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Abstract

Both John Keats and Percy Bysshe Shelley, two of the Romantic period's most celebrated poets, had strong
philosophical and cultural convictions that came through in their writing. Shelley was more in line with
Platonism, while Keats was heavily inspired by Hellenism. The works of these two philosophers demonstrate

the fundamental differences between their philosophies.

Introduction

Cultural and intellectual Hellenism flourished in ancient Greece from the fourth century BCE to the sixth
century CE. Humanism, rationalism, and individuality were its core tenets. The Hellenistic period saw a
flowering of the literary, artistic, and philosophical traditions. Keats saw in Hellenism a model of aesthetic and
moral perfection. His poetry generally dealt with beauty, love, and the fleeting nature of life, reflecting his
interest in ancient Greek literature, mythology, and philosophy.

Platonism, on the other hand, is a philosophical school that takes its inspiration from the ancient Greek thinker.
The ideals of beauty, truth, and knowledge are central to this school of thought. Shelley was profoundly affected
by Plato, and the intellectual themes and concepts of Plato's works may be found throughout his poetry.

Keats’ Hellenism

John Keats, a Romantic poet, drew inspiration from ancient Greek thought and literature. In his poetry and
letters, he frequently praised Greek mythology, philosophy, and art. This shows that he was actively involved

with Hellenism.
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Keats's adoption of Hellenism was motivated by deeper philosophical and intellectual considerations than
simply taste. The ancient Greeks' worldview, appreciation of beauty, and outlook on life all captivated him.
Keats admired Greek culture as an example of how to balance the intellect with the emotions, and he sought to

achieve this balance in his own writing.

Keats' “Ode to a Grecian Urn”, which lauds the ageless beauty of Greek art, is a particularly striking example
of his Hellenism. In the first lines of the poem, the speaker directly addresses the urn, pleading with it to explain
the meaning of its existence. The images on the urn inspire his own mental images, such as a priest leading a

heifer to the altar, a band of young people performing, and a couple poised to share a passionate embrace.

Keats's elaboration on these settings goes beyond a simple aesthetic appreciation to consider the broader themes
they raise. The youngster and the lovers stand for the everlasting characteristics of art and love, while the priest
and the heifer represent the fleeting nature of life. Art's ability to freeze moments in time and capture universal

truths is demonstrated by this urn.

Keats' interest in Greek philosophy is further evidence of his Hellenic engagement. Heraclitus, who held that
change and flux were the underlying principles of the universe, particularly resonated with him. Keats adopted
this concept into his own perspective on poetry and the creative process, stating that the poet should accept the

transience of life and attempt to express its beauty in his writing.

One of Keats' most well-known poems, "Ode to a Nightingale," muses on the transience of pleasure and the
want to depart from the world. The nightingale's ethereal voice becomes a metaphor for the poet's search for

the eternally beautiful and transcendent.

The political values of freedom and democracy that Keats perceived in ancient Greek society informed his
Hellenism. He had a deep-seated hatred of oppression and tyranny and found inspiration in the Greeks' fight for

freedom.

The Parthenon statues were on display at the British Museum, and he wrote a poem called "On Seeing the Elgin
Marbles™ on his experience there. Keats is moved by the sculptures’ beauty and grace, but he is also cognizant
of the political climate in which they were conceived and crafted. He mourns the loss of Greek freedom and

sees them as a symbol of Greek resistance against the Ottoman Empire.

The Hellenistic worldview that Keats explored had its own set of problems and limitations. Given his position
as an Englishman in the nineteenth century, he was bound by the constraints of his own culture and society. His
romantic view of ancient Greece, for instance, glossed over the brutal treatment of women and slaves in that

society.

Keats' Hellenism, despite its limitations, influenced both his poetry and his outlook on the world, leading him

to search for purpose and beauty in a place he believed was filled with pain and change. His interest in Greek
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culture was more than a sentimental yearning for a bygone period; it was a serious and continuing conversation

with a heritage that continues to provoke and amaze us.

Shelley’s Platonism

Platonism is a philosophical school that places an emphasis on the idea of truth, reality, and beauty existing
independently of the material world. The Greek philosopher Plato provided the philosophical foundation for
this view by proposing the existence of a flawless realm of ideas or forms that transcends the constraints of our
own physical reality. This article will examine the ways in which Platonism may be seen in the works of poet

Percy Bysshe Shelley, namely in "Hymn to Intellectual Beauty," "Ode to a Skylark," and "Mont Blanc."

