without hardships, obstacles and challenges. It is for us to take up the 

challenges and overcome them. These obstacles in the way of great human beings polish their abilities and 

support them to move forward. Life is not a garden where there are no snares, and these snares may not frighten 

us. Snares of today, we see in the form of oppression of post colonial powers against religious minorities, 

Kashmir and Palestine is still bleeding, terrorism, corruption, accumulation of power and wealth are in the few 

hands, exploitation from the fittest. But we need not be worry about them and try to face and overcome these 

challenges bravely and wisely. We may overcome these problems by developing the capabilities of Qalb-o- 

nazar (heart and insight), zowq-o showk (delight and curiosity), dardi-o- souz (quest and serach), janoon-o Ishq 

(love and excitement) along with these qualities it is important that we should inculcate scientific temperament 

among our children, The education of today must inculcate these qualities in human beings. The Qalb-o Nazar 

is a characteristic or quality of higher intellectual nature that enables us to look into the life of the things. It is an 

intellectual capacity not to take things on their face value but to look at the actual purposes of things. This 

intellectual insight can be developed through the medium of education. For a manager, teacher, engineer, social 

worker, this potential helps them to perform the activity to its perfection. Janoon and Ishq are the higher forces 

of motivation that lead or guide a person to put life and soul into the work. This intellectual potential along with 

the power of motivational force of Ishq and Janoon may perform miracle in this world. They may transform the 

forest into garden, pain into love, heat into coldness.  

 “The concept of perfect man delineated by Neitzsche is opposed to the Kamil Man of Iqbal. The perfect man of 

Iqbal is divinely inspired, sympathetic, loving and caring for other human beings. While on the other hand, the 

picture of ideal man is one who spreads terror, free of accountability and operate according to his her own free 

will. He is the product of biological forces not of the spiritual forces”.3 The sketch of the ideal man (Mardi 

Momin) according to Iqbal is all round developed personality: God fearing equipped with aesthetic taste, 

courageous, innovative, risk taker.  

The concept of Faqr is different and opposed to the renunciation of activities of life. Renunciation is to give up 

the worldly things and to take refuge in the world of seclusion. But, in the eyes of Iqbal, “it is not a flight from 

the realities of world rather use of the world in a balanced, justified and appropriate way. It is not running after 

                                                           
2 Ahmad, Aziz “Islamic Modernism in India and Pakistan”  Oxford, 1967. 

 
3 Bausani Alessandria “Classical Muslim philosophy in the world of Muslim modernist” Mohammad Iqbal, 

Arch philosophic, Berlin, Vol, XllII, 1960. 
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the worldly things without following any ethical principles. Faqr is the condition of self-satisfaction amidst 

worldly temptations. Iqbal has explained this concept using the metaphor of Falcon that flies high in the sky and 

knows no idleness; which is an active and courageous bird that earns its own food by its own labour”.4 Iqbal 

thinks that the man of Faqr considers his personality and self-concept above each and every thing. He tries to 

preserve his personality on each and every cost. The man of this temperament cannot be tempted, subdued, 

purchased or defeated. It is this characteristic that makes an individual to do favour to others but he does not 

expect in return of it. It is not seclusion from the society and leading hermit life rather participation in life 

without becoming slave of them. The translation of one of the verses of Iqbal tells us that this universe is 

created for human beings, and human beings are not created for the universe. It stops us for running after the 

worldly things without any rational thinking such as gathering wealth, building houses without need, inordinate 

ambitions for power.  

Iqbal divided knowledge into two branches: rational sciences and intuitive sciences. The rational sciences break 

the things into parts, try to understand them whereas the intuitive sciences look at the things as a whole. He does 

not agree with the views of some of the scholars that intuitive knowledge is obscure, incomprehensible and 

supernatural. The intuitive branch gives extraordinary weightage to eternal aspects of things. He also 

emphasizes on the importance of senses in getting knowledge.5 They are the gateways to perceive the things. 

The Quranic teachings lay repeated stress on the use of senses that may lead the individual to approach the 

reality. “Nor is there any reason to suppose that thought and intuition are essentially opposed to each other. 

They spring up from the same root and complement each other. The one grasp the reality in piecemeal, other 

grasp in its wholeness. The one fixes its gaze on the eternal, the other on the temporal aspects of reality. The 

one is present in enjoyment of the whole of reality, the other aims at traversing the whole by slowly specifying 

and closing up the various regions of the whole for exclusive observation. Both are in need of each other for 

mutual rejuvenation. Both seek vision of the same reality which reveals itself to them in accordance with their 

functions in life. In fact, intuition, as Bergson rightly says, is only a higher kind of intellect”6 this universe is not 

haphazard phenomena rather perfectly organized. It is moving according to the set routine. It is logical, 

systematic and full of treasures. Human beings are not created for this universe rather this universe is created 

for them. It is useless to run after the things in the universe such as amassing wealth, sacrificing life for worldly 

                                                           
4 Chaudari Muhammad Ashraf, “The Muslim ummah and Iqbal,” National institute of historical and cultural 

research Islamabad, Pakistan. 1994. 

