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Abstract

Dissemination of education among men and women is a symbol of development and enrichment of the whole nation.
Educational backwardness of the women resulted illiteracy, low confidence, insecurity and underdevelopment. As a
heterogeneous society, India is still fighting against inequalities, poverty and outcome of ostracisms. Simultaneously, India
needs inclusion of the excluded groups, such as women as a part of national mainstream. Socio-economic and cultural
defiance’s are also there for pull back them. Emancipation of women with some of the necessary corrective initiatives, like-
training for capacity building, skill enhancements etc. will help to multiplication of human resources in the whole nation.
Lots of opportunities are there in India for expedite women. We need to create an environment from where they can get
these opportunities. Emancipation of women from all kinds of impediments with the appropriate education will help them to
improve their physical, psychological conditions. It will also bring economic and political improvements which can bring
sustainable development in the society. This study described many censorious ideas amalgamated with women education
like- malnutrition, socio-cultural challenges, economic backwardness, drop out etc. To find out rational and causal
illustration of educational backwardness of Rajbanshi women along with some of the probable prospects are objectives of
this article. To reach these objectives, a questionnaire based descriptive and analytical method has been followed by a
methodological framework of social inclusion to delineate the real literacy status of the Rajbanshi women in West Bengal.
Thus, the active role of the government, women themselves, civil society and many other actors are compulsory to upgrade

the educational status of the women.

Key words: Heterogeneous, Emancipation, Women, Rajbanshi

IJNRD2303347 ‘ International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)



http://www.ijnrd.org/

© 2023 IJNRD | Volume 8, Issue 3 March 2023 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | [INRD.ORG

1. Introduction:

Dissemination of education among men and women is a symbol of development and enrichment of the whole nation.
Educational backwardness of any community women resulted illiteracy, low confidence, insecurity and underdevelopment.
India, as a heterogeneous society, is still fighting against inequalities, poverty and outcome of ostracisms. Simultaneously,
India needs inclusion of the excluded groups, such as women as a part of national mainstream and recognizes them as a part
of the new educational world. Socio-economic and cultural defiance’s are also there for pull back them. Empowerment and
emancipation of women with some of the necessary corrective initiatives, like- training for capacity building, skill
enhancements etc. will contribute to increase workforces in any segment of the society that will help to multiplication of
human resources in the whole nation. Emancipation of women from all sorts of backwardness through proper education will
help them to improve their psychological, economic and political conditions which can bring sustainability in society. But a
critical understanding of unity in diversity of India shows that in many times educational distinctiveness is creating some
sort of socio-cultural mobilizations. Ethno-nationalist sentiments in one hand and educational backwardness on the other are
inspiring excluded communities to politically mobilize themselves in order to protect and promote their socio-cultural,
economic and educational right.

In this situation, the idea of social inclusion which is considered to be the most trusted antidote that has been come out to the
century-old history of discrimination and exclusion of ethnic racial groups. It is a product of interplay between and among
various socio-cultural and historical events, linguistic, economic and educational factors. An inclusive society not excluded,
has become more relevant and synonymous with human development. In the light of a significant excluded community in
West Bengal i.e. the Rajbanshi women, this article intends to explore the nature and extent of educational degradations of
the backward racial groups. Governmental initiatives to develop the educational status of the Rajbanshi community by
bringing it under the Scheduled Caste category has led to the loss of their ethnic distinctiveness as they are bracketed with
other ethnic groups. The initiatives on the part of the both central and state government had a mixed impact on the
Rajbanshi community. A section of them felt empowered as the state initiatives had included them into the national
mainstream. Another sizable section of the Rajbanshi community considered these measures as a ploy to destroy their ethnic
specificities. A third segment of them who is considered to be the extremist i.e. KLO and others wanted a separatist solution
to their problems. As a rights-based conceptual framework of educational inclusion of the Rajbanshi women express the
principle of social equity.

2. Statement of the Problem:

This article tries to examine the root causes of educational backwardness of the Rajbanshis community on the one hand and
to highlight future prospects on the other hand in order to understand the real issues involved with. This analysis will help us
to identify the actual causes of educational alienation of the excluded groups, like- Rajbanshi women of West Bengal. So,
educational exclusion is the problem in the process of social inclusion.

