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Narahad and Bagar are in the Jhunjhunu district of Rajasthan. Bagar town is situated approximately 

eleven kilometers from the district headquarters, Jhunjhunu. This town has been the ancestral 

home of the renowned industrialist Piramal family of India.  Besides this, Bagar has also been the 

land of famous Seths (merchants) like the Rungta family and B.L. Maheshwari family. Narahad, 

located approximately 31 km northeast of Jhunjhunu, about 2-3 km west of Deoroad on the 

present Chirawa-Pilani road. During the medieval period, a part of Jhunjhunu district was ruled for 

some time by the Nagad Pathans, first with Narhar as their center and later with Bagar as their 

center.  

Narhad was a famous and prosperous place during the medieval period. The Khatargachha 

Brihadgurvavali repeatedly mentions the idol of Shri Parshvanath consecrated by Shri Jinadatta Suri 

(Samvat 1169-1211). This indicates the existence of this town in the twelfth century of Vikram 

Samvat. An inscription from the time of Chauhan Emperor Vigraharaja IV proves that the Narahad 

canal existed at the beginning of the thirteenth century of Vikram Samvat.1 

It is believed that the Nagad Pathans defeated the Jod Chauhanas and established their rule over 

this region. The Jod Chauhanas were a branch of the famous Chauhan dynasty of Ajmer. Among 

the many branches of the Chauhans, some established their principalities in and around the 

Shekhawati region, receiving support from the Shakambhari rulers whenever possible. The 

Chauhans of Ghaghu were also among them. Pratihara Empire During this period of disintegration, 

they seized this region from the former rulers and Dahliyas. This event probably occurred around 

the 10th century Vikram Samvat.² Rana Gangdev (Gangharan) is considered the founder of the 

Chauhan branch of Ghaghu. His son Kanhad Dev had four sons – Amarraj, Ajeraj, Singhraj, and 

Bachhraj – from whom the four famous branches of the Chauhans originated. The descendants of 

the eldest son, Amarraj, continued to be called Chauhans, who, after leaving Ghaghu, established 

a Chauhan branch in Dadrewa. In this lineage, after Amarraj came Jivraj, and after him, Rana Goga. 

In the eleventh generation of Rana Goga Dev, there was Rana Jait Singh. An inscription from the 

time of Rana Jait Singh from Dadrewa, dated Vikram Samvat 1273, has been found. In the sixth 

generation after Jait Singh, the son of Motarao, Karmchand, was converted to Islam by Firoz Shah 

Tughlaq and given the name Qaim Khan.³ The descendants of Qaim Khan were called Qaimkhanis, 

who established the Nawabi state of the Qaimkhanis in Shekhawati. 

http://www.ijrti.org/


© 2018 IJNRD | Volume 3, Issue 3 March 2018 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

 

IJNRD1803018 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

91 

The descendants of Kanha Dev's second and third sons, Ajayraj and Bachhraj, respectively, gained 

control over the areas of Rini and Chhapar Dronpur. They were known as Chahil and Mohil 

respectively.4 The descendants of Kanha Dev's fourth son, Siddharaj, were called Jod Chauhan. No 

conclusive evidence related to the Jod Chauhans are available. However, it is established that in 

the 16th century, the Kayamkhanis snatched the region around Jhunjhunu from the Jods. 

According to the Bahi (account book) of the Badwa of Asalpur, around 983 AD (approximately 1040 

Vikram Samvat), Siddharaj conquered the extensive region of Jhunjhunu, Narhad, and Luharu from 

the Dahaliyas. The Nagad Pathans fought battles with the Jod Chauhans to gain control of Narhad. 

This confirms the Jod Chauhans' control over this region.5 It is not clear when the Jods gained 

control here. The Jod Chauhans also fought a battle with Goga. From this, it can be inferred that 

the battle was fought over territorial control. After this, the Jods advanced towards Jhunjhunu. 

Finaly Kayamkhani and Pathans gradually seized the regions of Jhunjhunu and Narhad from them. 

