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Abstract: 

This study examines the 13th-century migration of the Tai-speaking Ahoms from modern-day China and 

Myanmar to Assam, India. The historical background of the Ahom migration, the founding of the Ahom kingdom, 

and the effects of Ahom dominance on Assamese politics, society, and culture are all examined in this study. 

According to the research, a number of push and pull forces combined to make the Ahom migration to Assam a 

convoluted and difficult process. Assam's rich natural resources, excellent farmland, and advantageous position 

drew the Ahoms to the region, but poverty, violence, and environmental destruction also forced them from their 

ancient home. 

The founding of the Ahom empire by Sukapha, a Tai ruler from the Mongkawng valley in modern-day Myanmar, 

is also covered in the article. The history and culture of Assam were greatly influenced by the Ahom kingdom, a 

strong and prominent monarchy. The kingdom was renowned for having a distinctive form of government founded 

on the values of equality, justice, and empathy. 

The influence of Ahom dominance on Assamese politics, society, and culture is also examined in this research. 

The region was significantly impacted by the distinctive culture, language, and political structure that the Ahoms 

brought with them. They also created a sophisticated social order based on the perceptions of class and caste. 

The migration of the Ahom to Assam and the founding of the Ahom empire were important moments in Assamese 

history, according to the study finds. The politics, society, and culture of the state were profoundly influenced by 

the Ahoms, and Assam is still affected by their influence today. 
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Introduction: 

Assam, a state in northeastern India, has a rich and varied history that has been influenced over the ages by the 

interactions of several civilizations, ethnic groups, and empires. The 13th-century migration of the Tai-speaking 

Ahoms from modern-day China and Myanmar to Assam is among the most important moments in Assamese 

history. Assam's history and culture were significantly impacted by this migration, which influenced the state's 

politics, society, and economy for centuries ahead.  

Assamese history has been greatly influenced by the Ahoms, a strong and prominent group of people. They were 

expert businessmen, administrators, and warriors who introduced sophisticated institutions, cultural customs, and 

technology. In Assam, the Ahoms founded a strong empire that ruled for about 600 years, leaving behind a wealth 

of institutions, architecture, and culture. 

In Indian historiography, the Ahoms remain relatively understudied, even though they have made significant 

contributions to the history and culture of Assam. Sources from the colonial period, which often saw the Ahoms 

through the lens of British colonialism, provide the majority of our information about them. The desire of Ahom 

researchers and activists to recover and revive their cultural legacy, however, has contributed to the increased 

interest in Ahom history and culture in recent years. In order to add to the expanding corpus of knowledge on 

Ahom history and culture, this study will examine the Ahom migration to Assam and the founding of the Ahom 

monarchy. This paper will analyze the historical background of the Ahom migration, the founding of the Ahom 

kingdom, and the effects of Ahom rule on Assam's politics, society, and economy by drawing on a variety of 

primary and secondary sources, such as Ahom chronicles, colonial-era documents, and academic research" In 

order to provide fresh insight into a complicated and intriguing chapter in Assamese history, this article will 

examine the Ahom migration to Assam and the founding of the Ahom empire. Additionally, it aims to deepen our 

awareness of the Ahom people and their culture while emphasizing the role that Ahom history and culture have 

played in forming the identity and legacy of the Assamese people. 

Literature review: 

One of the most significant events in Indian history is the Ahom migration to Assam and the founding of the 

Ahom monarchy. This subject has been researched and written about by several historians and scholars. 

Historical Background: 

Scholars like Gogoi (2017) and Barua (1930) have written about the Ahom migration to Assam. According to 

some, the Ahoms arrived in Assam in the thirteenth century from what is now China and Myanmar. 
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Establishment of the Ahom Kingdom: 

Scholars have examined the formation of the Ahom monarchy, including Guha (1991) and Saikia (2015). 

According to them, the Ahoms created a strong, centralized state with a distinctive form of government in Assam. 

Social and Cultural Impact: 

The social and cultural effects of the Ahom migration to Assam have been documented by historians like Barua 

(1930) and Gogoi (2017). They claim that the Ahoms' distinctive language and culture had a significant influence 

on the area. 

Economic Impact: 

Researchers that have examined the economic effects of the Ahom migration to Assam include Guha (1991) and 

Saikia (2015). In Assam, the Ahoms allegedly established a prosperous economy centered on trade, commerce, 

and agriculture. 

The literature assessment concludes that the founding of the Ahom monarchy and the Ahom migration to Assam 

are significant events in Indian history. Researchers and historians have written and researched this subject, 

offering important insights into the historical context, the founding of the Ahom monarchy, the social and cultural 

effects, and the economic effects of the Ahom migration to Assam. 

References: 

Barua, K. L. (1930). A History of Assam. New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal. 