3. Review of literatures:

Some of the literary works of this area i.e. socio-cultural exclusion have been reviewed here. 'Inclusion and Exclusion in
Local Governance: Field Studies from Rural India' is an anthology in which B. S. Baviskar & G. Mathew described the
process of inclusion of excluded sections with some impediments, namely gender disability, poverty and lack of education

with social background, because of these obstacles, the inclusion of excluded people remains far away from reality.
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G. K. Lieten, in his books ‘Continuity and Change in Rural West Bengal' and 'Development Devolution and Democracy

Village Discourse in West Bengal,' has explained three-tier panchayat bodies (Ektagram village, Muhammad Bazar block,
and the District of Birbhum) of the district of Birbhum. One of the important indicator of social development is the literacy
rate in the district of Birbhum. At the initial level literacy rate was only confined to the male members of the society and, in
the case of women, deficient and negligible. “The crucial problem with the Indian educational system is to get the children
of the poor rural households to cross the first barrier —the formal enrolment- but to cross the second barrier as well, namely
to culturally adapt themselves to the educational system.” (Lieten)

'‘Complexities of Inclusion and Exclusion: Dalit Students and Higher Education in India' by Sanil Malikappurath
Neelakandan and Smita M. Patil explore how one's caste determines education in India. Students from lower caste are
experiencing discriminations in academic and non-academic life. This paper attempts to explore caste-driven social
inclusion/exclusion and their challenges. Students who belong to these communities are privileged with constitutional
rights. Hegemony is an integral part of the Indian caste system. The original aim of this paper is to trace the history of Dalit
students' struggles for education in the midst Indian caste hierarchy system.

Sumanjeet Singh in his work 'The State of Gender Inequality in India’, showcases the Government's several measures to
encourage gender equality; but the gap is still prominent in India. Access to resources and opportunities is restrained,
resulting in hopelessness for the future generation. This article portrayed a vivid picture of gender inequalities and has
examined the problem of gender inequality in India.

The article 'The Roots of Gender Inequality in India' by D. Amutha also 'focuses upon the equal role of man and woman
who play a prominent role in the creating and developing their families in a particular way. This study shows that the
struggle for equality is one of the major concerns of the women's movement worldwide. The difference between sex and
physical form does not apply to status.

This article also focuses on gender inequalities from a different perspective, i.e., from the perspective of exclusion of
women in many aspects of an individual's livelihood. I. Sundar's paper on 'Gender Equality and Women Empowerment'
considers gender equity as a process of being fair to both women and men. To maintain equity, strategies and measures must
be available to a woman who has been in a disadvantaged position socially. It has been seen that gender equity leads to
equality. Thus Gender equality requires equal enjoyment by women and men.

Some of these works portrayed the origins of the Rajbanshis, their food habits, religious rituals, language, and different
kinds of folk songs, fishing, cultivation, household scenario, social stigmas, and physical outlooks, which are different from
all other communities in the society. The following works are mentionable; 'Uttar-Khand Movement: A Sociological
Analysis' by Dr. Rajat Subhra Mukherjee. Later on he examines Kamtapur movement from a cultural perspective of North
Bengal. In the last article of 2005, he tried to provide the prevailing cultural separateness and conflict between the
Rajbanshis and the alien community of people.

"The Rajbanshis of North Bengal: A Study of a Hindu Social Group' by Charu Chandra Sanyal is just like a historical,
sociological and cultural documentary on the Rajbanshi community. It is a live deed (Dalil) of the Rajbanshi community.
This book illustrated all aspects of a Rajbanshi people which covered not only the origin of them but also put forward the
pictures of socio-cultural and religious practices of Rajbanshis of the said area. This book consisted of house building
procedure, religious practices, food habits, dress up, different kinds of songs like- marriage song, cultural song, love song,

puja song etc. of the Rajbanshis including their separate linguistic terminologies, shlokas etc. But, one thing was not

IJNRD2303347 ‘ International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)



http://www.ijnrd.org/

© 2023 IJNRD | Volume 8, Issue 3 March 2023 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG
mentioned there in the book i.e. political aspects of Rajbanshi people, though it was not a book on the political account of

the Rajbanshi community.

4, Research Gap:

On reviewing the above mentioned literatures on socio-cultural and educational exclusion, one can identify a noticeable
research gap. Some scholars and researchers have identified various aspects of inclusion and exclusion of the downtrodden
sections, including the inclusive role of the grassroots democratic bodies, women's representation in politics, empowerment,
etc. But there is hardly any study on the true nature of educational exclusion and inclusion of Rajbanshi people in West
Bengal. The present article is a humble attempt to fill the above research gap.

5. Objectives of the Study:

Interacting with the highest number of stakeholders’ i.e. common people at the grassroots level (Gram Panchayat), the
present article intends to examine the root causes of educational backwardness concerning Rajbanshi community of West
Bengal. It focuses on the process of educational inclusion which can ensure the socio-economic development of any racial
group. The specific objectives of the article are: i) to explore the paths through which the educational degeneration of
Rajbanshi community has been started; ii) and also to analyze various socio-cultural, economic, and political factors that
have contributed to the growth of educational backwardness.

6. Methodology:

To reach the objectives, data has been collected from different primary and secondary sources to get detailed information
regarding educational status of the Rajbanshi people in general. An extensive questionnaire-based descriptive and
explorative method has been used to get elicit information regarding educational backwardness of Rajbanshi women in
specific by using the conceptual framework of social inclusion.

