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Abstract: The ethnic crisis in Xinjiang has become an increasingly critical concern on the global stage. Xinjiang, an
autonomous region located in northwest China, has a significant Muslim Uighur minority population, which has long
been marginalized by the Chinese government. After several instances of unrest in the region, the Chinese government
began implementing policies aimed at ensuring social stability. These policies include strict monitoring of the Muslim
population, mass surveillance, and internment camps for those deemed susceptible to extreme ideologies. These policies
have resulted in widespread human rights abuses and garnered significant international criticism.

This article aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of international responses to the ongoing situation, with a focus on
diplomatic and humanitarian strategies employed by various states and organizations. Through a thorough review of UN
reports, government statements, and scholarly works, the article covers the key concerns, such as human rights violations
and minority persecution, that have evoked global condemnation. Additionally, the article explores the diverse array of
responses, including diplomatic negotiations, sanctions, and humanitarian aid. By examining the efficacy and impact of
these approaches, the study offers insights into the effectiveness of current international response measures and proposes
recommendations for a more cohesive and strategic intervention in order to address the growing humanitarian crisis in
Xinjiang.
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Introduction:

The conflict in Xinjiang is a longstanding issue that has deep roots in both history and recent events. Xinjiang, located in
China's northwest, shares borders with several countries, including Kazakhstan and Afghanistan. As a region with a
diverse ethnic and religious makeup, Xinjiang has been the site of tensions between the Chinese government and the
Uighurs, a predominantly Muslim and Turkic-speaking group that makes up a significant portion of Xinjiang's
population.

The history of conflict in Xinjiang goes back several centuries, with tensions between the indigenous Uighur population
and various ruling powers, including the Chinese and the Mongols. In the early 20th century, Xinjiang became an
independent state for a brief period before being re-incorporated into China in 1949.

Since then, there have been numerous incidents of violence and unrest in Xinjiang, driven by both ethnic and religious
tensions and political oppression by the Chinese government. In the 1990s, tensions between Uighurs and the Chinese
state grew, leading to a series of protests and riots that culminated in the deaths of hundreds of people.

In recent years, the Chinese government has intensified its efforts to control the Uighur population, citing terrorism and
separatism as the main threats to national security. These efforts have included measures such as mass surveillance,
detention, and forced assimilation programs aimed at suppressing Uighur culture and religion.
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The most significant example of this crackdown is the network of detention camps that have been built throughout
Xinjiang in recent years. These camps are believed to hold hundreds of thousands of Uighurs and other Muslim
minorities, who are subjected to harsh conditions, forced labor, and indoctrination.

The Chinese government initially denied the existence of these camps, but mounting evidence from media reports,
satellite imagery, and eyewitness accounts have forced them to admit their existence. The government has attempted to
justify the camps as necessary to combat terrorism and religious extremism, but many see them as a gross violation of
human rights and a form of cultural genocide.

The international community has responded to the situation in Xinjiang in various ways, with many countries and human
rights organizations condemning China's actions. The United States, for example, has imposed sanctions on Chinese
officials responsible for the detention camps, while Europe has called for an independent investigation into the camps'
conditions. Meanwhile, countries like Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates have remained largely silent on the issue,
likely due to their economic ties with China.

The conflict in Xinjiang has also sparked increased activism among the Uighur diaspora, who are advocating for the
rights of their fellow Uighurs and calling for an end to the Chinese government's oppressive policies. There have been
numerous protests and demonstrations in cities around the world, with Uighurs and their supporters calling on their
governments to do more to pressure China to change its policies.

Despite these efforts, the situation in Xinjiang remains dire, with hundreds of thousands of Uighurs still being held in
detention camps and subject to forced assimilation. The conflict is a complex issue with deep-seated historical roots, and
it will require sustained international pressure and engagement to address the underlying causes and find a path towards a
peaceful and just resolution.

Violation of International Law:

Significant issues in the Xinjiang conflict concern human rights, minority rights, and the right to self-determination. The
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), and
International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) form the core guiding principles of
international human rights law. China, as a UN member state, not only ratified the ICESCR but also signed but not
ratified the ICCPR. The nation is also subject to customary international law and other human rights mechanisms within
the UN system.

