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ABSTRACT

The study focuses on exploring the status of people regarding their social issues concern in the form of social
issue advocacy. People now a day are involved in many social activities through social media or some events.
But are they really concerned about social issues and whether they get involved in advocating social issues,
whether in the form of rallies, demonstrations, social media campaign etc.? To know the status, the researcher
conducted the study and collected the data from 147 respondents. The data was analysed on the basis of their
level of social issue advocacy based on gender, age group, marital status , type of family and profession. Chi
square test was applied and significant influence of marital status and profession on level of social issue
advocacy was observed. While gender, type of family and age group have no significant influence on level of
social issues advocacy.
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Introduction

Today, people have a variety of jobs: some work in offices, some work from home. For example, bloggers and
freelancers are working from home. Some people have no jobs at all, while there is a group of people engaged
in academic activities such as students, teachers, research scholars, administrators etc. These people keep
themselves busy in variety of activities including gym, libraries, clubs, academic and research based activities
etc.

Whether we work in an organization or running a business or taking care of home, we all live in a society. It is
the duty of every member of the society to make the living environment of the society — healthy and
concerned.

Social Issues

Social Issues is an unwanted state which goes against society or a specific piece of society. It alludes to an
undesirable circumstance that regularly brings about issues and keeps on hurting society. Social issues can lead
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to a ton of issues that can be past the control of only one person.If you look carefully, you will understand that
practically a wide range of social issues have normal starting points. As in they all are interconnected in some
way. Importance to say, in the event that one settles the other one is likewise probably going to determine.

Social issues have a huge awful impact on our general public and eventually, it influences we all. To settle a few
social issues, we really want a typical methodology. No general public is liberated from social issues, pretty
much all of them has some friendly issue or the other.

For example, in India, you will observe a ton of social issues which the nation is confronting. It goes from the
position framework to kid work and orientation imbalance to strict struggles. But are the people aware of these
issues and if yes then whether they are taking any step or raising voice — Advocacy.

Advocacy

Advocacy is the ability of taking action to create change. Advocates organise themselves to take steps to
address an issue. They help to provide humans approaches to talk out about things that negatively have an
effect on them. Advocacy has been described as "speaking reality to power".
Advocacy includes many different types of activities. It can mean gaining knowledge of new solutions, creating
coalitions of like-minded people, public campaigning to elevate focus and lots more. The intention of advocacy
is to createchange.

Advocacy can be used to create exchange anywhere in the world on any difficulty of social inequality. If
improvement is possible, it will advantage a crew of people then there is a hazard that advocacy will work.

There has been a lot of research on advocacy in the field of psychology. Studies have focused mainly on
individuals who had an interest in a particular social cause and promoting that cause. However, very little
research has been done to understand what factors influence advocacy for social issues amongst people
belonging to different age category, profession, family status etc.

Few researches suggest that personality is important and some individuals are more likely to be advocates than
others. It is also suggested that there are three factors that influence advocacy; personality, involvement, and
environmental factors.

The characteristics of people living in different environments can affect how they behave in terms of social
issues. For instance, if a person has a job, s/he may behave differently in terms of their social advocacy.

Background of the study

Any social issue can be seen differently depending on whether the person is working or not working, a student
or a teacher, male or female, married or unmarried, a member of joint family or nuclear family, belonging to
different professions etc. The study is based on the idea that our interests are different based on the
environment we are living in. Most importantly, we all have to contribute towards uplifting of the society and
at the same time need to raise a voice to maintain social harmony and justice. But is there any influence of the
demographic variable on the attitude of people toward social issues advocacy? People belonging to different
categories viz. profession, age group, social status etc. concern about the society with same intensity or not is a
big question. Therefore, it is important to investigate how these people differ in their social issues advocacy.
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Objectives:

To study the influence of some demographic variables viz. Gender, Profession, Age group, Type of Family &
Qualification on social issues advocacy.

Hypothesis: Null hypothesis is assumed for the study.

Methodology:

Design: The design of the research is descriptive in nature.

Sampling: Random stratified sampling is applied for collecting the information.

Tool: There are 19 items in scale based on Likert type response, the researcher modified the scale originally
developed by JE Nilson, JM Marszalek, Rachel, Angela and Hanson, and reframed some questions in the context
of the Indian social scenario.