7. Technique of the Data Collection:

In this article a simple random data collection technique has been used and five points Likert scale has been used to get in-
depth data on different fields (variables). Though the Rajbanshi community has been incorporated into the Scheduled Caste
list, respondents were not Rajbanshis alone. People from different communities, like- Rava, Kiratas, Mech, Khens,
Namadas, Muslims, Sahas, Oreos, Mundas, Brahmin, etc. are called here as 'Others' were also respondents. Some electronic
gadgets have been used in the study.

8. Universe of the study:

As a melting pot, Cooch Behar district has different ethnic racial groups. Two separate Gram Panchayats (GP) namely,
Chhoto Sal Bari gram panchayat of Sitalkuchi and Pachagarh gram panchayat of Mathabhanga-I community development
block of Cooch Behar district have been chosen as the universe of the study.

Table No 1: Sample Size

Sample Size
Chhoto Sal Bari GP 5%of Total = | 1168 | 5% of Rajbanshi Total = 632
Pachagarh GP 5% of Total = 1244 | 5% of Rajbanshi Total = 580
Source: Census of India, 2011

This table shows the universe of the study of two selected Gram Panchayats, out of which 5% of the total population
(23359) of the Chhoto Sal Bari GP i.e. is 1168 and at the same time, 5% of the total population (24880) of the Pachagarh GP
is 1244 have been calculated. In both cases 5% of the total SC population (12644) of Chhoto Sal Bari i.e. 632 and in case of

IJNRD2303347 ‘ International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)



http://www.ijnrd.org/

© 2023 IJNRD | Volume 8, Issue 3 March 2023 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG
Pachagarh GP (11600) i.e. 580 have been selected and interviewed for this study. Compared to the Rajbanshis in both cases,

STs are negligible.

9. Rationale:

The rationale here is to select two opposite areas (one from the remotest purely agriculture-based and another from adjacent
areas of a sub-divisional city based on services, small-scale industries, business, formal and informal sectors, and
agriculture) from where we can get a heterogeneous picture. Instead of being homogeneous, a heterogeneous picture of a
gram panchayat can provide a vivid educational status of its population. The reasons are - 1) Chhoto Sal Bari GP is a purely
agricultural-based remote and nearby area of the Indo-Bangladesh border. Pachagarh GP is adjacent to the Mathabhanga
Municipality of the Cooch Behar district; 2) In response to their standard of living, the second reason is education. As an
adjacent area of the Mathabhanga municipality, the people of Pachagarh GP have got so many good facilities of education.
A considerable number of the populations are directly involved with government jobs or in private institutions and other
have got chance to become involved with the business, and the rests are depends on land. On the other hand, the people of
Chhoto Sal Bari GP have got no such good facilities of education. The population of this GP got involved with the
profession of house making, domestic help, etc. This is the village that consists of several categories of people, and the
nature of this village is mixed; lastly, 3) By comparing two different and extreme opposite units, we can portray the actual
pictures of socio-cultural and educational exclusion as well as of the inclusion of these two different GPs.

10. Hypotheses:

Socio-cultural and economic backwardness are leading to the educational exclusion of the backward sections of the society.
Rajbanshis of West Bengal and Bengali speaking populations from other communities of this region are facing the same
problems equally. Hypotheses suggest that gradual declining of the functional literacy rate and unequal educational status
may further lead to the process of ethnic socio-cultural degeneration.

11. Research Questions:

This article tries to inter-relate all the socio-cultural, economic, and political factors responsible for the growth of education
in the society. In this study, through the process of inclusion, the emancipation of Rajbanshi women along with other
backward communities has been discussed. Keep all these considerations in mind, this article attempts to find out some
rational answers to the following questions, such as- 1) Why are the educational status of marginalized sections of society is
low? 2) How far are the socio-cultural, linguistic, and economic factors responsible for the educational degradations of the
Rajbanshi community? 3) Why have been the marginalized sections remain far away from modern education?

12. Conceptual framework:

This article viewed on the problem of educational erosion of the Rajbanshi community. By analyzing multi-dynamic factors
of educational degradations covering socio, cultural, economic, and political, one collective framework of social inclusion
has been used to explain the root causes of the educational backwardness of Rajbanshis.