The rights of ethnic and religious minorities hold particular relevance in analysing the Xinjiang conflict. Legal
instruments in this regard include the UN Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic,
Religious, and Linguistic Minorities and UNESCQ's Convention against Discrimination in Education. These texts address
rights such as cultural preservation, participation in decision-making processes, and non-discrimination policies. China,
as a signatory, bears obligations to uphold these principles domestically.

In regards to the right to self-determination, a foundation of modern international law, key treaties including the UN
Charter and the ICCPR provide for the right of peoples to freely determine their political, economic, and cultural
development. However, this right does not necessarily grant an automatic right to secession, and the implications of self-
determination in Xinjiang are legally nuanced and politically contentious.

Scholars such as Michael Clarke, Gardner Bovington, and Sean R. Roberts have documented a history of repression,
persecution, and political manipulation, emphasizing the potentially devastating long-term consequences of such policies
on Uyghur society.

International organizations have raised concerns as well. Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch have pointed
out systematic abuses perpetuated by Chinese authorities in Xinjiang, ranging from forced labour and mass surveillance
to arbitrary detention and cultural suppression. Investigations led by the UN Human Rights Council have likewise raised
serious concerns over the treatment of ethnic minorities in the region, drawing attention to the human rights aspect in the
international realm.

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)

Although not legally binding, China has supported the adoption of UNDRIP, which assures the rights of indigenous
peoples. In Xinjiang, the Uighur population, as an ethnic minority, has the right to self-determination, culture, health, and
other essential aspects of life (UNDRIP, Articles 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 12, 15, 20, 24, and 29). However, as reported by Dr. James
Leibold (2019), a renowned Xinjiang expert, the Chinese government's actions show a policy of cultural assimilation and
control, which is incompatible with these stipulated rights.
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International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
China signed the ICCPR in 1998 but has yet to ratify it. However, signing the covenant still indicates that China is
expected not to violate its core principles. Xinjiang-related human rights issues contravene multiple articles in the
ICCPR, including:
Avrticle 7 (protection against torture and cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment): Amnesty International (2021) has
reported that Uighur detainees have experienced torture, forced labor, and severe psychological abuse.
Acrticle 18 (freedom of thought, conscience, and religion): Dr. Joanne Smith Finley (2018) states that Uighurs' religious
activities, such as wearing a headscarf, are severely limited by the Chinese government, particularly following the
implementation of the 2017 Xinjiang Regulations.
Article 19 (freedom of expression): Experts like Dr. Adrian Zenz (2020) have highlighted China's crackdown on dissent,
upholding the official narrative in Xinjiang, and suppressing anything that contradicts it.

International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)

China has ratified the ICESCR, which articulates individuals' rights relating to work, health, and education, among other
aspects of life. Concerning Xinjiang, some of the violated articles in the ICESCR include:

Article 6 (right to work): Forced labor of the Uighur population has been documented by multiple international media
outlets, such as the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) report by Vicky Xiuzhong Xu et al. (2020).

Avrticle 13 (right to education and cultural freedom): The Chinese government's policy of erasing Uighur cultural identity
through language assimilation, showcased by Dr. Darren Byler (2019), contravenes this article.

Convention Against Torture (CAT)

Although China ratified the CAT in 1988, the reports of torture in the Xinjiang "re-education’ camps, as indicated above,
suggest a potential breach of this convention (CAT, Articles 1, 2, and 4). This raises concerns about China's commitment
to prevent and eradicate torture.

International response:

The ethnic conflict in Xinjiang region has been a matter of global concern since the early 2000s. Over the course of time,
the nature of the global response towards this issue has changed significantly. Initially, the global response was limited,
with few countries and international organizations paying attention to the issue. However, over the years, the global
response has become more expansive and nuanced, culminating in increased diplomatic pressure on China to address the
issue.

The early 2000s marked the beginning of the conflict in Xinjiang, with tensions between the Uighur population and the
Chinese state escalating rapidly. In 2009, the situation reached a boiling point when violent riots broke out in the regional
capital of Urumgi, resulting in hundreds of deaths and numerous arrests. At this time, the global response was limited,
and few countries and international organizations commented on the issue, largely due to China's efforts to suppress
information about the conflict.