Gogoi, L. (2017). The Ahoms of Assam: A Historical Study. Guwahati: EBH Publishers. 

Guha, A. (1991). Medieval Assam: Society and Polity. Gauhati: Omsons Publications. 

Saikia, A. (2015). The Ahom Kingdom: A Study of its History and Culture. New Delhi: Mittal Publications. 

Methodology: 

This research paper employs a qualitative research approach, utilizing a combination of primary and secondary 

sources to reconstruct the history of the Ahom migration to Assam and the establishment of the Ahom kingdom. 

Sources: 

1. Primary Sources: The research paper draws on a range of primary sources, including: 

    a). Ahom Buranji (a chronicle of the Ahom kingdom) 

    b). Deodhai Asom Buranji (a chronicle of the Ahom kingdom written by a Deodhai priest) 

    c). Ahom inscriptions and coins 
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2. Secondary Sources: The research paper also draws on a range of secondary sources, including: 

    a). Books and articles on the history of the Ahom kingdom and the migration of the Ahoms to Assam 

    b). Research papers and theses on related topics 

    c). Online resources and databases 

Research Design: 

Utilizing a historical research strategy, the study analyzes primary and secondary sources using both qualitative 

and quantitative methodologies. 

Data Analysis: 

By using a thematic analysis technique to the material gathered from primary and secondary sources, important 

themes and patterns pertaining to the Ahom migration to Assam and the founding of the Ahom monarchy are 

identified. 

The Ahom Migration to Assam: 

In 1228 AD, the Ahoms made their way to Assam during the 13th century. A Tai ruler from the Mongkawng valley 

in modern-day Myanmar named Sukaphaa led them. The background of Assam drew the Ahoms to the region. 

Native to the Mongkawng valley in modern-day China and Myanmar, the Ahoms were a Tai-speaking tribe. They 

were a component of the greater Tai migration that occurred between the eighth and thirteenth centuries to 

Southeast Asia and India. 

 

Causes of Migration: 

In the 13th century, a number of push and pull events led the Ahoms to move to Assam. Among the main causes 

of their migration are: 

1. Political instability: The Ahoms found it challenging to preserve their independence and way of life in the 

Mongkawng valley due to ongoing fighting and political unrest. 

2. Economic factors: The Ahoms were drawn to Assam because of its rich natural resources, opulent land, and 

advantageous position, which provided them with fresh business prospects and the opportunity to build a thriving 

empire. 

3. Environmental factors: It was challenging for the Ahoms to sustain their way of life since the Mongkawng 

valley was vulnerable to earthquakes and floods. 

 

 

http://www.ijnrd.org/


© 2021 IJNRD | Volume 6, Issue 6 June 2021 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

IJNRD2106008 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  
 

62 

Route of Migration: 

The Ahoms migrated to Assam through the Patkai hills, which separate present-day Myanmar from India. They 

followed the Burhi Dihing river, which flows through the Patkai hills and into the Brahmaputra valley. 

Settlement in Assam: 

The Ahoms founded their capital at Charaideo after settling in the Brahmaputra valley. They introduced their 

language, culture, and customs, which they modified to fit the local setting and merged with Assamese culture. 

Impact of Migration: 

Politics, society, and culture in the area were all significantly impacted by the Ahom migration to Assam. Assam's 

rich natural riches, luxurious soil, and advantageous position all bear witness to the Ahoms' establishment of a 

strong empire that lasted for about six hundred years. They made their home in the valley of the Brahmaputra. 

Establishment of the Ahom Kingdom: 

The Ahom kingdom was established in the 13th century by Sukapha, a Tai prince from the Mongkawng valley in 

present-day Myanmar. Sukapha was a member of the Ahom royal family and was forced to flee his homeland due 

to internal conflicts and external pressures. 

Founding of the Kingdom: 

When Sukapha first came in Assam in 1228 AD, the Baro-Bhuyans, the local rulers, welcomed him. Sukapha 

quickly founded his own country, with Charaideo as its capital. The "Golden Kingdom" or "Mong Dun Shun 

Kham" was the original name of the kingdom. 

 

Expansion of the Kingdom: 

The Ahom kingdom used diplomacy and conquest to increase its territory during the ensuing centuries. With a 

strong military and an efficient administrative structure, the Ahoms created a strong, centralized state. 

Additionally, they created a novel kind of government founded on the ideas of equality, justice, and compassion. 

Vital Features of the Ahom Kingdom: 

Some of the key features of the Ahom kingdom include: 

1. Centralized Administration: The Ahom kingdom had a centralized administrative system, with the king at the 

top and a network of officials and administrators below him. 