13. Rationale:

Everybody has the right to know why and how they are being gradually excluded on the grounds of education? In many
cases, educational exclusion may become a threat to India's territorial and multicultural integrity. Under such circumstances,
it is necessary to examine the root causes of educational deprivations. By focusing mainly on the conceptual framework of
inclusion, all sorts of socio-cultural, economic and political devils can be identified and measures can be taken for right
direction. Therefore, a cross-cultural study of modern educational system for all sections of the society is vital from this

strategic point of view.
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14, Educational Status of the Rajbanshis of West Bengal:

Cooch Behar is a melting pot of so many racial groups, like- Koches, Meches, Bodos, Kacharis, Palais, Khens, and
Rajbanshis etc. This multi-ethnic cultural nature of this area is a historical product of endless fighting of these groups. The
Rajbanshi a significant community resided in Cooch Behar, Jalpaiguri, Uttar and Dakshin Dinajpur, Malda and the plain
area of the Darjeeling district. Rajbanshis viewed that they are now socio-culturally, economically and more particularly
educationally marginalized due to the infiltration of the so called Bengalis from the southern part of West Bengal and
Bengali refugees from Bangladesh. Rajbanshis therefore, remain neglected in the educational sphere in the whole state.
Thus, a section of the Rajbanshi population feels that establishment of a separate state can only protect their socio-cultural,
economic, and educational interests. It is therefore necessary to examine historical, socio-cultural, economic and political
conditions of them to understand their educational backwardness. The emancipation of Rajbanshis from the curses of
educational backwardness is largely contingent upon their proper education, awareness, and capacity building.

Only theoretical discourses on several legislative recognitions relating to the PRIs do not provide any actual understanding
of the grassroot democratic decentralized bodies. Rules and Regulations can simply give a hint in written documents to the
improvement of downtrodden sections at grassroot level, not more than that. Thus, to get a genuine design of socio-political
inclusion of the Rajbanshi community and the functioning of the PRIs, an attempt has been made in this article by making
an empirical field survey. This article covers the educational status of the Rajbanshi people along with the infrastructure of
the educational institutions, like primary schools etc. It is well known fact that Kerala was the first state who has achieved
universal literacy. Much before the targeted time, it has achieved all the millennium development goals (MDGs) set for
education. This table shows that the facilities of education in Kerala are so impressive and in advance level compare to the
education system in West Bengal. Facilities for higher and technical education are also available to the rural students at a

reasonable distance.

SL Percentage of population Within a distance

No.

1. 94% of population is served by primary school within a distance 1 km

2. 98% of population has got one school within a distance 2 km

3. 96% of population is served by an upper primary school within a distance 3 km

4. 98% of population has the facility for secondary education within a distance 8 km
Source: Kerala’s Education System: From Inclusion to Exclusion? — N. Ajith Kumar and K. K. George, pp. 55

Education system in Kerala has been able to achieve gender equity in enrolment highly. Most interesting thing is that nearly
half of the students at primary levels are girls. The noteworthy point here is that the percentage of girls is higher than boys
in high schools and this percentage is much higher at college and university level in both arts and science. So far as the
representation of the women in professional courses is concern, approx 70% female teachers are there in schools whereas
50% female teachers in the country. But unfortunately, the literacy rates for Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST)
population are lower than general population in the state.

15. Literacy Rate of the Scheduled Caste population:

Education is the backbone of every society. Someone is rightly argued that no atom bomb is necessary to destroy a nation;

rather breakdown of the education system is enough to destroy that nation. Educational backwardness of any sections of the
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society may be one of the causes for the backwardness of the whole society. Therefore, a high rate of literacy is expected.

So, two selected GPs are not exceptional from this scenario.

Table No 3: Literacy Rate of the Scheduled Caste population

Literacy Rate (above 7+ years) of SCs in West Bengal

SL. No. | Name of the Scheduled Caste Total Male Female
1 All Scheduled Castes 59.0 705 46.9
2 Rajbanshi 60.1 72.3 47.3

Source: Census of India -2011

The Sunri (excluding Saha) with 82.5% literacy is on top of the list and the Bauri have the lowest literacy rate, i.e., 37.5 %.
However, other Scheduled Caste communities have a literacy rate higher than the state average for SCs. The Dhoba with
73.9 % literacy rate holds its position 2"; the Pod with 72.1 % literacy rate holds its position 3'9; the Namasudra with 71.9
% literacy rate holds its position 4%"; the Jalia Kaibartta with 64.9 % literacy rate hold its position 5%; the Tiyar with 62.1 %
literacy rate hold its position 6th and the Rajbangshi with 60.1 % literacy rate hold its position 8th in West Bengal.

Therefore, the question is why the literacy rate of this community is lower than the others in West Bengal?

Table No 4: Educational Status of Sitalkuchi block

Literacy rate in Sitalkuchi
Literacy rate Male Female

Literacy rate (57.79%): 68.43% | 46.37%
Source: Census of India, 2011

As far as educational status of Sitalkuchi community development block is concerned, this table reveals the total literacy
rate of male and females is 57.79%. However, in the case of male, the literacy rate is 68.43% which is much higher than the
female literacy rate. The actual female literacy rate is 46.37% which is very low compared to the male literacy rate in this
block. The picture of the education of the Chhoto Sal Bari GP reflects nearly the same with the Sitalkuchi block.

