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Abstract: 

This paper presents a comprehensive comparative study on the percentage of base content in different soaps 

available in the Indian market. The research focuses on the quantitative analysis of alkali components in various 

soap formulations, aiming to elucidate variations in base concentrations among popular soap brands. Through 

meticulous experimentation and analytical techniques, we assess and compare the alkaline content of diverse 

soaps, shedding light on potential implications for consumers and industry standards. The study employs titration 

methods to quantify the amount of base present, providing valuable insights into the chemical composition of these 

everyday products. The findings of this research contribute to consumer awareness, quality control, and the 

formulation of future soap products in the Indian market. This research undertakes a systematic investigation into 

the diverse range of soaps available in the Indian market, focusing on the quantitative analysis of their alkaline 

content. The study employs titration techniques to determine the percentage of base present in each soap, offering 

a comparative analysis across multiple brands. The objective is to unveil variations in alkali concentrations, thereby 

providing consumers, manufacturers, and regulatory bodies with valuable insights into the chemical composition 

of these widely used hygiene products. Our findings contribute to the broader understanding of soap formulations, 

potentially influencing consumer choices, quality assurance processes, and industry standards. Through rigorous 

experimentation and analysis, this study serves as a significant resource for both scientific inquiry and practical 

applications within the realm of soap chemistry. 

Introduction: 

Soap, a fundamental component of personal and public hygiene, has been a staple in daily life for centuries. The 

efficacy of soap in cleansing is attributed to its unique chemical composition, particularly the presence of alkali or 

base. The alkali content plays a crucial role in the saponification process, wherein fats and oils react to form soap. 

In the context of the Indian market, where a plethora of soap brands cater to diverse consumer preferences, 

understanding the quantitative aspects of the alkali content becomes paramount. This comparative study aims to 

delve into the chemical composition of various soaps available in the Indian market, specifically focusing on the 

percentage of base present. The alkaline nature of soaps not only influences their cleansing properties but also has 

implications for skin health. Variations in alkali concentrations may impact consumer choices, raising questions 

about product efficacy, safety, and adherence to quality standards. Through systematic experimentation and 

analytical techniques, this research seeks to elucidate the differences in alkali content among popular soap brands. 

The findings hold the potential to empower consumers with knowledge about the products they use daily, provide 

manufacturers with insights into formulation optimization, and contribute to the establishment of industry 

benchmarks. As we embark on this comparative journey, our goal is to shed light on the chemical intricacies of 

soaps, fostering a better-informed marketplace and enhancing the overall understanding of these essential hygiene 

products. 
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Aim of the article 

The primary aim of this article is to conduct a thorough comparative study on the percentage of base present in 

different soaps available in the Indian market. The specific objectives include: 

1. Chemical Composition of Soap: Soap is a surfactant, a substance that allows oil and water to mix, resulting in 

the removal of dirt and grease from surfaces. The fundamental chemical process behind soap formation is known 

as saponification. This reaction involves the hydrolysis of triglycerides (fats and oils) in the presence of an alkali 

(usually sodium hydroxide or potassium hydroxide). The general chemical equation for saponification is as 

follows: 

Triglyceride+Sodium/Potassium Hydroxide→Glycerol+Fatty Acid Salts (Soap) 

2. Quantitative Analysis: Utilize titration methods to quantify the amount of base in various soap formulations. 

This analysis aims to provide accurate measurements of alkali content, allowing for a precise comparison. 

3. Identification of Variations: Identify and highlight variations in the percentage of base among popular soap 

brands. By comparing these variations, the study aims to uncover potential factors influencing alkaline content 

differences. 

4. Consumer Empowerment: Empower consumers with knowledge about the chemical composition of the soaps 

they use daily. The findings will enable consumers to make informed choices based on the alkali content, 

considering potential implications for skin health and overall product efficacy. 

5. Industry Insights: Provide valuable insights for soap manufacturers and regulatory bodies by offering a 

comprehensive understanding of alkali concentrations in different soap formulations. This information can 

contribute to quality control measures and influence future product formulations. 

6. Scientific Contribution: Contribute to the scientific understanding of soap chemistry by presenting quantitative 

data on alkali content. The research aims to enrich the body of knowledge in the field, potentially leading to 

advancements in soap formulation and production processes. 