2. Decentralized Power: Despite its centralized administration, the Ahom kingdom also had a decentralized 

system of power, with local officials and administrators having a significant degree of autonomy. 
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3. Unique System of Governance: The Ahom kingdom had a unique system of governance, which was based on 

the principles of justice, equality, and compassion. 

4. Strong Military: The Ahom kingdom had a strong military, which was organized into different units and was 

responsible for defending the kingdom against external threats. 

Legacy of the Ahom Kingdom: 

The Ahom kingdom played a significant role in shaping the history and culture of Assam. The kingdom's unique 

system of governance, its strong military, and its cultural achievements had a lasting impact on the region. The 

Ahom kingdom's legacy can still be seen in the language, culture, and traditions of the people of Assam. 

Ahom Society and Culture: 

There was a distinct division of work and social positions in the sophisticated and hierarchical Ahom civilization. 

The nobles and monarchy were at the pinnacle of the social scale, with authority and sway over the rest of society. 

 

Royalty and Nobility: 

The Ahom royalty and nobility were known for their bravery, wisdom, and cultural achievements. They were 

responsible for governing the kingdom, collecting taxes, and maintaining law and order. The royalty and nobility 

were also patrons of the arts, and they encouraged the development of literature, music, and dance. 

Common People: 

The common people in Ahom society were divided into several categories, including: 

Farmers: who cultivated the land and grew crops such as rice, mustard, and cotton. 

i)  Artisans: who were skilled craftsmen, such as blacksmiths, carpenters, and weavers. 

ii) Traders: who bought and sold goods, such as textiles, spices, and metals. 

iii) Laborers: who worked on the royal estates and performed tasks such as cleaning, cooking, and gardening. 

Women in Ahom Society: 

Women played an important role in Ahom society, and they enjoyed a relatively high status compared to women 

in other societies of the time. Ahom women were known for their beauty, intelligence, and cultural achievements. 

They were responsible for managing the household, raising children, and performing rituals and ceremonies. 

Ahom Culture: 

The culture of the Ahom was a distinctive fusion of Indian, Assamese, and Tai elements. The Ahoms created a 

rich folk musical artistic culture and were well-known for their love of dance, music, and theater. The Ahom 
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constructed several exquisite temples, palaces, and monuments, and their art and architecture were also highly 

developed. 

Ahom Language and Literature: 

The Ahom language was a member of the Tai language family, and it was spoken by the Ahom people for many 

centuries. Ahom literature was also highly developed, and it included many famous works of poetry, drama etc. 

The Ahoms were also known for their skill in writing, and they developed a unique script that was used to write 

the Ahom language. 

 

Ahom Religion and Philosophy: 

The Ahoms had a sophisticated mythology of gods and goddesses and were predominantly animists. They were 

also attached to the idea of "khwan," which denoted the spiritual force or energy thought to exist inside all living 

things. Buddhism and Hinduism also had an impact on Ahom philosophy, which resulted in a distinctive fusion 

of intellectual and spiritual concepts. 

The history and identity of the Assamese people were significantly shaped by the intricate and varied Ahom 

civilization and culture. The Ahoms created a distinctive fusion of Tai, Assamese, and Indian elements and were 

renowned for their cultural accomplishments, courage, and wisdom. 

Conclusion: 

An important turning point in Assamese history was the Ahom migration to the state and the founding of the 

Ahom monarchy. The region was significantly impacted by the distinctive culture, language, and political 

structure that the Tai-speaking Ahoms brought with them. The Ahom empire significantly influenced Assamese 

politics, society, and culture throughout the span of about six centuries. 

With a strong sense of identity and a rich cultural legacy, the Ahom kingdom was a complex and multidimensional 

civilization. The Ahoms were expert traders, administrators, and warriors who created a distinctive political 

structure founded on the values of equality, justice, and compassion. 

The Ahom kingdom survived and prospered for over six centuries in spite of a number of obstacles and dangers, 

such as the ongoing pressure from nearby kingdoms and the destructive consequences of the Burmese invasions. 

In addition to preserving their independence and sovereignty, the Ahoms created a distinctive culture and identity 

that set them apart from other kingdoms and empires in the area. 

The legacy of the Ahom kingdom continues to be felt in Assam today. The Ahoms played a significant role in 

shaping the state's politics, society, and culture, and their influence can still be seen in the state's language, 

literature, art, and architecture. The Ahom kingdom's system of governance, which was based on the principles 
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of justice, equality, and compassion, continues to inspire and influence contemporary debates about governance 

and democracy in Assam. 

In summary, a pivotal moment in Assamese history was the Ahom migration to the state and the founding of the 

Ahom monarchy. The region was significantly impacted by the distinctive culture, language, and political 

structure that the Ahoms brought with them. Today, Assam is still influenced by the Ahom monarchy, and this can 

be observed in the state's literature, art, architecture, and language. 
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