Table No 5: Educational Status of Mathabhanga-I block

Literacy rate in Mathabhanga-1

Literacy rate: Male Female
Literacy rate (60.81%): 72.66% | 48.21%
Source: Census of India, 2011

At the same time, this table also indicates the same picture of the educational status of Mathabhanga-I block. The total
literacy rate of both male and females is 60.81% in Mathabhanga 1. In the case of male, the literacy rate is 72.66% which is
much higher than the female literacy rate. 48.21% is the actual female literacy rate compared to the male is very low in this
block also. In these two cases, the literacy rate of women, especially Rajbanshi women, is consistently very low because,
these two community blocks are mainly Rajbanshi dominated. The question is why are Rajbanshi women far behind from
their male counterparts in education? This question needs answer.

15.1. Educational infrastructure of the Chhoto Sal Bari GP:

Educational status of the Rajbanshis is one of the significant areas of research in the study of social sciences. After a long 75
years of independence, India as a nation went through a series of educational reformations with a vision to accelerate

education to all its citizens. In the budget of 2020-2021 financial year, the Government of West Bengal has been allocated
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Rs. 3,963 crore for the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, Rs 2,313 crore for the Mid-Day Meal Scheme, and Rs 4,566 crore has

been allocated to the Department of Higher Education for the whole state. This year it has also increased. Percentage of all
these expenditures of education collectively is 12.3% of the total budget which is quite insufficient for the well functioning
of the whole education system in the state. For that reason West Bengal still could not reach its desired result even after the
75 years of independence. Most interesting point here is that literacy rate among financially sound families is very high and
satisfactory which needs more in-depth study. Ultimate result is the educational exclusion of some excluded groups of

people. This study shows the actual educational backwardness of the Rajbanshi people.

m Chhotosal Bari Others m Chhotosal Bari Rajbanshi

Total 0

Very High 46

High 63 -

Moderate
58

Low 150 -

Very Low

Source: Field Data (Primary)
This Bar chart illustrates the actual reflection of the infrastructure of primary educational institutions (Schools) of Chhoto

Sal Bari GP. Out of this total of 632 Rajbanshi people, only 7.27% (46) replied very high, 9.96 % (63) replied high, 23.73%
(150) replied low, and 49.84% (315) replied very low, whereas 9.17% (58) replied moderate when they were asked about

the infrastructure and education of primary educational institutes (Schools) of the Chhoto Sal Bari GP. As far as Other
people are concerned which includes Brahmins, Sarkar, Debnath, Muslims, Biswas, Namadas, Pal, Sen, Mondal, Orao,
Kirtaniya, Shil, etc. (other than Rajbanshis), also responded freely. Out of this total of 1168 people from Others community,
8.30% (97) replied very high, 27.39% (320) replied high, 21.91% (256) replied low, and 35.95% (420) replied very low,
whereas 6.42% (75) replied moderate when they were asked the same question. So, in this field, it has been seen that there is
a similarity between these two groups of people, and the educational infrastructure at primary level are not satisfactory.
They are now sending their sons and daughters to private schools which is a new trend and though their number is very

small. However, the common thing is that education at these primary educational institutes is not satisfactory.
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15.2. Educational infrastructure of the Pachagarh GP:

Educational Infrastructure
B Pachagarh Others ®m Pachagarh Rajbanshi

Total
Very High
High

Moderate

Source: Field Data (Primary)
This Bar chart shows the infrastructure of primary education of the Pachagarh GP. Out of this total of 580 Rajbanshi people,

only 3.96% (23) replied very high, 6.72% (39) replied high, 21.20% (123) replied low, and 57.06% (331) replied very low,
whereas 11.03% (64) replied moderate when they were asked about the picture of infrastructure and education of primary
educational institutes (Schools) of the Pachagarh GP. People from other than Rajbanshi communities also responded freely.
Out of this total of 1244 people from other communities, 3.45% (43) replied very high, 5.86% (73) replied high, 25.80%
(321) replied low, and 61.65% (767) replied very low, whereas 3.21% (40) replied moderate when they were asked the same
question. So, in this field, it has been seen that there is a similarity between these two groups of people, and the educational
infrastructure at primary level are not satisfactory. They are now sending their sons and daughters to private Schools, though
this trend is new. The number of admission to the private schools in Pachagarh GP is higher than the Chhoto Sal Bari GP.
The result shows similar in both these two communities which are 57.06% (331) in the case of Rajbanshi and 61.65% (767)
in the case of Others. The education at primary level in both these two gram panchayats is same and dissatisfactory. The
causes of educational backwardness in this GP are nearly the same. The difference is the capacity of spending additional
money of some people of Pachagarh GP to their children’s education is more than that of Chhoto Sal Bari GP.