 

Chemical Composition of Soap 

 A breakdown of the chemical composition of soap: 

1. Triglycerides (Fats/Oils): Triglycerides are composed of three fatty acid chains esterified to a glycerol molecule. 

These fatty acids can be saturated or unsaturated, contributing to the properties of the resulting soap. 

2. Alkali (Sodium Hydroxide or Potassium Hydroxide): The alkali serves as a catalyst in the saponification 

reaction. Sodium hydroxide (NaOH) is commonly used for solid soap production, while potassium hydroxide 

(KOH) is used for liquid soap. 

3. Glycerol: Glycerol, also known as glycerine, is a byproduct of the saponification reaction. It is a trihydric alcohol 

that remains in the soap mixture and contributes to the product's moisturizing properties. 

4. Fatty Acid Salts (Soap): The main product of saponification is the formation of fatty acid salts, which are the 

actual soap molecules. The sodium or potassium ions replace the hydrogen ions in the fatty acids, resulting in the 

creation of soap molecules that have both hydrophilic (water-attracting) and hydrophobic (water-repelling) ends. 

The hydrophobic tail of the soap molecule binds with grease and oil, while the hydrophilic head interacts with 

water molecules. This dual nature allows soap to emulsify and disperse oils and dirt in water, facilitating their 

removal. 
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                    Structure of Soap 

Quantitative Analysis: 

In acid-base titration for the analysis of the base present in Soap, the process involves using a standardized acid 

solution to determine the amount or concentration of the base in the Soap sample. 

Calculation of Alkali Percentage: The percentage of alkali in each soap sample will be calculated from the 

titration results. This involves using the formula: 

Alkali Percentage = 
(Volume of Titrant×Concentration of Titrant)

(Weight of Soap Sample)
 × 100 % ------------------ (1) 

This calculation yields the percentage of alkali in each soap, providing a quantitative measure for comparison. 

Standardizing a hydrochloric acid (HCl) solution:  Standardizing a hydrochloric acid (HCl) solution involves 

determining its exact concentration by titrating it against a primary standard, such as pure sodium carbonate 

(Na2CO3) or potassium hydrogen phthalate (KHP), which are substances of known purity and can be used to 

prepare a standardized solution. 

From the volume of hydrochloric acid used and the known mass of sodium carbonate, we can calculate the exact 

concentration of the hydrochloric acid solution using the balanced chemical equation for the reaction between HCl 

and Na2CO3: 

 

HCl+Na2CO3→NaCl+H2O+CO2 

 

                   HCl+Na2CO3→NaCl+H2O+CO2 

 

A. Preparation of Standard 250 ml (
𝑵

𝟐𝟎
) Na2CO3 Solution:  

Equivalent weight of Na2CO3 = 53 g 

i.e 1000 ml 1 (N) Na2CO3 Solution = 53 g  

       250 ml (
𝑁

20
) Na2CO3 Solution = 

53×250

1000×20
 g 

 

                = 0.6625 g 

 Weight of Na2CO3 taken for the preparation of the solution = 0.7861 

Therefore, the strength of the Na2CO3 solution is (S) = 
0.7861

0.6625
     

               = 1.186 (
𝑵

𝟐𝟎
)  

 

Standardization of hydrochloric acid (HCl) solution with Standard (N/20) Na2CO3 Solution:   In a 250 ml 

conical flask 25 ml of standard (N/20) Na2CO3 solution was pipetted out, 2 drops of Methyl orange indicator was 

added to the solution, diluted with distilled water to 100 ml and then it was titrated against (N/20) HCl solution 

running from a burette until the yellow colour of the solution just changed to pale red.   
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Experimental Data: 

Titration 

No. 
Volume of standard (

𝑁

20
) 

Na2CO3 solution taken (ml) 

Vol. of (
𝑁

20
) HCl solution 

consumed (ml) 

Average Vol. of (
𝑁

20
) 

HCl solution consumed 

(ml) (V1) 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 
 

 

25 

 

25 

 

25 

 

35.3 

 

35.4 

 

35.4 

 

 

 

35.367 

 Calculation:  

Volume of standard ( 
𝑁

20
 ) Na2CO3 solution (V) = 25 ml 

Strength of Na2CO3 solution (S) = 1.186 (
𝑵

𝟐𝟎
) 

Volume of HCl solution (v1) = 35.367 ml 

Strength of HCl solution (S1) =? 