Among Shelley's most well-known works is "Hymn to Intellectual Beauty,” which reveals the poet's
preoccupation with idealized versions of reality and the concept of transcendence. This poem serves
as a reflection on the divine nature of beauty. In the first stanza, Shelley talks about the Intellectual Beauty,
which he describes as "shapeless vapour that enshrouds/ Celestial forms.” According to Shelley, this Intellectual

Beauty is a non-physical reality that can't be seen with the naked eye.

Shelley's use of "celestial forms,” which represent the perfect and eternal thoughts that exist independently of
time and space, demonstrates his Platonism. His words on these heavenly beings are, "the light/ Of whose
quenchless eyes/ Like heaven's own lamps." In this passage, Shelley alludes to the Platonic "Forms,"” which are
the abstract, flawless forms of things. These heavenly figures fill Shelley with awe and wonder since they exist

only in her imagination.

Platonism’s soul theory is another theme explored in "Hymn to Intellectual Beauty." According to Plato, our
understanding and morality come from deep within our immortal and everlasting souls. It appears that Shelley's
ideas about the soul were inspired by this view, as he writes that the Intellectual Beauty is "like the soul of man/
When it doth fade into those heavens/ Where none may be." Shelley implies here that the Intellectual Beauty,

like the spirit of man, transcends the physical world and cannot be fully understood by it.

Poems like "Ode to a Skylark" reveal Shelley's Platonist beliefs. Shelley sees the skylark as a symbol of the
transcendental reality that exists beyond our material world, and the poem is a celebration of the beauty and
transcendence of nature. In the first stanza, Shelley compares the skylark to a "blithe Spirit," an allusion to the
Platonic soul. According to Plato, the immortal soul is where we get our ethics and our education. There is an

implication in Shelley's writing that the skylark's spirit is eternal and exists somewhere other than this world.

Shelley's Platonic allusions continue in the second stanza when she describes the skylark. He thinks the song
"pours out profusely" its "full heart” of music. Shelley implies in this passage that the skylark represents the

ideal Form of musical beauty. The Forms, in Plato's philosophy, are idealized, timeless representations of
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objects that exist independently of the material world. Shelley appears to be implying that the song of the skylark

exemplifies this ideal of musical beauty.

In the third verse, Shelley calls the skylark's song a "rain of melody.” This sounds like Plato's depiction of the
Forms, which reside in a "world of pure Forms" separate from the material universe. Shelley appears to be
implying that the song of the skylark is a manifestation of this realm of pure Forms, which can only be

understood by the imagination.

Shelley, in "Mont Blanc,” investigates the sublime, an important notion in Platonism. The term "sublime”
describes the emotional response we have when we encounter something that defies our rational comprehension.
The Forms were sublime to Plato because they represented the ideal, timeless versions of things that existed

independently of the material universe.

"Mont Blanc," written by Shelley, calls the mountain the "monarch of mountains.” He implies that the mountain
stands for a perfect and beautiful universe that is beyond our comprehension. Yet no sound is made, he explains,
just the peace and quiet of inanimate objects. Shelley alludes here to the Platonic notion of the Forms, which

were perfect and eternal entities existing independently of the material universe.

Shelley's "Mont Blanc™ also contains linguistic elements that call to mind Platonic thought. He describes the
mountain as "hoary" and "white," which may be symbolic of the perfect and eternal realm of the Forms. I find
it fascinating that the word "hoary" is used to describe this mountain, as it implies that it is old and has been

around for a long time, like the Platonic Forms.
Conclusion

Both Keats' Hellenism and Shelley's Platonism had significant impacts on their respective poets and thinkers.
Both philosophies represent distinctive perspectives on reality and the human situation. Keats saw the ideals of
beauty and truth in classical art and literature, which he associated with Hellenism. Shelley believed that the
search of ideal beauty, truth, and knowledge was crucial to the emancipation and advancement of humanity,
and that this goal was central to Platonism. These two philosophical systems, while very distinct from one
another, had a significant impact on Romantic poets and their works, demonstrating the emergence of novel

ideas and ideals that would go on to affect subsequent artistic revolutions.

IJNRD2305643 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org) g355



http://www.ijnrd.org/