However, by 2014, the global response began to shift, and a growing concern among international actors was observed.
This was due in part to increased coverage in the media, as reports of human rights abuses against the Uighur population
proliferated in the international press. Additionally, a series of terrorist attacks in China, which the Chinese government
claimed were carried out by Uighur militants, led to scrutiny of Xinjiang and the government's treatment of the Uighurs.

One significant hallmark in the development of the global response towards the conflict in Xinjiang came in 2016, when
the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) issued a statement expressing
concern over the Chinese government's treatment of the Uighurs. The CERD criticized the Chinese government for its
"pervasive restrictions” on the freedom of religion and other human rights in Xinjiang, calling on China to respect the
rights of the Uighur population.

Since then, the global response towards the conflict in Xinjiang has become increasingly vocal and critical. Many
countries have issued statements condemning China's treatment of the Uighurs, and several international organizations
have launched investigations into allegations of human rights abuses. Most notably, in 2019, the United Nations Human
Rights Council (UNHRC) issued a report detailing allegations of "arbitrary detention, torture, and widespread
surveillance™ in Xinjiang.

Economic Sanctions and Export Bans

Economic sanctions have become an increasingly significant geopolitical instrument to address the growing concerns
about human rights violations and political repression taking place in Xinjiang. Over the past several years, credible
evidence has emerged that substantiates the ongoing acts of suppression perpetrated by the Chinese state against the
Uighur Muslim minority and other Turkic Muslim groups residing in the Xinjiang region. The widespread reports of
extrajudicial detention, forced labour, birth control policies, mass surveillance, cultural erasure, and re-education in
camps have raised alarm concerning the well-being of these communities and the erosion of their fundamental rights
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(Amnesty International, 2021). In this context, in order to pressure the Chinese government to halt these practices and
ensure transparency, the international community has resorted to implementing economic sanctions as a key policy
instrument aimed at bringing about change in the region.

Renowned scholars, such as Gary Clyde Hufbauer, Jeffrey J. Schott, and Kimberly Ann Elliott, highlight in their
influential book "Economic Sanctions Reconsidered™” that the effectiveness of economic sanctions is contingent upon
several factors, including the unity and resolve of the sending countries, the ability of the target country to absorb
economic shocks, and the availability of alternative trading partners (Hufbauer et al. 1990). In the case of China, the
situation is particularly complex due to its status as a global economic powerhouse and the inherent interconnectedness of
the world's economy. Despite this complexity, the application of economic sanctions by major global players, such as the
United States, the European Union, the United Kingdom, and Canada, has gained significant traction.

The imposition of sanctions primarily targets Chinese officials and entities associated with human rights abuses in
Xinjiang. For instance, the United States has imposed visa bans and asset freezes on high-ranking Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) members directly involved with the repression. Furthermore, the US has also implemented import bans on
certain goods originating from Xinjiang that are increasingly scrutinized for their potential connections to forced labour
(U.S. Department of State, 2020). In a similar vein, the European Union enacted sanctions in March 2021 against Chinese
officials and entities under the organization's new global human rights sanctions regime, echoing the efforts of the UK
and Canada in issuing similar restrictive measures (Council of the European Union, 2021).

Scholars like Peter Harrell, Elizabeth Rosenberg, and Edoardo Saravalle argue that “"secondary sanctions” — imposing
sanctions on third-country entities for their business ties with the targeted nation — could enhance the efficacy of the
sanctions applied on China regarding the situation in Xinjiang (Harrell et al. 2018). It is crucial to note, however, that
secondary sanctions also carry considerable risks, particularly as they could undermine the authority of existing
multilateral institutions and add strain to the relations between the sanctioning countries and other trade partners.

This shift in attitudes towards China's policies in Xinjiang can be attributed to a few factors, one of which is the growing
awareness of the situation among the public in many countries. A poll conducted by YouGov, a research firm, found that
nearly half of British people believed that the UK should impose sanctions on China for its actions in Xinjiang, and 30%
of Australians said the same.