According to the renowned historian of Rajasthan, Dr. Dasharatha Sharma, Narhad must have 

remained in the Chauhan empire until the reign of Prithviraj III, and after his defeat, when the 

Muslims established their control over forts like Hansi, Nagaur, and Ajmer, Narhad also came under 

their control around the same time.6 However, Narhad remained prosperous for a long time during 

the pre-Muslim period, and indications of this are found in the mentions of Khatragachha 

Brihadgurvavali.7 According to this, in the month of Magha of Samvat 1375 (around 1318 AD), Shri 

Jinachandra Suri, residing in Narbhat (Narhad), participated in the Nandi festival of Nagaur under 

his chairmanship. In the same year, on the 8th day of Vaishakh Badi, the Sangha of Narhad 

participated in a pilgrimage to Hastinapur and other places.8 On the way, the entire Sangha paid 

homage to Shri Parshvanath Ji in Narhad. The Sangha of Narhad honored the Chaturvidh Sangha 

and Shri Pujya Ji with worship and other rituals. In Samvat 1376, Shri Jinendra Suri also came to 

Narhad while traveling from Delhi to Merta. In Samvat 1380, Shri Jinendra Suri departed for a 

pilgrimage to Ujjain and other major pilgrimage sites and came to Narhad on the way. The entire 

congregation paid homage to the Parshvanath deity consecrated by Shri Jinadatta Suri. This makes 

it clear that the Shri Parshvanath temple was consecrated by Samvat 1380.  It is possible that when 

Firoz Tughlaq established the Hisar fort and advanced towards the south, converting many 

Chauhans to Islam, his attention fell upon this temple.9 At the time of Rao Bika's attack on Narhad, 

the founder of the Bikaner state, Narhad was under the control of Dilawar Khan Pathan.10 His 

younger brother, Bida, also went to Narhad to attack Fatehpur and met Dilawar there.11 

Bahlol Lodi, who established the first Afghan rule in Delhi, ascended the throne under difficult 

circumstances. The Sultanate was surrounded by rebels on all sides. In this situation, to fulfill the 

need for trustworthy sardars (chiefs). Bahlol Lodi summoned many Afghan tribes from Afghanistan 

to Delhi and recruited them into the royal army. Among the many Afghan tribes who came to India 

was Yunus Khan Nagad, son of Ahmed Khan.12 Rao Jaitsi in his famous Jaitsi Ro Chhand, used the 

http://www.ijrti.org/


© 2018 IJNRD | Volume 3, Issue 3 March 2018 | ISSN: 2456-4184 | IJNRD.ORG 

 

IJNRD1803018 International Journal of Novel Research and Development (www.ijnrd.org)  

 

92 

word 'Nagad' for these Pathans. Scholars do not agree on why they were called by the name Nagad. 

Dr. Ojha has interpreted the word Nagad as referring to the Nagad and Narhad communities, but 

Pandit Jhabarmal Sharma considers them a branch of the Nagad Pathans. 

To suppress the rebellious tendencies, Bahlol Lodi sent Afghan sardars with their armies to various 

regions. The Nagad Pathan, Yunus Khan, was entrusted with the responsibility of maintaining peace 

towards Narnaul, a city of Haryana cituated 68 km away from Narhad towards Delhi. After pacifying 

the rebels around Narnaul, Yunus Khan advanced towards present-day Shekhawati. He had a 

confrontation with the Jod Chauhanas of Narhad. The Nagda Pathans was victorious, and thus 

began the rule of the Nagda Pathans over Narhad. There is no further information available about 

the works and life of Yunus Khan. After the death of Yunus Khan, a conflict arose regarding his 

succession. According to dynastic tradition, Yunus Khan's eldest son, Tahim Khan, would have 

inherited the rule of Narhad, but Sultan Bahlol Lodi, due to Ismail Khan being his grandson, granted 

the decree of rulership of Narhad to Yunus Khan's younger son, Ismail Khan. Ultimately, a 

compromise was reached between the two. Tahim Khan had to relinquish his claim to the 

succession. In return, his son Ibrahim was married to Ismail Khan's daughter, Ziya Bibi, and he was 

granted the rights to the five villages of present-day Jai Pahari, Kali Pahari, Kasimpura, Budhana, 

and Gothada.13 In this way, Ismail Khan became the Nawab of Narhad. 