15.3. Reasons of low literacy rate among Rajbanshis of the Chhoto Sal Bari GP:

Reasons of low literacy rate

m Chhotosal Bari Rajbanshi m Chhotosal Bari Others

0

Poverty
Discrimination
Lack of

Awerness Lack of
Infrastructure Explotion of
Population

Source: Field Data (Primary)
This Area chart shows the actual causes of the low literacy rate of Chhoto Sal Bari GP. This question was fragmented and

was asked randomly to two categories of ordinary people. Out of these total of 2203 Rajbanshi respondents, 27.32% (602)
replied poverty, 9.12% (201) replied discrimination, 26.91% (593) replied lack of awareness, and 22.60% (498) replied lack

of infrastructure, whereas 14.02% (309) replied explosion of the population when they were asked about the reasons behind
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the low rate of literacy among Rajbanshis of the Chhoto Sal Bari GP. People from other than Rajbanshi communities also

responded freely. Out of this total of 3847 people from other communities, 28.46% (1095) replied poverty, 13.36% (514)
replied discrimination, 23.65% (910) replied lack of awareness, and 18.87% (726) replied lack of infrastructure, whereas
15.64% (602) replied explosion of the population when they were asked the same question. So, in this field, it has been seen
that there is a similarity of replies between these two groups of people, with the reasons for the low literacy rate of Chhoto
Sal Bari GP. The common thing here is that the literacy rate at primary level is meager and not ssatisfactory. The reasons
behind this unexpected educational scenario of the Rajbanshis are poverty, financial backwardness, insufficient number of
teachers, lack of monitoring system, irregularities of classes, not following any specific class routine, a quality amount of
time has been spent on Mid-day meal preparation, lack of awareness, no Parents-Teacher meeting, etc. found in the field
study. For that reason they are now sending their sons and daughters to private schools, though this trend is new and small
in number which | have already mentioned above. In some cases, this study has seen that there is no drinking water, no
common rooms, no proper toilets, unhygienic bath rooms, shortages of class rooms, etc. in this GP.

15.4. Reasons of low literacy rate among Rajbanshis of the Pachagarh GP:

| Reasons of low literacy rate

m Pachagarh Rajbanshi m Pachagarh Others

Poverty

Awerness
Infrastructure Explotion of
Population

Source: Field Data (Primary)
This Area chart portrays the root causes of the low literacy rate of Pachagarh GP. This question was fragmented and was

asked randomly to two categories of ordinary people. Out of these total of 2173 Rajbanshi respondents, 23.51% (511)
replied poverty, 11.32% (246) replied discrimination, 22.54% (490) replied lack of awareness, and 23.14% (503) replied
lack of infrastructure, whereas 19.46% (423) replied explosion of the population when they were asked about the reasons
behind the low rate of literacy among Rajbanshis of the Pachagarh GP. People from other than Rajbanshi communities also
responded freely. Out of this total of 4012 people from Others community, 30.05% (1206) replied poverty, 7.32% (294)
replied discrimination, 28.73% (1153) replied lack of awareness, and 26.04% (1045) replied lack of infrastructure, whereas
7.82% (314) replied explosion of the population when they were asked the same question. So, in this field there is a
similarity of replies with the reasons for the low literacy rate of Rajbanshis. The common thing is that the literacy rate of
these two community people of this gram panchayats is meager and dissatisfactory for so many reasons which have already
been mentioned above. The picture of Education is nearly the same with the Chhoto Sal Bari GP also.

16. Findings:

It has seen that there is a prominent exclusionary tendency in today’s educational scenario. It is happening due some of the
factors. These are - 1) increasing tendency of student-financed institutions; 2) insufficient arrangements to resolve the
problems of the disadvantaged sections of the society; 3) and strengthening of non-financial entry impediments.

Simultaneously, a kind of modulation has been coming out against the inclusive measures taken by the Governments, like-
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the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act-1992, the 5th and 6th Schedule, the National Commission for SCs and STs, the

National Human Rights Commission, the State Human Rights Commission etc. which can never douse the fire of socio-
cultural exclusion. The responses that have come out from the field survey which is heterogeneous. According to the
proportionate of the SC and ST populations, the government of India and several states took three kinds of initiatives, such
as- 1) reservation of jobs in the public sector; 2) reservation of seats in the legislatures; 3) and the reservation of seats in
educational institutions. 1) A sizable section of the Rajbanshis was sublime with the inclusive measures taken by the
governments. It is because of the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act-1992 ensured the political inclusion of the Rajbanshis
as a backward community; 2) and another section of them argued differently. To them, State is dispassionate and
unsympathetic regarding their ethno-cultural distinctiveness. But the educational exclusion of the said group demands for
inclusion and need for the hour is social inclusion. Several policy initiatives are needed to ensure the educational
forwardness of the Rajbanshis in the national mainstream.