Additionally, there has been a growing impact of human rights concerns on business decisions. A report by the Australian
Strategic Policy Institute found that 83 global brands, including Apple, Nike, and Adidas, were tied to forced labour from
Xinjiang in their supply chains. This has led to public backlash and concern over reputational risks, forcing companies to
take action.

In conclusion, while sanctions have the potential to send a strong signal to the Chinese government about the
international community's disapproval of its actions in Xinjiang, critics argue that they may not be sufficient to prompt
comprehensive policy change. The Chinese state's economic power, resilience, and ability to forge strategic alliances may
act as a buffer against the impact of these sanctions. It is evident that a multi-faceted approach, which encompasses
diplomatic means, dialogue, and coordination among international actors, will be necessary to meaningfully address the
issue at hand. Shifting the focus of sanctions from being merely punitive to integrating them into a broader strategy, and
using them as leverage to foster dialogue on human rights compliance, is a potential way forward. Although economic
sanctions are just one tool in the repertoire of statecraft, their strategic deployment and alignment with broader political
objectives can help the international community convey a clear and united message to China, urging an end to the
repression in Xinjiang, while prompting introspection on human rights and their importance within the global community.

Country Wise account:

United States:

The United States has taken a strong and critical stance against Chinese policies and actions in Xinjiang. For instance, US
enacted legislation such as the Uyghur Human Rights Policy Act in 2020, partly aimed at imposing sanctions on high-
level Chinese officials involved in the oppression of Uyghurs (U.S. Congress, 2020). Furthermore, the US has
implemented export restrictions on companies involved in the facilitation of human rights abuses in the region (U.S.
Department of Commerce, 2020).The former Trump administration-imposed sanctions on Chinese officials and the
Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps (XPCC) (UHRP, 2020).

Additionally, experts in the field, such as Adrian Zenz (2020) from the Jamestown Foundation and Joanne Smith Finley
(2019) from Newcastle University, have supported the designation of China's actions as cultural genocide, contributing to
the international recognition of the Xinjiang issue.
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e European Union:

The European Union (EU) has raised concerns and called upon China to respect the rights of the Uighur minority,

including a European Parliament resolution in December 2019 urging the EU to reassess its relationship with China

(UHRP, 2020).

Similarly, European nations have followed the American lead, with the European Union imposing sanctions on Chinese

officials and entities involved in human rights abuses. In March 2021, the EU sanctioned four prominent Chinese officials

and one entity under the European Union Global Human Rights Sanctions Regime (Council of the European Union,

2021).

However, critics like Raphaél Glucksmann (2020), a Member of the European Parliament from France, argue that the EU

should take stronger steps, like imposing Magnitsky-style sanctions on Chinese individuals and entities responsible for

the Xinjiang situation.

e United Kingdom:

The UK Parliament has expressed concerns over the situation in Xinjiang, with the Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on China
raising awareness about the Chinese government's policies towards the region (UHRP, 2020). The UK has also committed
to stopping the importation of goods produced using forced labour in Xinjiang (APPG, 2021). Academic researchers like
Erin Kilbride (2020) from Human Rights Watch also stress the importance of international action and collaboration to
address Xinjiang's human rights violations.

Along with this, the United States and the United Kingdom have tightened their import policies to prevent the use of
goods and products linked to forced labour in Xinjiang (UK Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office, 2021;
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 2021).

e Canada:
Canada co-signed a letter to the President of the United Nations Human Rights Council, criticizing China's human rights
record regarding the Uighur Muslims (UHRP, 2020). Furthermore, Celeste Arrington (2020), a scholar from George
Washington University, has discussed the importance of standing with Uighurs to maintain human rights and international
norms.

e Australia:
Auwustralia has also criticized China's human rights record regarding the Xinjiang situation, with its Parliament condemning
human rights abuses against the Uighurs (UHRP, 2020). Supported by scholars like Amelia Long (2019) from the
Australian National University, measures such as increased transparency and holding China accountable for its actions in
Xinjiang have been actively advocated.

In contrary, the response of non-Western nations has been relatively muted or non-existent. Many Muslim-majority
countries, particularly those with economic ties to China, have largely remained silent on the issue of Uighur persecution.
Countries such as Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey, have limited their public criticism of China, some even pushing
back against international criticism of China's human rights records.

