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Abstract 

This is very true that education is meant for overall, all round development of a child. All round 

development means the life of a child should be mould in such a way that would not only deal with 

increase in his/her knowledge but also inculcate in him the moral values. Education should be imparted to 

each and every section of society. Some of great thinkers and educationists like Dr. Sarwapalli Radha 

krishanan also relate and highlight the guidelines of providing educational facilities to all, and to 

understand the feelings of those social communities which survive under worst conditions, and 

circumstances are not in their favour. In India, we sometimes face some clash between different 

institutions, so there is a need to change the education system in country. New Education Policy is a sort of 

initiative to make some favourable changes that would surely lead to the welfare of weaker sections in 

India. This educational Policy is a sort of expectation for our world, our country India and would be a new 

hope for the deprived section of society. The only thing is to accept the challenge and start working for 

making the future of country bright. The NEP 2020 is geared toward providing equitable and inclusive 

education especially for the socially and economically disadvantaged segments of society.  
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Introduction 

Inclusion is a process of restructuring school culture, politics, programs, and practices so that they can 

address the diversity of students within society. The principle of inclusive education involves bringing 

together students from all backgrounds and abilities in one classroom while giving consideration to all of 

their strengths and weaknesses. In other words we can say that Inclusive education is defined in a number 

of ways that cater to the diverse learning needs of the children. Over the last six decades, India has made 

great strides towards providing maximum services for the inclusion of all children (Monika, 2018). 

According to Panday (2006), the Kothari Commission was the first education commission which came into 

being in 1964. They proposed a plan of action which gave strong recommendations regarding the inclusion 

of children with disabilities in regular schools. A radical change took place after the Person with Disability 
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Act (1995). This was the first act that gave society the responsibility of providing equal opportunities to 

persons with disabilities so that they may fully participate in society. In the following years, a number of 

interventions have been made to include people with disabilities in educational settings and the workforce.  

Inclusive education  

At its inception, inclusive education was only about 'special education' or the inclusion of children with 

disabilities, but in recent years it has widened. There is, however, a lack of clarity and consensus regarding 

the meaning of Inclusive Education in India. It is due to a lack of systematic effort from the government 

and other stakeholders to explore the meanings, relevance, and applications of inclusive education in India. 

In the “inclusive education” movement, legislation, policies, strategies, guidance, and services are 

implemented to create the structures, environments, and commitment required to eliminate barriers that 

prevent all children who have face some kinds of challenges get receiving quality education.  

 

National Educational Policies  

Globally, educational reform is of major concern to governments. The primary goal of education policies is 

to represent their results in terms of economic and social development globally. Our education system 

ranks third in the world. A policy on education is a set of rules and guidelines that governs the educational 

system by the government. The educational policy consists of a comprehensive framework that directs the 

education system of a nation and guides its progress. In terms of education policy, the size of schools, class 

sizes, curriculum structure, teacher-student ratio, instructional strategies, and higher education challenges 

and requirements all have to do with educational matters. The purpose of education policy is to achieve the 

country's academic goals. 

In this way we can say that The National Policy on Education (NPE) is a document developed by the 

Government of India to promote education within the nation. It stipulates primary education in both rural 

and urban settings. The first NPE was promulgated by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1968. The second 

was promulgated by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1986 and the third by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

in 2020. During the early years of British rule in India, a conventional education system prevailed; 

however, a new model of education was introduced by the East India Company through the historic Charter 

Act of 1813. As a result of this, the British Government and the East India Company formed various 

commissions and committees to make education available to the general public, but some of the 

commissions and committees were successful and others failed due to lack of commitment, funding, 

government policy, and public knowledge, among other things.  

In the same way, Before nineteenth century, the Indian Education System and Policy was on its apex, but 

Lord Macaulay's policies were adopted during the twentieth century that were promoted by the then British 

Council in Indian Continent. There is no doubt that Indians got talent and fluency in English as well but the 

other hand it started destroying our rich culture and civilization that was a weak point for us, the Indians. 
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Here, the point of discussion is upcoming education system or policy which is said to be 

the New Education Policy of India. The recommendations and reports concluded by the committee under 

chairmanship of K. Kasturirangan, a great Indian Scientist have also been submitted, and the 

recommendations could be in favour of Country's development in future. The point is to planning and 

framing institutional policies in such ways that would lead to the betterment of weaker sections of society 

and achieve the goal, education to all". The main point is to reorganize the policies and to make the 

curriculum full of practical approach and employment should be given priority for which skill development 

courses need to give more importance in school education. In schools, it is seen that students are getting 

enrolled in these courses and classes are also running but practical knowledge of concerning subject 

courses is not properly imparted to the students that needs to be improved. The agencies that have been 

framed to vigil on should take actions so that the educational goals could be achieved successfully.  