Literacy brings more consciousness and illiteracy leads ignorant. This study also found that the women elected
representatives of the Rajbanshi community are less aware of various governmental policies and schemes, welfare schemes
and government orders and only education can helped them to understand these better. In fact, many of the elected
representatives (ER) and the common women acknowledged that education alone can help them to understand these
policies. Education enabled these elected representatives to articulate and negotiate confidently with higher administrative
officials. At the same time, they admitted that training and capacity enhancement enabled them to understand policies better
and participate in PRI’s activities with confidence. So, education is the key to political participation.

17. Actionable Plan for Social and Political Inclusion:

Some of the crucial measures may be the preconditions for creating an inclusive society in West Bengal. These are - 1)
Eradication of inequalities and establishment of equality in place of discriminations and ostracisms against Rajbanshis
constitutionally; 2) Recognition and nurturing of the educational distinctiveness of the Rajbanshi community; 3) and lastly,
Elimination of stigma of Rajbanshis scientifically and legally. Apart from these initiatives, this study proposes some of the
‘Actionable Plans' for policy recommendations to overcome the challenges of education outlined. Some of the Plans for
general purpose are as follows:

17.1.  Skill-based Training and Capacity Building assistance:

There is an urgent need for more Skill-based Training and Capacity Building for all the Women Elected Representatives
(WER), including Rajbanshi women at each level of the grass-root democracy and also training for sensitization on several
issues of caste and gender discrimination. The sensitization training should be conducted periodically, because a single
training session cannot generate sensitization about caste, ethnicity, and gender-based discrimination. Qualitative and
unique training modules such as awareness about rules and regulations, functioning and role of panchayat offices etc., need
to be designed especially for the excluded groups.

17.2. Regulations against all sorts of Discriminations:

Legal actions against any sort of caste-based discrimination need to be taken at all levels of the social strata. This sort of
discrimination and exclusionary attitude restrains the Rajbanshi women to participate smoothly in the functioning of the
PRIs. It may manifests in to various forms, such as - non-intimation or delay intimation about the meetings, sometimes non-
cooperation of other panchayats members, lack of cooperation from the administration and un-welcome attitude during the
panels in the office. Special guidelines to the Rajbanshi women, the SCs, STs, and OBCs for providing them complete and

equal opportunities.
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17.3. Need based education for future generation:

The leadership qualities of the Rajbanshis need to be improved. This article also highlights the importance of need based
education to provide special teaching courses to the Rajbanshi women who are less educated. It will enhance their
confidence in the workplace and sharpen their leadership qualities. It is an essential in decision-making, planning and
execution. Special attention has to be given to the role of political parties. At the same time, elections should be conducted
lawfully and post-poll violations during the functioning of Gram Panchayats' should be strongly controlled to avoid
malpractices such as- muscle and money power to influence the individuals.

17.4. Self-Reliance:

Self reliance of the Rajbanshis especially for women is necessary to make decisions independently and implement the
policies without any intervention of the bureaucracy and any political party. Priority should be given to the constitution of
the Gram Unnayan Samiti, Mahila Sabhas, and Palli Sabha at each gram panchayat level. In many panchayats, these Sabhas
are not given adequate priority.

17.5. Special arrangements for Capacity Building:

Additional training and capacity building facilities not only for the SCs/STs and Rajbanshi women, but also training should
be given to all upper caste people who are not well acquainted with the different programmes/policies of the
government. So, to sensitize them on the several issues, like- caste, ethnicity, ostracism, nepotism, etc. of the government,
many extra capacity building measures should be taken for them. More specifically periodic orientations, workshops etc. are
recommended for gender sensitization.

17.6. Role of the Civil society and NGOs:

Education at primary level should be open ended. If any well qualified and educated member of the civil society or
representatives of any NGO is interested enough to teach students of the backward area then he or she must be welcomed.
Apart from this so called conventional education system at grassroot level, any modern educational tools and techniques are
always welcome for betterment of the excluded sections of the society. For example, Ex-IAS/IPS, Ex-Professor/Teachers
who are willing to teach them is a better gift to the society’s education. Everyone will accept it unhesitantly.

18. Conclusion:

Education can never be the identity of one’s own. This study suggests a rights-based collective conceptual framework of the
educational inclusion for the excluded groups with the principle of social equity and individual dignity. This framework
intends to include not only for Rajbanshi women rather all excluded sections of the whole society. Therefore, by following
the basic principle of educational inclusion, this framework of inclusion will be helpful to portray the collective

responsibilities of all which will be effective for all communities, groups, and individuals.

Selected Bibliography:

Books:

1. Sanyal, C. C., The Rajbanshis of North Bengal: A Study of a Hindu Social Group. The Asiatic Society, 1965. pp. 1-87
https://ir.nbu.ac.in/handle/123456789/2102
2. Lieten, G. K., Development Devolution and Democracy Village Discourse in West Bengal. 1% Ed., Sage Publication Pvt.