We know that,  

  V x S = V1 x S1 ------------------------- (2) 

  ∴ S1 = 
𝑉×𝑆

V1
 

  or, S1 = 
25×1.186

35.367
 (
𝑁

20
) 

  or, S1 = 0.838 (
𝑵

𝟐𝟎
) 

Estimation of different Soaps Sample such as Lux, Dettol, Vivel, Lifebuoy, Pears, Savlon 

and Cinthol.  

Lux Soap: 

Sample Preparation: 2.2207 g of Lux soap was taken in 250 ml volumetric flask; hot distilled water was added 

and a clear solution was prepared and the volume was made up to the mark by adding more distilled water.  

Titration procedure: 25 ml of the Lux soap sample solution was pipettes out in 250 ml conical flask, 2 drops of 

phenolphthalein indicator was added in it, then the solution was titrated against HCL solution running from a 

burette until the pink colour just disappeared.  

Experimental Data: 

Titration 

No. 

Volume of Lux sample solution 

taken (ml) (V2) 
Vol. of (

𝑁

20
) HCl 

solution consumed 

(ml) 

Average Vol. of (
𝑁

20
) 

HCl solution 

consumed (ml) (V3) 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

25 

 

25 

 

25 

 

5.9 

 

5.8 

 

5.9 

 

 

 

5.87 
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Calculation: With the help of equation (1) we get,  

% of Alkali in Lux Soap =  
(5.87×0.838)

(2.2207X20)
 × 100 % 

       = 11.07 %  

Dettol Soap: 

Weight of Dettol Soap sample taken = 1.0947 g 

Average Vol. of (
𝑁

20
) HCl solution consumed = 3.63 ml 

% of Alkali in Dettol Soap =  
(3.63×0.838)

(1.0947X20)
 × 100 % 

       = 13.90 %  

 

Vivel Soap: 

Weight of Vivel Soap sample taken = 1.0053 g 

Average Vol. of (
𝑁

20
) HCl solution consumed = 2.1 ml 

% of Alkali in Dettol Soap =  
(2.1×0.838)

(1.0053X20)
 × 100 % 

       = 8.75 %  

Lifebuoy (Lemon) Soap: 

Weight of Lifebuoy (Lemon) Soap sample taken = 1.0086 g 

Average Vol. of (
𝑁

20
) HCl solution consumed = 2.76 ml 

% of Alkali in Dettol Soap =  
(2.76×0.838)

(1.0086X20)
 × 100 % 

       = 11.47 %  

Pears Soap: 

Weight of Pears Soap sample taken = 1.9707 g 

Average Vol. of (
𝑁

20
) HCl solution consumed = 2.8 ml 

% of Alkali in Dettol Soap =  
(2.8×0.838)

(1.9707X20)
 × 100 % 

       = 5.95 %  

Savlon Soap: 

Weight of Savlon Soap sample taken = 1.0420 g 

Average Vol. of (
𝑁

20
) HCl solution consumed = 2.96 ml 

% of Alkali in Dettol Soap =  
(2.96×0.838)

(1.0420X20)
 × 100 % 

       = 11.90 %  
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Cinthol Soap: 

Weight of Sinthol Soap sample taken = 1.0057 g 

Average Vol. of (
𝑁

20
) HCl solution consumed = 3.56 ml 

% of Alkali in Dettol Soap =  
(3.56×0.838)

(1.0057X20)
 × 100 % 

       = 14.83 %  

 

Graphical Representation of the above Data: Create visual representations, such as bar charts or 

histograms, to illustrate the variations in alkali content. This allows for a quick and clear comparison of the data, 

highlighting any significant differences among the soap brands. 
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Consumer Empowerment 

Empowering consumers with knowledge about the alkali content in soaps is a key objective of this study. Consumer 

empowerment involves providing information that enables individuals to make informed choices, especially 

regarding products they use on a daily basis. In the context of soaps, which are integral to personal hygiene, 

understanding the alkali content can have implications for skin health and product efficacy. Here's how the study 

contributes to consumer empowerment: 
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1. Transparency in Product Information: 

   - By quantifying and presenting the alkali content of various soap brands, the study promotes transparency in 

product information. 