New Education Policy 2020 is supposed to be important in the progress and further development of the 

country.  

In the New Education Policy 2020, education is to be universalized from pre-school to secondary levels. 

This policy updates a 34-year-old policy to become a more inclusive, holistic, comprehensive, and long-

term policy aimed at making India a knowledge hub by the end of this decade. Moreover, with this new 

education policy will strive to eliminate socioeconomic gaps in participation, access, and learning in school 

education by 2030, with a target of 100 percent Gross Enrolment Ratio (GEER) or zero school dropouts. If 

we see the features of National educational Policy 2020. The following features of NEP 2020 are: 

 The possibility of multiple entry and exit points in degree courses. 

 Single regulatory body for higher education institutions. 

 Board exams with low stakes. 

 Students take one exam to get into universities 

 

It's premise is that schooling should cultivate not only cognitive and logical abilities, but also emotional, 

ethical and social skills and dispositions, while also forming "foundational capabilities," such as literacy 

and numeracy, along with "higher-order cognitive capabilities," such as logic and problem-solving abilities.  

 

Inclusionary Education: Its Leanings and Subcategories  

It wouldn't be fair to compare 1968, 1986, and 2020 time frames since the context differs, but it is 

important to track how education priorities and its identified beneficiaries have changed over time.  

When we saw the educational policy of 1986, the focus was meticulously and neatly divided into different 

categories of marginalized populations. Moreover, Separate sections were provided for each of these 

groups. Generally, they pertain to women's equality, caste-based minorities, religious minorities, rural 

learners, and 'handicaped' children. At that time, the main priority was to ensure universal access to 

education and ensure quality instruction for a large number of students. A striking feature of NEP 1986 was 

its focus on a wide variety of marginalization categories. This included not just the traditionally 

marginalized groups, but also the relatively newer and less discussed groups such as working children (who 
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were primarily served through non-formal education), migrant children, children of construction workers 

and agriculturists, and children from forest dwelling communities in remote geographical areas. 

The NEP 2020, on the other hand, has shifted away from categorizing marginalized groups and has, to 

some extent, acknowledged the multi-dimensionality and interconnectedness of these areas of exclusion. In 

addition to the simplistic approach of boxing up each of these categories separately, policy makers have 

taken into account important intersectionality by including them in the so-called Socio-Economically 

Disadvantaged Groups (SEDG) category.  

Furthermore, NEP 2020 does not explicitly acknowledge caste-based inclusion or reservations (either for 

learners or for teachers). Finally, its vague silence concerning the scope and implementation of the Right of 

Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009 has also raised suspicions.  

NEP 2020 is dedicated to addressing gender parity by including transgender children and establishing a 

gender inclusion fund, which is a positive step toward gaining greater equality. It is commendable that the 

constitution of Special Education Zones (to be formed in disadvantaged areas of the country with the aim 

of providing targeted education to students and teachers in these areas and ensuring coordinated monitoring 

by the Center and the States) as well as the formal recognition of Madarsas, Gurukuls, etc. and the 

standardization of Indian Sign Language continues to advance the cause of inclusivity. 

There should be no doubt that inclusion and equity could mean much more than marginalized social 

identities. A holistic perspective on inclusive education does not only focus on these categories but also 

examines tools, processes, learning environments, skills, etc. The National Educational Policy, 2020 traces 

the influences of all these elements remarkably.  

 

Conclusion  

The Indian government has also taken a series of measures since India's independence to make education 

accessible to everyone or to provide general citizens with education for the lowest possible price or even 

for free in some instances. It might be said that the execution of programs and policies should not be the 

duty of the government, but rather how they should be effectively delivered, which everyone should take 

into account. Education cannot be fixed by simply implementing a new strategy. It would be necessary for 

the government to work at ground level to ensure improvements.  
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