The scale is divided into four different aspects of social advocacy: Political and Social Advocacy, Confronting
Discrimination, Political Awareness and Social Issues Awareness.

There are 19 items in scale based on Likert type response, the researcher modified the scale and reframed
some questions in the context of the Indian social scenario.

Scoring: The author categorized the social issues advocacy on the basis of scores obtained. There are four
categories (considered as level and the intensity with which they get involved and advocate social issues) — not
actively involved, below average advocacy, satisfactory advocacy and very active in raising voice in the context
of social issues.

Statistical Analysis: To test the influence of gender, age group, marital status, type of family and profession on
level of social issue advocacy, Chi Square test was applied to test the hypothesis.

Data Analysis and Interpretation:
Hypothesis 1: There is no significant influence of Gender on level of social issue advocacy.

Table 1: Chi Square table —influence of gender on level of social issues advocacy

Gender Level of Social Issues Advocacy Chi Sig.
Avoid Average Satisfactory | Actively Involved Total \Slgllaaere
Advocating Active Advocacy in Social Issues
Social Issues Advocacy
Female 18 52 21 4 95
Male 12 20 18 2 52 4.09 NS
Total 30 72 39 6 147

NS: Not Significant

Table 1 reveals that chi square value of contingency table Gender vs Social Issues Advocacy level found to be
4.09. The value is not significant and the hypothesis “There is no significant influence of Gender on level of
social issue advocacy”, is retained. Thus gender has no significant influence on the level of social issues
advocacy. On the basis of the table it can be concluded that — though the influence of gender on social issues
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advocacy level is not significant but percentage of males found to be better than that of females when the
satisfactory and active involvement in social issues are concerned. This may be due to the fact that — still in
Indian social system the females are either engaged more with family issues or the social restrictions and lack of
family support for them, seems to be barrier for getting involved in social issues advocacy.

Hypothesis 2: There is no significant influence of Age group on level of social issue advocacy.

Table 2: Chi Square table —influence of age group on level of social issues advocacy

Age Group Level of Social Issues Advocacy Chi Sig.
Avoid Average Satisfactory | Actively Involved Total \Slgltaere
Advocating Active Advocacy in Social Issues
Social Issues Advocacy
Less than 24 yrs 4 7 5 2 18
24 yrs — 32 yrs 5 23 9 4 41
32 yrs —48 yrs 17 31 19 0 67 12.62 NS
48 yrs & above 4 11 6 0 21
Total 30 72 39 6 147

NS: Not Significant

Table 2 reveals that chi square value of contingency table Age Group vs Social Issues Advocacy level found to
be 12.62. The value is not significant and the hypothesis “There is no significant influence of Age group on level
of social issue advocacy”, is retained. Thus age group has no significant influence on the level of social issues
advocacy. On the basis of the table it can be concluded that — though the influence of age group on social issues
advocacy level is not significant but 10 percent of respondents belonging to age group 24 yrs to 32 yrs found to
be actively involved in advocating social issues. While the respondents belonging to age group 32 to 48 yrs and
49 yrs and above are not actively involved in advocating social issues. This may be due to the fact that —
respondents belonging to age group 24 yrs to 32 yrs are more aware and connected with the social issues because
of their active participation in social media. Also this age group seems to be settled group in terms of job.

Hypothesis 3: There is no significant influence of Marital Status on level of social issue advocacy.

Table 3: Chi Square table —influence of marital status on level of social issues advocacy

Marital Status | Level of Social Issues Advocacy Chi Sig.
Avoid Average Satisfactory | Actively Involved Total sgll:;re
Advocating Active Advocacy in Social Issues
Social Issues Advocacy
Married 18 42 27 0 87
Unmarried 12 30 12 6 60 10.36 S*
Total 30 72 39 6 147

S*: Significant at 0.05 level

Table 3 reveals that chi square value of contingency table Marital status vs Social Issues Advocacy level found
to be 10.36. The value is significant at 0.05 level and the hypothesis “There is no significant influence of Marital
status on level of social issue advocacy”, is rejected. Thus marital status has significant influence on the level of
social issues advocacy.
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On the basis of the above graph, it can easily be observed that unmarried respondents are more active in raising
voice for social issues (10 %) while there is no one from married respondent group who falls in this category.
This may be due to the fact that unmarried respondent who generally falls in the age group of 24 to 32 years are
settled job wise and they have no family liabilities. Also they are very active on social media and they use to
discuss social issues with their friend, as a result of which they tend to participate in demonstrations or social
media campaign or rallies.