China's economic influence and investment in many non-western countries have stifled meaningful criticism of its actions
in Xinjiang. For example, many African countries have benefitted substantially from Chinese investments and see China
as an economic partner, making them less likely to take strong positions on human rights issues. Additionally, China's
Belt and Road Initiative, which involves massive investments in infrastructure projects, has further cemented China's
influence in many of these regions.

Non-western nations have shown a generally lax attitude towards human rights issues and therefore often are less likely
to speak out against atrocities by other nations. This has been the case for authoritarian regimes, particularly in Asia and
Africa, that have an oppressive history of human rights violations in their own countries. This disregard for human rights
has also been exemplified by some African nations that have willingly accepted Chinese investment, despite reports of
Chinese citizens treating African workers poorly and engaging in illegal activities.

Despite India being on different front, like many other non-western nations it has too chosen to remain silent on it.

Eventually, various countries around the world responded to the Xinjiang ethnic conflict with raised awareness,
international cooperation, and sanctions. Their actions, however, vary in intensity, with some nations taking stronger
measures than others. With a more united and consistent international response, it can halt human rights abuses and
protect the rights of ethnic minorities in Xinjiang.
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The UNHRC's Involvement

The UNHRC has played a crucial role in addressing the situation in Xinjiang. Since 2018, the UNHRC has made several
recommendations and reports on the situation in Xinjiang. In 2018, the UNHRC issued a report highlighting the Chinese
government's treatment of the Uighur minority, including arbitrary detention, restriction of religious practices, and the
forced labor of detainees. The report recommended that China release all Uighur individuals detained on the grounds of
their religion or ethnicity, repeal counter-terrorism laws that are believed to violate human rights, and allow access to
independent observers.

In 2019, UN member states called on China to respect human rights in Xinjiang and allow independent observers access.
However, China has denied access to independent observers, including journalists and human rights workers. The
UNHRC issued its second report in 2020, in which it called for the immediate closure of detention camps and the release
of all detainees. The report also called for a genuine political dialogue between the authorities and Uighur representatives.

The Nature of UNHRC Recommendations

The UNHRC has made several recommendations to China to address the human rights situation in Xinjiang. These
recommendations are focused on three key areas: the release of Uighur detainees, the repeal of counter-terrorism laws,
and the establishment of transparency in Xinjiang.

The UNHRC's first recommendation calls on China to release all Uighur individuals detained on the grounds of their
religion or ethnicity. The recommendations also urge China to provide detainees with legal representation, fair trials, and
adequate healthcare. The UNHRC believes that such measures would help improve the human rights situation in Xinjiang
and prevent future arbitrary detention.

The second recommendation calls for the repeal of counter-terrorism laws and measures used to justify the detention of
Uighur individuals. These laws are believed to violate human rights and have been widely criticized by human rights
organizations. The UNHRC recommends that China's government revise such laws to ensure that they do not violate
human rights.

The third recommendation calls for the establishment of transparency in Xinjiang. The UNHRC believes that
transparency is crucial for ensuring that human rights violations are detected and addressed. Transparency would also
help hold the Chinese government accountable and prevent future human rights abuses. The UNHRC recommends that
China allow access to independent observers, including journalists and human rights workers.

Although the UNHRC's recommendations have had limited impact on China's actions in Xinjiang. Since the report's
publication, China has continued to detain Uighur individuals and has denied access to independent observers. However,
some countries, such as the US and EU, have imposed economic sanctions on China, which may help encourage China to
change its behavior.

Recommendations:

There are several confidence-building measures and cooperative dialogues that can be utilized to address the ethnic
conflict in Xinjiang and promote stability. These measures are essential to build trust, reduce tensions and promote
sustainable solutions to this complex issue.

Possible Cooperative Measures:

Firstly, a comprehensive dialogue program that involves representatives from the Uyghur community, the Chinese
government, and other interested parties must be put in place. This dialogue should focus on harnessing common ideas
and identifying shared interests. The dialogue should aim at understanding and addressing the genuine grievances of
Uyghurs and work towards meeting their aspirations on social, economic, and political levels.