Ltd., 1 October 1996.
IJNRD2303347 ‘ International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)



http://www.ijnrd.org/

© 2023 IJNRD | Volume 8, Issue 3 March 2023 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG
3. Lieten, G. K., Continuity and Change in Rural West Bengal. 1% Ed., Sage Publication, 1 October, 1992.

4. Basu, S., Dynamics of a Caste Movement: The Rajbansis of North Bengal, 1910-1947, 1 January, Manohar Publications,
2003, pp-153.

5. Oommen, T. K., Social Inclusion in Independent India, Dimensions and Approaches. 1% Ed., Orient Black Swan, 2014.
pp. 1-31.

6. Mukhopadhyay, R., Some Early Accounts of the Rajbanshi and Allied Communities. 1%t Ed., N. L. Publishers, 2014.

7. Ghosh, A. G., Uttarbanga Namer Sandhane. N. L. Publishers, 2006.

8. Baviskar, B. S., & G. Mathew. Inclusion and Exclusion in Local Governance: Field Studies From Rural India. 1% Ed.
Sage Publications, 2009. pp. 1-40.

Articles in Periodicals:

1. Neelakandan, S. M. & Patil, S. M., Complexities of Inclusion and Exclusion: Dalit Students and Higher Education in
India, Journal of Social Inclusion 3(1), pp. 86-100, 2012
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/358046001_Complexities_of inclusion_and_exclusion_Dalit_students_and_highe
r_education_in_India

2. Sukumar, N., Lal, L. David., and Vinod Kumar Mishra, Inclusiveness in the Panchayati Raj Institutions, Journal of
Social Inclusion Studies, 5(1) pp. 72-88, 2019

3. Singh, Sumanjeet. The State of Gender Inequality in India, DE GRUYTER, DOI: 10.1515/genst-2017-0009, 2016, pp.
139-157.

4. Sundar, I. Gender Equality and Women Empowerment, International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, vol. 7,
no. 1, 2017, pp. 7-21.

5. Amutha, D. The Roots of Gender Inequality in India, SSRN, 2017
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2906950#:~:text=Boys%20are%20encouraged%20t0%20be,and%20co
nsequently%20reduces%20economic%20growth.

6. Mukherjee, R. S., Uttar-Khand Movement: A Sociological Analysis, Centre for. Himalayan Studies, Special Lecture VIII,
N.B.U., pp. 159-198, April 1987

https://ir.nbu.ac.in/bitstream/123456789/2749/15/15_chapter%206.pdf

Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis:

1. Chakraborty, B., ‘Political History of Merger of the Princely States: A Study of Cooch Behar’, Department of
Political Science, University of North Bengal, 2001, Darjeeling. http://hdl.handle.net/10603/149162
2. Das, D. N., ‘Ethno-political Aspects of Regional Movements: A Study in the Context of Some Regional Movements

in the plains of North Bengal’ Department of Political Science, University of North Bengal, 1999, Darjeeling.
http://hdl.handle.net/10603/137112

3. Adhikary, M. C., ‘Ethno Cultural Identity Crisis of the Rajbanshis of North Eastern Part of india and Nepal and
Bangladesh during the period of 1891 to 1979°, Department of History, University of North Bengal, 2009, Darjeeling.
http://hdl.handle.net/10603/137486

Reports:

1. India Human Development Report 2011: Towards Social Inclusion, India Human Development Report 2011 Team,
Oxford University Press, 2011, New Delhi.

2. West Bengal Human Development Report-2005

IJNRD2303347 ‘ International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)



http://www.ijnrd.org/
https://www.amazon.in/Swaraj-Basu/e/B001ICNDC6/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/358046001_Complexities_of_inclusion_and_exclusion_Dalit_students_and_higher_education_in_India
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/358046001_Complexities_of_inclusion_and_exclusion_Dalit_students_and_higher_education_in_India
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2906950#:~:text=Boys%20are%20encouraged%20to%20be,and%20consequently%20reduces%20economic%20growth
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2906950#:~:text=Boys%20are%20encouraged%20to%20be,and%20consequently%20reduces%20economic%20growth
http://hdl.handle.net/10603/149162
http://hdl.handle.net/10603/137112
http://hdl.handle.net/10603/137486

© 2023 IJNRD | Volume 8, Issue 3 March 2023 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG
News paper Consulted:

1. Barman, L. C., ‘Banchanar Fal Cooch Behar Hitasadhani Sabha.” Bartaman, 20" May 2007 Siliguri.

Websites:

1. http://coochbehar.nic.in/htmfiles/Population_total.html, 05/05/2014

2. http://www.census2011.co.in/census/district/3-koch-bihar.html, 05/05/2014
Government Publications:

1. Census of India- 1971, 2001, 2011

IJNRD2303347 ‘ International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)



http://www.ijnrd.org/
http://coochbehar.nic.in/htmfiles/Population_total.html
http://www.census2011.co.in/census/district/3-koch-bihar.html