 
5 Dr.Ehsan Ashraf, “Critical exposition of Iqbal’s philosophy” Adam Publishers, New Delhi, 2003. 

 
6 Iqbal Muhammad “Pas Che Bayad Kard Ay Aqwam-i-Sharq” ( What should be done, O People of the 

East) 
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objects. Everything that is created in the universe is for the benefit of mankind. It exists for human beings and 

human beings do not exist for it. It is the duty of human beings to conquer this Universe. This conquest means 

discovering the treasures that are buried under the earth and are scattered in the sky. Iqbal’s philosophical ideas 

about education are based on the teaching of Islam that does not tally with the teaching of Plato and other Greek 

philosophers. He does not agree with Plato that reality exists in the ideas and this world is the copy of it. As a 

result, Plato, the Greek philosopher, denies the importance of senses in getting knowledge. On the other hand, 

the Quran lays down great stress on use of senses that may lead us to know the truth and reality. In this field, the 

western nations have worked very hard and resultantly they have not only conquered the heights of the sky but 

also) the depths of sea. In this respect, Iqbal is not against the education of Science rather it is obligatory for 

every Muslim male and female to go for the conquest of this universe for the benefit of the mankind. In one of 

his lecture: he says: “It is the lot of man to shape in the deeper inspiration of the universe around him and to 

shape his destiny as well as that of Universe, now by adjusting himself to himself to its forces, now by putting 

the whole of his energy to mould its forces to his own end and purposes. And in this process of progressive 

change God becomes co-worker with him, provided man takes initiative”7 Iqbal has criticized the western 

concept of education without developing the sense of humanism and morality. He is not against the scientific 

education, but the power gathered without any sense of morality is the destruction of the society. It has resulted 

and may result in destruction of society. He emphasized that making religion as a personal affairs and setting it 

aside from the social, political and economic sphere of life is a big mistake on the part of Western education 

system. He criticized the Western Education System on declaring the religion a private affair and ousting it 

from the social, political and economic spheres of life. Education institutions are the factories of human 

engineering. They make a man really a man. They shape and humanize the humans.  

Iqbal has presented very balanced views about the Madrassa education. He has criticized the weaknesses of 

Madrassa System of Education and recognized its contributions for the Muslims of the sub-continent. He 

criticized the traditional and stagnant education system run by the theologians that lack the capacity to make 

adjustments with the pace of time. On the other hand, he criticized the unscrupulous changes in the western 

education system. Power of the western world does not springs from music or the naked dance of their 

daughters rather it lies in knowledge of arts and sciences. Iqbal also criticized the Madrassa education that is not 

developing the farsightedness, passion of continuous struggle, Mard-e-Hur, Banda-e-Momin like individuals in 

the society. He criticized the stagnant curriculum of Madrassa education system that really lacks the capacity to 

adjust itself with the changing realities of life. The problem of sectarianism is destroying the fabric of the 

Muslim society not only during the days of Iqbal but also for today. There is no distinction between religious 

and scientific education. They are the two sides of the same coin. To get knowledge of science and to discover 

                                                           
7 Sayyid Abdul Wahid “Thoughts and Reflections of Iqbal” S.H. Muhammad Ashraf, Lahore, 1992. 
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the mysteries of this universe is also the responsibility of the Muslim scholar. But Iqbal complains against the 

deteriorating condition of the teachers and the system of education in contemporary Madrassas.  

           The purpose of the creation of man is recognition of Allah and conquest of universe. On the way to the 

conquest of universe human beings do not follow the routine actions rather they go for the innovative actions.8 

All the other creatures living on the planet earth have the capacity to follow the routine action only. Man is 

gifted with the force of action, appreciation and intelligence. The moons and the stars follow the routine 

activities whereas the being of this clay has the capabilities to go for fresh activities. These activities have 

transformed the deserts into garden, stone into gem, dark into light and lots of blessings for humanity. Man 

himself is the architect of his own destiny that is not the subject of stars or the operation of any other external 

stars and zodaic signs don’t control or rule it. It is not a defeatable or helpless creature who is play like a puppet 

in the hands of destiny.  

 Conclusions From the above discussion, following conclusions may be drawn for the sound basis of the 

education system of Asian countries and likewise for the Whole Muslim world.  

1.The focus of the education system is the cognizance of ALLAH and development of the whole personality of 

child that may also include the spiritual development. This spiritual development is not possible without 

including the philosophical basis of the nation. The philosophical basis lies in the ideology of Islam that may 

work a as bedrock of the education system. Power gained through education without the touch of morality will 

be destruction of the society.  

2. Rational and intuitive knowledge is not opposite to each other rather they complement each other. They only 

vary in the methods of approaching reality. The targets and destination is the same.  

3. The goal of education is not the slavish copying of reality rather reshaping, changing, adjusting and 

consequently creating reality that may lead to the benefits and prosperity of human race. It is only possible 

through scientific thinking and empirical knowledge. Islamic philosophy of life does support and inspires a 

person to conquer this Universe by using the power of senses and scientific method. 

 4. Vocational education has great significance according to the philosophy of Iqbal. The life of perfect man is 

not possible without economic independence. The self-actualization needs the availability of the basic needs of 

life.  

5. Education system may inculcate the ideals in the minds and hearts of the people such as characteristics of 

Faqr, Ishq, zuoq, shaheen, mardimomin.  

                                                           
8 Saddiqui Mazharuddin “Concept of Muslim culture in Iqbal” Islamic Research Institute, Islamabad, 1983. 
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