Secondly, the Chinese government must engage in active outreach and demonstrate its willingness to address the
concerns of the Uyghur community. This can be achieved through greater inclusivity, promoting cultural exchange, and
celebrating diversity within the region. An increased engagement of the regional government with the Uyghur community
will help identify and address the underlying issues behind the conflicts.

Thirdly, it is essential to promote inter-communal contact between Uyghurs and Han Chinese, especially in urban areas.
Catalysing inter-communal contact will help build an understanding of different cultures, break down barriers, and
promote social cohesion.

Fourth, supporting economic development and providing greater employment opportunities will go a long way in
fostering peace and stability in the region. The Chinese government can promote economic development by enacting
policies that promote inclusive economic growth, job creation, and targeted regional investments.
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Fifth, regional actors must work towards building confidence among states by promoting mutual understanding and trust
through cooperative dialogues and exercises. Joint activities, such as military and cultural exchanges, can help reduce
tensions between China and its neighbours and improve mutual security concerns. Organizations like, Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) and South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and many more
should initiate dialogue over the conflict in Xinjiang and should provide collective help to the ones who are being
suppressed.

Shaping International Response:

Adopt a coordinated approach among Western countries

A coordinated approach among Western countries is essential in putting pressure on China to comply with international
human rights norms. Western countries should form a united front and amplify their voices by speaking out against
China's human rights violations. Additionally, Western countries should coordinate their sanctions against China to
produce a greater impact.

Support diaspora voices from within Xinjiang

Diaspora Uighur communities have become important voices in the struggle against Chinese government repression. The
international community must support these voices by enhancing diplomatic relations with organizations such as the
World Uyghur Congress, supporting legal action against Chinese officials responsible for human rights violations, and
amplifying the voices of Uighur survivors.

Promote corporate accountability

The supply chains of many multinational corporations operate in Xinjiang where human rights violations are rampant.
The international community must hold them accountable for their actions in the region. The companies must be asked to
conduct due diligence on their supply chains and stop sourcing from suppliers that employ forced labor. Failing to adhere
to these standards should result in economic penalties.

Engage the non-Western World

Non-Western countries, in particular, Muslim-majority countries, must be engaged to apply pressure on China. The
Organization of Islamic Cooperation must be urged to take a position on the issue and condemn the persecution of
Uighurs. The international community must convey the message that the situation in Xinjiang is not a regional issue but
is a matter of global concern that requires immediate attention.

Expand media coverage of the situation

Currently, limited media coverage of the situation in Xinjiang has led to insufficient international pressure on China. The
media should be encouraged to intensify coverage of the crisis, and journalists should be permitted to access the region to
document the situation on the ground. This would help to increase global public awareness of the plight of Uighurs and
encourage action by the international community.

Foster partnerships between academics, human rights advocates, and policy makers

Partnerships between academics, human rights advocates, and policy makers are essential for providing more accurate
information about the situation and advocating for appropriate policies. Academic research can highlight the human rights
abuses on the ground, while human rights advocates can highlight legal and political solutions to the crisis. Policymakers
can use this information to develop strategies for effective international pressure on China.

Conclusion:

The conflict in Xinjiang is a complex issue with deep roots in history and recent events. The Chinese government's
crackdown on the Uighur population has been marked by human rights violations, including the use of detention camps
and forced assimilation programs.

The international community has responded to the situation in various ways, with some countries and human rights
organizations condemning China's actions and imposing sanctions on Chinese officials responsible for the detention
camps. However, others have remained largely silent due to economic ties with China.

While these efforts are a step in the right direction, much more needs to be done to address the underlying causes of the
conflict and find a path towards a peaceful and just resolution. This will require sustained international pressure and
engagement, as well as a willingness on the part of the Chinese government to engage in open dialogue with the Uighur
community and address their concerns.

Ultimately, the situation in Xinjiang serves as a reminder of the importance of upholding human rights and promoting
diversity and tolerance in all societies. Through continued advocacy and engagement, we can work towards a future
where all people, regardless of their ethnicity or religion, can live in peace and dignity.
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