   - Consumers can access detailed information about the chemical composition of soaps, enabling them to make 

choices aligned with their preferences and skin sensitivities. 

2. Informed Purchasing Decisions: 

   - Armed with knowledge about alkali variations, consumers can make more informed purchasing decisions. 

   - Individuals may choose soaps based on their specific needs, considering factors such as skin type, sensitivity, 

and desired cleansing properties. 

3. Skin Health Considerations: 

   - Understanding the alkali content is crucial for individuals with sensitive skin. Some may prefer soaps with 

lower alkali concentrations to avoid potential irritation. 

   - The study empowers consumers to correlate alkali content with potential skin reactions, contributing to better 

choices for skin health. 

4. Quality Perception: 

   - Consumers often associate product quality with specific chemical attributes. Knowing the alkali content allows 

consumers to gauge the quality of a soap based on their preferences and requirements. 

   - This knowledge contributes to consumers' ability to distinguish between different soap formulations. 

5. Comparative Analysis: 

   - Consumers can compare the alkali content of their preferred brands with others in the market. 

   - Such comparative analysis fosters a competitive market where manufacturers may respond to consumer 

preferences by adjusting formulations. 

6. Educational Awareness: 

   - The study provides an educational aspect, raising awareness about the chemical composition of soaps. 

   - Informed consumers are more likely to engage in health-conscious choices, promoting overall awareness about 

the products they use. 

7. Feedback Mechanism: 

   - Empowered consumers can provide valuable feedback to manufacturers, encouraging the industry to maintain 

quality standards and respond to consumer needs. 

   - This creates a feedback loop where consumer preferences influence product development and formulation. 

Industry Insights: 

The study on the alkali content in different soaps within the Indian market provides valuable insights for the soap 

manufacturing industry. These insights contribute to areas such as quality control, formulation optimization, and 

industry standards. Here's how the study's findings can benefit the soap industry: 

1. Quality Control Enhancement: 

   - Quantitative data on alkali content can serve as a benchmark for quality control processes in soap production. 
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   - Manufacturers can use this information to establish and maintain consistent quality standards, ensuring that the 

alkali content aligns with product specifications. 

2. Formulation Optimization: 

   - Understanding variations in alkali content among different soap brands enables manufacturers to optimize their 

formulations. 

   - By adjusting the alkali concentration, manufacturers can tailor soap formulations to meet consumer preferences, 

improve product performance, and address specific market demands. 

3. Competitive Product Positioning: 

   - Knowledge of alkali content allows manufacturers to position their products competitively in the market. 

   - Companies can use this information in marketing strategies to highlight specific chemical attributes that 

differentiate their soaps from competitors. 

4. Consumer-Centric Product Development: 

   - Insights into consumer preferences regarding alkali content can guide future product development. 

   - Manufacturers may respond to market demands by introducing new soap formulations with optimized alkali 

concentrations, catering to a diverse range of consumer needs. 

5. Regulatory Compliance: 

   - Understanding the alkali content landscape helps manufacturers ensure compliance with regulatory standards. 

   - This knowledge assists in formulating products that meet or exceed industry regulations, contributing to the 

overall safety and compliance of soap products. 

6. Innovation and Research Opportunities: 

   - The study opens avenues for further research and innovation in soap formulations. 

   - Manufacturers can explore novel ingredients, technologies, or processing methods to enhance soap properties, 

leveraging the insights gained from the comparative study. 

7. Risk Mitigation: 

   - Awareness of variations in alkali content allows manufacturers to identify potential risks related to product 

quality or consumer reactions. 

   - Proactive risk mitigation strategies can be implemented to address issues before they impact product reputation 

or consumer satisfaction. 

8. Market Differentiation: 

   - Manufacturers can use alkali content information to differentiate their products in the market. 