The Sultan Bahlol lodi had bestowed the title of *Dilawar Khan* upon Ismail Khan.14  The Jod 

Chouhans clans attempted to seize control of Narhad during the period of Ismail Khan Dilawar 

Khan but were unsuccessful. As mentioned above, Rao Bika, the founder of Bikaner, had attacked 

Narhad and defeated Dilawar Khan. After the death of Ismail Khan Dilawar Jang, his son Alauddin 

Khan became the Nawab of Narhad. The only notable event during Alauddin Khan's time was the 

shifting of the Nawab's administrative center from Narhad to Bagar. It is believed that due to the 

displeasure of the Pir (Sufi saint) after Alauddin Khan ordered the arrest of a criminal who had 

taken refuge in the Pir's dargah (shrine), the roof of the Nawab's mansion collapsed, killing several 

women and children of the Nawab's household. Among those who died in this incident was a 15–

16-year-old boy.  Considering this incident because of the displeasure of the Pir (saint), he deemed 

it appropriate to change his residence from there and made Bagar his new capital.15 

After the death of Nawab Alauddin Khan, Qasim Khan became the Nawab of Bagar Narhad Bagad. 

Qasim Khan was one of the four sons of the Nawab. Qasim Khan was a wise Nawab. He made 

changes in the rules and regulations and tried to collect revenue strictly from the subordinate 

zamindars. In this sequence, he also fought with Farid Khan, the son of the opposing zamindar 

Sikandar Khan of Khudana. Farid Khan was defeated and fled. He had deprived one of his sons, 

Bahlol Khan, of his zamindari rights for some reason. Bahlol went to Islam Khan, the Mughal 

Faujdar of Narnaul, in search of a livelihood. Islam Khan married his daughter to Bahlol and kept 
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him with him. When the Sultan sent Islam Khan to Bihar, Bahlol came and settled in the present-

day place called Makhar and established the present-day Islampur in the name of his father-in-law, 

Islam Khan. 

From the mention in the Kayamkhan Rasau, The name Nahar Khan suggests that he was a Nawab 

who held authority over Narhad. However, he is not mentioned in the lineage of the Nawabs of 

Narhad.  A mention in Kayamkhan Rasau is given as “After Qasim Khan, there is a mention of 

Hussain Khan. When emperor given Jagir of Narhad to Alaf Khan, Nawab of Fatehpur, his son Daulat 

Khan attacked Narhad. Nahar Khan made peace by giving his daughter in marriage" Based on this 

excerpt mentioned in Qiyam Khan Rasau, some scholars believe that Nahar Khan was a Nawab at 

some point between Qasim Khan and Hussain Khan. This Nawab was ruling around 1672 AD. 

During the time of Aurangzeb. Qutub Khan was the Nawab of Narhad. Before him, Hussain Khan 

and Bawan Khan were the Nawabs of Narhad. Not much information is available about them. 

Qutub Khan was the governor of Hisar in the service of Aurangzeb. The village of Qutubpura, 

located west of Chidawa, is believed to have been founded in his name. After Qutub Khan, his son 

Karim Khan became the Nawab of Narhad. At this time, the Shekhawats were consolidating their 

power around Jhunjhunu. During Karim Khan's reign, in 1731 AD, Shardul Singh Shekhawat seized 

control of Narhad from Karim Khan. Karim Khan's son, Kabir Khan, obtained a royal decree from 

Muhammad Shah Rangila in 1739 AD granting him the right to rule Narhad, but this decree 

remained only on paper. The weak Muhammad Shah was unsuccessful in helping him regain 

control of Narhad. 

In this way, the Nawabi rule of Narhad came to an end. The Nawabs of Narhad ruled this region for 

approximately three hundred years (277 years). They maintained cordial relations with the 

Kaimkhani Nawabs of Jhunjhunu and Fatehpur. Due to good relations with the Delhi Sultanate, 

they did not face any difficulties. It is a belief that Pathans has established many villages around 

that area and had many wells constructed. The wells built by the Pathans are still known by their 

old names today. 
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