Hypothesis 4: There is no significant influence of type of family on level of social issue advocacy.

Table 4: Chi Square table — influence of type of family on level of social issues advocacy

Type of family | Level of Social Issues Advocacy Chi Sig.
Avoid Average Satisfactory | Actively Involved Total \S/gllfge
Advocating Active Advocacy in Social Issues
Social Issues Advocacy
Joint 13 31 18 2 64
Nuclear 10 32 21 4 67 11.73 NS
Other 7 9 0 0 16
Total 30 72 39 6 147

NS: Not Significant

Table 4 reveals that chi square value of contingency table Type of Family vs Social Issues Advocacy level found
to be 11.73. The value is not significant and the hypothesis “There is no significant influence of type of family
on level of social issue advocacy”, is retained. Thus type of family viz. joint, nuclear and other has no significant
influence on the level of social issues advocacy. On the basis of the table it can be concluded that — though the
influence of type of family on social issues advocacy level is not significant but respondents belonging to nuclear
family found to be found to be slightly more actively involved in advocating social issues in comparison to the
other two categories. This may be due to the fact that individual belonging to nuclear family expose their
surroundings better than the members of joint family.

Hypothesis 5: There is no significant influence of profession on level of social issue advocacy.
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Table 5: Chi Square table — influence of profession on level of social issues advocacy

Profession Level of Social Issues Advocacy Chi Sig.
Avoid Advocating Average Satisfactory Actively Total \S/gllljjzre
Social Issues Active Advocacy Involved
Advocacy in Social
Issues

Student 2 14 8 2 26
Teacher/Principal 12 42 26 2 82
Administration 13 8 2 2 25
Businessman,Mark
eting,Banking/Fina 1 2 2 0 5 26.25 | S**
nce
Others
(CA,Medicine etc.) 2 6 1 0 9
Total 30 72 39 6 147

S**: Significant at 0.01 level

Table 5 reveals that chi square value of contingency table Profession vs Social Issues Advocacy level found to be
26.25. The value is significant at 0.01 level and the hypothesis “There is no significant influence of profession on
level of social issue advocacy”, is rejected. Thus profession has significant influence on the level of social issues

advocacy.
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It is clear from the above graph that students are more actively advocating the social issues than any other
respondent. This may be due to the fact that the students practice democratic values in their institutions and they
are more aware of the social norms, issues and their rights.

Conclusion:

On the basis of the findings, it can be concluded that very small percentage of the respondents are highly active
in raising voice for social issues. Specially, when the profession is concerned the students seems to be highly
active , people belonging to teaching, banking, marketing and finance show satisfactory involvement in social
issue advocacy but those who belong to administration, CA, IT jobs are very less concerned about advocating
social issues and this is because of their nature of job which demands output based work so that more clients can
be added to the organization and in return the employees get the increment, bonus etc. Simply speaking they are
more focused on securing their future and whatever the involvement is there, that is imposed by the organization
itself in the form of CSR or some other medium. It doesn’t mean that they are not concerned about social issues
rather they are ready to give monetary help to the genuine group but because of shortage of time they on few
occasions only, get involved in demonstrations or rallies or social media campaign. More surprisingly the
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respondents belonging to 48 years and above age group seem to be very less active in raising the voice for social
issues. Yes it can be understood very easily that this group is well establishes as far as the career and family life
are considered, still their advocacy of social issues is not satisfactory.

Being aware about social issues is not sufficient, one has to raise voice against the wrong deeds, injustice and
other activities which directly or indirectly spoils the social environment. Introducing social issues through
books and syllabus in the institution is not sufficient, instead more practical approach to be adopted so that level
of social issue advocacy can be enhanced. Simply learning and earning are not the only function of any
individual but maintaining social harmony, fighting against injustice, helping the one who became the victim of
injustice and advocating social issues are the duties of every citizen.
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