   - Highlighting specific chemical attributes can be a unique selling proposition, allowing companies to position 

their soaps in specific market segments. 

9. Consumer Education Initiatives: 

   - Manufacturers can play a role in educating consumers about the significance of alkali content in soaps. 

   - Initiatives that promote consumer awareness align with industry responsibility and can contribute to building 

trust with consumers. 
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Scientific Contribution: 

The scientific contribution of the study on the alkali content in different soaps within the Indian market lies in its 

advancement of our understanding of soap chemistry. This research provides valuable data and insights that 

contribute to the scientific community's knowledge in several ways: 

1. Quantitative Analysis Techniques: 

   - The study employs titration methods for the quantitative analysis of alkali content in soaps. This contributes to 

the methodology in analytical chemistry, showcasing the application of titration as a reliable technique for soap 

analysis. 

2. Chemical Composition of Soaps: 

   - By quantifying the alkali content, the study offers a detailed examination of the chemical composition of 

popular soap brands. 

   - This contributes to the broader understanding of soap formulations, providing data on the specific chemical 

attributes that influence soap properties. 

3. Insights into Saponification Reactions: 

   - The research delves into the saponification process, illustrating how the hydrolysis of triglycerides leads to the 

formation of soap and glycerol. 

   - This contributes to the understanding of chemical reactions involved in soap production, providing insights into 

the transformation of raw materials into final products. 

4. Variability in Soap Formulations: 

   - The identification of variations in alkali content among different soap brands contributes to the understanding 

of the variability in soap formulations. 

   - This variability reflects the diversity of ingredients and processes used by manufacturers, contributing to the 

knowledge base of soap science. 

5. Consumer-Relevant Chemical Information: 

   - The study presents chemical information that is directly relevant to consumers, bridging the gap between 

scientific research and everyday consumer products. 

   - This contributes to the scientific communication of chemical concepts in a context that is accessible and 

meaningful to a broad audience. 

6. Potential Implications for Skin Health: 

   - By considering the potential implications of alkali content on skin health, the study extends scientific 

understanding to the practical applications of soap chemistry. 

   - This contributes to the interdisciplinary nature of the research, connecting chemical analysis with considerations 

for consumer well-being. 

 

7. Foundation for Future Research: 

   - The findings provide a foundation for future research endeavours in soap chemistry. 

   - Researchers can build upon this study by exploring additional factors influencing soap composition, 

investigating the impact of specific additives, or examining the environmental implications of soap formulations. 
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8. Educational Resource: 

   - The study serves as an educational resource for students, researchers, and educators interested in the chemistry 

of everyday products. 

   - It contributes to the development of educational materials that connect scientific concepts with real-world 

applications. 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, this comparative study on the alkali content in different soaps available in the Indian market has 

provided valuable insights into the chemical composition of these ubiquitous hygiene products. Through rigorous 

quantitative analysis and systematic comparison, we have uncovered variations in the percentage of base among 

popular soap brands. The significance of alkali content in influencing soap efficacy, cleansing properties, and 

potential impact on skin health cannot be overstated. 

For consumers, this study serves as an empowering resource, offering a glimpse into the chemical intricacies of 

the soaps they use daily. Armed with knowledge about alkali variations, consumers can now make more informed 

choices, aligning their preferences with specific soap formulations that cater to their individual needs and skin 

sensitivities. 

On the industry front, the study contributes to quality control measures, formulation optimization, and regulatory 

compliance within the soap manufacturing sector. Manufacturers can leverage these insights to refine their 

products, respond to consumer preferences, and ensure consistent adherence to industry standards. 

The findings presented here also serve as a scientific contribution, advancing our understanding of soap chemistry 

and providing a foundation for future research in this field. The methodology employed in the quantitative analysis, 

particularly titration methods, adds to the toolbox of analytical techniques applicable to soap chemistry and related 

studies. 

As we conclude this comparative exploration, it becomes evident that the chemical composition of soaps is not 

merely an academic pursuit but a factor that intimately intersects with everyday consumer choices, industry 

practices, and the scientific understanding of essential hygiene products. This study bridges these realms, aiming 

to foster a more informed, transparent, and dynamic relationship between consumers and the soap market. 
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